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Starts With a Solid Foundation!

Invest in beauty and 
benefits that last!

Call or Text for a free estimate. 

402-265-0044

"Sam the Concrete Man was very 
professional, easy to communicate with, 
timely, and the price was fair! I would 
highly recommend them!" 
- STACEY PENROD

RESIDENTIAL CONCRETE SERVICES
Patios  •  Driveways

Walkways  •  Much More...
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Quality Roofing Services to
SEAL THE DEAL
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Call Today for 
a Free Roof 
Inspection!

Lucas Ruwe
����������������
�	�������������
����������������
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Inspiring conversations
with the nation’s 
top real estate agents.

Same Brand, New Reach – Tune in for free today

podcast.realproducersmag.com

C O N T E N TS
TABLE OF 

08
Index of

Preferred
Partners

30
Power
Team:
Sallie

Elliott &
The

Priority
Group

14
Publisher’s

Note:
Giving is a
Year-Round

Affair

38
Rising
Star:

Melissa
Gerdes

22
Cover
Story:
Mari

Rensch

46
Luxury

Property
Spotlight:
A Private

Sanctuary in
West 

Omaha

Cover photo courtesy of Natalie Jensen Photography..

If you are interested in contributing or nominating REALTORS® for certain stories, 
please email us at Stacey.Penrod@n2co.com.

DISCLAIMER: Any articles included in this publication and/or opinions expressed therein do not necessarily reflect the views of The N2 Company d/b/a Real Producers 
but remain solely those of the author(s). The paid advertisements contained within the Omaha Real Producers magazine are not endorsed or recommended by The N2 
Company or the publisher. Therefore, neither The N2 Company nor the publisher may be held liable or responsible for business practices of these companies.
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This section has been created to give you easier access when searching for a trusted real estate affiliate. 

Take a minute to familiarize yourself with the businesses sponsoring your magazine. These local businesses 

are proud to partner with you and make this magazine possible. Please support these businesses and thank 

them for supporting the REALTOR® community!

AUTO DETAILING

Owner’s Pride

(402) 715-9749
ownersprideclub.com

CABINETRY/

COUNTERTOPS

Level Countertops, 

Cabinets & Flooring

(402) 889-6257
levelomaha.com

CARPET/FLOORING

Floor Source

(402) 590-2626
floorsourceomaha.com

CHARCUTERIE BOARDS 

& GRAZING TABLES

Graze Craze

(531) 999-1293
grazecraze.com/
omaha-ne-midtowncrossing

CLOSETS & STORAGE

The Closet Factory

(402) 697-3600
closetfactory.com

COMMERCIAL & 

RESIDENTIAL CLEANING

Cano Complete Cleaning

(402) 706-9345
canocompletecleaning.com

CONCRETE LEVELING 

& REPAIR

Everlevel Concrete Repair

(402) 677-0188
everlevelconcrete.com

CONCRETE SERVICES

Sam the Concrete Man

(402) 265-0044
aksarben.samthe 
concreteman.com

CONSTRUCTION/

GENERAL CONTRACTING

Ideal Construction

(402) 592-4020
idealconstruction.com

Streamline Services

(402) 690-6154
streamline370.com

ESTATE SALES/

ONLINE AUCTIONS

Twist of Fate Estate Sales

(402) 510-8509
twistoffateestatesales.com

EXERCISE /  

PERSONAL TRAINER

The Exercise Coach

(402) 875-6596
exercisecoach.com

HANDYMAN

Streamline Services

(402) 690-6154
streamline370.com

HEALTH & WELLNESS

Elevate

(402) 250-3388
elevatestudios.com

HEALTH INSURANCE

Health Markets Insurance

(402) 517-0732
healthmarkets.com

HOME STAGING

Rearranged for Change

(402) 981-3509
rearrangedforchange.com

Set the Stage

(402) 915-1325
wesetthestage.com/
locations/sts-omaha-metro/

HVAC SERVICES

Haines Climate Control

(402) 981-4131
hainesclimatecontrol.com

Skradski Heating & Cooling

(402) 333-2928
heatomaha.com

INSURANCE

American Family Insurance

Terri Scholting

(402) 234-2504
tscholtingagency.com

AXNT Insurance

(402) 380-5318
axntinsurance.com

First Priority Insurance

(402) 218-1069
firstpriorityinsure.com

My Insurance

(402) 991-6688
myinsuranceomaha.com

INSURANCE/ 

FINANCIAL SERVICES

Jaffery Insurance & 

Financial Services

(402) 213-9890
jafferyinsurance.com

MED SPA/ WELLNESS

4Ever Young  

Anti-Aging Solutions

(402) 973-1525
4everyoungomaha.com

MORTGAGE LENDING

Barrett Financial Group

Liz Schreiber

(402) 316-8176
LizSchreiber.com

Charter West Bank & 

Mortgage Center

Francisco Serrano

(402) 339-2700
charterwest.com

CMG Home Loans

Stacy Thorne

(402) 871-8128
cmghomeloans.com

Core Bank

(402) 898-3328
corebank.com

Flat Branch Home Loans

(402) 581-9283
flatbranchhomeloans.com

Guaranteed Rate

Misty Hemphill-Wilson

(402) 708-0976
rate.com

Northwest Bank

(402) 334-0300
bank-northwest.com

Premier Bank

(402) 715-4691
PremierBankNE.com

Results Mortgage

Cindy Kinsler

(402) 542-5825
cindykinsler.com

Wilhelm Mortgage

(402) 210-8352
jeremywilhelm.com

MOVING / STORAGE

Monster Tote

(402) 401-7220
monstertote.com

MOVING COMPANY

10 Men Movers

(402) 860-2774
10menmovers.org

Firefighters on the Move

(402) 850-0145
firefightersonthemove.com

Movers & Shakers

(712) 899-6265
moversandshakersne.com

PHOTOGRAPHER

Natalie Jensen Photography

(402) 505-0522
nataliejensen 
photography.com

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

NHS Commercial Property 

Management

(402) 512-3525
heartlandforrent.com

ROOFING & EXTERIORS

Red Rhino Roofs

(402) 502-4270
redrhinoroofs.com

Thompson Roofing

(402) 733-0981
thompsonroofingomaha.com

ROOFING & GUTTERS

Rhino Roofing

(402) 890-8181
rhinoroofing.com

TERMITE & PEST CONTROL

Lien Termite & Pest

(402) 397-8884
lienpestcontrol.com

VIDEOGRAPHY / MARKETING

Glory Visuals

(402) 216-4830
gloryvisuals.com

WATER SOFTENING/ 

WATER SYSTEM

Clean Water Guys, Inc.

(402) 330-6440
cleanwaterguys.com

WINDOW  

TREATMENTS/CUSTOM

Accent Window Fashions

(402) 390-2667
omahawindowcovering.com

WOMEN’S BOUTIQUE

Beau Joyau

(402) 301-7103
beaujoyau.shop
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M E E T  T H E  O M A H A  R E A L  P R O D U C E R S  T E A M

AUSTIN HALL 
Videographer
GloryVisuals.com

hello@gloryvisuals.com

DARREN CLAUSEN 
Videographer
GloryVisuals.com

hello@gloryvisuals.com

ELLEN BUCHANAN 
Editor

STACEY PENROD 
Publisher

Stacey.Penrod@n2co.com

402-677-7744

SHENIA SCHLOSSER 
Ad Strategist

OmahaNE.ads@n2co.com

DAVE DANIELSON 
Writer

MARGARET WOLF 
Social Media Manager

MWolfPhotography.com

NATALIE JENSEN 
Photographer

NatalieJensenPhotography.com

JESS WELLAR 
Writer

402-330-6440 • 800-727-0707 • CleanWaterGuys.com • 13336 Industrial Road, Suite #106

Schedule your client's complimentary water analysis today!

40+ Years of Experience
B2B/Office Solutions

New Construction
Home Solutions & More

WATER SOLUTIONS
YOUR CLIENTS

CAN TRUST

Licensed
& Insured

402.850.0145
FirefightersOnTheMove.com

YOUR TRUSTED GUARDIANS IN MOVING
Residential,  Commercial & Long Distance
Piano/Gun Safes • Assisted Living & More!
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DELIVERY
& PICKUP

HELP YOUR 
CLIENTS MOVE 
SMARTER WITH 
STACKABLE 
TOTES

HELP YOUR 
CLIENTS MOVE 
SMARTER WITH 
STACKABLE 
TOTES

MONSTERTOTE.COM
(402) 401-7220

Weekly & Monthly Tote Rental Packages
Moving Supplies Available
Long Term Tote Storage 
@$.50 per tote/per month
Junk Removal

YOUR PARTNER IN SELLING HOMES FASTER!

Professional Home Staging That Makes Your Listings

Contact us today!
402.915.1325

Angela Markham
Owner & Operator 

STAND OUT.

402.860.2774 | 11717 South Plaza B-6 Apt 302, Omaha

WE SEND More  MOVERS
TO GET THE JOB DONE Faster!

10 Men Movers

Sc
an

 to
 sch

edu
le our team today!

Why Choose 10 Men?
We Have The Man Power
& Equipment to Get the Job
Done Fast & E�ciently O�ering
A Less Stressful Moving
Experience for Your Clients.

closetfactory.com

402-697-3600

PLUS FREE INSTALLATION*
$200OFF

Schedule your FREE in-home design consultation today!  
*Minimum purchase of $2,000 required. Must be presented at time of consultation. 
Cannot be combined with any other offer or existing contract. 

031
VISIT YOUR LOCAL SHOWROOM AT:

14639 Grover St
Omaha, NE 68144

Shelby & Matt Beers
Locally Owned & Operated Since 1998
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financial support, emphasizing the importance of 
really being there for one another.

During this holiday season, I hope you take pride 
in the impact you’ve had, not just in December but 
throughout the entire year. You inspire others to give 
generously and remind us all that small acts of kind-
ness create ripples that reach far beyond the moment.

As you close out the year, may you find joy in both 
the giving and receiving that fills this season. Here’s 
to a new year of continued generosity and community 
connection — cornerstones of Omaha and the spirit 
that binds us all together.

Warm regards,

Stacey Penrod 
Owner/Publisher
Omaha Real Producers
402-677-7744

Stacey.Penrod@n2co.com 
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GIVING IS A
YEAR-ROUND AFFAIR

Dear Real Producers of Omaha,

As we enter the holiday season, the spirit of giving is 
in full swing. It’s a time when we come together, enjoy 
the camaraderie of family, friends and community, and 
appreciate the joy that comes from giving. The holidays 
bring a sense of warmth rooted in the connections we 
value and the generosity that marks the season.

Your dedication to giving — of your expertise, your 
time, and your resources — makes a meaningful 
impact. When you sponsor a local youth sports team, 
provide supplies to a shelter, or volunteer at a com-
munity event, you help lay the foundation for a stron-
ger, more resilient community. As REALTORS®, your 
commitment to Omaha helps build and strengthen our 
thriving, interconnected community.

In the face of natural disasters and unexpected 
crises like we’ve seen around the country this 
year, the real estate community has consistently 
stepped up, not just with donations, but with time, 
resources, and heart. Whether it’s helping a neigh-
bor or supporting local schools and nonprofits that 
shape the future, the spirit of giving goes beyond 
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Ideal Construction 

Ideal Construction, founded in 2001 by 
Jeff Hartung, is a full-service construc-
tion company rooted in a family legacy 
of craftsmanship, with Jeff’s grandfather and uncle both serving 
as union carpenters. Drawing on his early training at Carpenters 
Union 444 and years of experience managing diverse projects, Jeff 
has built Ideal Construction into a trusted leader in Omaha’s office, 
restaurant, and retail tenant finish projects. Known for attention 
to detail and dedication to excellence, Ideal Construction handles 
everything from minor repairs to ground-up builds, delivering 
unmatched service at every stage. For more information, call 402-
592-4020 or visit IdealConstruction.com. 

Level Countertops, Cabinets,  

& Flooring 

Level Countertops, Cabinets, & 
Flooring specializes in custom 
cabinets, countertops, and flooring for both commercial and residen-
tial projects. With a team of expert designers, they make selection 
and design decisions simple and fast, ensuring a smooth experience. 
Committed to exceptional quality and attention to detail, Level guaran-
tees customer satisfaction, transforming any space into a masterpiece. 
Whether updating a kitchen, bathroom, office, or other areas, their 
custom cabinet shop is dedicated to exceeding expectations. For more 
information, call 402-889-6257, visit LevelOmaha.com, or stop by 

their Elkhorn showroom at 19019 Evans Street, 
Suite 109, Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

JEFF HARTUNG 

President 

Ideal Construction and 

Level Countertops, Cabinets, & Flooring

EverLevel Concrete Repair 

EverLevel Concrete Repair proudly 
serves Omaha and Kansas City, 
providing comprehensive concrete 
repair solutions that create safe, even surfaces at a fraction of the 
cost of replacement. Known for its trustworthiness and reliability, 
EverLevel has built a strong reputation by delivering proven solu-
tions tailored to its customers’ needs. Customer satisfaction is the 
company’s top priority, no matter the challenge. As a trusted local 
provider, EverLevel emphasizes transparency and personalized ser-
vice, with skilled project managers guiding customers through every 
step of the process during a free inspection to ensure clarity and 
confidence from start to finish. For more information or to sched-

ule a free inspection, call 402-677-0188 or visit 
EverLevelConcrete.com. 

TYLER WATKINS 

Managing Partner 

EverLevel Concrete Repair

Monster Tote 

Monster Tote simplifies 
the moving process with 
convenient, eco-friendly, 
and affordable solutions. 
Offering durable and sanitary totes for 
packing, Monster Tote delivers them to 
your doorstep and picks them up after 
your move — eliminating waste and hassle. 
Serving the Omaha and Lincoln metro 
areas, including Council Bluffs, Gretna, 
and Blair, they also provide long-term 
rental options, junk removal services, and 
partnerships with local vendors for mov-
ing, organizing, and downsizing support. 
Whether you’re relocating or declutter-
ing, Monster Tote ensures a stress-free 
experience. For more information, call 

402-401-7220 or visit 
MonsterTote.com. 

JOHN MCCONNELL 

Founder 

Monster Tote 

WELCOME, 
NEW PREFERRED PARTNERS!NEW PREFERRED PARTNERS!

We are pleased to welcome 4Ever Young Anti-Aging Solutions; 

AXNT Insurance; Beau Joyau; EverLevel Concrete Repair; Ideal 

Construction; Level Countertops, Cabinets, & Flooring; Monster 

Tote; Movers and Shakers; Rhino Roofing; and Set The Stage to  

the Omaha Real Producers family this month! These businesses have 

been vetted and referred to us by members of our own top- 

performing Real Producers community. If you have a need for their 

services, we hope you’ll consider contacting them…and be sure to 

look for them at our next big networking event coming soon!

4Ever Young Anti-Aging 

Solutions 

4Ever Young Anti-Aging Solutions 
in Omaha redefines wellness and 
vitality with a personalized, sci-
ence-backed approach to healthy 
aging. Offering advanced diag-
nostic methods and customized health plans, the clinic 
specializes in weight management, hormone replace-
ment therapy, medical weight loss therapy, IV therapy, 
and nutritional optimization. In addition to medical 
programs, 4Ever Young provides premier aesthetic 
services, including neurotoxin (Botox and Dysport) and 
dermal filler injections, Hydrafacials, custom facials, 
microneedling, and more to rejuvenate skin health and 
appearance. Centrally located near Elkhorn, Westside, 
Benson, Dundee, and Aksarben, the Omaha clinic serves 
neighboring cities like Gretna and Papillion. With expert 
care and cutting-edge solutions, 4Ever Young is a one-
stop destination helping clients “look their best” and 
“feel their best” at every stage of life. For more infor-

mation, call 402-973-1525 or visit 
4everyoungomaha.com. 

LES PAMARAN 

Owner 

4Ever Young Anti-Aging 

Solutions Omaha 

TIFFANY PAMARAN 

Co-Owner 

4Ever Young Anti-Aging 

Solutions Omaha

AXNT Insurance 

AXNT Insurance, owned by 
JR Rivera, with over a decade 
of experience, is a local insur-
ance brokerage offering clients 
access to a selection of over 14 leading insurance 
companies. The company employs six bilingual agents, 
ensuring seamless communication and personalized 
service for a diverse clientele. Dedicated to elevating 
the insurance experience, AXNT prioritizes clear com-
munication, a variety of tailored coverage options, and 
outstanding customer service. Their goal is to build 
lasting client relationships while continuously advanc-

ing the industry. For more informa-
tion, call them at 402-380-5318 or 
visit www.AXNTinsurance.com. 

JR RIVERA 

Founder & CEO 

AXNT Insurance

Beau Joyau 

Beau Joyau is a sophisticated wom-
en’s boutique offering an exquisite 
selection of apparel, jewelry, acces-
sories, and select Polish pottery. 
Known for its classic yet contempo-
rary style, the boutique features a curated mix of stun-
ning jewelry at a variety of price points and introduces 
exciting new brands for you to explore. Step inside 
to discover personalized styling tailored to highlight 
your best features, all while enjoying a truly unique 
shopping experience. At Beau Joyau, it’s about more 
than fashion — it’s about helping you feel confident 
and radiant. To learn more, call 402-301-7103, visit 

www.beaujoyau.shop, or stop by 
the boutique at 2947 South 108th 
Street in Omaha. 

PAMELA HUERTA 

Proprietor & Fashion Stylist 

Beau Joyau Boutique

Movers and Shakers 

Movers and Shakers 
offers an unparalleled 
moving experience, 
handling every detail 
from packing to perfectly placing items 
in your new home. Their full-service 
approach ensures a seamless, hassle-free 
transition, allowing clients to enjoy a 
stress-free moving day. With a focus on 
making each move as smooth as possi-
ble, Movers and Shakers is committed to 
delivering exceptional service, so clients 
can relax and embrace the journey. For 
more information on how Movers and 
Shakers can simplify your next move, call 

(712) 899-6265 or visit 
www.moversand 
shakersne.com. 

KIRA MCGAHAN 

Owner 

Movers and Shakers
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Scan to
learn more!

High End Estate Sales • Staging for Showings 402.510.8509 • TwistOfFateEstateSales.com

We Handle the STUFF, You Handle the SALE.
Your Partner for Smooth Transactions!

Rhino Roofing 

Rhino Roofing is a trusted Midwest 
roofing company with exceptional 
residential and commercial roofing 
solutions. Specializing in thorough 
inspections, repairs, and installa-
tions, their certified experts ensure 
the integrity and longevity of your roof. Rhino Roofing has 
become a go-to partner for real estate agents, who benefit 
from the company’s ability to streamline the process of 
preparing homes for sale, addressing inspection issues, 
and enhancing curb appeal. Their team understands the 
importance of meeting tight deadlines and delivering 
lasting quality, making them an invaluable resource in 
increasing property value and ensuring smooth transac-
tions. Whether resolving inspection concerns or upgrading 
a roof to impress potential buyers, Rhino Roofing provides 
professional, timely service that agents and their clients 

can rely on. Call 402-369-1512 or visit
RhinoRoofing.com for more information. 

LUCAS RUWE 

Chief Operating Officer 

Rhino Roofing

Set The Stage 

Set The Stage is a trusted 
source for home staging 
and furnishing solutions, 
offering tailored packages 
to create market-ready 
atmospheres or fully furnish 
vacation rentals. With a keen eye for design and 
a commitment to client satisfaction, co-owner 
Angela Markham ensures each project enhances 
both the aesthetic appeal and functionality of a 
home. As a wife and mom, Angela brings a per-
sonal touch to this family-run business, working 
alongside her husband, Matt, to deliver inviting, 

customized living environ-
ments. For more information, 
call 402-915-1325. 

ANGELA MARKHAM 

Owner & Operator 

Set The Stage 

Top Producers,
Top Results:
Guaranteeing Your
Clients' Financial
Success

Ready to Elevate
Your Mortgage

Game? 

Misty Hemphill-Wilson, Branch Manager
NMLS #324285

1210 N. 205th Street, Elkhorn, NE 68022 | C: (402) 708-0976
misty.hemphillwilson@rate.com  |  rate.com

760 W Gold Coast Rd #109,
Papillion, Nebraska 68046
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402.581.9283  |  FlatBranchHomeLoans.com  |  541 N 155th Plaza

READY TO ELEVATE
YOUR CLIENTS'
EXPERIENCE?

Your Partner in
Creating Happy

Homeowners
Gabe Kopun
Senior Mortgage
Banker
NMLS: 1049369
gkopun@fbhl.com
402.250.9530

Brad Dombrosky
 Senior Mortgage

Banker
NMLS: 404109

brad.dombrosky@fbhl.com

402.512.0041

Aaron Onufrock
Senior Mortgage
Banker
NMLS: 623661
aonufrock@fbhl.com
402.960.0346

A division of Flat Branch Mortgage, Inc. Equal Housing Lender. NMLS: 224149 (nmlsconsumeraccess.org)



Headshots
Branding

Lifestyle
Editorial
& More!

Amp Up Your Marketing Game This Year!
YOU ARE THE FACE OF YOUR BUSINESS.

Nataliejensen.photography
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“I always give 110 percent to my cli-
ents,” Mari explains. “I pride myself 
on my communication, along with 
giving the very best advice from many 
years of experience.”

A Family Legacy 

Mari’s love for real estate runs deep, 
beginning with her father, who 
started in real estate with Byron Reed 
before transitioning to commercial 
work with NP Dodge.

“I guess you could say it’s in my 
blood,” Mari shares. She initially 
pursued a different path, earning 
a degree in communications and 
advertising from the University 
of Nebraska-Lincoln and working 
as the public relations director at 
Marian High School.

In 1986, Jeff began his real estate 
career, and Mari eventually joined 
him after a few years of staying home 
with their young children.

“My husband and dad were both 
always encouraging me to get my 
license,” she recalls. By 1994, Mari 
took the plunge, joining Jeff in the 
business, and together they gradually 
built The Rensch Group into a power-
house mega team.

Reflecting on her early days in real 
estate, Mari is quick to acknowledge 
Jeff’s guidance and patience: “My 
husband was my wonderful mentor. I 
have a higher energy level, and he is 
so calm. We are a good balance!”

Strong Foundation 

Today, The Rensch Group is a team of 
11 agents, including Jeff and Mari, and 
one wonderful administrative assis-
tant, Kelly Kreifels, who has been with 
them for over 20 years. “Kelly is the 
glue to our group,” Mari says fondly.

The group operates with a collab-
orative, family-like culture, sup-
porting each other and their clients 
every step of the way.

“We are partners with each other, 
collaborative, and friends. We help 
each other whenever possible,” Mari 
explains, adding that they’ve never 
formally recruited agents. Even their 
daughter, Ali, joined organically, 
inspired by her parents’ careers.

The Rensch Group has built its rep-
utation on quality service and high 
standards, consistently winning NP 
Dodge’s top mega team award and 
leading in transactions for over 25 
years. In 2023, they closed over  
$94 million in sales, with similar 
projections for this year.

“It’s the day-to-day interaction 
with clients that keeps me moti-
vated,” notes Mari. “Meeting people 
who want to confide and trust in 
me, it keeps me fresh. “I feel our 
success comes from my faith, the 
love of family and friends, con-
tributing to my community, and 
having a positive impact on all 
those I encounter,” she adds.

The Rensch Group (Photo by Natalie Jensen)

cover story
By Jess Wellar

A Winning Balance

For nearly three decades,
Mari Rensch has been an
exceptional REALTOR®,
as well as team leader, with
NP Dodge, working along-
side her husband, Jeff, to
grow The Rensch Group
into one of Omaha’s most-
respected real estate teams.

Photo by Natalie Jensen

MARI
RENSCH
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With years of experience under her 
belt, Mari has seen plenty of market 
cycles as the industry continues to 
evolve. She encourages newcomers 
to seek guidance, just as she did. 
“Find a good mentor who can guide 
you with their knowledge of this 
business. It is complex on many lev-
els. And always ask questions,” she 
advises, pointing out that she still 
learns something new every day.

Mari’s secret sauce centers around 
authenticity and service. “Setting 
myself apart is not a goal, but rather 
being my true self, conducting busi-
ness with the highest level of profes-
sionalism, and helping my clients feel 
assured as they move forward,” she 
explains. She also emphasizes that 
real estate is not a nine-to-five job 
and that dedication to clients often 

means being available outside of tra-
ditional work hours.

“My friends and family under-
stand it’s a time-sensitive busi-
ness,” Mari elaborates, noting the 
importance of balancing work 
demands with personal life.

Devoted Grandma 

Outside of work, Mari and Jeff 
enjoy staying active with their large 
brood. Married for nearly 40 years, 
they have five grown children—Ali,
Conner, Gage, Quinn, and Micah— 
and nine grandchildren, with two 
more on the way! The couple looks 
forward to spending time with 
their loved ones at their lake house 
outside of Omaha, where they fish 
and boat together. Mari takes great 
pride in being a hands-on “Mimi” 

who isn’t afraid to bait a fish hook 
with her grandsons.

“We also like traveling and try to hit 
some bucket-list destinations yearly,” 
Mari continues, mentioning a recent 
trip to Greece and an upcoming 
adventure where Jeff will captain a 
54-foot catamaran in the British Isles.

A true animal lover, Mari’s home is 
filled with the love of a 10-year-old 
Australian shepherd named Moxie, 
and she fondly recalls a household 
filled with pets when her children 
were young. She’s also committed to 
staying active and loves Pilates, walk-
ing, and pickleball, and even finds 
time to snow ski and water ski each 
year. Her adventurous side still shows 
in her love of Harley Davidson rides 
with Jeff and friends.

Mari Rensch (left) with her husband, Jeff, and daughter, Ali (Photo by Natalie Jensen)

Photo by Natalie Jensen

I ALWAYS 

GIVE 110 

PERCENT 

TO MY 

CLIENTS. 

I PRIDE 
MYSELF ON MY 
COMMUNICATION, 
ALONG WITH 
GIVING THE 
VERY BEST 
ADVICE FROM 
MANY YEARS OF 
EXPERIENCE.
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Elizabeth Schreiber
NMLS #1447344

402.316.8176 |  LizSchreiber.com

WE WRAP IT UP IN
15 DAYS OR LESS!

Your Holiday
Closing

Partner

15% OFF
Y O U R  1 S T
S E R V I C E

Just mention this ad
when booking!

*Cannot be
combined with any

other offer.

Look Your Best,
Feel Your Best!

Botox, Dysport, and Dermal Fillers
Skincare and Rejuvenation Treatments

Hormone Replacement Therapy
Medical Weight Loss Treatment

4everyoungantiaging.com/omaha

Scan here to learn more or
to book a consultation.
VIP MEMBERSHIPS AVAILABLE!

402.973.1525

Mari’s passion for giving back to her community is equally profound. Over the 
years, she’s served on various philanthropic projects, chaired annual fundrais-
ers, and remains active in her church parish, continuing to volunteer “wher-
ever I’m needed.”

With no plans to slow down anytime soon, Mari eagerly anticipates staying 
involved with The Rensch Group while being available to support her teammates, 
clients and her grandchildren.

“The future is always bright!” she declares enthusiastically.

Above all, Mari remains grateful 
for finding a career she still grows 
excited about and for the family that 
fills her life with so much joy.

“Jeff and I feel beyond blessed to have 
a profession we love and a wonderful 
family to share our life with,” she 
concludes. “I truly enjoy helping my 
clients and being part of their journey, 
so I look forward to doing that for 
many years to come.”

Mari and Jeff Rensch (center) with their children and grandchildren
(Photo by CK Impressions Photography)

Photo by Natalie Jensen

Full Service Moves | Efficient & Reliable | Local/Women Owned

CALL KIRA TODAY!
Kira McGahan | 712.899.6265

From Packing to Unpacking,

We’ve Got Your Client Covered.

We make moving

FUN!FUN!
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UNLOCK THE POTENTIAL 
OF YOUR LISTINGS

YOUR ONE STOP SOLUTION FOR:

Handyman Repairs
Electrical & Plumbing

Carpentry & Drywall
Flooring & Painting

Siding & Gutters 
Decks & Fences

Concrete & Driveway Caulking

CONNECT WITH US

402.690.6154  |  streamline370.com

Thanks to the businesses who advertise within these 
pages, our local magazine publishers, and loyal readers 
like you, we're able to support trafficking survivors and 
break the chains of slavery – once and for all. n2gives.com      n2co.com

3 MILLION$
DONATED THIS YEAR TO HELP END MODERN-DAY SLAVERY.
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When Sallie Elliott first ventured into real estate, she had a clear mission: to 

create beautiful homes while making the experience of selling, buying, or building 

enjoyable and fulfilling for her clients. Today, as team lead of The Priority Group 

at BHHS Ambassador Real Estate, she continues to fulfill that vision.

power team
By Jess Wellar

Sallie Elliott &

THE PRIORITY 

GROUP
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Photos by Natalie Jensen

“I truly love building relationships with my clients,” she 
begins, “whether helping them move on to their next chapter 
of life or creating one-of-a-kind designs.”

Entrepreneurial Spirit 
Growing up in Illinois, Sallie learned about entrepreneur-
ship and the value of hard work from her own experiences. 
She lived in Bloomington, Illinois, for 25 years and owned a 
restaurant and catering company there from 1988 to 1998. 
“It taught me everything about customer service, design, 
party planning, and organization. School of hard knocks on 
that one,” she says with a chuckle.

After moving to Omaha in 2005, Sallie finished her 
interior design degree at Metropolitan Community 
College in Elkhorn. She obtained her real estate 
license in 2008 with the initial idea of flipping houses, 
but when the market crash hit, she decided to pivot 
and use her design background to assist other agents 
with staging while listing her own properties.

From left to right: Brett and Sallie Elliott’s son Clayton and daughter-in-law 
Katie (holding grandson Harper, pregnant with Maeve), Brett and Sallie, 
daughter-in-law Lyndee (with grandson Arthur and pregnant with Woody), 
and son Connor, with grandson Otis, at their beach house in Ashland.

During those early years, Sallie notes her focus on staging 
and design helped her stand out in a tough market. Over 
time, she developed strong relationships with builders and 
set herself up for success.

Shared Vision 
Sallie started representing Nathan Homes nearly a decade 
ago and launched The Priority Group to help clients navigate 
the choices between building new and buying existing prop-
erty. “I formed the team in 2010, back when groups were not 
a thing,” she points out.

Nathan Homes, known for their commitment to quality 
and collaboration with real estate agents, proved to be a 
perfect fit. Sallie’s power trio includes Mary Kay Young, 
who has been in real estate since the ‘90s and has worked 
alongside Sallie since 2010, and Lezlie Thomas, who 
joined earlier this year after helping complete the sale of 
lots for the Lake Allure development.

The Priority Group is rounded out with top-notch adminis-
trative and design support. “Hannah Hughes is our market-
ing person and handles e-cards, mailers, team support, and 
gifting,” Sallie explains. “We also have a design assistant, 
Taylor Hummel, who works for us through Nathan Homes. 
She organizes all the painting schedules, flooring, tile, and 
keeps everyone educated.”

Last year alone, the team closed nearly $37 million in vol-
ume with 68.5 units. For 2024, they’re projected to match 
or exceed those totals. The Priority Group’s track record of 
success is evident in the multiple awards Sallie has received, 
including the Chairman’s Circle Diamond Award, the 
Legends Award for long-term production, and the Summit 
Award for highest per-agent gross commission income.

For Sallie, success is simple — it all boils down to one thing: 
“Doing the hard work no matter the outcome.”

Sallie emphasizes that while she and her agents work inde-
pendently, their bond is close-knit and she prefers the bou-
tique feel to keep it that way. “We’re all independent agents; 
they’re not dependent on me for lead generation because 
they both have their spheres of influence,” Sallie explains. 
“We meet weekly and have a marketing assistant, Hannah 
Hughes, to see what everyone needs for open houses, social 
media promotion, that sort of thing.

“We have done trips in the past, such as Arizona in 
the spring several times for a job well done,” she 
continues. “I like to keep the team small to sup-
port each other and to be able to have fun.”

Design with Purpose 
Sallie’s background and education in interior design 
gives her a unique perspective on the industry. Whether 
helping clients buy a home that needs a vision, staging 
a seller’s home, or creating a new construction dream 
home, she approaches each project with a designer’s 
careful eye. Her team even maintains its own stag-
ing inventory in a rented warehouse, which allows 
them to provide comprehensive services to clients.

Sallie’s experience in the design field has also given her an 
opportunity to shine on HGTV. “I did a couple of shows. One 
of them was “My House Is Worth What?” with celebrity 
host Kendra Todd, winner of Season 3’s The Apprentice,” she 
laughs. “It was fun to see people’s reactions when they found 
out if we listed your home today, we’d offer x amount.”

Naturally, when it comes to growing her team, Sallie is 
just as particular about finding the right fit as she is with 
staging the right furniture. “I would potentially be looking 
for agents that appreciate quality new construction and 
look at having open houses as an opportunity rather than 
a task,” she says frankly.

I truly love what I do and the ups 
and downs of this business.

From left to right: Mary Kay Young, 
Sallie Elliott, Lezlie Thomas,  
Taylor Hummel
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A Full Life 
Outside of real estate, Sallie’s life revolves around 
her loved ones. She and her husband Brett have been 
married for 33 years and have four wonderful chil-
dren — Chase, Mallory, Connor, and Clayton — and six 
grandchildren between them.

“Our favorite time in the whole world is getting to 
babysit and spend time with our kids and grandkids,” 
Sallie beams. Whether boating on their pontoon at Lake 
Allure, baking with her brood, or enjoying family vaca-
tions to Charleston, South Carolina, the Elliotts cherish 
their time together. Sallie also loves to work out (she 
taught aerobics and personal training, pre-restaurant 
days) and qualifies “quiet time with my husband” as her 
favorite hobby.

Sallie also makes it a point to give back to the com-
munity. She and her husband actively support their 
church, Love Church, and its outreach ministries, 
while her team at The Priority Group is involved with 
Open Door Mission.

As she eyes the future, Sallie is focused on continuing 
to grow The Priority Group and her partnership with 
Nathan Homes. The Elliotts are also in the process of 
building their own Nathan Home at Lake Allure, remi-
niscent of their beach trips in South Carolina, and Sallie 
looks forward to the day they can move in.

“I truly love what I do and the ups and downs of this 
business. Long term, my goal is to continue to educate 
myself and create beautiful, one-of-a-kind homes with 
Nathan Homes,” she concludes. “Who knows, maybe 
one of my grandchildren would like to be a part of the 
real estate-design business someday!”

Jeremy Wilhelm
(c) 402-210-8352

Jeremy@JeremyWilhelm.com
JeremyWilhelm.com

NMLS: 10197

1974080, 10197

Winning Contracts in This Competitive Market is 
WHAT WE DO!

• Partner with Us for Unbeatable Results.
• 1% Down Conventional Loans.

• Below Market Interest Rates

• E�cient & Quick Turnaround Times for You & Your Clients.

Sallie Elliott represents Nathan Homes. 
(Photos by Natalie Jensen)



Omaha Real Producers • 3736 • December 2024 @realproducers realproducersmag.com

Omaha’s Best 
Pest Control!

Brad Earl, 
43 Years Of Experience
402.397.8884
LienPestControl.com

ON US TO
ENSURE YOUR
CLIENT IS THE
ONLY ONE
MOVING IN!

Residential & Commercial
Extermination

Specialists in Rodents,
Ants, Termites,
Fleas & More!

Contact us today
for a free estimate!

LIENLIEN

One 

THOUSANDS OF INSURANCE PLANS,
NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED BRANDS.

Let Me Find Your Family the
Perfect Healthcare Solution

JON JACOBI, LUTCF, FSS
LICENSED INSURANCE CONSULTANT

402.517.0732
Jonathan.Jacobi@HealthMarkets.com

HealthMarkets Insurance Agency, Inc. is licensed in all states. 
Service and product availability varies. Agents may be 

compensated based on enrollment. No obligation to enroll.
©2021 HealthMarkets 46841-HM-1220

HEALTH INSURANCE

MEDICARE INSURANCE

SMALL GROUP INSURANCE

LIFE INSURANCE

SUPPLEMENTAL INSURANCE

Size
Does Not Fit All...
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Pursuing Her Purpose

By Dave Danielson 
Photos by Natalie Jensen

It’s true that success tends to 
follow those who work with a 
positive sense of purpose — 
people like Melissa Gerdes, 
a REALTOR® with Berkshire 
Hathaway HomeServices 
Ambassador Real Estate. 

Taking a Chance on Herself 
Before venturing into real estate, 
Melissa spent years working in social 
work, a field she deeply loved.

“I was passionate about helping 
people,” Melissa says, recalling her 
time at Project Harmony, where she 
worked closely with children and 
families. Despite this passion, Melissa 
felt a pull toward something new. 
“The pandemic really made me reflect 
on life,” she says. “I wanted to spend 
more time with my family, and I real-
ized how quickly things can change.”

It was a conversation with the Realtor 
who sold her home in 2017 that 
planted the seed of a career shift. 
“She saw something in me, something 
that could help others in real estate. I 
prayed about it, and eventually, I took 
the leap,” Melissa explains.

rising star

MELISSA GERDES
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In April 2021, Melissa earned her real 
estate license and quickly discov-
ered that her background in social 
work gave her a unique approach to 
the business. “Real estate, in many 
ways, is about guiding people through 
significant decisions in their lives, 
just like social work,” she explains. “I 
realized I had a passion for educating 
people and making the process as 
smooth as possible for them.”

Thriving Through Time 
Melissa’s first year in real estate was 
nothing short of remarkable. During 
that time, she sold over $5 million in 
sales volume. “It was beyond what I 
expected, but it affirmed that I was in 
the right place,” she says.

Her success didn’t stop there. This 
year, Melissa expects to close nearly 
$8 million in residential sales volume 
and has expanded into commercial 
real estate, with $4.7 million in list-
ings yet to close. “This year has been 
a lot of firsts for me, and it’s been 
exciting to branch out into commer-
cial real estate,” she says.

Her secret to success? Melissa 
believes it’s all about relationships.

“In social work, it was always about 
the people, and I’ve carried that 
with me into real estate,” she says. 
“I focus on building strong relation-
ships with my clients and colleagues. 
It’s important to me to empower my 
clients by giving them the tools they 
need to understand the process. I 
want them to feel confident and sup-
ported every step of the way.”

Melissa has even developed a 
concierge service for her clients to 
ensure their experience is seamless 
and memorable. “I want to make 
sure my clients feel taken care of, 
whether it’s their first home or an 
investment property. I’m there to 
guide them and make sure everything 
goes smoothly,” she points out.

Family Foundation 
One of the most rewarding aspects of 
Melissa’s career is the opportunity to 
work with her family. She recently 
hired her eldest daughter, Katherine, 
as her assistant.

“I’m so excited about what’s to come. 
It’s such a blessing to be able to work 
with my daughter,” she says. Melissa 
is also the proud mother of three 
other children: Dylan, Jacob, and 
Emily, who continue to be her source 
of inspiration and motivation.

When she’s not busy with real estate, 
Melissa enjoys spending time outdoors, 
particularly kayaking in the local lakes. 
“Kayaking is so peaceful and relaxing,” 
she shares. “It’s one of my favorite 
things to do in the summer. It gives me 
time to reflect and recharge.”

Melissa also enjoys baking, a passion 
that has led her to create cakes for 
a couple of weddings in the past. “I 
love being creative in the kitchen. It’s 
another way I unwind,” she shares.

Giving Back to the Community 
Melissa’s commitment to helping 
others extends beyond her real estate 

I want to make sure my clients feel taken care of, 

whether it’s their first home or an investment property. 

Melissa Gerdes is a Realtor with BHHS Ambassador Real Estate.
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Hello, Neighbor!
I'm Tyler, your friendly
neighborhood lender.

Tyler Seaman, Loan Officer
402.332.1090  |  tseaman@getmortgageresults.com

NMLS ID # 2566195

10373 Pacific Street, Omaha

I'm here to help your client
navigate the sometimes tricky financial world because 
every step counts on the path to homeownership. 

career. She continues to volunteer 
with Project Harmony, offering inter-
pretation services in Spanish.

“Helping others is at the core of who 
I am,” she says. She also volunteers 
with Catholic Charities, working at 
food pantries to serve those in need. 
“It’s important to me to give back to 
the community. I’ve been blessed in 
so many ways, and I want to share 
that with others.”

Advice for Aspiring REALTORS® 
When asked what advice she would 
give to those considering a career in 
real estate, Melissa emphasizes perse-
verance and faith. “Never give up,” 
she says. “Real estate can be challeng-
ing, but if you have faith, persever-
ance, and a heart to help others, you’ll 
be successful. On hard days, remem-
ber to have a heart of gratitude. That 
will keep you going.”

From social work to real estate, 
Melissa’s dedication to helping others 
has remained a constant. “I want peo-
ple to see that I’m a positive person 
and that my faith is a big part of who 
I am. I love people, and I love helping 
them achieve their dreams,” she says. 
“We’re all a family in this business, 
and I’m so grateful to be a part of it.”
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402.670.5995
MrPicnicOmaha.com

Your One-Stop Shop
for Event Rentals.
Your One-Stop Shop
for Event Rentals.
Tables, Chairs, Tents, Bars,
Drink Machines & More!

R E N T  |  D E L I V E R  |  S E T - U P
Servicing personal, corporate, and educational events!

Scan For Scheduling Information!(402) 706-9345 • canocompletecleaning.com

Freedom From Cleaning...

... it's a Fabulous Feeling!
• Move-In/Move-Out Cleaning

• One-Time Deep Cleaning

• Carpet Cleaning/Floor Maintenance

• Window Cleaning

• Routine Home Cleaning

• Commercial Cleaning
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OmahaWindowCovering.com

Residential | Commercial | Patio

2611 N 204th St, Ste. 105, Elkhorn             (402) 390-2667
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GrazeCraze.com
531.999.1293  

220 S. 31st Ave.,
#3109, Omaha, NE

• Personalized and professionally      
   packaged gifts
• Large variety of packaging sizes
• Customized for any group size
• Using only premium ingredients
• Delivery services to the Omaha area

Delight
Your Senses

Omaha's Only
Full-Time,

Full-Service
Charcuterie 
Restaurant!
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Discover a Private Sanctuary in West Omaha

Meets Tranquility 
Where Elegance

Photos by Cara Bresette-Yates

luxury property spotlight 

and essential amenities. 
Two dual locker rooms/
bathrooms with private 
showers are perfect for 
post-adventure cleanups.

The upper level includes 
a spacious 6+ car garage 
with dual heaters and 
epoxy flooring. Stairs lead 
to both an above-garage 
loft and a lower garage. 
The lower level also offers 
a 4+ car heated/cooled 
garage with 12-foot ceilings, 
perfect for larger vehicles 
or a mini sport court.

A safe room in the lower 
level, with reinforced 
concrete walls and ceil-
ing, provides peace of 
mind in any situation.

Nestled in West Omaha’s prestigious 
enclaves, a luxurious estate redefines 
opulence and tranquility. Set behind a 
secure gated entrance, this residence 
offers privacy and direct access to the 
picturesque Zorinsky Lake Trails — 
perfect for nature lovers.

Built in 2014 by Grace Homes, this 
estate features a timeless, all-brick and 
stone exterior with a durable DaVinci 
roof. Inside, soaring 11- to 18-foot 
ceilings enhance the expansive feel. 

Elegant travertine flooring and plush 
carpets contribute to the luxurious 
ambiance, complemented by plantation 
shutters and 8-foot solid wood doors. 
The home also features zero-entry 
access from the garage, a dedicated 
laundry area, and a drop zone for 
everyday essentials.

The primary suite serves as a retreat, 
featuring a spacious bedroom with 
a sitting area, fireplace, and custom 
built-ins. The bathroom includes 

a barrel ceiling, heated floors, and 
designer tile, creating a spa-like atmo-
sphere with a jetted clawfoot bathtub 
and a large walk-in closet.

The lower level, designed for comfort, 
features custom wrought iron balusters 
and includes a second full kitchen, a 
second laundry room, and two addi-
tional bedrooms — one of which can 
be divided for added flexibility. This 
versatile space is ideal for independent 
living, equipped with garage access 
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Make A Lasting Impression...
Auto Wash • Detailing • Protection Services & more!

Scan to book your
appointment today!

402.715.9749 • OwnersPrideOma.com • 13730 P St, Omaha

For more information, call Shari Grimes or Karen Wilwerding with Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Ambassador Real Estate. 

Shari Grimes 

402-659-6553
shari.grimes@bhhsamb.com

Karen Wilwerding 

402-598-6686
karen.wilwerding@bhhsamb.com

3303 South 168th Street ,  Omaha,  NE 68130  |   $2,995,000

The main level kitchen is a chef’s 
dream, featuring a 10-foot island ideal 
for meal preparation and casual dining. 
Equipped with state-of-the-art appli-
ances, custom cabinetry, and a walk-in 
pantry, this kitchen is designed for 
entertaining. An open-concept lay-
out allows for seamless interaction 
between cooking and dining areas, 
enhanced by large windows that flood 
the space with natural light.

Step outside to a covered deck 
with elegant tile flooring and a 

remote-controlled retractable screen, 
providing stunning backyard views.  
The outdoor area includes a heated 
20x45-foot saltwater pool with a 
retractable cover, a charming brick 
pool house with a premium Wolf gas 
grill, a cozy gazebo, and a gas firepit.

Set on 1.76 acres with nearly 90 mature 
trees, the property features profession-
ally landscaped grounds and land-
scape lighting for enchanting evening 
gatherings. An on-site well supplies the 
sprinkler system and pool, ensuring the 
landscape remains vibrant year-round.

Equipped with two geothermal 
units and backup HVAC, this 
home offers energy efficiency 
and comfort.

This estate is more than a home; 
it’s a lifestyle. With unparalleled 
amenities and a serene location, 
it invites you to indulge in the 
finest aspects of living in West 
Omaha — where luxury meets 
nature and privacy meets ele-
gance. Don’t miss the chance to 
own this masterpiece.
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Realtors’ Realtors’ Storm Damage ExpertsStorm Damage Experts

GET YOUR PROPERTY INSPECTEDGET YOUR PROPERTY INSPECTED
BEFORE THE CLAIM WINDOW EXPIRESBEFORE THE CLAIM WINDOW EXPIRES

FREE ESTIMATESFREE ESTIMATES
Experts in insurance claimsExperts in insurance claims

Home 
GROWN 

Locally 
O W N E D

JOHN WANNINGER
OWNER

 Call us at 402-502-4270  or Visit RedRhinoRoofs.com  



PARTNER WITH OMAHA’S
HEATING & COOLING EXPERTS!

We strive to provide the best possible service to your clients.
Heating & Cooling Installation & Repair • 24/7 Emergency Services • Financing Available

402.981.4131 • HAINESCLIMATECONTROL.COM

JEREMY HAINES, OWNER

Our reviews speak
for themselves!


