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TotalProFlooring.com
512.567.8237
info@totalpro�looring.com

Proud Sponsors of Platinum top 50 and Luxury League

Platinum Top 50
Partner of the Year

Proudly Serving the 
Austin Area for Over 
23 Years

Total Pro Flooring is a
proud sponsor of
     Platinum Top 50
     Award Winning Agents
     Luxury League

85% of all of our business comes
from Real Estate Agents like you!

"No matter what the situation
with your listing, buyer, or seller,
we always do the right thing." 

Realtor
Referral
Contest

Receive a key for every completed service 
referral. One lucky key will open the chest to a 

$20,000 Jackpot
Contest runs from January 1-June 30.

Chest Opening Party in July.

Contact us for more details!
512-567-8237
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PREMIER CLOSING EXPERIENCE

Hill Country Office 
106 E Main Street • Johnson City, TX 78636

Ashley Teykl 
Sr. Sales Associate 

Excellence Rooted in Texas Values

Downtown Office
Principal Office

611 W 5th St #300 • Austin, TX 78701

 Contact me to learn more about our premier closing 
experience as a fee office for Independence Title

ATeykl@HayLegal.com

www.HayLegal.com  |  P: 512-467-6060
Proudly serving our Portfolio and Keller Williams Partners

512-658-3995

JANUARY 2024

BASTROP 

Closed MLS Sales = 80 Sold Units 
UP 57%

Avg Sold Price = $403,966 
UP 1%

Avg Original List to Sale Price = 90% 
DOWN 6%

Avg DOM = 123 days 
UP 64%

HAYS 

Closed MLS Sales = 234 Sold Units 
UP 6%

Avg Sold Price = $475,455 
DOWN 5%

Avg Original List to Sale Price = 92% 
UP 1%

Avg DOM = 78 days 
UP 20%

WILLIAMSON 

Closed MLS Sales = 555 Sold Units 
UP 5%

Avg Sold Price = $476,182 
DOWN 2%

Avg Original List to Sale Price = 93% 
DOWN 4%

Avg DOM = 77 days 
UP 7%

TRAVIS

$1M + Market Statistics 
Closed MLS Sales = 87 Sold Units 

UP 9%

Avg Sold Price = $1,586,198 
DOWN 12%

Avg Original List to Sale Price = 89% 
DOWN 6%

Avg DOM = 80 days 
UP 19%

TRAVIS

Closed MLS Sales = 655 Sold Units 
DOWN 7% 

Avg Sold Price = $636,838 
DOWN 3%

Avg Original List to Sale Price = 91% 
DOWN 10%

Avg DOM = 77 days 
UP 30%

From the Desk of Chase McRoberts, Team Leader Austin Portfolio Real Estate & Lake Travis

MARKET 
STATS

MARKET MARKET 
STATSSTATS
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This section has been created to give you easier access when searching for a trusted real estate affiliate. 

Take a minute to familiarize yourself with the businesses sponsoring your magazine. These local businesses 

are proud to partner with you and make this magazine possible. Please support these businesses and thank 

them for supporting the REALTOR® community!

RESTORATION - FIRE & WATER

All Nation Restoration
(512) 934-8180
AllNationRestoration.com

ROOFING

ACE Roofing Company
(512) 836-7663
ACERoofingTexas.com

TITLE ATTORNEY

The Hay Legal Group PLLC
(512) 467-6060
HayLegal.com

TITLE COMPANY

Austin Title Company
(512) 771-1195
AustinTitle.com

Capital Title of Texas
(972) 682-2728
CTOT.com

Capstone Title
(512) 270-4755
capstonetitletx.com

Heritage Title Co
(512) 329-3900
heritagetitleofaustin.com

Patten Title Company
(512) 241-1818
PattenTitle.com

Stewart Title
(512) 914-2128
Stewart.com/en/markets/Austin

Titan Title & Closing
TitanTitleClosing.com

TRANSACTION COORDINATOR

Capital City Coordination
(512) 645-9590
CapitalCityCoordination.com

WINDOW COVERINGS

Budget Blinds of Austin
(512) 593-5505
budgetblinds.com

AGENT SUPPORT

HOM
(310) 346-7480
HOAgent.com

ARCHITECTS

Danze & Davis Architects
(512) 343-0714
Danze-Davis.com

ATTORNEY - ESTATE 

PLANNING, PROBATE

Robbins Estate Law
(512) 851-1248
RobbinsEstateLaw.com

BANK / MORTGAGE / 

FINANCIAL SERVICES

Amarillo National 
Bank - (Austin)
(512) 347-1959
ANB.com

BLINDS, SHADES 

& SHUTTERS

Beacon Blinds
(512) 930-1188
BeaconBlinds.com

CLEANING &  

MAKE-READY SERVICES

Personal Castles 
Cleaning Services
(512) 905-1110
www.personal-castles.com

CONTRACTING SERVICES

OnePoint Alliance
(512) 709-0095
OnePointAlliance.com

FLOORING & TILE

Total Pro Flooring
(512) 567-8237
TotalProFlooring.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT/

MAINTENANCE

Surface Experts
(737) 285-0123
www.SurfaceExperts.com

HOME INSPECTION

Home Check 
Inspection Group
(512) 298-2685
HomeCheckIG.com

TLC Home Inspections
(512) 887-2663
TLCInspectors.com

HOME STAGING & DESIGN

A2D - Addicted 2 Decor ATX
(512) 573-8416
Addicted2Decor.com

HOME WARRANTY

First American 
Home Warranty
Julie Mikeska
(512) 571-6676
FirstAmRealEstate.com

INSURANCE

State Farm - Carrie Welch
(512) 263-8485
CarrieWelch.com

INSURANCE AGENCY

Kyle Rhodes - Allstate
(512) 537-5021
AllstateAgencies.com/
KyleRhodes

Ryan Landers - Landers 
Insurance Agency
(512) 454-4536
RyanLanders.com

State Farm - Steve Vinklarek
(512) 452-0214
steveinsures.com

Whorton Ins Services
WhortonINS.com

LANDSCAPER

UrbanScapes
(512) 810-2070
Facebook.com/
UrbanScapesCo/

MORTGAGE

Benchmark Mortgage 
- John Burnam
JohnBurnam.com

Leahy Lending - Ryan Leahy
(512) 543-2558
LeahyLending.com

Thrive Mortgage - 
Stacey Smith
(512) 750-4320
MortgageLoanHelpers.com

Waterstone Mortgage 
Corporation
(210) 510-8222
WaterstoneMortgage.com

Zander Blunt Team 
at PrimeLending
(512) 381-4642
ZanderBlunt.com

MORTGAGE BANKER

Guaranteed Rate 
- Tricia Worley
(214) 616-0448
Rate.com/TriciaWorley

MORTGAGE BROKER

Austin Reddin - 
Prodigy Mortgage
(936) 900-5636
LoansByProdigy.com

Barton Creek Lending 
- Brandon Sparks
(512) 796-4569
BartonCreekLending.com/
BSparks

MORTGAGES

Aaron Thomas - NEO 
Home Loans
(830) 613-7337
AaronThomas.
NEOHomeLoans.com

Jesse Lokken - Guaranteed 
Rate Affinity
(312) 285-6136
JesseLokken.com

Loan People - 
Christina Beitler
(512) 689-8083
ChristinaBeitler. com

MOVING COMPANY

Black Tie Moving- Austin TX
JC Caldwell
(615) 900-2641
Blacktiemoving.com

NON-PROFIT 

ORGANIZATION

John Lockhart Foundation
JohnLockhart 
Foundation.com

PHOTOGRAPHY

GO Texas Productions, LLC
(512) 563-8246
GoTexasProductions.com

PRESSURE WASHING/

EXTERIOR CLEANING

Proverbs 3:5 Pressure 
Washing & Exterior Cleaning
(512) 831-8295
Proverbs35pw.com

REAL ESTATE SCHOOL

Champions School 
of Real Estate®
Rita Santamaria
(281) 893-4484
www.ChampionsSchool.com

REMODELING

Milestone Remodels
(512) 866-8010
MilestoneRemodels.com

RENOVATIONS

Renovation Sells Austin
(512) 488-5518
RenovationSells.com/Austin

RESTAURANT FOR 

CLOSING CELEBRATION

County Line BBQ
(512) 327-1959
CountyLine.com

RECOGNITION LOGOS ARE HERE! 

REAL PRODUCER

If you are a Real Producers-nominated 
vendor partner, you can use this logo on your 

business card! Reach out to us at TeamAustin@
RealProducersMAG.com!

If you are a top 500 producer in the Austin 
market, reach out to us, and we will supply you 
with this logo to use in your marketing efforts! 

TeamAustin@RealProducersMAG.com
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2311
luxury listing spotlight

Indulge in unparalleled luxury at this 
exceptional Tarrytown residence, 
epitomizing the epitome of opulent 
living. Crafted by the renowned 
Gossett & Co. team, this turnkey 
masterpiece is nestled on a generous 
corner lot, seamlessly integrating 
expansive interiors with outdoor 
tranquility. With a thoughtfully 
designed floor plan, the residence 
offers both entertainment conve-
nience and elevated living.

Privately Listed,
2311 INDIAN TRAIL, 
Austin, TX 78703
5 Bed | 5 Bath | 3,801 sqft | Pool

For more information about this 
exquisite listing contact Erin 
Fabacher with Kuper Sotheby’s at 
512.500.3462 or scan the QR code. 

Indian
Trail
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Victor Nino was born in Eagle Pass, 
Texas, a small border town south of 
San Antonio. He moved to Austin 
when he was 17, bought his first house 
at 19, obtained his real estate license 
at 25, and has been a REALTOR® ever 
since. However, Victor’s story doesn’t 
stop there. He’s a husband, a father, a 
brother, a world traveler, an entre-
preneur, and an all-around great guy 
making happy memories every step of 
the way. 

As a very young man, Victor followed 
his entrepreneurial spirit. He deliv-
ered flowers, worked a Sno Cone 
stand, sold tortillas door to door, 
mowed lawns, and sold clothes in 
Mexico with his parents on the week-
ends. “I did all of that before I was 13 
years old,” Victor remembered. He 
also played baseball and basketball 
throughout school.

Victor purchased his first house at 19, 
just two years after moving to Austin. 
“Honestly, I was looking to buy a car 
because my parents never had a nice 
vehicle,” Victor admitted. “I drove a 
Mustang to my brother’s house, but he 
encouraged me to buy a house instead.” 

He paid $1500 out of pocket to buy 
that house. “I bought it for $80,000 
before The Domain even existed,” 
Victor shared, “and I sold it for 
$400,000. It was a 2 bedroom, 
1.5 bath. To put $1500 in and get 
$320,000 back is pretty good!”. He 
took those $320,000 and built an 
11 unit project, that is currently 
completely rented.

At 23, Victor bought his first duplex, 
an investment property. At 25, he 
obtained his real estate license. “It’s 
a funny story. My brother urged me 
to become a REALTOR® for several 
years,” Victor admitted. “One day, 
I walked into a real estate office to 
pick up rent from my tenants. At the 
same time, a broker walked in and 

fantastic move. We loved that KW had 
a lot of top producers, which moti-
vated us to grow.” 

One thing Victor particularly enjoys 
about Keller Williams is the commu-
nity. “There are KW agents all over 
the world and big conventions you 
can attend,” he shared. “Some agents 
are selling over 2000 homes a year! 
I even heard someone say, Oh wow, 
you helped 265 families? That’s pretty 
good, don’t give up you’re on your 
way. It’s so cool to see that there’s so 
much room to grow.” 

mistook me for my brother. We had a 
two-minute conversation, and he said, 
have you ever thought about being 
a REALTOR®? I think you would be 
excellent at it. I called my brother 
to say I was getting my license. He 
was happy but frustrated it took a 
stranger to convince me when he’d 
been trying for years.”

Victor joined Realty World with 
John Horton. “Mr Horton is a class 
act” Victor said. “Then in 2012, my 
brother suggested that we make a 
move to Keller Williams which was a 

R E M E M B E R - W H E N  M O M E N T S

NINO

real producer 
Written by Megan Taylor-DiCenzo
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them. “We had to cancel our trip to Bali, 
the Philippines, South Korea, and Japan,” 
Victor said.

As a sort of consolation prize, they decided 
to book a trip to Cancun at some point in the 
future. “Monica said she booked the trip, and 
I figured it would be several months in the 
future, but we celebrated our second-month 
wedding anniversary in Cancun for another 
week,” Victor laughed. “You only live once, 
and it’s great to create a lot of remem-
ber-when moments.”

Now, Victor and Monica are creating 
those moments for their little girls, 
Alison (2) and Sofia (4). This year, they 
have already taken 4 road trips with the 
girls in Texas and 2 international trips. 
The plan is to travel as much as possible 
to create long-lasting memories. 

Victor understands his business in relation 
to parenthood. “I don’t see this as a sales 
position where I’m just trying to close 
deals,” he said. “People are relying on us 
to help them make important decisions for 
their families. We need to take a step back 
and make sure we’re guiding people the 
right way.” 

Most importantly, Victor knows the signifi-
cance of doing what’s right and what’s best 
for his clients. “You can always make more 
money, but you can’t buy a good name,” he 
said. “I’d rather lose money than have a cli-
ent feel they were taken advantage of.”

As an investor since 1998 and an agent 
since 2004, Victor’s drive, reputation, 
and exceptional service have set him 
apart. However, it’s his understanding of 
what’s important—creating those remem-
ber-when moments for himself and his 
clients—that makes Victor and his team at 
KW one of a kind. 

Victor took that advice and grew his 
family alongside his business. “At 
36, I met my wife, Monica,” Victor 
remembered. “I proposed to her six 
months after we met. We took a road 
trip to Europe for two weeks, and I 
proposed to her in Prague. We got 
married about one and a half years 
after we met.”

In fact, Victor and Monica were 
dining at a Mexican restaurant in 
Prague. He saw some Mariachis and 
realized it was a sign. “I hired them 
and asked them to bring a friend to 
record it. She didn’t expect it at all,” 

Victor shared. “One of the Mariachis 
was from Eagle Pass, and another 
was from Monterrey, Mexico. I’m 
from Eagle Pass, and my wife is from 
Monterrey. What are the odds?!” 

After their wedding in Mexico, Victor 
and Monica planned a two-month 
trip around the world for their 
honeymoon: Germany, Italy, Greece, 
Turkey, Dubai, Maldives, Thailand… 
“Maldives was gorgeous; it was magi-
cal in Santorini,” Victor remembered.

Unfortunately, when they reached 
Asia, the rainy season was upon 

YOU CAN ALWAYS MAKE 

MORE MONEY, BUT YOU 

CAN’T BUY A GOOD NAME.
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5 Star Customer Service
www.beaconblinds.com

512-930-1188

Blinds  |  Shades  |  Shutters
Motorized Patio Shades
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John Nunez
Home Check Inspection Group

512-298-2685
John@HomeCheckIG.com

www.HomeCheckIG.com

John Nunez
Home Check Inspection Group

512-298-2685
John@HomeCheckIG.com

www.HomeCheckIG.com

HOME INSPECTION SERVICES:

• Buyers/Sellers Residential 
  Home Inspection
• 11-Month Warranty 
  Inspection
• Pre-Pour Inspections 
  (Phase 1)
• Pre-Drywall Inspections   
  (Phase 2)
• And more!
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Top Producer Elena Licari’s story is one of resil-
ience, determination, and a relentless pursuit of 
success. Born in Ukraine in 1986, Elena faced chal-
lenges early in life, having been just two months old 
when the Chernobyl disaster occurred.

“My mom and I evacuated to Moscow,” she 
recalls. “My dad and brother had to stay back and 
go separately, it was tough on the family to have to 

separate at a time like this!”

Elena’s parents decided to seek a better life 
elsewhere, leading to their immigration. In 1989, 
Ukraine was still under Soviet rule, making their 
journey a remarkable one. The family received 
refugee status after applying about 2 years earlier 
and an extensive interview process. Years of not 
knowing if we would get to leave, living in angst! 
With two suitcases and not much more they spent 
a few months in Austria before making Italy their 
temporary home, living in communal immigration 
homes throughout their journey in each country. Six 
months later, San Jose became their first landing 
spot in the United States, although the reality dif-
fered from the “golden streets” and palm trees they 
had imagined.

This experience instilled in Elena the virtues of 
perseverance, grit, and hard work – qualities that 
would define her and her future.

Their initial home was a small apartment with a sin-
gle twin bed for the whole family, and canned foods 
sustained them for weeks. Despite the challenges, 
Elena’s parents, both highly educated – her mother a 
professional music teacher and nurse and her father 
a mechanical engineer – instilled a strong value 
for education. Elena learned from a young age that 
although they were initially financially struggling, 
opportunities lay ahead if they persisted.

From Ukraine 
to Austin, A 
Journey of 
Resilience & 
Success

Elena
LICARI

PURSUING HER PASSION 

Growing up in San Jose, Elena found her passion for martial arts at 
the age of 10. With her parents being workaholics, she made choices 

that would shape her future. At 13, she took on her first job, teaching 
martial arts to 3 and 4-year-olds in exchange for free training. This 
experience laid the foundation for her journey into sales, where she 
sold packages and enrolled people in martial arts, realizing her 
ability to change lives.

Elena’s early adulthood saw her explore various paths, from 
becoming a personal trainer to contemplating a career in exercise 
physiology. However, a chance encounter with firefighters led 
her to consider a different path. Riding along in San Francisco on 

a Friday night ignited her interest in joining the fire service, 
an unconventional decision at the time, given the 

scarcity of women in the field.

Determined to pursue her newfound passion, 
Elena dropped her classes, attended an acceler-
ated EMT school, and immersed herself in the 
world of emergency services. At the age of 20, she 
became a firefighter in San Jose, making her 
one of the youngest, at the time, to achieve 
this feat.  “There were 3,000 people who signed 
up for the test. says Elena. She was one of only 
30 to join the fire department in that first class. 
It wasn’t easy with some 100+-degree days and 

wearing 100 pounds of gear.

With just under 15 years in the fire depart-
ment, she climbed through the ranks up to 
the rank Fire Engineer (driver/operator) and 

spent several years in special ops as a Hazmat 
Specialist, gaining valuable skills in staying calm 

under pressure and managing emotions – skills she 
finds invaluable in her current real estate career.

While working as a firefighter, Elena met her husband, 
a builder with 26 years of experience. Their shared love 
for modern smart-home aesthetics and the realization 
that they enjoyed remodeling led them to embark on 
a journey together. The lightbulb moment for real 
estate struck, prompting Elena to obtain her license. 
Immersing herself in the industry, she sought guid-
ance from the top agents and coaches.

THRIVING IN REAL ESTATE 

Balancing two full-time jobs, Elena thrived in real 
estate, applying her negotiation skills and helping 

clients navigate the complexities of home buying.

real producer 
Written by  

Elizabeth McCabe
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Darrell King Owner
O�ce: 512-661-1601
Mobile: 512-773-6090

AUSTIN REDDIN
13740 Research Blvd Building E, Suite 1 Austin, TX
Business Phone: (512) 502-5444
Cell Phone: (936) 900-5636  •  Fax: (512) 366-9832
Website: www.LoansbyProdigy.com
Email: Austin@LoansbyProdigy.com

FROM START TO FINISH, AUSTIN’S TOP 
PRODUCERS & CLIENTS ARE IN GREAT HANDS.

TRY A MORTGAGE BROKER TODAY! 
LOW WHOLESALE RATES & FEES, EXTENSIVE 
LENDING OPTIONS WITH QUICK CLOSINGS 
AND FIVE STAR CUSTOMER SERVICE.

NMLS #1196854. All rights reserved. This is not an o�er to enter into an agreement. Not all customers will qualify. Information, rates and programs are subject to change without notice. 
All products are subject to credit and property approval. Other restrictions and limitations may apply. Equal Housing Lender.

“My value is in negotiating, helping people get 
what they want, building relationships with 

people, and my understanding of construc-
tion,” she says.

She views real estate as akin to 
responding to a fire, focusing on 

goals, objectives, safety con-
cerns, and mapping out the best 
course of action. Her unique 
perspective, derived from her 
familiarity with the building, 

remodeling, and design aspects 
of construction, sets her apart in the 
competitive real estate market.

Even during the challenges posed by 
the COVID-19 pandemic, Elena adapted 

by taking her business to Zoom, selling 59 
houses while working full-time as a firefighter 
In a year, resulting in being ranked as top 1% 
out of 1.6M realtors nationwide for multiple 
years per Wall Street Journal Real Trends. 
Her commitment to providing valuable infor-
mation to clients, coupled with her ability to 
navigate home inspections with ease, has set 
her apart as a trusted advisor.

The decision to expand to Austin was a 
pivotal moment for Elena. Along with a 
thriving business in the Bay Area, the energy 
and vibrancy of Austin captured her heart. 
Expanding to Austin, she continued her 
success, working with high-value clients and 
embracing the unique lifestyle the city offers.

Elena’s approach to real estate is not solely 
data-driven; it’s about understanding how 
clients feel about a property and providing 
them with the information they need to make 
informed decisions. Recognizing a need for 
this in Austin, she delved into data analysis, 
making it her niche. Elena’s commitment to 
her clients goes beyond expectations, joking 
that she is in their “real estate life, forever” 
guiding them until the very end.

She stays on top of the market and is 
happy to provide that to clients. “You 
have to know what is going on in the 
current market so you can give people the 
best advice,” she comments.

As she continues to make waves in the 
Austin real estate scene, Elena Licari stands 
as an illustration of the power of resilience, 
adaptability, and an unwavering commitment 
to excellence. From her early days in Ukraine 
to her current success in the competitive 
world of real estate, Elena’s journey is truly 
an inspiring one.

You have to know what is going on in 
the current market so you can give 
people the best advice.
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Thursday, May 9th, 2024 
at Grey Rock Golf Club

•Box Lunch Provided at Check In
•Fajita Dinner, Margaritas, and Live Music

Register Online Today
https://app.eventcaddy.com/events/john-lockhart-foundation-4th-annual-charity-golf-tournament-38

*Sponsorships Available 
NOW Online*

DATE: 
Thursday 05.09.24

TIME: 
11:30am Check-In

1:00pm Shotgun Start

NEW LOCATION: 
Grey Rock Golf Club 

7401 State Highway 45
Austin, TX 78739

COST:
Per Team $800 (4 Players)
Individual $250 Per Person
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OUR PEOPLE ARE WHAT MAKE US GREAT!
LET’S GET TO KNOW OUR PEOPLE!

Alexis Shirley
Business Development Officer
alexiss@capstonetitletx.com
512-965-1763

How long have you been in the title industry?
I joined the title industry about 6 months ago. However, my family has owned 

and operated title companies for three generations and my mom has been a 
realtor here in Austin for 25 years!

 
What is your favorite part of your job? 

My favorite part of my job is getting to meet, know and be of service to 
people. From clients to coworkers, I find so much joy being allowed to 
make lifelong connections and provide value to people every day.

What do you enjoy doing 
outside of work? 
Outside of work, I enjoy working 
out outdoors, and having 
memorable adventures with 
friends and family.
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Arion Crenshaw, a proud Austinite born and raised, is 
making waves in the real estate scene, bringing a fresh 
perspective and youthful energy to the industry. Arion 
has deep roots in the community and a family legacy in 
the remodeling industry.

Growing up, Arion was immersed in the world of 
construction, with grandparents who own a high-end 
remodeling company, Audino Construction. The com-
pany was recognized 
locally & nationally 
as One of The “Top 
50” Remodelers 
in the Nation 
by Remodeling 
Magazine. To 
this day they are 
ranked top 10 Best 
Custom Home 
Builders in Austin 
by AustinArchitects.
org. Arion contem-
plates the possibility 
of taking the reins as 
he continues to grow 
his business.

Arion’s early expo-
sure to the remod-
eling industry gave 
him a keen eye for 
quality, cost manage-
ment, and created 
a baseline for his 
valuable connections 
with various trades 
in Austin. These 
skills have proven to 
be a significant asset 
in his real estate 
endeavors, where 
understanding the con-
struction and remodeling aspects enhances his ability 
to navigate the market effectively.

A true local of North Austin, Arion attended highly 
acclaimed schools in the RRISD area and was the second 
full graduating class in his high school. Another unique 
fact about Arion is that he is a triplet with two sisters. 

SALES + SERVICE

After high school, Arion ventured to Baylor 
University, choosing a smaller town away from home. 
Armed with a degree in PR and Marketing, he seam-
lessly transitioned into the real estate industry. His 
journey began at the young age of 16 when he secured 
his first job, showcasing his dedication and early work 
ethic. He then worked at Ralph Lauren for 6 years and 

came to the realiza-
tion, “If I could sell 
clothes, I could defi-
nitely sell houses.”

Entry-level mar-
keting jobs didn’t 
appeal to Arion and 
he saw real estate 
in his future. It was 
full steam ahead for 
this go-getter. He 
obtained his real 
estate license in a 
remarkable seven 
weeks, a testament 
to his dedication. 
Joining Keller 
Williams for its 
renowned training, 
Arion commuted 
daily from Round 
Rock to the Lake 
Travis office, honing 
his skills through 
phone duty and 
learning from sea-
soned agents.

The hard work paid 
off as Arion secured 
his first buyer within 

the first month of 
business, thanks to a connection from his fraternity 
days at Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity Inc. He furthered his 
knowledge by working as an assistant for Angela Beck, 
a seasoned professional known as the “Queen of the 
Hills.” Arion’s resilience and commitment to learning 
led him to the Jaymes Willoughby team, where he 
excelled as the top buyer’s agent.

Written by Elizabeth McCabereal producer rising star
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Top Producers resource for personalized mortgage solutions, 

fast customized quotes, great rates, & service with integrity

Hill Country Mortgages. 231 Baldovino Skyway, Lakeway, TX 78738. 
Equal Housing Opportunity. 

NMLS 2324262. Licensed to do business in TX.

Jonathan Sarver
Broker Owner,

Hill Country Mortgages
NMLS # 993872
512-487-4503

Jonathan@hillcountrymortgages.com

At just 27 years old, Arion is one of the younger agents 
in the Austin area, but his age is not a deterrent. 
Having experienced both success and burnout, Arion 
decided to explore investing for himself. Partnering 
with Wade Giles at Moreland Properties, he made 
significant strides.

Despite parting ways with Wade in June, Arion’s 
business continues to thrive, with 60% of his volume 
concentrated in the northern part of Austin. Aiming 
for 20-30 million in transactions, he has expanded his 
team, hiring a real estate coach and a transaction coor-
dinator. Notably, he secured his largest transaction in 
June in Tarrytown, totaling 4.1 million.

RELATIONSHIPS MATTER

Arion’s success is not only attributed to tradi-
tional methods but also to his unique approach. 
Actively involved in the community, he joined 
the architectural committee for his neighbor-
hood, participates in a pickleball league, and is 
on the board of two organizations in real estate. 
Building relationships in person is his forte, 
preferring it over cold calls. He comments, 
“Find the motivation, the realization is, buyers 
never have to buy but sellers in certain situa-
tions, must sell.” underscores his proactive and 
results-oriented mindset.

As Arion Crenshaw continues to rise in the real 
estate realm, his story serves as an inspiration 
to aspiring agents and a testament to the power 
of hard work, resilience, and a genuine con-
nection to one’s community. With a promising 
future ahead, Arion is undoubtedly a rising star 
in the Austin real estate scene.

Find the motivation, the realization is, 

buyers never have to buy, but sellers 

in certain situations, must sell.

Brandon Sparks
NMLS #273376
P: 512.796.4569
bsparks@axenmortgage.com
www.AXENmortgage.com
AXEN Mortgage
Corporate NMLS # 1660690
AZMB # 0944059

AXEN Mortgage is an
Equal Housing Lender

Home ownership made easy.
Choose Nautilus Lending Group for the best rates, a wide 

variety of loan products, exceptional service, and the peace 
of mind that comes with 20 years of local experience.  

Contact us today to get started on your journey towards 
owning the home of your dreams.
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Addicted 2 Décor ATX (A2D) is a full service luxury home 
staging & interior design firm in Austin, TX

(512) 573-8416
addicted2decor.com

create@a2d-addicted2decor.com
a2d_addicted.2.decor

facebook.com/addicted2decor

Jesse Lokken
NMLS# 425953

Originating Manager

(312) 285-6136
Jesselokken.com

WITH LOKKEN LOANS

Equal Housing Lender | © Guaranteed Rate Affinity 2022 | NMLS ID 1598647 | NMLS Consumer Access | Licensing Information
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Enhancing Austin’s 

Top Real Estate Pros’ 

Flooring Services!

sponsor spotlight 

Purchasing a new home 
offers numerous advan-
tages, from catering to 
growing families to 
providing a space 
for relaxation and 
bonding with loved ones.

As a local, family-owned 
business established in 2014, 
Total Pro Flooring utilizes 30 
years of experience to specialize in 
high-quality flooring products and ser-
vices at competitive prices. Whether it’s 
a quick flip, a remodel, or a luxury design, 
you can rely on Chad Tafs and his team to 
deliver exceptional results at great value.

We back our products with the finest manufac-
turer warranties, ensuring your flooring main-
tains its stunning appearance for years. 

Our commitment to excellence has earned us 
recognition as the Platinum Top 50 Partner of 
the Year for the past 2 years and was Voted 
Austin’s Best Flooring Store 2023-2024.

We take pride in collaborating with associa-
tions like NARI, HBA, ASID, and AREAA. 

Congratulations on your success as a top real 
estate professional in Austin! We look forward 
to working with you and your clients on their 
next flooring project.

We invite you to visit our newest showroom 
and design studio, featuring the best in wood, 
carpet, and tile. We have a designer on staff 
to guide you and your clients in making their 
vision become a reality. Give us a call and see 
why most of our business is from repeat and 
referral customers!

Contact us today at  

512-567-8237 or visit our website.  

www.totalproflooring.com

TOTALPRO
FLOORING

TOTAL PRO FLOORING 

HAS BEEN PROUDLY 

ASSISTING AUSTIN’S 

LEADING REAL ESTATE 

AGENTS FOR THE 

PAST DECADE. WE 

APPRECIATE THE 

CRUCIAL ROLE THESE 

AGENTS PLAY IN  

OUR COMMUNITY.
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MAKE-READY+
CONCIERGE PROGRAMSM

Step 1) Clean and Stretch or Replace Carpets
Step 2) Clean Tile, Grout, and Hardwood Floors
Step 3) Power Wash Exterior Surfaces
Step 4) Wash and Shine Windows
Step 5) Deep Clean the Whole House

ONE CALL GETS IT DONE!
Call (512) 905-1110  |  www.personal-castles.com

Streamline the
Make-Ready Process
for a Faster Sale

“This is a game changer!”
- Wendy Mitchler, C21

:
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In her twenty-three-year career as 
a luxury real estate agent, Dara 
Allen has embraced change and 
new opportunities at every turn. 
She has earned high praise as one 
of the Elite 25 for over 13 years 
and continues to dazzle fellow 
brokers and clients alike. With 
vast experience in luxury and elite 
listings in both Los Angeles and 
Austin, Dara consistently remains 
at the cutting edge of what it 
means to be magnificent.

Dara modeled for both runway 
and print from age 15-25 in Texas. 
In the early 1990s, she graduated 
with a BA and a BBA in Fashion 
Merchandising and Management 
from the University of Incarnate 
Word in Texas. Her love for art 
history led to a passion in interior 
design that has carried through to 
her career in real estate today. 

She lived in Dallas, Texas and 
Vero Beach, Florida before mov-
ing to La Jolla, California where 
she opened a boutique hotel, 
leading the concierge and special 
events. “It was quite an experi-
ence with 80-hour work weeks,” 
Dara remembered.

As a single mother to her young 
daughter, Dara spent her free 

time browsing wallpaper at John 
William Interiors where she 
became the assistant to the owner, 
Bill Sawyer. “He taught me how 
to read floor plans and how to 
measure,” Dara recalled, “and sug-
gested I become a REALTOR®.”

Dara’s passion for staging and 
marketing properties was fueled 
by her time with Bill and her 
knowledge of interior design. 
“I use an architectural pho-
tographer no matter the price 
point of the home,” she said. 
“I take pride in the design and 
interior work for each house 
using Elite Austin staging and 
styling many homes myself.” 

In time, Dara and her daugh-
ter, Avery, moved to Barton 
Creek. “I hosted open houses,” 
she said, “but my real interest 
was in new construction.”

Dara met with a builder and 
took his floor plan on as her 
own, creating an entire portfolio 
with renderings. “Marketing is 
a key piece in real estate; you’ve 
got to spend money to make 
money,” Dara explained. “I also 
learned from the hotel business 
that email was the key to reach-
ing people; I could send them 

Dara Dara 
A L L E N 

What It Means To Be Magnificent
Written by Megan Taylor-DiCenzo

real producer cover story 
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comps and utilize technology that 
was still fairly new at the time. My 
artsy side (interior design, stag-
ing, and rendering) combined with 
marketing and technology-- that’s 
how I ended up in real estate, and 
it took off from that moment.”

After living in Austin for three to 
four years, Dara longed for a larger 
market, and as a self-starter, she was 
always looking for something new. In 
2004, Dara transitioned to Coldwell 
Banker in Los Angeles, California. 
“I knew it was a great opportunity,” 
Dara shared. “It’s also where I met 
my actor husband, Todd.”

Todd grew up in Austin and went to 
Austin High School. He planned to 
visit his mother there the following 
week and asked to take Dara out. “I 
knew he was the man for me from the 

first date; we’ve been married for 18 
years now,” she shared. They dated 
long-distance for about a year while 
Dara slowly closed her business in 
Austin. Within a year, she was in LA.

Real estate was different there to say 
the least. Dara co-listed and hosted 
a celebrity home in Brentwood, and 
250 people attended every day for 
three days. They received three to 
four offers, and it sold for a million 
dollars over listing. “It was exciting 
but unlike Austin” Dara recalled. “You 
need to think about security, and the 
contracts were more in-depth. It was 
a learning curve for me: new city, new 
contracts, new market.”

Soon, Dara excelled in the high-pro-
file markets of LA including the 
“platinum triangle” of Bel Air, Beverly 
Hills, and Holmby Hills. During her 

time in LA, she worked with athletes, 
celebrities, and music industry elite. 
One of Dara’s favorite houses to sell 
was Paris Hilton’s; she represented 
the buyer.

In 2010, it was time for Dara, Todd, 
and their two-year-old, Shelby, to 
move back to Austin. Dara’s older 
daughter, Avery, was headed to the 
University of Texas, and Todd, orig-
inally from Austin, had family there 
as well; it was the perfect location. “I 
started over three separate times,” 
Dara shared. “Each time, it’s been an 
exciting challenge. I find it invigorat-
ing to do something new.”

At the time, Dara had her broker’s 
license and her own company, Dara 
and Associates. She transitioned to 
Kuper Sotheby’s when she learned 
Jay Kuper opened the Sotheby’s in 

Austin. “Jay is such 
an amazing broker,” 
Dara said. “Words can’t 
describe him. He’s still 
one of my best friends 
and confidantes today. 
He never hesitates to 
pick up the phone when 
I call.”

From there, Dara joined 
Laura Gottesman at 
Gottesman Residential 
Real Estate as a West 
Austin agent. “I have a 
lot of respect for how 
Laura runs her busi-
ness,” Dara shared. “I 
will never forget my 
time there as an agent.”

When Compass 
arrived in Texas, Dara 
received a call from the 
CEO, Robert Reffkin, 
requesting a conversa-
tion with her. “He was 
dynamic and vivacious, 
and I was impressed by 
his marketing and the 
fact that the client for 
Compass is the agent—
not the buyer or the 
seller,” she shared.

In 2018, Dara became 
Agent #1 at Compass 
and quickly took on a 
new role as a sales man-
ager while continuing 
to sell and build a team. 
“I think you need to 
change with the market, 
the Internet, and social 
media” Dara explained. 
“You need to constantly 
grow as a real estate 
agent and learn about 
the next big thing.”

You need to constantly grow as a real estate agent & 
LEARN ABOUT THE NEXT BIG THING.
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Austin Lakeway
2501 Ranch Road 620 South, Suite 250 

Lakeway, Texas 78734

Austin Northwest
6850 Austin Center Boulevard, Suite 127

Austin, Texas 78731

Austin South
1801 S. Mopac Expressway, Suite 250

Austin, Texas 78746

Cedar Park
715 Discovery Boulevard, Suite 205

Cedar Park, Texas 78613

Georgetown
800 S. Austin Avenue, Suite E

Georgetown, Texas 78626

Horseshoe Bay
9714 Fm 2147, Suite 107

Horseshoe Bay, Texas 78657

Lockhart
203 South Main Street
Lockhart, Texas 78644

Round Rock
2300 Greenhill Drive Bldg. 10-Suite 1000

Round Rock, Texas 78664

Round Rock Downtown
211 W. Main Street

Round Rock, Texas 78664

San Marcos
1913 Dutton, Suite 308
San Marcos, Tx 78666

Westlake
3801 Bee Caves Rd., Suite 110

Austin, Texas 78746

The Largest Independent Title 
Company in the United States

www.ctot.com

The next big thing for Dara 
proved to be @properties | 
Christie’s International Real 
Estate. Seeking a smaller 
brokerage with an interna-
tional influence, they were 
a perfect fit. Established 
in 2000, @properties | 
Christie’s International 
Real Estate ranks 8th on 
the REAL Trends 500 list 
of the largest residential 
brokerage firms in the 
U.S. by sales volume. With 
more than 4,000 agents in 
75 offices across 11 states, 
@properties | Christie’s 
International Real Estate 
continues to redefine the 
real estate industry.

Dara became @properties 
| Christie’s International 
Real Estate’s Founding 
Broker Associate and 
Executive Vice President 
of Strategic Growth for 
Christie’s Austin office. She 
was inducted into the 2024 
Christie’s Masters Circle 
as well as the Christie’s 
Sports and Entertainment 
Division. Dara is also 
proudly part of Christie’s 
Private Network in which 
one agent from every city 
attends private networking 
and referral meetings on a 
monthly basis.

Christie’s enjoys over 250+ 
years of unparalleled luxury 
service, and luxury clientele 
reach in over 50+ countries. 
This partnership helps Dara 
to serve her sphere of influ-
ence with targeted, upscale 
connections worldwide. As 
the Founding Agent, Dara 

propelled the brokerage to an 
incredibly successful launch.

The Austin office is led by 
Jerry W. Mooty Jr (CEO) and 
Romeo Manzanilla (COO) and 
is backed by the Jerry Jones 
family. Since launching in 
October 2023, the Austin affil-
iate of @properties Christie’s 
International Real Estate has 
brought on nearly 50 agents 
representing over $300 million 
in volume in the first three 
months of operations and is 
estimated to hit $500 million 
in the first quarter of 2024.

Equal to Dara’s enthusiasm 
for real estate and design is 
her passion for wellness both 
at home and abroad. She’s an 
Ambassador for the Global 
Wellness Institute, a non-
profit organization with the 
mission to empower preven-
tative health and wellness 
worldwide. Wellness and 
real estate go hand-in hand, 
in fact. Buyers are seeking 
homes with saunas, private 
gyms, cold plunge pools, and 
more. “Homes are becoming a 
wellness haven for buyers and 
sellers alike,” Dara shared.

When she’s not founding 
offices, selling luxury, and 
encouraging wellness world-
wide, Dara loves to travel. 
“It’s not easy to get away,” she 
laughed. “There has never 
been a time when I was on 
vacation that I didn’t get an 
offer.” She’s someone who 
never passes up a golden 
opportunity; @properties | 
Christie’s International Real 
Estate is that and more.
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TRICIA WORLEY
Mortgage Loan Consultant • NMLS 546321

Tricia.worley@firstunitedbank.com • (214) 616-0448

GREAT MORTGAGES ARE JUST
THE BEGINNING.
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