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BUFFALO REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS:

With signicant up front savings, lower monthly costs, and equity acceleration options, your clients will be able

to qualify for more AND have more resources to better compete in todays market. A home is one of the biggest
purchases someone will ever make and we’re committed to giving your clients the dedicated service and attention
they deserve, meaning their mortgage banker will be with them through every step of the process.

First-time homebuyer programs
No closing cost mortgages”

Lower monthly payments with reduced or
waived Private Mortgage Insurance costs

Fixed-rate loans

Mortgage refinancing

FHA & VA Financing

Home equity loans and lines of credit

New construction and renovation loans

Mortgage Loan Consultant
joseph.sorce@cbna.com
716-609-4191

100 Corporate Parkway
Buffalo, NY 14226

Flexible portfolio mortgage programs
Affordable housing programs

Conventional and secondary market loans
Property investment loans

Land loans

Double and single-wide mobile home loans
Government and affordable housing programs

Insurance and other products

APPLY FOR YOUR NEXT MORTGAGE ONLINE

AMHERST BUFFALO

WHERE DREAMS'
COME HOME 2

Trusted professionalism at every closing

™

% L.

LANCASTER LOCKPORT ELLICOTTVILLE
TiveronLaw.com ¢ 2410 North Forest Road, Suite 301, Amherst, NY 14068 ¢ 716.636.7600

L



PREFERRED PARTNERS

BASEMENT FINISHING

Klaus Roofing Systems of WNY
(716) 705-5287 x410
Krsofwny.com

BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING/
FOUNDATION REPAIR

Macs Basement Wallcracks LLC
(716) 235-9461
Macsbasementwallcracks.com

CLEANING SERVICES
Buffalo’s Cleaning Crew LLC
(716) 247-9718

ELECTRICAL SERVICES
Preferred Electrical
Services of WNYInc

(716) 304-8015
preferredelectricalservices
ofwnyinc.com

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
Cornerstone Community FCU
(716) 694-0295

CCFCU.org

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
Straight line General
Contractors Inc

(716) 714-5656
StraightLineNow.com

GRANITE — MARBLE

- QUARTZ

International Stone Gallery
(716) 625-8400
Intstonegallery.com
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them for supporting the REALTOR® community!

HANDYMAN SERVICES

Ace Handyman Services
Buffalo Southtowns

(716) 427-0427
www.acehandymanservices.
com/offices/buffalo-southtowns/

HEALTH AND WELLNESS
Total Health & Wellness
Brian Ellsworth

(716) 881-2345

HOME INSPECTION
Clinton Hawkins - Pillar to
Post Home Inspections
(716) 608-6829
ClintonHawkins-PillartoPost
Homelnspections.com

Cobblestone Inspections
(716) 526-1099

Good Neighbor
Home Inspections
(716) 465-3957
GoodNeighbor
Homelnspection.com

INSURANCE

Finn-Barends Family Agency
(716) 873-5600
agents.allstate.com/
michael-barends

MOLD REMOVAL/
WATER DAMAGE
Simply The Best
Cleaning Services
(716) 912-6940

MOLD TESTING/REMOVAL
Green Genie

(716) 466-6653
GreenGenieWNY.com

MORTGAGE
Community Bank
(716) 539-5285
Cbna.com

Cross Country Mortgage
(954) 394-9005
CCMBuffalo.com

Five Star Bank

(716) 907-0668
Five-starbank.com

Nickel City Funding
Chris Vassallo

(716) 558-5200
ncityfunding.com

Tarek Jabaji Haus Capital
(716) 444-7553
HausCapitalCorp.com

MORTGAGE LENDER
Northwest Bank
(716) 570-0808
Northwest.bank

MOVERS

Stellar Movers

(716) 344-0132
Stellarsmovers716.com

PHOTOGRAPHY/REAL ESTATE
Eagle 1 Photography

(716) 560-8295
www.eaglelphotography.com

Glass Forest Media LLC
(716) 265-0091
GlassForest.Media

PROFESSIONAL
PHOTOGRAPHER
Adore Studio

(716) 634-5543
adorephotostudio.com

This section has been created to give you easier access when searching for a trusted real estate affiliate.
Take a minute to familiarize yourself with the businesses sponsoring your magazine. These local businesses

are proud to partner with you and make this magazine possible. Please support these businesses and thank

REAL ESTATE GROUP
Women’s Council of
Realtors Buffalo Niagara
(716) 228-0414

wcr.org

REAL ESTATE LAW
Jeri N. Wright P.C.
(716) 464-3240
JeriWrightLaw.com

Laufer Keenan PLLC
(716) 648-1674
LauferKennan.com

The Law Offices of
David C. Weir PLLC
(716) 268-3373
DavidWLaw.com

Tiveron Law PLLC

(716) 636-7600

2410 North Forest Rd Suite 301,
Amherst, NY 14068
TiveronLaw.com

Vallone Law, PLLC
(716) 206-0588
ValloneLawFirm.com

Wesolowski Law Group P.C
(716) 208-7080

63 Park Club Lane
Williamsville, NY 14221
Wesplowskilaw.com

SOCIAL MEDIA
MANAGEMENT
Retune Marketing
Matt Riley

(716) 474-8546
retune-marketing.com

WESOLOWSKI
LAW GROUP

Business Counsel | Real Estate | Investor Services | Corporate Services

Sincere. Strategic. Solutions.
Keith R. Wesolowski, Esq. | President

30 | www.wesolowskilaw.com

63 Park Club Lane, Williamsville, NY 14221 | p. 716-208-7080 | f. 716-7

Let Us Do The Cleaning For You!

« Junk Removal

Residential - Commercia

20% off
your first
cleaning!

tFALQ.
¥ "0

Just call and
we'll clean it all

- Y Y )
iu-.;HfL;fJ; }
n cleancrew-buffalo.com r@

CLEANING
CREW uc
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MEET THE

BUFFALO

O4 RIRSLE - 10 15 REAL PRODUCERS TEAM

Preferred — © Buffalo’s . it Follow
Partners : y - | Top Realtors - Buffalo Real
k Set Sail for . Producers
a Memora- . 2 on Social
ble Sunset d y Media
Cruise

TABLE OF

Soiree

1 6 0 Vo % 1 - 2 6 David Schaub Maria Lapetina David Cornwell Matthew Riley
L F Franchise Owner Executive Assistant/ Writer Social Media Manager
Preferred ; = REALTOR® . REALTOR® and Publisher Content Coordinator & Videographer

Partner _' ] Team | MFRt on the Rise:
Spotlight: i . Spotlight: F T Thejan
Haus Capital - 2 E .| Naomi Lasco Kodituwakku

] " 41

<k RElToR: vl . 2022 By The Adam Jones Dana Goodemote Pete Andrews
&-+ 4 Spotlight: 3 ’ : Numbers Photographer Photographer Photographer/Videographer
T - - Glass Forest Media Adore Studio Eagle 1 Photography

Tim LaDuca
Realtor
Panel Event

If you are interested in contributing or nominating REALTORS® for certain stories,
please email us at David.Schaub@N2co.com.

DISCLAIMER: Any articles included in this publication and/or opinions expressed therein do not necessarily reflect the views of The N2 Company d/b/a Real Producers but remain
solely those of the author(s). The paid advertisements contained within the Buffalo Real Producers magazine are not endorsed or recommended by The N2 Company or the
publisher. Therefore, neither The N2 Company nor the publisher may be held liable or responsible for business practices of these companies.

NOTE: When community events take place, photographers may be present to take photos for that event and they may be used in this publication.
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REAL

PRODUCERS
PODCAST

ith the nation’

Same Brand, New Reach —
Tune in for free today

Listen on
Apple Podcasts

—t PRODUCERS.

© INSPIRING CONVERSATIONS WITH
listenon ) TOP REAL ESTATE AGENTS
amazon music g =
N1

witH HosT REMINGTON RAMSEY

Real Producers Podcast is hosted by Remington Ramsey,
creator of the Real Producers brand that reaches more
than 100 markets nationwide. He is a real estate investor
as well as an avid reader and writer.

PREFERRED

ELECTRICRHL ERVICES
OF WNY INC

We're second to none because we're Preferred!

’.Bt Prpfer r Ed EIBCtr i cal Deteriorated Service Cables
SBFV’ ces of WNY lnc. Oxidized & Rusted Meter

take care of the Channels/Panels
— i concerns and you’ll be on Convgrt Fkuseﬁ Panlels o
Are there electrical g your way in no time. : tre.a e{ davn;§
concerns from your ' . B ke Z“gra; M'rmg.d
- - o0 hook an appointmen moke & Carbon Monoxide
home inspector that is Dlease visit Skl

putting a damper y A preferredelectricalwny.com JEEESUNETINNIETIS
on the whole process? N or call (716) 304-8015 Code Compliance Issues

Serving all of WNY

Real Estate Attorney

Jeri. N Wright, Esq.

(716) 464-3240

attorney@jeriwrightlaw.com

* 2350 North Forest Road, Suite 32B
Getzville, NY 14086

765 Center Street, Suite 3

Lewiston, NY 14092

10% OFF LEGAL FEES
FORALL MILITARY.

Residential ® Commerecial
New Builds ¢ Refinanées
Mortgages * Titles

| live and work right here in our community. | know what the
homes are like in the area. So | can offer advice you can trust
to help you get the protection that fits your needs.

If you're ready to talk home insurance or need some advice
about protecting all that's important to you, call me today.

3493 DELAWARE AVE
KENMORE
mbarends@allstate.com

Your home is a big
investment. Protect it.

Allstate home products not available in FL, and may also not be available in certain areas of other states. Policies may be written by a non-affiliated third-party company.

Insurance subject to terms, conditions and availability. Allstate Fire and Casualty Insurance Company & affiliates: 2775 Sanders Rd Northbrook, IL. ©2016 Allstate Insurance Co




HOSTED BY BUFFALO REAL PRODUCERS

R R N

BUFFALO’S TOP REALTORS

Set Sail for a Memorable

Sunset Cruise Soiree

Buffalo’s real estate elite recently experienced a captivating
evening that perfectly blended networking, relaxation, and
breathtaking vistas on the shimmering waters of Lake Erie.
The occasion? A sold-out sunset cruise specially organized
for the city’s top 300 realtors, a remarkable gathering of
industry leaders who seized the opportunity to reconnect in

person after a prolonged period of remote transactions.

This extraordinary event was brought to life by the dedicated
team at Buffalo Real Producers, who have consistently shown
their commitment to nurturing and celebrating the city’s

real estate excellence. Their expertise in orchestrating such
gatherings ensured that the evening went off without a hitch,
allowing real estate professionals to focus on what mattered

most: connecting and enjoying the spectacular scenery.

Despite the initial weather forecast not looking promising,
with threatening clouds on the horizon, the rain miracu-
lously held off, allowing the cruise to proceed as planned. As
realtors sailed into the horizon, they were treated to a visual
masterpiece of colors dancing across the sky and reflecting

off the tranquil waters.

The vessel chosen for this unforgettable evening was none
other than the “Queen Harbor,” the largest boat charter
available in Buffalo. Its spacious decks and panoramic views

provided the perfect canvas for this memorable gathering.

With only 80 spots available for this exclusive event,

it’s no wonder that it sold out quickly. Buffalo’s real estate
leaders were eager to be a part of this unique experience,
recognizing the tremendous value of in-person connections

and conversations.

This extraordinary evening was made possible thanks to the
generous sponsorship of some of Buffalo’s most prominent
businesses, reaffirming the city’s commitment to fostering
real estate excellence. Eric Vallone, founder of Vallone Law,
took center stage as the official sponsor of the event, his sup-

port instrumental in making the cruise a resounding success.

Buffalo Real Producers - 11
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Tarek Jabaji, representing Haus Capital, joined the
festivities as the Gold Sponsor, emphasizing the
company’s dedication to Buffalo’s thriving real estate
scene. With their continued backing, these industry
leaders ensured that the evening would be nothing

short of spectacular.

Silver sponsors were equally instrumental in creat-
ing a night to remember. Clinton Hawkins, known

for his expertise at Pillar to Post, Green Genie Flood
& Restoration, and Buffalo’s Cleaning Crew, demon-
strated their commitment to Buffalo’s real estate
community by generously supporting the event. Their
sponsorship showcased the importance of collabora-
tion and support within the industry, reinforcing the
bonds that bring realtors together.

The sunset cruise didn’t just provide a magnificent
backdrop for conversations; it underscored the resil-
ience and adaptability of Buffalo’s real estate profes-
sionals. In a world where transactions often occur
remotely, this event served as a powerful reminder of

the enduring value of face-to-face interactions.

As the evening came to a close, with the stars begin-
ning to twinkle overhead, the realtors disembarked
with a renewed sense of camaraderie and purpose.
The success of this sunset cruise wasn’t merely in its
stunning scenery but in the bonds it rekindled and the

opportunities it created.

Buffalo’s real estate community, with the support of
generous sponsors like Eric Vallone, Tarek Jabaji,
Clinton Hawkins, and their respective companies,
is poised to continue thriving, proving that even
in an age of digital connections, there’s no
substitute for genuine face-to-face inter-

actions. This event was not just a sunset

cruise; it was a celebration of unity and

a testament to the enduring strength

of Buffalo’s real estate network,

beautifully orchestrated by

Buffalo Real Producers on the

grand canvas of the

“Queen Harbor.”



Your #1 Mortgage Source!

3460 Seneca St West Seneca, NY 14224
Cell: 716-481-6357 « Business: 716-558-5220

Website: www.ncityfunding.com
Email: brian@ncityfunding.com

Brian P. Traky
Loan Officer
MLO#1949331

The Lawaﬂices
0
David C. Weir PLLC

Real Estate Law

We Felp You Put Dows Roots

Caldwell Building
5820 Main St - Suvite 601
716-268-3373  Willigmsville NY 14221  Davidwlow.com
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Good Neighbor Home Inspections

Your Trusted Inspection Company since 2017

mm ;l/\ NV
ﬁﬁmn NFIGHBOR

Home Inspections

An inspection from Good Neighbor gives
homebuyers peace of mind about the safety and
condition of their home.

The Good Neighbor Difference

Home Inspection Packages
Post Closing Inspections
Radon Testing & Sewer Scoping

Findings explained in a calm, even keel
manner

Virtual Report Review/24-Hour
Follow-Up on All Inspections

Scheduling: 716-320-9083

Conveniently Schedule 24/7
@ goodneighborhomeinspections.com Ryan Thomas

Inspector/ President

License #16000080799

»» follow buffalo real producers on social media

FACEBOOK &
INSTAGRAM

BE THE FIRST TO KNOW ABOUT ARE YOU ON FACEBOOK OR INSTAGRAM?
OUR FREE REALTOR® SOCIAL
EVENTS AND GATHERINGS!

Do you want to be engaged with what we are doing
for the top 300 REALTORS® in Buffalo?

‘We will always have our updates

in this monthly magazine,
but if you want to be the
first to know what’s going
on with Buffalo Real
Producers, you should fol-

low us on social media.

sell out (even though they
are free to REALTORS®).
We can’t bring all 300
REALTORS® to the party, but
if you want to lock your spot
in every time we have a social

event, we highly suggest giving

us a follow.

We are on Facebook as

“Buffalo Real Producers” and

on Instagram as username
“BuffaloRealProducer.” Sorry,
the plural name was already taken

when we started our IG page.

Follow us, and we will be sure to follow you back!

Buffalo Real Producers - 15



urns out accentuating the positive really does
eliminate the negative. At least that’s been

the experience of Tarek Jabaiji, a senior loan

officer at Haus Capital Corporation.

“I'm a big believer in positivity and believe that what
you put out in the world is returned tenfold,” he says.
4 L o ¢ i “Every phone call, every client is an opportunity to

change someone’s life for the better. Even just putting a

o

smile on the face of someone who’s having a bad day can

really go a long way.”

= After opening its first office in Rochester in 2016, Haus
.‘ Capital expanded to Buffalo four years ago and now also
operates in Pennsylvania, South Carolina and Florida.
It was the No. 1 wholesale loan originator in New York

last year and is looking to repeat that feat this year.

“With everything going on with the economy and the
country, it’s going to be a slower year in real estate,”

Tarek says. “But we’re still trucking along.”

Higher interest rates are likely one of many reasons
» behind Haus Capital’s continuing high level of business
as more people turn to mortgage brokers for the lower
f"-._ rates and flexibility they offer.
“Being a broker, we have access to a lot of different banks
so we can shop around for interest rates and also to find
the best program to fit a client’s specific needs,” Tarek

says. “If one bank tells us no, we can take it to six others.”

! : In addition to working with conventional loans, Haus
also works with commercial and investor loans and
loans through FHA, USDA and the VA.

“We stay involved in all aspects of the loan,” Tarek says,
another advantage of mortgage brokers. Unlike a bank,

preferred
partner
spotlight

which has to spread its expertise across a variety of finan-

cial products, the Haus team focuses only on mortgages.

“No matter what’s going on in a year or the economy,

-, o s »
Article by: David Cornwell brokers just have so many more options,” he says,

Photography by:
Eagle 1 Photography

adding those options help put more money in referring

agents’ pockets.

€6

“Using a local lender who has such a good reputation,
it’s going to be easier to get your clients’ offer accepted

we can take it and quicker to close, so they can clear their pipeline a
little bit and move on to the next sale.”

to six others

Buffalo Real Producers - 17




Tarek’s own career in the mortgage industry began when

he was 21 after having worked at a mall in high school and

college. “I thought there had to be more to life than help-

ing some guy pick out clothes.” A friend’s mom who owned
a mortgage brokerage offered him a job and he’s been in

the business ever since.

He says he thrives on the pressure of his job and it’s that
pressure that motivates him. He’s also a huge advocate
of networking and encourages other professionals to see

what it can do for their success.

“I wouldn’t be where I'm at if it wasn’t for networking,” he
says. “But I mean who wants to go out at the end of a long

day and talk to a bunch of strangers they’ve never met.”

Tarek says he felt the same way but found the more he
stepped out of his comfort zone, the more comfortable he
became. “The more you just be yourself, the more people

will gravitate toward you.”

Some of his favorite networking opportunities are those
offered by the Women’s Council of Realtors Buffalo
Niagara. But, he says “if I hear about anything at all, I'm
going to try to get there.”

“They see your face so many times and then they put a
name to that face and then they find you do good work
and that you’re pretty much fun to hang out with,” he says
of the many friendships and business relationships he’s

formed through networking.

Ty

1l

(14

opportunity

Helping him
cope with 10 to

12-hour days
that spill over
into the week-
end is his long-

time girlfriend,

to cha nge Chelsea. “She’s
I 11 been with me
someone’s life since day one,

for the better

letting me do all

the nonsense

and attend

events and all.

She’s a trooper,
my biggest supporter and I can’t
thank her enough.”

Sports are another major

stress reliever for Tarek outside
the office. “I'm a big sports guy.
That’s kind of my drug

of choice.”

“Sometimes I love being a couch
potato, too. When you’re going
seven days a week, sometimes
you just want to lay on your

couch and not do a thing.”

While he and Chelsea attend
the Bills home opener every
season, truth be told his foot-
ball heart lies elsewhere ever
since his grandfather gave him

an Eagles jersey when he was a

kid. He and Chelsea try to head

to Philadelphia to see a few

games each year.

Through it all, one constant
remains in both his personal
and professional life: positivity.
“I can mope and feel miserable
or I can be positive, keep an
upbeat attitude and make the
most of every opportunity I
get,” he says.

“Just change your attitude, put

on a smile and watch what the

world does for you.”

Buffalo Real Producers - 19



P» REALTOR®
team spotlight

Article by: David Cornwell
Photography by:
Eagle 1 Photography

ith a passion for
racing sailboats and
success in virtually
every aspect of real
estate, Keller Williams
platinum agent and team
leader Naomi Lasco is
something of a renaissance
woman. But at the heart of
her success is family—and
hers is a big one.

While many real estate pro-
fessionals may call coworkers
family, few mean it as deeply
as Naomi, her work family very
much becoming her extended
family when tragedy struck
four years ago. “The support
they gave me was amazing,” she
says of the love and care shown
by Keller Williams, its agents

and staff following the untimely death of her first-born son,
Ricky, from complications of the flu. He was just 20.

Devastated by his untimely death, Naomi says she took a
step back from real estate and that it was her Keller Williams
family that kept her from plunging further into an abyss of
grief. “Anybody that knows me knows my son was my biggest
cheerleader,” she says. “He was in a baby carrier and went to
college with me. And on days I didn’t feel like going, he would

look at me and say ‘Mommy, you can do this.”

Deep in grief, it was memories of her son and his support
that led her to ask what Ricky would want her to do and
knew he would want her to continue pushing for success.
She did just that, getting her broker’s license and forming the
Lasco Team, which in just a few short years has transactions

in the millions each year.

While Naomi herself primarily deals with commercial
properties these days, another team member focuses on
residential home sales, particularly enjoying working with
first-time buyers. Another, like herself, enjoys building inves-

tor portfolios.

Buffalo Real Producers -

21



With a background in accounting, busi-
ness management and marketing, she’s
well experienced in commercial and
residential leasing and property and
project management, positioning her
as a top agent for business and investor

clients to work with.

She’s also a Keller Williams Platinum
Agent, a level of recognition reserved
for the company’s top performers.
And one of her main goals is to men-
tor team members to achieve plati-

num-level success too.

“I mentor them and give them all of my
knowledge on how to be a Platinum Agent
and to sell millions in real estate,” she
says, adding she also strives to ensure that
there’s balance in her team’s lives. “When
my son died I was just work, work, work,
work,” she says, his death making her real-
ize that was no way to live. Requirements
for team members now include taking

at least three weeks vacation each year,
during which other agents completely take
over. Another is that team members take

at least two days off each week. “You have
to have time off because burnout is huge
in this business,” she says. “It’s not about
money. It’s not about working constantly.

You need balance.”

'manumbersgitwhen it
comesto seling real estate,
f'm notall aboutthe paint
&the carpetandthe
lovely kitchen.

Originally from Philadelphia, Naomi
moved to Buffalo in 2010 as a single
mother because real estate was very
affordable. “I wanted to invest and
put roots down in this community.”
She began investing and looked at it
as a way not only to support her chil-
dren but also to create generational

wealth for them.

Having attended Arizona State
University with her son in tow, she
returned to education during the pan-
demic, studying finance online. “I'm a
numbers girl when it comes to selling
real estate. 'm not all about the paint
and the carpet and the lovely kitchen.”
“I'm very logical and like to be on the
inside of things. I want to know what’s
going on in politics, government, the

financial sector, the Federal Reserve.”

It was in Buffalo she took up sailing, ini-
tially learning the ins and outs of the sport
from the then $50 course from Discover
Buffalo Sailing. She and her life partner,
Adams Masters, regularly race their own
boat at Buffalo Yacht Club.

Through the years she has planned

or hosted a number of regattas and
other sailing events. On the day of her
interview with Real Producers, she had
just returned from a three-day Junior
Olympics regatta in Rochester in which
her nine-year-old son, Brison, com-

peted. Her daughter,

Frances, 21, was never bitten by the
sailing bug.

Serendipity has also sailed along with
Naomi over the years. She’s met count-
less friends sailing, including one who

has been instrumental in her success.

She first met Rian Matzel at a sailing

shop Rian owned, Obersheimer Sailor

Supply. They became fast friends and
when she formed the Lasco Team,
Naomi needed an administrator and
knew Rian was the best person for

the job. “She said, ‘Sure I'll do it, but I
don’t know anything about real estate,”
Naomi recalls. “I told her it doesn’t
matter. You're a sailor. I have faith in
you.” With Rian now a licensed agent,

the wisdom of that decision becomes

more apparent each day. Naomi
and Rian are also partnersin a

transaction coordination company.

While she’s not exactly sure
where her professional future
will lead, she is sure of one thing
and that’s as she navigates that
future, memories of Ricky will

help guide her way.

_‘-
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It's not about money. It's not about working constantly.

You need balance.
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WHO WE AKE:

We are a network of successful REALTORS"®
advancing women as business leaders in the

industry and in the communities we serve.

We encourage both men and women to join our
(]
We have a solution!

You can buy an air purifier or "be one!" '
You can choose! 3

Ownear/Lead Phatographer

(716) 560-8295

Edelel=ho] Og.r-_-l.ﬂ‘h y GO

network and help us in our mission of

supporting women in business.

urebiinG evenTe:

October

Brian Ellsworth Total Heaith and Wellness 716.913.9163
~helping people along their health journey for bse.shiftingretail.com
over 2 decades. coachbrian716@gmail.com

10.10.23

Membership & Strategic
Partner Appreciation Mix & Mingle
@ Big Ditch Brewing Company

MEET Ok BEAKD:

Mary Beth Dentinger, President
Nicole Leistner, President Elect

Karen Richmond, Treasurer

Stephanie Fiorentino, Membership Director

Jill Dorr, Event Director

Lauren Arnone, 1st Vice President

Sign up today!
www.wcr.org/BuffaloNiagara
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TELLA
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Stellar Movers proudly offers moving services for
residential and commercial properties. We work

with you to plan every step of the process and ensure
that your satisfaction is met. With a team of
professionals and a variety of services available,

you can besure your move will be handled

with care.

From the smallest to the
largest task, we believe
your move deserves
top-priority service that's
efficient and reliable.
This is why we started
Stellar Movers to

deliver quality
professional services
thatyou can trust.

Please contact
us at
716-344-0132 or email

stellarmovers(@gmail.com for an estimate.

LET US GUIDE YOU HOME

At Laufer Keenan, PLLC we offer guidance and support
throughout the entire process of buying and selling real estate.

The Inspection
Advantage

If you’re buying a home, a Pillar To Post home
inspection will give you peace of mind about its
safety and condition.

* Exclusive Home Inspection Packages

* Report provided in digital and print formats

» Post-sale inspections available

PILLARTOPOST"

HOME INSPECTORS
“With God, all things are possible”

WILL & ESTATES BUSINESS FORMATION

38 Lake Street
e Hamburg, NY 14075

wavrerkesnan e Q (716) 648-1674
& mlaufer@lauferkeenan.com
T @ lauferkeenan.com

Buffalo Real Producers - 25

Clinton Hawkins . REAL ESTATE
Franchise Owner / Licensed Home Inspector Experlence

716-608-6829 the
clinton.hawkins@pillartopost.com Ultimate

clintonhawkins.pillartopost.com Home
Lic. #16000085992 Inspection!

Serving Buffalo / Niagara

Each office is independently owned and operated.
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P> REALTOR® on the rise
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You can’t help but be impressed with Keller
Williams agent Thejan Kodituwakku. His is a
success story worthy of a Hollywood script.

The storyline would read something like this:
Sri Lankan parents scrimp and save for their
children to attend college in the U.S. Dwindling
funds put education on hold. A simple business
idea succeeds beyond expectations. A success-

ful real estate career is launched.

Working out of Keller Williams in Williamsville,
Thejan, or TJ as he’s most often called, joined
the brokerage in 2020 and with his drive and
determination quickly found success. He was the
office’s Rookie of the Year his first full year with
transactions of $3.4 million. He also earned the

Keller Williams Bronze Award that year.

Primarily working with residential properties,
TJ does occasionally handle commercial trans-

actions and says he might like to work with his

twin brother, Geemal, one day on large, indus-

trial properties and projects.

He particularly likes working with home sellers,
he says, “because marketing is my strength. I love
to promote listings to their highest potential.” “In
selling a property, I want to make sure I give it all
the exposure I can through open houses, online

and social media marketing, everything.”

He says communication is also paramount to
ensuring clients get the best price whether

buying or selling.

“A lot of people say agents aren’t responsive,
but I’'m not one of them,” he says. “I answer
my phone almost every single time and the few
times I can’t, I get right back.”



TJ credits much of his real estate success to Keller
Williams and says he’s particularly grateful to the
300-plus agents out of the Williamsville office and
the network of tens of thousands of KW agents
nationwide for helping him learn how to develop his

business and increase sales.

He and his brother’s journey to Buffalo began with
lots of research into which U.S. colleges offered a
balance between affordability and a quality mechani-
cal engineering program, both of the brothers’ chosen
fields of endeavor. They decided on the University of
Buffalo, moved here and enrolled. “I'm so very grate-
ful to my parents for sacrificing their whole life and
life savings for us to come here for an education,” he
says. But after their first year, the high cost of being
an international student forced them to put college

on hold and start looking for income.

Seeing a need for junk removal in the area and feeling
it was a relatively easy field to get in, they launched
Quick Help Junk Removal and for the next several

years worked to develop and expand the business.
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Today Quick Help serves all of Western New
York and has expanded to include dumpster
rentals, recycling, curbside trash collection
and junk removal for a wide range of busi-
nesses, including hospitals, apartments and

construction sites.

After starting the business, TJ realized
many of the property owners calling for its
services were doing so because they were
getting their property ready to sell. With an
inside track on investment opportunities, the
brothers began buying investment homes for
rentals. TJ then got his real estate license to

facilitate those investments.

These days, Geemal runs the Quick Help side

of things while TJ handles the real estate side.

With his parents 9,300 miles away in Sri
Lanka, TJ hopes he and his brother can get
back to visit at some point. Their sister is also
in the U.S., studying to be a doctor.
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Having earned his Eagle Scout award back in
Sri Lanka, Thejan says he naturally took to the
outdoors when he moved here. “I like to spend
as much time as I can outdoors, hiking and

camping and all,” he says.

The importance of keeping healthy extends

to daily workouts. And he gives back to the
community through joining and supporting
organizations such as The Rotary Club of
Kenmore. “I always believe in positive thinking
and believe what you put out, you get back,” he
says. “My guiding principle is always to be kind
and positive, even when it’s hard to be.”

Of course, any good script has got to have a
good ending. While his story is far from over,
an ending for this scene that would capture
TJ’s drive and determination would be him
walking across a stage in cap and gown to

receive his mechanical engineering degree.

Despite the considerable success he’s achieved
and a very busy schedule, he’s returned to the
University of Buffalo and has about another

semester left to earn his degree.
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WITH COBBLESTONE YOU GET... InsReekwithies
Highly Trained Inspectors | Bedside Manor
Professional Dress | Same Day Reporting*

Most up to Date Inspection Software

Convenient and Easy Online Scheduling 24/7
@ cobblestoneinspections.com
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REALTOR® spotlight

Article by: David Cornwell « Photography by: Glass Forest Media

If Norman Vincent Peale hadn’t written
The Power of Positive Thinking, Realtor
Tim LaDuca might well have instead. “You
can do anything you want if you put your
mind to it,” the Howard Hanna agent and
leader of the Green Bison Team out of its
Tonawanda office says. “I try to surround
myself with good, positive people and

pass the knowledge on to others.”

“I will it to happen,” he tells other
agents when asked what’s behind his
consistent success. “I will the busi-
ness to come to me. I wake up every
day knowing and believing that I'm out
there to help or guide people through
one of the most important decisions

they will ever make.”

Much of Tim’s positive outlook was

inherited from his Mom, who raised
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him as a single parent after his father
died when he was young. Growing
up, Tim remembers how they lived in
South Buffalo, North Buffalo, West
Side, Amh erst, Tonawanda, “just all
over.” “I was born and raised to help
people and be a real estate agent,” he

says. “it’s a perfect fit.”

With more than three decades of expe-
rience in the Western New York market,
Tim began his career in the days before
computers, back when books of MLS
listings were delivered to agents every
couple of weeks and everybody was a
sellers agent. “But real estate is always
changing and evolving, and I try to keep
ahead of the new technology and pro-

grams that come along,” he says.

As for his experience, he says, “I've
been through markets when you didn’t

want any more listings and just wanted

buyers for the listings you had. And
now it’s the opposite, where you’ve got
a scarcity of houses and a lot of buy-
ers.” “Even with the shortage of houses
on the market, I diligently work to get
my sellers top dollar for their homes
and to find my buyers the home of their

dreams—no matter how long it takes.”

After having been a one-man

operation for years, it was his desire

to share his years of experience and
expertise with a new generation of
agents that led him to launch the Green
Bison Team four years ago, not long

before the Covid quarantine.

“We definitely had to adjust, work
together and brainstorm to come up
with new ways of practicing real estate
at a difficult time in history,” he recalls.
“That really brought us together and I

believe made us better.”

As the team leader, Tim spends a lot
of time mentoring its members in the
successful marketing, staging and
business strategies he’s developed
over the years. He’s now looking to
grow his team and share his experi-

ence further.

“It’s not about what you have, but
what you give,” he says of wanting to
mentor other real estate profession-
als to success. “I want to give the best
I have to my team members because

I want them to exceed beyond their
expectations,” he says, including
team member Greg Styliades, who
Tim says calls a personable and
consummate professional. “Greg is

a natural in real estate and is finding
great success in his career,” he says.
“He’s very detail-oriented. At the rate
he’s going, he will do better in this

business than I did in my career.”

Bobbi Jo Hughes is another team
member who began her real

estate career with Tim 16 years

ago, handling numerous stagings,
interior decorating jobs and other
projects, all the while learning from
Tim. “She’s my right hand in real

estate,” he says.

Another team member, Angel
Stenzel, is just starting out. “I tell
her it’s not going to be easy but it’s
something you can build a lifetime of
financial security with. She has a lot

of potential and I know she’ll do well.”

Each of the team members
contribute valuable assets to the
team, whether it’s social media,
photography, staging and more.
“We’re a team. We need to work
together and support each other to

be able to grow.”
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Surprisingly enough, the Green
Bison Team isn’t the only color
of bison with which Tim is
associated. He’s also part owner
of Red Bison Homes, LL.C, which
he runs with his sons, Sam and
Sean LaDuca. Set up in 2014,

it’s been a tool for them to build

their own success.

Typically buying two homes a
year, Red Bison Homes rehabs
and sells them at a profit. But
don’t call them a flip. Tim will
assure you they’re not just
cosmetically done. “When we
get houses, we don’t flip them.
We rebuild them. We rewire
and replumb them, get all the
necessary permits. It can take
up to eight months for a quality
rehab.” “I'm proud of them,” he
says of his sons. “They seem to

be doing well with the business.”

Married for 37 years to his
wife, Renea, the couple recently
became grandparents with

the birth of a baby girl to their
youngest son and his wife. “I'm
still nervous about picking her
up,” Tim says. “She’s too little
for me to handle. I don’t want to
break her.”

Tim coached youth football,
baseball and basketball for many
years and says some of his for-
mer players still call him coach.
They’ve also become clients as
have the children and grandchil-
dren of former clients, referrals
Tim cherishes and takes as the

highest compliment.

One of his favorite places to
be is on the water, he says. A
boater for over 30 years, he’s

long had a slip on Tonawanda

Island where he keeps a goodly
sized boat that is “an old one but
a good one” and one he often
uses it as his mobile office-espe-
cially during some periods of the
pandemic. “I just love being by
the water. It’s just so relaxing for

the mind.”

Active in the community, he and
Renea generously support a num-
ber of organizations that are dear
to their hearts, including Ronald
McDonald House, St. Jude’s
Children’s Hospital, Buffalo City
Mission, SPCA and others.

“My middle name is Jude, the
patron saint for hopeless causes,”
Tim says. “And while I wasn’t
born at St. Judes, I understand
the need for support.” Renea is
also heavily involved in animal
rescue work. “I live my life in
gratitude, every morning [ am
thankful for everything,” Tim
says. “I do very well, not just
monetarily, but in helping people
in life. That’s something every-

body needs to do and to pass

along. You’ve got to help peo-
ple—that’s what life is all about.”
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LOOKING FOR A GREAT
REAL ESTATE PHOTOGRAPHER?

Glass Forest Media Can Help!

_—

GFM helps real estate brokers & agents market their professional sales services more effectively
to prospective clients. With our photographic media, we help build strong portfolios of
successful property sales, to showcase to homeowners, property investors & commercial sellers.

Our scheduling is flexible; we do our best to work with all of our clients, since we're very aware
how hectic and unpredictable the life of a Realtor can be. GFM also provides a 24-hour standard
turnaround for all photographic media, so properties can be listed on the market ASAP.

Glass Forest Media LLC | glassforest.media | (716) 265-0091

Meet Tarek Jabaiji, Haus Capital Corp.

Tarek was born and raised In Buffalo, NY with a huge love
for his city. Tarek found his passion In the mortgage
business at just 20 years old and hasn't looked back since.
Tarek Is currently In the top 1% for mortgage originating In
NYS. One thing you can always count on Tarek for Is he Is
ALWAYS available to help find you a HAUS!

Advantages of working with a Mortgage Broker:
e Preferred relationships with the top lenders
» Specialized In mortgages

H AU S e Earn the best possible rates

perciln e » Close most home loans In 30 days or less

Tarek Jabaji NMLS #1407826| Senior Loan Officer | C: 716.444.7553 | E: tarek@hauscapitalcorp.com

Registered mortgage broker. NYS department of financial services. loans are
arranged through third-party providers. NMLS #2017200
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SPRAY INSULATION
by Creen Genie

We help landlords &
tenants access NYSERDA
subsides worth $1,000s in

home improvements

3
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FLOOD-FIRE-MOLD
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Proudly Serving the Real Estate
Industry for Over a Decade

From Mold to Sold!

Fire, Flood & Mold Mediation Our Specialties:
Air Duct Cleaning Energy Efficiency Assessments
Carpet Cleaning Spray Foam Insulation
Exterior House Washing Blown-In Fiberglass

Reducing Yucky Odors Crawlspace Encapsulation

We get it clean, naturally Invest in your nest!

(716) 760-3626

www.magicfoamwny.com

(716) 466-6653

www.greengeniewny.com
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Learn From Jason Sokody,

Mark your calendars for an exclusive real estate event
like no other! Buffalo Real Producers proudly presents
the “Top 3 Realtor Panel Event” on Tuesday, November
14th, from 12:00 PM to 2:30 PM. Join us at the scenic
Harbor House in North Tonawanda, nestled right along

the picturesque Erie Canal.

EVENT HIGHLIGHTS:

- Date: November 14th (Tuesday)

- Time: 12:00 PM - 2:30 PM

- Location: Harbor House, North Tonawanda, Erie Canal
- Complimentary Mimosas

- Delicious Catered Lunch

This event promises to be an incredible opportunity
for real estate enthusiasts, whether you’re a seasoned
professional or just starting your career. Here’s what

you can expect:

Top Realtor Panel (12:00 PM - 1:00 PM):
Get ready to gain insights and knowledge from some of

Buffalo’s most successful realtors. Our top 3 realtors

ERS PRESENTS

Karen Baker & Robert Blake!

will share their experiences, tips, and secrets to success
during this one-hour panel discussion. To make the
most of this session, we invite you to submit your ques-
tions ahead of time. We’ll select the best ones to ask our

panelists, as time is limited.

Open Networking (1:00 PM - 2:30 PM):

After the panel discussion, it’s time to mingle, enjoy

a delectable catered lunch, and savor complimentary
Mimosas. Connect with fellow real estate professionals,
build relationships, and exchange ideas in this relaxed

and social atmosphere.

Don’t miss this unique opportunity to learn from

the best in the business and expand your real estate
network. Save the date, and we look forward to seeing
you on November 14th at the Harbor House in North
Tonawanda. Remember, the Erie Canal backdrop adds

an extra touch of beauty to this already exciting event.

Stay tuned for more details, and get ready to be inspired

and educated by Buffalo’s top realtors. See you there!

To RSVP please email us at @ David.Schaub@n2co.com so we can send you the private link to rsvp.

save the date
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simplifying homebuying
Is why we're here.

because the point is you.

Five Star Bank's Home For You* product is specially designed to
provide easier access fo homeownership and features flexible credit
requirements. Highlights of our Home For You product include:

« Down payment and/er closing cost
assistance for qualified applicants

» Private mortgage insurance not required

+ Eligible property types include

+ A 30-year fixed-rate mortgage 1-4 unit, owner-occupied residences,
with a down payment requirement including warrantable condos and
of only 3% planned unit developments

To learn more about

this program and others,
contact one of our
mortgage specialists today.

wr Five Star
™ Bank

*Home For You product details are subject te change without nofice.

Member FDIC
el NMLS# 408838

Peter Zabel Branden Tout

Community Dfgel opmi@if! Loan Officer Community Development Loan Officer
¥ ?
r Baik »
afein Plage | Buffale, NY 142072
A303 | NMLSE 481577

Five Star Bank




BY THE NUMBERS

s $ 10,813,236.21
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" gy =
)X

slalele ] - n it yotb e / y R B2 ’ ;
¥ ! x i ..lg I'I..'-::;::".rf';:;;f. F — ? - ;] I .
e downand lower ' f ' °

fents.

@
Al oo

TRANSACTIONS
TOTAL TRANSACTIONS PER AGENT

A TS (.

Fewer
upfront
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Great | Affordable
refinance
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costs

options

\ Contact Breana Willis today!
* Mortgage Loan Officer
‘ (716) 913-8265

breana.willis@northwest.com
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Do you need to renovate before selling? Call us today!
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Cornerstone - » 30 year fixed rate mortgage - 1-7 14

with one-time rate adjustment.

‘ Golden Ti(ket * Preapprovals available.
= No attorney or closing cost fees
Mortgage Iloan when you change rate service.

» Competitive rates & local.
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ccfeu.org | 716.434.2290

www.straightlinenow.com

ECILIAL HOUSING
OFPORTUNITY

Custom Residential Building and Remodeling
Commercial Construction and Design Consultation available

=2 CEKERAL CONTRACTOMS

EXPERIENCE THE LARGEST INVENTORY
OF NATURAL STONE IN WNY

Amaimey Advestriang

that's whack!?
CALL MAC! |

We are here lo
make YWestern
Mew York
basements and
yards
8 permanently dry.

Your client

can call Vallone
and actually talk

INTERNATIONAL

Lo toaVallone
STONE GALLERY %2 IMPLY ,“m’ “,
. THE @ ¥ - Have them try it. Ask for Eric. i— %
» & <
QUARTZ, UARTZITE SOAPSTONE AND ONYX. You WILL Lo EST ¢ = E ég ] =

ABSOLUTELY FIND THE RIGHT MATCH FOR YOUR
KITCHEN, BATHROOM, OR FIREPLACE SURROUND. CLEANING SERVICES MACS BASEMENT WALLCRACKS LLC

COME AND SEE NATURE’S WORKS OF ART AND OUR FULL 716 -9 1 2 .6 940 [? 1 Bl 235-9461

SLABS OF BEAUTIFUL EXOTIC STONE.
Llicensed & Insured

£ o)
21 3ovmn T s Locsrons o vous 100 [l 24 HOUR EMERGENCY CLEANUP SERVICES: s%ValloneLaw | == el
) R | | E CSMIOK o - 716.206.0588 | vallonelawfirm.com

INFO@INTSTONEGALLERY.COM S bz ciars + bl 2560 Walden Ave., Suite 104, Cheektowaga, NY 14225 n Add us as a friend on Facebook [Mocs Basemeant Wallcracks)
Ne-Grae-2 00 s LA S AP NN AR P (SN AT /]
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for step by step on projects and follow our poge!



Meet your Buffalo mortgage partners S LY

Michael Burke Amanda Bernardini Pat Lewis Anthony Nanula Jenna Saturno
Originating Branch Manager Loan Originator Loan Originator Loan Originator Loan Originator
NMLS680412 NMLST1161395 NMLS1165297 NMLS2177579 NMLS2250461
M:716.863.3713 M:585.755.4885 M: 716.807.7823 M: 716.698.7846 M: 716.697.3032
michael.burke@ccm.com amanda.bernardini@ccm.com pat.lewis@ccm.com anthony.nanula@ccm.com jenna.saturno@ccm.com

We're the Buffalo market experts who are dedicated to helping your
clients find the right type of home loan that best fits their financial situation.

If they mention this coupon, they can earn up to $500 toward
appraisal costs when submitting their mortgage application.

Contact us today
Our team handles all types of programs such as bank statements,
construction, conventional, jumbo, VA, FHA, and more! to get Startedo

TERMS & CONDITIONS: Available for first lien mortgage purchase and refinance money loans only. Offer can only be redeemed by closing a loan with the Williamsville,
NY branch of CrossCountry Mortgage, LLC. Offer will be redeemed at closing in the form of a $500 lender credit (must be applied before any seller paid credits). Borrower
cannot receive cash at closing. Approval subject to CrossCountry Mortgage, LLC, mortgage insurance, and loan purchase underwriting guidelines and property approval
for loan. Available only on loans originated through completed residential mortgage loan applications received directly by CrossCountry Mortgage, LLC before 5:00
p.m. on July 1, 2023 and which close on or before August 31, 2023. Loan program terms and conditions are subject to change without notice. Offer must be presented
with an application for a residential mortgage loan. Only one offer per loan transaction will be accepted. No cash value. Offer will be rescinded if the borrower elects to
cancel the loan transaction or the conditions for sale of the loan change. CrossCountry Mortgage, LLC has the right to accept, decline, or limit the use of any discount
or offer. Licensed Mortgage Banker — New York State Banking Department. Equal Housing Opportunity. All loans subject to underwriting approval. Certain restrictions
apply. Call for details. CrossCountry Mortgage, LLC. NMLS3029 NMLS2172659 (www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org). CrossCountry Mortgage, LLC isan FHA Approved Lending
Institution and is not acting on behalf of or at the direction of HUD/FHA or the Federal government. CrossCountry Mortgage, LLC is not affiliated with or acting on behalf
of or at the direction of the Veteran Affairs Office or any government agency. Certificate of Eligibility required for VA loans. 22LO_3f26xvx



