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R E A L  E S T A T E  D Y N A M O 

B U I L D I N G  S U C C E S S 

F R O M  T H E  G R O U N D  U P

Lauren
Written by Elizabeth McCabe

real producer 

AUREN FRANK, REALTOR® with Seed Property 
Group at Compass, has carved out a thriving real 
estate career through resilience, adaptability, and 

a relentless drive to succeed. Born in California, Lauren’s 
early life was shaped by her parents’ careers: her 
father’s in mortgage sales and her mother’s in real estate. 
Growing up, they moved frequently between Austin, 
Texas and California, and as a young adult, Lauren 
moved to Guadalajara where she spent ten years running 
businesses she started. In 2016, Lauren moved back to 
Austin for good.

Initially, Lauren returned to K-12 education, leveraging 
her master’s degree to become a teacher. However, 
she quickly realized that the structured schedule and 
having a boss did not suit her entrepreneurial 
spirit. As the short-term rental market began to 
boom, Lauren seized the opportunity to start 
her own short-term rental business. She 
built it successfully, managing operations 
and overseeing a team, until the COVID-19 
pandemic hit and caused an upheaval in 
the short-term rental industry.

With her rental business becoming too 
erratic, Lauren decided to focus full-time 
on real estate. She had already started the 
process of getting her real estate license, 
and the pandemic accelerated her plans. Lauren 
began her real estate journey at Keller Williams, 
where she benefited from a robust training pro-
gram for new agents. “I did $10 million in sales my first 
year,” she recalls. In her second year, she transitioned 
to Compass, attracted by their technology and marketing 
tools. She achieved nearly $13 million in sales.

By her third year, even as the market began to cool, 
Lauren’s business had grown 100% due to sheer 
determination and incomparable hard work. This 
year, Lauren aims to explore new lead avenues and 
has set an ambitious goal of $15 million in sales, a 
target she is on track to meet despite ongoing chal-
lenges in the current market.

Frank
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TRICIA WORLEY
Mortgage Loan Consultant • NMLS 546321

Tricia.worley@firstunitedbank.com • (214) 616-0448

GREAT MORTGAGES ARE JUST
THE BEGINNING.

FAMILY + FUN 

Given Lauren’s dream of building her own real estate team, 
a task that will require bringing on others to work alongside 
her, her husband, Matthew, recently acquired his real estate 
license in order to be a part of that team. They met back in 
2016 when she moved back to Austin. Along with their two 
sons, ages 13 & 15, they are also expecting a new addition to 
their family in late fall; a baby girl.

For fun, Lauren enjoys soaking up all Austin has to offer: 
going with Matthew and their dog to the dog park at 
Ladybird lake followed by a picnic in the park, sampling 
culinary delights at a new restaurant, or spending time 
with a close-knit group of friends. She cherishes the time 
spent with her husband Matthew, whom she considers 
her best friend, and their beloved but mischievous dog.

When vacation time rolls around, getting away for long 
weekends to Mexican beaches or Coloradan ski resorts 
with out-of-town friends is a favorite pastime, though 
she also loves the occasional adventure farther afield 
when there’s time for a longer trip.

A WONDERFUL LIFE 

Lauren’s journey from managing a short-term rental 
business to becoming a top-performing real estate agent 
speaks volumes of her drive and determination. With a 
strong foundation built on hard work and a supportive 
family, Lauren Frank continues to make significant strides 
in the real estate industry, proving that success is attain-
able with dedication and the right mindset. She’s living a 
wonderful life here in Austin and can’t imagine a better 
career with her purpose and passion for real estate.

I did 
$10 million 
in sales my 

first year.
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OUR PEOPLE ARE WHAT MAKE US GREAT!
LET’S GET TO KNOW OUR PEOPLE!

Alexis Shirley
Business Development Officer
alexiss@capstonetitletx.com
512-965-1763

How long have you been in the title industry?
I joined the title industry about 6 months ago. However, my family has owned 

and operated title companies for three generations and my mom has been a 
realtor here in Austin for 25 years!

 
What is your favorite part of your job? 

My favorite part of my job is getting to meet, know and be of service to 
people. From clients to coworkers, I find so much joy being allowed to 
make lifelong connections and provide value to people every day.

What do you enjoy doing 
outside of work? 
Outside of work, I enjoy working 
out outdoors, and having 
memorable adventures with 
friends and family.
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Born and raised in Chicago, Stefan 

Benteler always had a knack for 

finding rhythm—both in his music 

and in his career. When Stefan 

and his wife Melody got married 

in 2015, they had the freedom to 

move anywhere, given her remote 

job and his career in the music 

industry. They chose Austin, Texas, 

where they bought a beautiful 

home. Little did they know, this 

move would mark the beginning of 

Stefan’s journey from the stage to 

the real estate market.

Stefan quickly immersed himself in 
the Austin music scene. He began 
networking, putting out feelers, 
and eventually found himself jam-
ming with various groups, record-
ing, and playing at local clubs. 
His background in performance, 
onstage drumming, and live sound 
engineering allowed him to thrive 
in this vibrant community.

However, Stefan’s experience with 
real estate began long before his 
move to Austin. In Chicago, he had 
purchased multiple properties, 
often helping friends and family 
with investment advice. He initially 
invested in real estate as a way to 
wisely use his earnings from the 
music industry. His investments 
included a two-flat property that 
he refinanced and then purchased 
another house next door. He even 
bought commercial property 
with a famous rapper and friend, 
Rhymefest, revitalizing buildings 
for underserved communities.

In 2015, after moving to Austin and 
establishing himself in the music 
scene, Stefan received an excit-
ing call in 2018. Local artist Ben 
Kweller invited him to join a tour, 
an opportunity that took Stefan 
on the road with various bands, 
including a stint mixing sound in 

MUSIC PRODUCER &  DRUMMER 

F I N DS  H I S  N EW  T U N E 
IN  REAL  ESTATE

B
E
N
T
E
L
E
R

S
T
E
F
A
N

Written by Elizabeth McCabe

real producer 
cover story 



Austin Real Producers • 3938 • August 2024 @realproducers realproducersmag.com

sold-out stadiums on Ed Sheeran’s record-breaking 
Divide tour. Despite the thrill of jet-setting and 
performing for massive crowds, Stefan and his wife 
soon discovered they were expecting their first 
child. This life-changing news prompted Stefan to 
shift gears and pursue a more stable career.

Determined to provide for his growing family, Stefan 
quickly obtained his real estate license through 
Champions School of Real Estate in just 90 days. 
He began his real estate career at JB Goodwin, 
where he spent 11 months training before moving to 
Realty Austin. There, he rapidly proved his prowess, 
achieving $8 million in sales his first year and break-
ing into the Diamond Club with $13 million in his 
second year. By his third year, Stefan hit $15 million, 
and last year, he tripled his business, reaching an 
astonishing $42 million in sales despite a historically 
tough market.

Stefan attributes his success to the 
skills he honed in the high-stakes music 
world, such as managing deadlines and 
navigating diverse personalities. “I’m 
going to build the business the right 
way—running with relationships, foun-
dation on up. That’s the key to success,” 
he says. His efforts have earned 
him numerous accolades, 
including being a 
Platinum Top 50 win-
ner, the #1 agent at 
Realty Austin, Austin 
Business Journal 
Residential Real 
Estate Awards win-
ner, and a finalist 
for the Austin 
Board of Realtors 
Salesperson 
of the Year. 
According to 
RealTrends 
Verified 2024, he 
ranked #69 in the state 
of Texas and Top 1500 
in the nation out of 1.5 
million Realtors.

I'M GOING TO BUILD 

THE BUSINESS THE 

RIGHT WAY—RUNNING 

WITH RELATIONSHIPS, 

FOUNDATION ON UP. 

THAT'S THE KEY  

TO SUCCESS.

Now with Compass, Stefan continues to thrive, 
driven by a desire to avoid becoming a commodity 
in the industry. He maintains high standards and 
fees, ensuring he provides exceptional value to his 
clients, the majority of whom are repeat and refer-
ral clients. “I do not consider myself a salesperson, 
but a trusted advisor who is lending a guiding hand 
to the process,” he explains. “I guide them through 
the transactions by asking them a lot of questions. 
Getting them to clarity is the goal.”

Stefan lives in the vibrant community of 
Headwaters, having helped over 50 families buy 
and sell homes there. His dedication to his clients 
and community has made him the #1 listing agent 
in the 78620 zip code and the top buyer’s agent as 
well. “Most of my business is repeat and referral, 
from the amazing community I call home, to the 

past clients I’ve served—it’s the lifeblood of 
my business. I’ve never paid for leads or 

advertising,” he shares.

Family and Four-Legged Friends 

Outside of real estate, Stefan and his wife, 
Melody, enjoy fostering dogs and spending 
time with their daughters, Berlin and Vera. 

“Berlin was made in France, but assem-
bled in the USA,” jokes Stefan.
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John Nunez
Home Check Inspection Group

512-298-2685
John@HomeCheckIG.com

www.HomeCheckIG.com

John Nunez
Home Check Inspection Group

512-298-2685
John@HomeCheckIG.com

www.HomeCheckIG.com

HOME INSPECTION SERVICES:

• Buyers/Sellers Residential 
  Home Inspection
• 11-Month Warranty 
  Inspection
• Pre-Pour Inspections 
  (Phase 1)
• Pre-Drywall Inspections   
  (Phase 2)
• And more!

They are involved with Austin Pets 
Alive and are passionate about ani-
mal rescue. Before having children, 
Stefan and Melody fostered dogs 
and rescued a pup from a garage in 
Chicago in 2012. When they moved 
to Texas, they saved another dog 
from a kill shelter. Although their 
beloved pets passed away last year, 
they remain committed to ani-
mal welfare and look forward to 
getting involved with Austin Pets 
Alive again.

Hard Work Pays Off 

Stefan’s journey from the music 
industry to real estate showcases 
his adaptability and determina-
tion. Whether he’s on stage, on 
tour, or closing a deal, Stefan 
Benteler continues to find success 
by staying true to his roots and 
focusing on the relationships that 
matter most. His story illustrates 
the power of following one’s pas-
sions and the incredible things that 
can happen when you blend creativ-
ity with hard work and dedication.

I DO NOT CONSIDER 

MYSELF A 

SALESPERSON, BUT A 

TRUSTED ADVISOR 

WHO IS LENDING A 

GUIDING HAND TO 

THE PROCESS.
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AUSTIN REDDIN
13740 Research Blvd Building E, Suite 1 Austin, TX
Business Phone: (512) 502-5444
Cell Phone: (936) 900-5636  •  Fax: (512) 366-9832
Website: www.LoansbyProdigy.com
Email: Austin@LoansbyProdigy.com

FROM START TO FINISH, AUSTIN’S TOP 
PRODUCERS & CLIENTS ARE IN GREAT HANDS.

TRY A MORTGAGE BROKER TODAY! 
LOW WHOLESALE RATES & FEES, EXTENSIVE 
LENDING OPTIONS WITH QUICK CLOSINGS 
AND FIVE STAR CUSTOMER SERVICE.

NMLS #1196854. All rights reserved. This is not an o�er to enter into an agreement. Not all customers will qualify. Information, rates and programs are subject to change without notice. 
All products are subject to credit and property approval. Other restrictions and limitations may apply. Equal Housing Lender.

Inspiring conversations
with the nation’s 
top real estate agents.

Same Brand, New Reach – Tune in for free today

podcast.realproducersmag.com
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A M A R I L L O  N A T I O N A L  B A N K

sponsor spotlight 

Amarillo National Bank 
apart from other lenders is 
their deep commitment to 
the community and clients 
they serve. As the largest 
family-owned bank in the 
country, founded in 1892, 
they have a long-standing 
tradition of personalized, 
relationship-based banking. 
They prioritize community 
involvement, supporting 
local charities, sponsoring 
events, and volunteering time 
to make a positive impact in 
the areas they operate. This 
model remains unchanged at 
the bank’s Austin branch in 
the heart of West Lake Hills. 

In addition to the standard 
home lending products with 
competitive pricing, Amarillo 
National Bank offers a 
broader range of products 
than most lenders. This 
includes HELOCs, lot loans, 

bridge loans, and construc-
tion financing. They also 
have the flexibility to make 
local decisions on scenar-
ios where typical mortgage 
guidelines may fall short.

For residents looking to nav-
igate the complex world of 
home financing, Jared offers 
valuable advice and guid-
ance. Whether it’s purchas-
ing a new home, exploring 
alternative financing options, 
or considering a HELOC or 
home improvement loan, he 
is dedicated to helping clients 
every step of the way.

In his personal life, Jared is 
a dedicated family man with 
a wife and two boys. When 
he’s not busy with work or 
family commitments, he 
enjoys playing soccer, sup-
porting local sports teams 
like Austin FC, and indulging 

in Austin’s vibrant food and 
music scene.

With Jared Shreiner and 
Amarillo National Bank, 
clients can expect personal-
ized service, a wide range of 
products, and a commitment 
to community involvement. 
Whether you’re a real estate 
agent looking to partner with 
a reliable lender or a resident 
in need of expert mortgage 
advice, Jared and his team 
are ready to assist you.

Jared Shreiner 

VP - Mortgage Loan Officer
NMLS ID: 512873

Amarillo National Bank
5300 Bee Caves Road, Bldg 2
West Lake Hills, TX 78746

P: (512) 306-3804
C: (512) 701-9455
jared.shreiner@anb.com

Amarillo 

National Bank 

stands out in 

the competitive 

world of 

mortgage 

lending. Vice 

President and 

Mortgage Loan 

Officer, Jared 

Shreiner, has 

been helping 

Austinites 

obtain 

homeownership 

for 20 years, 

bringing a 

wealth of 

experience and 

expertise to  

the table.

What sets 

SHREINER

JARED
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Top Producers resource for personalized mortgage solutions, 

fast customized quotes, great rates, & service with integrity

Hill Country Mortgages. 231 Baldovino Skyway, Lakeway, TX 78738. 
Equal Housing Opportunity. 

NMLS 2324262. Licensed to do business in TX.

Jonathan Sarver
Broker Owner,

Hill Country Mortgages
NMLS # 993872
512-487-4503

Jonathan@hillcountrymortgages.com

Austin Lakeway
2501 Ranch Road 620 South, Suite 250 

Lakeway, Texas 78734

Austin Northwest
6850 Austin Center Boulevard, Suite 127

Austin, Texas 78731

Austin South
1801 S. Mopac Expressway, Suite 250

Austin, Texas 78746

Cedar Park
715 Discovery Boulevard, Suite 205

Cedar Park, Texas 78613

Georgetown
800 S. Austin Avenue, Suite E

Georgetown, Texas 78626

Horseshoe Bay
9714 Fm 2147, Suite 107

Horseshoe Bay, Texas 78657

Lockhart
203 South Main Street
Lockhart, Texas 78644

Round Rock
2300 Greenhill Drive Bldg. 10-Suite 1000

Round Rock, Texas 78664

Round Rock Downtown
211 W. Main Street

Round Rock, Texas 78664

San Marcos
1913 Dutton, Suite 308
San Marcos, Tx 78666

Westlake
3801 Bee Caves Rd., Suite 110

Austin, Texas 78746

The Largest Independent Title 
Company in the United States

www.ctot.com

PRINT IS STILL ALIVE. 

Celebrating two decades of print 
excellence, now 800 niche 

magazines strong (and counting).

NOTHING PROTECTS 
LIKE A MOMMA BEAR.

With Momma Bear Roofer, you gain more than a roofing service, you gain a strategic partner 
who anticipates needs, not just reacts to them. 
Founded by Austin, a visionary realtor and expert roofer, we understand the landscape 
better than anyone—because we're part of it.
Why wait for a sign of trouble? Be proactive with our Turn-Key roofing solutions that 
ensure your listings are not just ready but resilient, attractive, and 
primed for a swift, smooth close. We go above and beyond—just 
like you—to protect your clients and their investments. 
Because nothing protects like a Momma Bear. 
Let’s get ahead together. Ensure every transaction 
closes under a roof that’s guaranteed to last. 
Contact us today.

(512) 740-2217
AUSTIN@MOMMABEARROOFER.COM

Secure Your Client’s Future with a Roof that’s Built to Last

Austin Chittim, Owner

This is more than just a home; it's an 
opportunity to create a space that is 

uniquely yours.

For more details 
and to visualize 

your future 
home, please 

visit our website

A unique opportunity to create your 
dream home in a prime location minutes 

to downtown and Lake Austin. With 
stunning views, customization, and an 

opportunity to work with the Builder of the 
Year, Atlas Homes.

��������������
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JOHN LOCKHART FOUNDATION’S

We want to thank Austin Title for allowing us to support this year’s John Lockhart 
Foundation’s Charity Goal Tournament. It was a great event for a great cause!

golf tournament
4TH ANNUAL CHARITY

THANK YOU AUSTIN TITLE!!
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n2co.com

But don’t just take our word for it.

IN MAGAZINE & AD DESIGN 

Take theirs.
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