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FREE Estimates & Inspections
Locally Owned and Operated

Serving Albuquerque, Rio Rancho, East Mountain, and Surrounding Areas

WaterExtractionExperts.com
505.250.6500
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Albuquerque's Trusted Restoration
and Remodel Experts
Albuquerque's Trusted Restoration
and Remodel Experts
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See What Sets Us Apart! 
Scan to see our 5-star 

Google Reviews!

Chris Hood
Sales Manager

505-212-8000 Office
505-453-5506 Mobile

NMLS #234059

Joshua and Chris Hood.

Joshua Hood
Junior Loan Officer

505-212-8003 Office
505-359-8233 Mobile

 NMLS #2000145

Lock in your interest rate up front 
with the peace of mind knowing 

we will float your rate down if rates 
improve before closing. 

 
Available on standard conventional, 

FHA and VA loans.

HomeTrust Mortgage 
Rate Lock
Protection



ABQ Real Producers • 54 • December 2024 @realproducers realproducersmag.com

3318 Girard Blvd NE Albuquerque, NM 87107 

We Go the Extra Mile

so You Don’t Have to

» Repair
» Installation
» Plumbing
» Heating
» Cooling

Scan Now for Your

Free Quote!

505.366.1785  »  MarathonMechanicalNM.net  »  3318 Girard NE
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Serving Albuquerque, Rio Rancho, Tijeras and surrounding Areas

Gary Hernandez
505.677.1059 | 505.881.4568

Licensed, bonded and insured  |  NM License Number: GB2 400746

REPAIRING, PATCHING, & PAINTING ALL STUCCO TYPES
BEST POSSIBLE COLOR & PAINT MATCHING

TOP AGENTS CHOOSE US FOR
QUICK, AFFORDABLE

STUCCO REPAIRS!

Most Inquiries Answered Within 24 Hours, Call Now!

 

Welcome to Hawk Roofing, your premier Albuquerque roofing 
contractor. With a commitment to excellence in both commercial 
and residential roofing, we lead the way in providing top-notch 

roofing services in Albuquerque and the surrounding areas. 

Roof Installations & Repairs
Weather Damage  |  Gutter Installation & Repairs

Licensed, Bonded & Insured

Residential and Commercial

505.450.1479  |  505.881.4568
hawkroofingadmn505@gmail.com

NM License #400746

Fast Roofing Assessments
and Solutions for

Top Performing Realtors

Elizabeth McCabe
Writer

Dan Clark
Writer

M E E T  T H E  A B Q  R E A L  P R O D U C E R S  T E A M

DISCLAIMER: Any articles included in this publication and/or opinions expressed therein do not necessarily reflect the views of The N2 Company d/b/a Real Producers but 
remain solely those of the author(s). The paid advertisements contained within the ABQ Real Producers magazine are not endorsed or recommended by The N2 Company 
or the publisher. Therefore, neither The N2 Company nor the publisher may be held liable or responsible for business practices of these companies.

If you are interested in contributing or nominating Realtors for certain stories, please email 
us at ml.rauch@realproducersmag.com, or call ML at (505) 250-0092.

Maddie Podish 
Social Media Coordinator

Madison Coble 
Content Coordinator

Jordan Wilson
Advertising Strategist

M.L. Rauch
Publisher

Tara Terhune
Client Concierge Manager

Liz Lopez
Photographer

Liz Lopez Photography

Elizabeth & Jason 
Ponic 

Photographer 
Ponic Photography

- JUMBO
- HIGH BALANCE
- CONFORMING
- VA CONF/JUMBO
- USDA
- FHA
- FHA 203K
- MANUFACTUED
- BRIDGE LOANS 
- Up to 12 mos

- INVESTOR
- DSCR
- ASSET DEPLETION
- FIX N FLIP
-

- SPEC LOAN
- DOCTOR
- HELOAN (2ND) 

INVESTMENT
- NON-WARRANTAB

LE
- CONDO
- COMMERCIAL
- HELOC & 5 DAY 

HELOC
- FOREIGN 

NATIONAL
- VINEYARD
- REVERSE  
-

- MORTGAGE
- (Purchase Refi/Jumbo)

- ITIN & DACA
- LAND/DOT LOAN
- 1-TIME CLOSE 

CONSTRUCTION
- FARM/RANCH
- ALL IN ONE
- RENOVATION
- CROSS 

COLLATERAL
- BANK STATEMENT
- HARD MONEY
- PROFIT & LOSS

WE SHOP 220+
DIFFERENT LENDERS TO FIND 
FASTER, EASIER, AND CHEAPER MORTGAGE FOR CONSUMER'S HOME PURCHASE OR REFINANCE

(505) 506-7232
www.nataliefallbach.com

©2023 NEXA Mortgage
LIC. AZMB 0944059

NMLS# 1660690
3100 W Ray Road #201

Office #209 Chandler, AZ 85226

NATALIE
FALLBACH

NMLS# 1452954

Empowered by 
NEXA Mortgage Brokers

Team@fallbachmtg.com 
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This section has been created to give you easier access when searching for a trusted real estate affiliate. 

Take a minute to familiarize yourself with the businesses sponsoring your magazine. These local businesses 

are proud to partner with you and make this magazine possible. Please support these businesses and thank 

them for supporting the REALTOR® community!

CLEANING SERVICE

Four Seasons Cleaning

Michael Galaviz

(505) 489-0755
www.fourseasons 
cleaning.com

DUCT RESTORATION

Duct Worx

Scott Herrmann

(505) 600-9374
www.ductworxnm.com

ELECTRICIAN

Benco Electric, LLC

Ben Schroeder

(505) 934-1221
www.bencoelectricllc.net

ESCROW

Sunwest Escrow

Terry White

(505) 237-2225
www.sunwestescrow.com

ESTATE LIQUIDATION

HR Integrity  

Liquidation Services

Barbara Spear

(505) 339-8401

ESTATE SALES

My Auction Addiction

Lloyd Swartz

(505) 252-0915
www.Albuquerque 
AuctionAddiction.com

HOME INSPECTION

Beyond Inspections Service

Michelle Castaneda

(505) 780-8132
www.beyondinspect.com

Duke City Inspections

Matt Williams

(505) 587-3535
www.dukecity 
inspections.com

Erhart Home Inspections

Rick Erhart

(505) 861-9040

Fireman Home 

Inspections LLC

Lee Carns

(505) 353-2979
www.firemanhome 
inspections.com

Pillar To Post  

Home Inspectors

Eric Robinson

(505) 247-2298
www.pillartopost.com/cgteam

HOME STAGING

All About Staging

Trish Tilley

(505) 228-2895
www.allaboutstaging.info

HVAC/PLUMBING

C & L Total Service LLC

Chad Padilla

(505) 294-3777
www.CandLTotal 
ServiceLLC.com

Marathon Mechanical 

Services, LLC

Mikaela Medina

(505) 366-1785
www.marathon 
mechanicalnm.net

INSURANCE

Allstate Insurance

Larisa Pearcy

(505) 337-0900

Farm Bureau 

Financial Services

Mark Krueger

(505) 998-7250
www.agentmarkkrueger.com

Strategic Insurance Group

Benito Ortiz

(505) 585-0227
www.thesigco.com

INVESTMENTS

Juan Buys Houses

Juan Duran

(505) 907-6294
www.abqcashbuyers.com

IV THERAPY/

WELLNESS STUDIO

Prime IV: IV Therapy 

& IV Drip Infusions

Karl Miller

(505) 587-5789

JUNK REMOVAL 

& HAULING

Daniel’s Dumping 

& Hauling, LLC

Daniel Vega

(505) 610-1103
www.danielsdumping.com

LANDSCAPING

La Barge Landscape, Inc.

Ashley Lantry

(505) 345-3000
www.labargelandscape.net

MORTGAGE

Guild Mortgage

Robert Sanchez

(505) 573-9777
www.branches.
guildmortgage.com/

Waterstone Mortgage

Zora LaClair

(505) 389-1900
www.waterstone 
mortgage.com

MORTGAGE ADVISOR

Bell Bank Mortgage

Yvette Klinkmann

(505) 366-9090
www.mortgagesby 
yvette.com

MORTGAGE BANKER

Bank of Albuquerque

Lauren Sandoval

(505) 533-2059
Sarah Whitlock

(505) 239-1022

MORTGAGE BROKER

Fallbach Mortgage Brokers

Natalie Fallbach

(505) 506-7232
www.nataliefallbach-
homeloans.com

MORTGAGE LOAN OFFICER

Hometrust Mortgage

Chris Hood

(505) 453-5506
NMLS-234059

MOVING COMPANY

Faith Moving Company

Nick Fehrenbach

(505) 249-0632
www.faithmoving 
company.com

ProRelo Bekins

Brad Killman

(505) 888-1007
www.myabqmover.com

PHOTOGRAPHY-FAMILY/

REAL ESTATE/EVENTS

Liz Lopez Photography

Liz Lopez

(505) 401-9843
www.lizlopez 
photography.com

Ponic Photography

Jason & Elizabeth Ponic

(505) 595-5388
www.ponicphotography.com

PRIVATE CHEF SERVICES, 

EVENTS & CATERING

Noah’s Table, LLC

Noah Scanland

(505) 803-8827

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

Couture Brokerage

Toni-Lei Ponic

(505) 321-3259
www.couturebrokerage.com

Nizhoni Property 

Management

Karla Rickert

(505) 264-1016

ROOFING SERVICES

Alanis Roofing, LLC

Mark Alanis

(505) 710-5507
www.alanisroofingnm.com

Hawk Roofing

Justin Hawkins

(505) 450-1479
www.hawkroofing505.com

STUCCO-INSTALL/

MAINTAIN/REPAIR

Stucco Now

Gary Hernandez

(505) 881-4568

TITLE COMPANY

First American Title

Teresa Manzanares

(505) 888-8231
www.nm.firstam.com

WATER/MOLD 

RESTORATION

Water Extraction Experts

Matt Adlesperger

(505) 250-6500
www.waterextraction 
experts.com

Liquidate with Ease
This Holiday Season

HR
•House Cleanouts
•Estate Sales, prepping & hosting
•Final Clean for Listing

•House Cleanouts
•Estate Sales, prepping & hosting
•Final Clean for Listing

HR Integrity Liquidation Services
BARBARA SPEAR • (505) 339-8401

Serving Albuquerque
for over 8 years!

Y O U R  T R U S T E D  P A R T N E R

FAST & HASSLE-FREE
DUMPSTER RENTALS

Flatbed Hauling · Debris Removal · Yard Clean Outs

Skid-Steer Services · Junk/Trash Removal

Dump Trailers Rentals · 15 & 20 Yard Dumpster Rentals

505.610.1103
DanielsDumping.com

CHECK US
OUT ONLINE!
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HERE’S WHAT 
ABQ’S TOP 300 
AGENTS SOLD

B Y  T H E  N U M B E R S
2023

AVERAGE 
SALES VOLUME 
PER AGENT

$12.2
MILLION AVERAGE 

TRANSACTIONS 
PER AGENT

31

SALES VOLUME
 $3.66 BILLION

9,385

TOTAL TRANSACTIONS

Call to Ensure Your Listings are
Ready for the Winter Market!

Check out all our services on our website!
 ALANISROOFINGNM.COM

Mark V. Alanis
Sales/Project Manager 

505.710.5507
malanisnca@yahoo.com

Realtors get special
pricing and

priority scheduling!Partner with Us
FOR ROOFS
THAT SLEIGH
THE MARKET

Picture Perfect Homes, Captured to Sell!

LizLopezPhotography.com
505.401.9843

Owl-right, Let's Get 
This Deal Done!

ERHART ERHART 
HOME INSPECTIONSHOME INSPECTIONS

505-861-9040505-861-9040

• RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL
• SEWER SCOPES
• TERMITE INSPECTIONS
• PRE-LISTING INSPECTIONS
�

Statewide Home Inspections
for Satisfied Clients!

Call Rick
Erhart Today! 
Call Rick
Erhart Today! 
Call Rick
Erhart Today! 

rickinspectshomes@gmail.com�
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E M P O W E R I N G  H O M E O W N E R S  A N D  E N T R E P R E N E U R S

D U K E  C I T Y

By Beth McCabe  |  Photos by Ponic Photography

partner spotlight

Our mission is to 
bring peace and 
confidence to every 
environment by 
providing unmatched 
customer service so 
that others can make 
fact based decisions.

I N S P E C T I O N S

MATT WILLIAMS, 
OWNER

“I love helping people find their 

success,” says Matt Williams, 

founder and owner of Duke City 

Inspections in Albuquerque, 

New Mexico. Whether he’s 

assisting homebuyers with their 

inspections or coaching other 

business owners, Matt brings a 

blend of optimism and dedication 

to his work that sets him apart. 

“I’m an optimist — sometimes to 

a fault,” he laughs. “But waking 

up each morning excited about 

helping others is what drives me.”

Born in Portland, Oregon, Matt 
moved to Albuquerque at age 13 
and quickly grew to love his new 
home. By age 14, he’d already taken 
his first steps into entrepreneur-
ship, mowing lawns in his neigh-
borhood. “I always knew I was 
going to be an entrepreneur,” he 
recalls. He loved the independence 
and being able to build something 
from the ground up. From his ear-
liest days, he had a natural ability 
to lead, a quality that carried him 
through a varied career where 
he owned and managed over ten 
different companies, from gyms 
and car lots to construction and 
electrical contracting.

After navigating the 2008 finan-
cial crisis — which forced him 

to close his electrical contract-
ing business — Matt remained 
resilient as a go-getter and a 
risk taker, embracing both his 
successes and setbacks. 

“I’ve been fortunate enough to win 
more than I’ve lost,” he reflects. 
This entrepreneurial spirit brought 
him to home inspections in 2019, 
a field he chose after recognizing a 
need in the industry for high-qual-
ity service and competition. “I 
did my research and talked with 
friends, and home inspections felt 
like a great fit for me.”

Since founding Duke City 
Inspections, Matt’s business has 
grown steadily, now employing 
six inspectors and a dedicated 
operations team. The company 
has become a one-stop shop 
for inspection needs, offering 
not only standard home inspec-
tions but also ancillary services 
like termite inspections, radon 
testing, mold assessment, and 
lead-based paint testing. “Our 
mission is to bring peace and 
confidence to every environ-
ment by providing unmatched 
customer service so that others 
can make fact based decisions,” 
he explains. “We work hard 
to conduct quality inspections 

and deliver our findings in an 
easy-to-digest format, which we 
hope reduces anxiety and brings 
clarity for our clients.”

In addition to running Duke 
City Inspections, Matt hosts a 
podcast in the home inspection 
space, Empire State of Mind, 
where he shares insights on 
building a business empire. “It’s 
a platform where I can connect 
with other inspection compa-
nies and share strategies to 
grow and succeed.”

For Matt, success is about oper-
ating from a place of purpose and 
alignment. “I’ve learned that the 
most fulfilling ventures are those 
that match my gifts, talents, and 
who I am as a person,” he says. 
“If you’re working in alignment 
with your purpose, success natu-
rally follows.”

Looking to the future, Matt 
plans to expand his coaching 
and consulting work, helping 
other business owners achieve 
the freedom and success they 
desire. “I have a commitment to 
excellence in everything that I 
do,” he comments.
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Personal Pastimes 

Outside of work, he enjoys traveling, 
playing the drums, piano, and bass, 
and recently picked up pickleball 
and golf. “Music has always been a 
big part of my life. I can’t read music, 
but if I can hear it, I can play it,” 
he says, recalling his years play-
ing drums in rock bands and even 
recording on a few albums.

Leading With Impact 

For Matt, Duke City Inspections is 
more than a business; it’s a way to 
make a positive impact on others, 
whether through an inspection 
that brings peace of mind or advice 
that helps another business owner 
thrive. “Helping people is at the 
heart of everything I do,” he says 
with a smile. In helping others, Matt 
Williams has truly found his calling 
by making the world a better place 
through being a natural leader and 
serial entrepreneur. 

For more information on Duke City Inspections, 

check out their website, www.dukecityinspections.

com, or call (505) 587-3535.

If you’re working in 
alignment with your 
purpose, success 
naturally follows.

505-587-3535 Call/Text
dukecityinspections.com - Book Online 24/7

Keep Your Deals Moving
with Duke City Inspections

ALL O
F 

O
U

R
 IN

SP
EC

TORS ARE LICEN
SED

 &
 IN

SURED.

Full Home | Radon Gas | Mold Testing | Termite/WDO | Same Day Reports | And more…

Schedule Your
Inspection Today!

Fast,
Thorough
Inspections
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EXPERIENCE THE BEAUTY OF EFFORTLESS MANAGEMENT.
BEAUTIFUL PROPERTIES | BEAUTIFUL PROFITS

Karla Rickert • 505.644.1111 • NizhoniPropertyManagement.comLI
C

EN
SE

 N
U

M
B

ER
 2
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88

The World’s Most Well-Known & Oldest Moving Company Since 1891

• Comprehensive Packing, Moving, & Storage 
Solutions for Any Size Move

• Customized & Guaranteed Relocation Plans for 
Your Clients- And We Go Anywhere and Everywhere 
since 1891

• New Mexico’s highest-rated mover, 4.8 stars with 
1,850+ reviews on Google!

• Early Quotes Will Save Your Clients Money and Time!

Your Moving Plan Starts with your FREE QUOTE. 
Call Anytime to Schedule!

505.888.1007 | myabqmover.com | becca@myabqmover.com
2600 1st ST NW | Albuquerque

SIMPLIFY YOUR CLIENTS' MOVES
ONE-STOP MOVING SOLUTIONS WITH PRORELO BEKINS

SIMPLIFY YOUR CLIENTS' MOVES
ONE-STOP MOVING SOLUTIONS WITH PRORELO BEKINS

505-237-2225  •  Sunwestescrow.com  
10600 Menaul Blvd NE Albuquerque, NM 87112

*Notify your escrow agent that you want the contract ordered from Sunwest Escrow and Steider & Associates.

Use a QI (Qualified Intermediary) to facilitate the transaction!
Learn more at sunwest1031.com

When trading up in property, your 
investors can save on capital gains taxes by 

rolling the gains into a new property!



ABQ Real Producers • 1918 • December 2024 @realproducers realproducersmag.com

Growing up in the Philippines, Lalaine 
Stone knows what it was like to come from 
nothing. Living in a third-world country in 
poverty was challenging. She shares, “There 
were days when my dad would worry about 
what we were going to eat tomorrow. I went 
to bed not to sleep, but to forget about my 
growling stomach,” she admits.

Despite her upbringing, Lalaine always had 
a dream in her heart. “I always dreamed big 
and wanted to go to the United States,” she 
smiles. “And here I am.”

BIG DREAMS 
Although she initially aspired to become 
a nurse, financial hardship prevented her 
from pursuing that path. “In the Philippines, 
the only way to change your life is through 
education,” she explains. Unable to afford 
nursing school, she decided to become an 
accountant, earning an accounting degree. 
Her hard work paid off when she was offered 
a position as an assistant at the university 
where she studied. This led her to pursue a 
master’s degree, and eventually, she became 
a teacher at the same institution. “I’m very 
fortunate. God had a plan for me,” she says 
with gratitude.

Even though she didn’t initially plan to 
become a real estate professional, her edu-
cational background in accounting and law 
provided her with valuable skills. “Having 
my accounting helps me with analytics and 
understanding market comparisons. My 
master’s degree proved invaluable in running 
my business. My time in law school—though 
I didn’t finish—taught me how to read 

contracts, which is crucial in real estate. I 
understand contracts and resolve issues by 
going back to the agreements,” she explains.

Lalaine’s transition into real estate was 
motivated by a desire to spend more time 
with her daughter. As a senior analyst at 
The Gap Inc., she traveled to San Francisco 
quarterly, which took her away from home. 
“My daughter, who was about thirteen at the 
time, told me it was difficult when I traveled. 
That hit me hard,” she recalls. Determined 
to be present for her family, Lalaine took a 
pay cut and stepped down from her position. 
Initially, she considered becoming a CPA, 
but she reevaluated her path. “Why work 60 
hours a week as an accountant when I could 
do something I’m passionate about?” she 
thought. That’s when she decided to take the 
leap into real estate.

Lalaine took her real estate exam, and before 
even passing, she was already interview-
ing with Coldwell Banker. Lalaine started 
Hitters at Coldwell Banker in July 2016 and 
had her first transaction by September. At 
first, she balanced two jobs—working 8 to 
5 while pursuing real estate on nights and 
weekends. By March 2017, she made the full-
time switch to real estate and sold ten homes 
that year.

PEOPLE, NOT PROFIT 
It is not about profit, but people to this ded-
icated and driven REALTOR®. She recalls 
helping the buyer’s agent correct a mistake 
so her client could close the deal. Lalaine’s 
seller, who was battling cancer, needed to 
sell the house to pay his medical bills.  

We can do so much 
in this country if we 
work hard and do 
the right thing.

Coldwell 
Banker 
LegacySTONE

L
A

L
A

IN
E giving back

By Beth McCabe  |  Photos by Ponic Photography



ABQ Real Producers • 2120 • December 2024 @realproducers realproducersmag.com
505.321.3259  |  COUTUREBROKERAGE.COM

Toni-Lei Ponic  |  Qualifying Broker  |  Property Manager  |  Licensed Realtor

Your Trusted Ally in Property Management

Property Management as Sweet as Holiday Treats!

Your Clients,
Our Coverage

PARTNER WITH
ALLSTATE FOR A
WINNING TEAM

Larisa Pearcy
Local Allstate Agent

505.337.0900
larisapearcy@allstate.com

Let's Talk Homeowner Insurance!

“I shared my commission because it was the 
right thing to do,” she says. This example 
highlights her belief in integrity and always 
doing what’s right for her clients.

“Success is about helping people,” she says. “My 
dad always told me to leave the place better 
than you found it.” Having come from humble 
beginnings in the Philippines, Lalaine under-
stands the importance of lifting others up.

Her 21-year-old daughter remains Lalaine’s 
biggest motivator. “One of the reasons I work 
so hard is to give her a more convenient life 
and to show her that life is what you make it,” 
Lalaine says.

CHANGING LIVES 
Lalaine is determined to live a life of con-
tribution. In 2008, after two years in real 
estate, she started the Life Is Beautiful 
Scholarship Program in the Philippines. Her 
first scholar graduated from the University 
of San Agustin in Iloilo City, Philippines, in 
July 2022. When people sell and buy houses 
with Lalaine Stone (HomesbyLalaine), they 
become partners in changing lives in the 
Philippines, one student at a time.

AN INSPIRATION 
Lalaine Stone is living proof that, with hard 
work and determination, it’s possible to rise 
above challenging circumstances. As an 
immigrant who came to the United States 
with big dreams, she wants to inspire others. 
“We can do so much in this country if we 
work hard and do the right thing,” she says.

Lalaine, with her million-dollar smile, is an 
inspiration. From poverty to prosperity, she 
is a shining example of what can be achieved 
with hard work, hope, and hustle.

SUCCESS IS ABOUT 
HELPING PEOPLE. 
My dad always told me 
to leave the place better 
than you found it.
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Albuquerque’s Premier Duct
Restoration Professionals

WE ARE NM ONLY NMAR 6107 COMPLIANT
AIR DUCT RESTORATION COMPANY!

License #413839

505.600.9374 · ductworxnm.com
ductworx505@gmail.com

Fully Licensed, Bonded, & Insured
NMAR 6107 Form Compliant

Your Listings
Deserve the

BEST

NEW MEXICO'S ONLY LICENSED AND
CERTIFIED AIR DUCT RESTORATION COMPANY

Benito Ortiz
FOR MORE INFORMATION

CONTACT ME AT

505.585.0227   ext 700
Benito@THESIGCO.COM

STRATEGIC Strategic Insurance Group has the tools
you need to get your clients to closing!

Queenie Vega
FOR MORE INFORMATION

CONTACT ME AT

505.585.0227   ext 707
queenie@THESIGCO.COM

From Blank Canvas
to Buyer's Oasis:
Staging Excellence for
Your Vacant Listings

Trish Tilley
505.228.2895

Jim Tilley
505.980.4756

AllAboutStaging.ABQ@gmail.com

Scan to Check Us Out on Facebook!
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In the vibrant heart of Albuquerque’s real estate 
scene, Darin and Dee Rasberry stand out not just 
for their successful brokerage, D Realty (under R1 
New Mexico), but for their unique, faith-driven 
approach to the business. Their story, however, 
isn’t just about closing deals; it’s a telling tale of the 
power of partnership, both in business and in life.

Dee, a seasoned REALTOR® with a background in 
sales and a passion for home design and staging, 
had already been informally involved in real estate 
for years. “Honestly,” she confesses, “while I wasn’t 
working as a REALTOR®, I was helping people with 
real estate the whole time, just not getting paid for 
it!” She was always drawn to the industry, staging 
homes, hosting open houses, and offering her exper-
tise to friends and family. But it wasn’t until she 
met Darin, a web developer with a knack for house 
flipping, that she took the plunge and got her license.

Having his own web development company, Darin 
initially remained on the sidelines of D Realty. 
As Dee’s business flourished, they recognized the 
need to join forces. “It just blew up,” he recalls. “It 
got so busy that Dee asked me to come along full 
time.” Their shared interest in real estate quickly 
blossomed into a beautiful partnership – both in 
marriage and in real estate. 

Their complementary skills and personalities have 
proven to be a winning combination. Dee, with her 
extensive network and natural empathy, excels 
at building relationships with clients. Darin, with 
his technical expertise and project management 
skills, handles the logistical aspects of the business, 
including marketing. “He does the stuff I don’t want 
to do,” Dee laughs.

power team

DEE & DARIN 
RASBERRY

D REALTY 
R1  NEW MEXICO

ALL IN 
WITH HEART

By Dan Clark  |  Photos by Liz Lopez Photography



ABQ Real Producers • 2726 • December 2024 @realproducers realproducersmag.com

Sewer | Radon | Mold

Asbestos | Duct Scope

Termite & WDO

Well & Water Testing

Let us Go BEYOND 
Your Expectations.

Commercial | Residential
Environmental Inspections

BeyondInspect.com

505.780.8132
office@beyondinspect.com

Keep Your Listings 
Holiday-Ready with a 
Comprehensive 
Home Inspection.

Deck the Halls,
INSPECT YOUR
WALLS!

O U T S TA N D I N G  C U S TO M E R  S U P P O R T  +  S E R V I C E

505.934.1221
BencoElectricLLC.com
BONDED & INSURED Lic. #389951

REMODELS
INSPECTION REPORT REPAIRS
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
ELECTRICAL SERVICE UPGRADES

EXPERT ELECTRICAL SERVICESEXPERT ELECTRICAL SERVICES to Illuminate 
Your Listings

C & L TOTAL SERVICE LLC

• Plumbing
• Heating & Air Conditioning
• Furnaces
• Boilers

CandLTotalServiceLLC.com
505.294.3777
100% Satisfaction Guaranteed

Quality Doesn't
Cost...It Pays

Bonded and Licensed  |  NM MM98 License # 389788

Get Your Listings Ready with a Furnace Tune-Up!

• Water Heaters
• Tankless Water
 Heaters
• & Much More

42 YEARS IN
THE INDUSTRY

But their synergy goes beyond dividing tasks. Darin 
and Dee share a deep commitment to their faith 
and family, which permeates their personal and 
professional lives. When Darin married Dee, he 
became stepdad to triplet children – Alexa, Christa 
and Trey. Now they have two new additions to the 
family, son-in-law, Cory and their first grandchild, 
Conrad. Dee and Darin also host Bible study groups 
in their home, mentor young men in their com-
munity, and offer genuine support and counsel to 
clients facing life’s challenges.

Their faith also reflects their perspective on compe-
tition within the real estate industry. “We have mul-
tiple brokerages at our Bible studies,” Dee shares. 
“We’re friends with them all. We do not look at 
them as competition – just look at them as friends, 
associates.” This collaborative gathering extends to 
sharing ideas and supporting each other, fostering 
a sense of community within the Albuquerque real 
estate landscape.

What truly sets Darin & Dee apart, however, is 
their commitment to going above and beyond 
for their clients. They see themselves not just as 
REALTORS®, but as counselors and friends, offer-
ing support and guidance through what can often 
be a stressful and emotional process. “We end up 
working with a lot of widows, divorcees and other 
people that are really struggling,” Dee explains. 
“We end up praying with people, even people that 
don’t pray, but somehow they let us pray.” This 
approach, rooted in their deep faith and genuine 
care for others, has fostered a loyal client base and 
a reputation for integrity and compassion. 

Their dedication extends even beyond the closing 
table. Offering personalized closing gifts, they often 
include engraved items and home warranties, tailored 
to each client’s needs. They also provide compli-
mentary staging and professional photography for 
their higher-end listings, recognizing the value of 
these services in maximizing their clients’ returns.

Despite their demanding schedules, Darin & Dee 
prioritize their relationship and make time for 
fun and relaxation. They are avid supporters of  
New Mexico United and enjoy exploring the city’s 
vibrant culinary scene. They also prioritize travel, 
fitting in trips to Mexico and overseas whenever 
their busy schedules allow.

For those considering a career in real estate, the 
Rasberrys offer some sage advice: be realistic about 
the challenges, be prepared to invest time and 
resources. Above all, they emphasize the impor-
tance of genuine care and commitment. “We don’t 
believe in dabbling,” Dee asserts. “We believe in 
being all in.” This philosophy, coupled with their 
unwavering faith and dedication to their clients, 
has cemented Darin and Dee Rasberry’s place as 
unique and respected figures in the Albuquerque 
real estate landscape.

WE DON’T BELIEVE IN 
DABBLING. WE BELIEVE 
IN BEING ALL IN.
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U N M ATC H E D
Customer Service

E X P E RT
Landscape Services LABARGE LANDSCAPE INC.

Commercial & Residential Landscaping
2110 Claremont Ave NE Suite C | Albuquerque, NM 87107
(505) 345-3000 | labargelandscape.net 

Improve the curb appeal
for your listings!
LaBarge Landscape can help!

Improve the curb appeal
for your listings!
LaBarge Landscape can help!

We Extinguish Inspection Surprises
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PRE-SALE INSPECTIONS
HOME INSPECTIONS

THERMAL INSPECTIONS

505.353.2979 • FIREMANHOMEINSPECTIONS.COM

25% Discount for
Active & Retired

Military as well as
First Responders

Don't Let
Your deal
go up
in smoke

Recharge.
Revitalize.

Excel.
505-587-5789

5901 Wyoming Blvd NE  |  Suite V  |  Albuquerque, NM 87109
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Peptide Therapy 
Can Help You 
Achieve Your 
Weight Loss Goals. 
Scan to Book Your 
Consultation!

Top 5 for
BEST CATERING

COMPANY
Albuquerque

the Magazine-
Best of the
City 2023 &

2024
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Noah Scanland | Private Chef
505.803.8827 | noahstable505@gmail.com
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RENE KESSEL, a 
seasoned REALTOR® with 
Coldwell Banker Legacy 
in Albuquerque, isn’t your 
typical broker. With a career 
spanning back to 2014, Rene 
brings a unique blend of life 
experiences and construction 
knowledge to her real estate 
endeavors – from teaching 
in a Montessori classroom 
to working on the Yucca 
Mountain project for a 
government contractor. 
But it’s her early exposure 
to hands-on construction 
and a deep-seeded belief in 
prioritizing her clients’ needs 
that truly sets her apart.

Rene’s passion for real 
estate was ignited early on. 
Growing up, her family would 
purchase and rehabilitate 

bank-owned properties, 
instilling in her a deep under-
standing of construction 
and a love for transform-
ing houses. This hands-on 
experience, coupled with her 
father’s guidance (he was a 
general contractor), equipped 
her with invaluable skills 
that set her apart in the real 
estate world.

After relocating to New 
Mexico from Las Vegas, 
Nevada, and later going 
through a divorce, she found 
solace and empowerment in 
her work. Even her ex-hus-
band, upon returning to New 
Mexico, entrusted Rene 
with helping him find a new 
home – a testament to their 
amicable relationship and 
her professional reputation.

Rene
C o l d w e l l  B a n k e r  L e g a c y

K E S S E L
Building Trust with 
Every Transaction

By Dan Clark  |  Photos by Liz Lopez Photography

cover story
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I  Wa n t  W h a t ’s  B e s t  F o r  M y  C l i e n t ,  N o t  F o r  M e .

of fantasy football, thanks to her boy-
friend, and enjoys the camaraderie and 
competitive spirit it brings.

When asked what she would do 
differently if she had to start over, 
Rene contemplated endeavoring in 
commercial real estate, but ultimately 
acknowledges that her passion lies in 
residential real estate and the mean-
ingful relationships with clients where 
she is able to make a tangible differ-
ence in their lives. 

Rene’s story is a reminder that success 
in real estate goes beyond transactions 
and market trends. It’s about build-
ing genuine relationships, providing 
valuable expertise and approaching 
challenges with grace and an optimis-
tic mindset. Rene exemplifies these 
qualities, making her a true asset to 
the Albuquerque real estate commu-
nity and an inspiration to those seek-
ing a fulfilling career in the industry.

Rene’s construction expertise 
provides her with a unique advan-
tage. She can readily identify 
potential issues in a home, offering 
valuable insights to her clients 
and effectively navigating repair 
negotiations. “When I walk into a 
house, I’m pointing out the flaws,” 
she explains. This ability to assess 
and address potential problems not 
only protects her clients but also 
demonstrates her commitment to 
transparency and honesty.

Her dedication to her clients is 
unwavering. She genuinely enjoys 
getting to know them, understand-
ing their needs and guiding them 
through the often-complex process 
of buying or selling a home. Rene’s 

philosophy is simple: “I want what’s 
best for my client, not for me.” She 
recalls an instance where a buyer 
terminated contracts on two expen-
sive homes before finally finding the 
perfect fit. While others expressed 
sympathy for the “lost” deals, Rene 
remained focused on her client’s 
happiness, solidifying her commit-
ment to putting their needs first.

Rene lives by a simple but powerful 
motto: “blessed and grateful.” This 
steadfast dedication to positivity 
stems from a deep-rooted belief in 
the power of gratitude and a philos-
ophy she calls the “prayer of Jabez,” 
inspired by the Bible and a belief 
in praying for future blessings – 
similar to “The Secret” in attracting 
positivity and success.

This positive outlook has served her 
well, both personally and profes-
sionally. She recounts a story about 
manifesting the sale of a house in her 
neighborhood, a property she ended 
up selling three times throughout 
her career. Her license plate, which 
reads “BL3SSED,” serves as a con-
stant reminder of her gratitude and 
the abundance in her life, as well as 
being a tribute to her three children. 

Beyond her professional life, Rene 
enjoys traveling, spending time with 
loved ones, and exploring new hob-
bies. Recent adventures include trips 
to Scotland, Spain and South Korea 
where her eldest son graduated from 
college. An avid Green Bay Packers 
fan, she has also embraced the world 
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We look forward to growing our relationship with you!

Sarah Whitlock
VP Mortgage Banker, NMLS #640507

Call/Text: 505 239 1022
swhitlock@bankofalbuquerque.com

Lauren Sandoval
VP Mortgage Banker, NMLS #1654808
Call/Text: 505.553.2059
lsandoval@bankofalbuquerque.com

Bank of Albuquerque® is a trademark of  BOKF, NA. Member FDIC. Equal Housing Lender       © 2023 BOKF NA.

•  Retained servicing of 90% of our loans. •  No 800 number to call, questions go straight to your loan officer. •  In-house appraisal board and local operations for fast 

turn times. •  Portfolio programs for Advanced Medical Professionals. •  Portfolio ARM programs for primary, second home, investment and non-warrantable condos.
•  Builder Incentive Program – buyers receive $2,500 towards closing costs with any builder.

Juan Duran Local Investor
505-907-6294 | duranj22@hotmail.com

If you have a listing, that isn't selling, we can
solve your problem and close as fast as 3 days!
If you have a listing, that isn't selling, we can
solve your problem and close as fast as 3 days!

Represent your client on both sides
while getting their home sold.DOUBLE END YOUR LISTING

• Problem Listings
•Fixer Upper

 • Short Sale • Divorce
• Liquidations
• Estate Sale

• Foreclosures
• As-is Purchases



The Ultimate
Home Inspection

Featuring
• PTP360
   Interactive 360° Visual Inspection Summary

• PTPEstimates Powered by Punchlist
   Cost estimate for Inspection Summary Items

• PTPFloorPlan
   An accurate floor plan of the entire home

• PTPHomeManual Powered by Centriq
   The digital owner's manual for the home

Eric Robinson
(Senior Home Inspector)

www.pillartopost.com/cgteam
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Family Owned and Operated!

505-254-2180 | fourseasonscleaning.com

Do your clients want 
a clean home when 

they move in?
Four Seasons Cleaning can do a 
deep clean before they move!

Clean Outs | Deep Cleaning for Photo and Listings
Carpet Cleaning | Tile and Grout Cleaning

FREE
ESTIMATES


