]

CHARLOTTE

R‘i

RING

SPECIAL EDITION

SALUTING
OUR HEROES

A Tribute to Military Veterans

NOVEMBER 2023

y



SERVICE EXCELLENCE

P ‘.- 3 I’ o . , - \
"*"_‘A '? i — ) " i SRR a— o J 7/ )/’
s F 1 4 ) - Ria KR <. e \ )
’ g KN B ‘o N sy,
4 ZE 4 . /- < RV el 0 1 .
L1 f 7.5 . e 2% s ’
= g o7

.5, -

e
| ““hlll |||- It takes a lot to kee’p a home running

" smoothly, and that's why Charlotte

A = ]l‘] : “ ". and Lake Norman homeowners

W s ““W “ partner with the tried-and-true experts
Il “ at NuBlue. We're committed to

"l serving our community with reliable

B home care that saves you time and
L ol .

il "l money. When you need professional

_ I“ l plumbing, HVAC, or electrical

: repairs, call on the licensed
technicians at NuBlue for same-day
service that gets the job done right.

PHOTOS. VIDEOS.
AERIALS. 3D TOURS.

NYBLUE

ELECTRIC « PLUMBING « AIR

CallNuBlue.com
(704) 709-

Michael Velet | 704.712.0197
book@veletmedia.com | (©) @veletmedia
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SEEGARS AND TOWNSEND, PLLC

Attorneys at Law

Charlotte Real Producers A Charlotte Real Producers

@realproducerscharlotte

@realproducerscharlotte

Schedule a FREE consultation with a real estate closing attorney today.
(704) 561-1750 ¢ stlawnc.com

5457-A Monroe Rd. e Charlotte
145 Union St. South, Suite 106 ¢« Concord
211 North Main St., Suite C ¢ Monroe /

Juwaun Seegars Otha B. Townsend ,',.'
Attorney Attorney J /
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PREFERRED PARTNERS

ATTORNEY
Costner Law Office
(980) 322-0703
CostnerLaw.com

Hejirika Law
(980) 580-2260
HejirikaLaw.com

Seegars and
Townsend, PLLC
(704) 561-1750
STLawNC.com

BAKERY

Christina Bakes Cakes, LLC
(704) 288-9689

IG: @christinascakery17

BALLOONS AND

EVENT DECOR
Twist-N-Shout Balloons
Amber Ireland

(980) 406-6655
TwistNShoutBallooning.com

CLEANING SERVICES
Spunky Cleaning
(980) 298-5942
SpunkyCleaning.com

EDUCATION

Superior School

Of Real Estate

(704) 944-4260
SuperiorSchoolNC.com

ELECTRICAL,
PLUMBING & HVAC
NuBlue

(704) 709-3549
CallNuBlue.com

FINANCIAL SERVICES
Modern Woodmen
Andrew McNeal

(336) 202-1432

6 - November 2023

HOME INSPECTION
America’s Choice Inspection
Arvil Price

(704) 504-9798
AmericasChoice
Inspections.com

Home Inspection Carolina
(704) 542-6575
Homelnspection
Carolina.com

National Property Inspectors
(980) 722-1506
NPIweb.com/Lauterer

Southern Magnolia
Home Inspections
(803) 899-0504
SouthernMagnolia
Inspections.com

HOME MEASURING
Square Up Measuring
(833) 629-7439
SquareUpMeasuring.com

HOME WARRANTY

Home Warranty of America
Nicole Barth

(704) 692-6647
Nicole.Barth@
hwahomewarranty.com

Old Republic
Home Protection
Blair Crews
(252) 521-2635
My.ORHP.com

HVAC

Dave Barch Heating and
Air Conditioning Inc.
(704) 777-9981
DaveBarchHeatingand
AirConditioning.com

them for supporting the REALTOR® community!

INSURANCE

Brightway Insurance

Dimitri Apostle

(704) 218-6000
Brightway.com/Agencies/NC/
Charlotte/0140

Community One Insurance
Zach Ligon

(704) 246-6500
CommunityOne
Insurance.com

MMD of Charlotte Inc
Megan Donoho

(704) 523-2886
GEICO.com/
insurance-agents/
north-carolina/charlotte/
megan-donoho

NC Farm Bureau
Insurance Group
(704) 841-8700
NCFBins.com

LAND SURVEYING

D.A.S. Land Surveying, P.A.
(704) 664-7029
DonAllenSurvey@gmail.com

MORTGAGE

Carolina Mortgage Firm
Mike Pennington

(704) 840-4146
ClosingtheCarolinas.com

Motivation Mortgage
Tyler Bullock

(704) 746-0300
MotivationMortgage.com

Movement Mortgage
Jessica Babinski
(704) 408-1974
Movement.com/
Jessica.Babinski

TruLoan Mortgage
Daniel Jacobs

(704) 703-6864
TruLoanMortgage.com

This section has been created to give you easier access when searching for a trusted real estate affiliate.
Take a minute to familiarize yourself with the businesses sponsoring your magazine. These local businesses

are proud to partner with you and make this magazine possible. Please support these businesses and thank

MOVERS

Miracle Movers Charlotte
(704) 275-3053
MiracleMoversUSA.com

PHOTOGRAPHY
Elrod Digital
(803) 367-3478
ElrodDigital.com

PRINTING/MARKETING/
DESIGN/SHIPPING
AlphaGraphics CLT
Adam Rutkowski

(704) 798-5974
agCLT.com

REAL ESTATE
PHOTOGRAPHY /
VIDEOGRAPHY
Lighthouse Visuals
(252) 302-4773
LightHouseVisuals.com

Next Door Photos
(704) 727-8178
Charlotte.NextDoor
Photos.com

Swiftphoto
(704) 712-0197
MySwiftPhoto.com

RENOVATIONS
Renovation Sells

Will Allen

(704) 618-4187
RenovationSells.com/
Charlotte

STAGING

Avenues Stage & Design
Mary Beth Francisco
(704) 661-9397
AvenuesStageand
Design.com

VIDEO MARKETING
RoosterFish Media
(704) 634-3396
RoosterFish.Media

MEET THE CHARLOTTE REAL PRODUCERS TEAM

Kristin Brindley
Publisher

RP

Mandi Jackson
Associate Publisher Editor

Ellen Buchanan Wendy Ross

Operations Manager

If you are interested in nominating REALTORS® to be featured in the
magazine, please email Wendy@KristinBrindley.com.

DISCLAIMER: Any articles included in this publication and/or opinions expressed therein do not necessarily
reflect the views of The N2 Company d/b/a Real Producers but remain solely those of the author(s). The paid
advertisements contained within the Charlotte Real Producers magazine are not endorsed or recommended by
The N2 Company or the publisher. Therefore, neither The N2 Company nor the publisher may be held liable or
responsible for business practices of these companies.

Don Elrod
Photographer

Lexy Broussard
Sales Manager

To view our magazine online,
visit charlotterealproducers.com
and look for “magazine” or scan

this QR code.

(Password: connecthere@crp)

AMERICAS

CHOICE 4

TIILE] "

se to provide the FACTS,
opinion.

» Easy 24/7 Scheduling

« Over 10 Certified Inspectors in
North & South Carolina

» Reports by 9am the Next Business Day
- Saturday Inspections

WHAT WE OFFER!

v General Home
Inspections

v Pre-Listing
Inspections

v’ New Construction
Inspections

v Commercial Inspections

v Termite & Pest
Inspections

v Radon Testing
v Mold Testing

v Drone Roof
Inspections

v And Much More!

Call or visit our website to schedule!
704.504.9798 - AmericasChoicelnspections.com

Serving the Greater Charlotte, Triad and Triangle Areas

FREE Pest
Treatment*

with the
Purchase of

aHome
Inspection

*Valid for new homeowners.
Offer valid for a limited
time. Mention ad when

scheduling.

. W .':Er::li iy :
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Dear Charlotte Real Producers,

As the autumn leaves drop, November arrives with a
special invitation to pause and reflect. Thanksgiving, the
cornerstone of this month, reminds us of the importance

of acknowledging the blessings that enrich our lives.

Gratitude is not just a fleeting sentiment; it’s a powerful
force that shapes our perspective. In real estate, where
every transaction carries the potential for growth,
gratitude forms the bedrock of a positive mindset. It’s
areminder that even amidst challenges, there is much
to be thankful for! As we gather with loved ones this
month, let’s take a moment to reflect on the aspects of
our lives that fill us with gratitude.

November also brings Veterans Day, a time when our
nation pauses to honor the service and sacrifice
of our veterans. At Charlotte Real Producers,

we join in this tribute, expressing our heartfelt
appreciation and thanks to the countless men and
women who have served our country with dedica-
tion and valor to protect our freedoms. See our special
feature on the distinguished veterans in our Charlotte

RP community on pages 26 to 30 in this issue.

In this month’s issue, I'm delighted to introduce the

“Making a Difference” article, featuring Dr. Evelyn Lewis’s

nonprofit, The Veterans Health and Wellness Foundation
(VHWF). This national organization is dedicated to help-
ing veterans navigate the healthcare system and access
the VA benefits they are entitled to. Please check it out on
page 14 and pass the info. along to any veteran you know
who might benefit from VHWF’s services.

8 - November 2023

CHARLOTTE

P ee~” IRB.REAL PRODUCERS.
PRESENTS

8060

For information on all Charlotte Real Check your inbox

Looking ahead, we’re excited to reunite on Producers events, email for your exclusive

December 6th to kick off the holidays with another

exclusive Charlotte Real Producers event, our

invitation. See
you there!

info@charlotterealproducers.com.

festive “Cocktails & Candy Canes” party. We can’t
wait to see you all again and create more amazing

memories together!

WEDNESDAY,.DECEMBER 6, 2023 6 PM - 9 PM

Lastly, a warm welcome to our newest Charlotte

Real Producers preferred partner, Spunky
Cleaning. Your expertise enhances our commu-
nity, and we eagerly anticipate the collaborative

opportunities that lie ahead.
Happy Thanksgiving to you and your families!
With heartfelt gratitude,

Kristin Brindley
l Owner/Publisher
Charlotte Real Producers
313-971-8312

Kristin@kristinbrindley.com

Cakes
Cupcakes
Cookies
Charcuterie Boards

KRISTIMN BRIMDLEY

ERTREPREMELR, CORMNECTOR, PUBLSHER

Contact Christina via phone or
Instagram for questions,
quotes, or to place an order!

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

What are the things you’re most grateful

for in your life?

NOW TAKING
HOLIDAY ORDERS!

704-288-9689
© @Christina.Bakes.Cakes
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What kind of pet

h -
do you own?

ANITA SABATES
Allen Tate Lake Norman
A Bengal cat.

STEFANIE JANKY
Allen Tate Realtors®

Sandy (to make it extra confusing!).

MELISSA POLCE
Allen Tate Lake Norman
Jack and Pete, the Beagles.

JESSICA BABINSKI
Movement Mortgage
I have two pets — Lilah and Lady B,

both mini labradoodles.

10 - November 2023

A goldendoodle puppy (not a year yet)

who is not very golden, and her name is

ANDREW MCNEAL
Modern Woodmen of America
Thorin is a black AKC-registered German

shepherd and our cat Elora is a Siamese mix.

MIKE SPOSATO
Carolina Realty Advisors
Ruger the boxer.

LAUREN FOX

Allen Tate Realtors®

‘We own two pound puppies,
Stoli and Walker.

JACKIE SMITH
RE/MAX Executive

A miniature dachshund named Walker.

@realproducers

realproducersmag.com

TIFFANY MOTON
Allen Tate Realtors®
My dog’s name is Caesar and

he’s an Alaskan Malamute.

BLAIR CREWS
Old Republic Home Protection
A 10-year-old black Lab named Phisher.

LISA ARCHER
Keller Williams Ballantyne Area
‘We have two labradoodles.

CHRISTY LEWIS
NextHome Paramount
‘We own an Aussiedoodle (Charlie)

and a Cavachon (Sam).

MADALYN HULL
Corcoran HM Properties

A miniature schnauzer.

MARY BETH FRANCISCO

AVENUES Stage + Design

I have two four-legged rescues: Callie,

a headstrong, brilliant border collie,
and Corbin, a laid-back, love-bug pitbull

who thinks his sister hung the moon.

KEN RIEL
Compass
An English bulldog, Miss Roxie Lou Brown.

ALLISON HURST
Costner Law Office
My husband and I have two fluffy

potato dogs, a.k.a. corgis.

MEGAN GEYER

Southern Magnolia Inspection

We got a mini goldendoodle puppy this
summer. I am the first to admit that I did
NOT want a dog. But now, I am com-
pletely in love with my sweet, fluffy puppy

and can’t imagine life without her!

Charlotte Real Producers - 11



P> your social media

By Mike Baker

When it comes to your social media market-
ing, the biggest thing you can do to increase
your organic reach and exposure is to engage
with your friends and followers. The fre-
quency and quality of the engagement will
have the biggest determining factor when it

comes to the effectiveness of your efforts.

If you’d like your content to be seen by
more people, and if you’d like to have real
engagement with your posts, then creat-
ing a list of important people and engaging

with their content should be your priority.

‘We like those who like us. We support those
who support us... Imagine if you were to take
your top 250 clients, leads, and friends across
your sphere of influence and “check on them”
regularly. Imagine liking their posts and

commenting on their content every week.

After two to three months of consistently sup-
porting them, they will begin to take notice.

12 - November 2023

You and Your VIPs
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Your friends will begin to think of you more favorably,
and want to support you back in the best ways they can.
How can they return the favor? By engaging with your

content on social media and by sending you referrals.

Your average likes and comments will naturally
increase over time, people will start to comment how
they “see you everywhere,” and you’ll be top-of-mind
when the topic of real estate comes up in their lives.

Imagine what your business could look like after six
months of becoming the biggest raving fan of your
circle of influence.

Success is only a handful of comments and likes away.

Mike Baker is the owner and founder of
Your Social Liaison. To learn more, call

Mike Baker at (518) 669-1462, email
YourSocialLiaison@gmail.com, or visit
Facebook.com/YourSocialLiaison.

Your comfort
is our top priority

» Real estate inspections
» Expertly trained technicians
» Fair, professional and fast

"Dave Barch and his team are top
notch. | will never call another HVAC
professional in the Charlotte area
again. You can expect great service,
communication, professionalism and
a fair price. Very happy we called
them!" -- Cody Caulder, Google
review

dave barch

704-777-9981

f
HOME INSPECTIONS gé"

During this season of
thankfulness, | am
humbled and grateful
for the continued trust
and support of my
wonderful realtor
partners and clients.

I am thankful for you all.

- MEGAN GEYER Business Owner
L - Same Day Reports
« Drone Roof Inspections
- Maintenance Tips - ALL Included!

803-899-0540

megan@southernmagnoliainspections.com m
9 SouthernMagnolialnspections.com | i

SHINING THE LIGHT ON

YOUR LISTINGS

(980) 298-5942
SpunkyCleaning.com @G
info@spunkycleaning.com

WE PREPARE HOMES FOR THE MARKET THROUGH OUR
SHOW-AND-SELL SERVICE. BOOK YOUR CLEANING TODAY!

Charlotte Real Producers - 13
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Evelyn graduated from Spelman College and was
awarded a Health Professional Scholarship through
the military and joined the Navy. She served and
remained active for 25 years, retiring in 2003. She
obtained her doctorate from the Chicago Medical
School - Rosalind Franklin University of Medicine

and allied healthcare professionals on how to
best serve the Veteran community, a program she
believes has the potential to make a significant

impact in the lives of the 13-plus million Veterans

who get some or all of their healthcare outside of
the VA healthcare system.

Al l
|
|

EVELYN LEWIS, MD

By Ellen Buchanan

“To care for them who shall have
borne the battle...”

—President Abraham Lincoln

“There are about 250,000 people that
transition from being a service mem-
ber to a Veteran each year. The vast
majority of those people don’t need
the help we provide, but some out
there desperately need the services

we render,” Evelyn Lewis begins.

Evelyn Lewis is a medical physician and
a 25-year Navy Veteran who has seen
the struggles of Veterans and their fam-
ilies from varying vantage points. After
witnessing so many Veterans struggle

to understand that they were eligible

14 - November 2023

TheWVeterans Health
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SUPPORTING VETERANS COAST TO COAST

for healthcare benefits and how to navi-
gate the system to access their benefits,
she was determined to give back to a
community she felt was so desperately

in need of support.

In 2014, Evelyn founded the Veterans
Health and Wellness Foundation
(VHWPF), a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organi-
zation dedicated to helping Veterans
and their families access and navi-
gate the healthcare system so they
can receive the VA benefits they are
entitled to. In addition, she also offers
assistance to those navigating the
civilian healthcare system and in need
of advocacy if they are not eligible for
care through the VA. Although Evelyn

W

A, FAAFP, DABDA
Wellness Foundation

is based in Georgia, VHWTF assists

veterans across the country.

Meet the Founder

Dr. Lewis has had an interest in
medicine since she was a little girl.
Her father was a physician, and her
mother was a nurse in his office. She
remembers sitting in her dad’s office
after school, doing homework and

watching patients come and go.

As she got older, she gained a real, per-
sonal understanding of the work her
parents were doing while serving the
community. Observing her parents and
their dedication cemented her desire

to follow in her father’s footsteps.

and Science and ultimately
served at medical clinics from
coast to coast, hospitals here
at home and abroad, and on
board the USS Simon Lake
assisting active duty service
members and Veterans with
a host of medical chal-
lenges. While assigned to
the National Naval Medical
Center (currently known

as Walter Reed National
Military Medical Center)
during the height of the
Iraq-Afghanistan conflict,
she cared for the service
members who returned with
various injuries, illnesses
and diseases, cared for their
families, delivered babies,
and witnessed the seemingly
insurmountable challenges

faced by Veterans.

“In the 25 years I was in the
military caring for service
members, Veterans, and
their families, it became
very clear that many of them
didn’t have an understanding
of what their benefits were,
what they were eligible for,
and then how to advocate for

themselves,” Evelyn explains.

Evelyn has taken a creative
approach to the work she
does, as well, going above
and beyond simply educating

Veterans and their families.

She also educates physicians -
Evelyn Lewis, M.D., founder of the Veterans Health and Wellness Foundation

Charlotte Real Producers - 15



WITH A REASSURING
LOOK REFLECTING
COMMITMENT,
COMFORT, AND
COMPASSION, THIS
ALLOWS VHWF TO
SERVE VETERANS
FROM EVERYWHERE.

Keeping Her Promise VHWTF does not charge Veterans or
Today, Evelyn resides in Georgia, their family members for any of its
where she runs VHWTF virtually. work; sponsorships and donations
help fund the services so Veterans
“With a reassuring look reflecting can reap the rewards. VHWTF is a

commitment, comfort, and compas-  small group, but one that is deeply

sion, this allows VHWT to serve devoted to serving those who protect

Veterans from everywhere... When our nation’s values.
I say from everywhere, it literally is
from everywhere,” she says. “Our organization is here to help

Americans realize we made a

16 - November 2023

promise. To paraphrase President
Abraham Lincoln, we will care for
those who have borne the battle. And
if we look at what’s going on with
Veterans and their families today, we

are not keeping our promise...

“I get to enjoy my life and do the things
that I do because they have provided
the ability for me to do this... It might
sound cliche — ‘Oh, they’re over there
fighting for my freedom,” — but that’s
exactly what they’re doing ... whether

here at home or on foreign soil.”

The Veterans Health and Wellness
Foundation (VHWTF) is a 501(c)(3)
organization. For more information
or to find out how to donate, visit
https/myvhwf.org or call

(833) 924-4376 Ext.3.

Yr: VETERANS

VIPLIY

the Mortgage Experience

EDUCATE.
COMMUNICATE.
EXECUTE.

Connect with our team to get started today!
JOE GARON * KAREL THUWIS ° TYLER BULLOCK

NMLS 940790 NMLS 1377921 NMLS 1304179

MOTIVATION

M ORTGAGE

(704) 746-0300 - MotivationMortgage.com
info@motivationmortgage.com « 9140 Arrowpoint Blvd, Suite 130, Charlotte

NMLS 2228345 - For information purposes only. This is not a commitment to lend or extend credit. Information and/or dates are

subject to change without notice. All loans are subject to credit approval. (www.nmisconsumeraccess.org) UENDER



Mike Pennington & Chad Baur
CAROLINA MORTGAGE FIRM

Executing on Homeownership Dreams

Meet Michael Pennington and Chad
Baur, the kind of mortgage advisors
who don’t follow the usual script.
They’re all about action, solving
problems, and forming real connec-
tions. Michael and Chad wear many
hats as co-owners and loan origi-
nators at Carolina Mortgage Firm
(CMF), bringing over 30 years of

combined experience to the table.

Early Years

After having served four years in the
Marine Corps, Michael took a gig at
a fast-paced call center. That’s where
he fell in love with the real estate
hustle. The excitement of a team and
the challenge of making it big got him
hooked and led him to the mortgage

18 - November 2023

industry, where he’s spent the last 20

years of his career.

For his part, Chad grew up in South
Florida and owned and sold a
business there before relocating to
Charlotte 16 years ago and making
Lake Wylie his home. After hav-
ing worked for corporate firms, he
decided to open Carolina Mortgage
Firm five years ago to have a more
direct relationship with clients and

better serve them.

Coming Together

Chad founded Carolina Mortgage
Firm in 2018 as the sole owner, and
Michael joined forces with him in

September of this year.

“Chad had been hounding me to join him
for five years,” Michael says with a smile.
“The idea for Carolina Mortgage Firm was
actually planned in my office. We both
were tired of working for large companies
that weren’t client- or employee-focused
and saw the flaws in the corporate model,”
he continues. “We wanted to be a local
lender with a personal touch. It’s given us
the freedom to have a ‘Main Street’ versus
a “‘Wall Street’ approach.”

“Bringing in someone with Michael’s
amount of industry and community experi-
ence has been just a huge win for Carolina
Mortgage Firm,” Chad shares.

Together, Chad’s and Michael’s part-
nership at CMF has thrived, with more

DY partner spotlight

By George Paul Thomas
Photos by Don Elrod




than $1.5 billion in funded loans and
approximately 5,000 families served.
Their focus isn’t on closing deals; it’s
about solving problems. Every client

is unique, every loan is complex and
different. But that’s what keeps them
both going — knowing they’re helping
people hit their life milestones. What
sets their CMF team apart, though, is

a steadfast dedication to treating every

client like family.

“I offer direct, straightforward advice
so that my client can make smart,
informed decisions. I view the home
as a financial asset, and I approach the
mortgage in the same way. Whether
it’s a first-time buyer, LGBTQ+, empty
nester, etc., I make sure each client

is taken care of, just as I would care
for my parents, siblings, and friends,”

Michael says with a touch of pride.

Similarly, for those looking to make
it big in real estate, Chad’s got some
down-to-earth advice from his 10-plus

years of experience in the mortgage

p—
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business: “Treat everyone like family.
No matter who they are, give them the

same care you'd give your loved ones.”

Strategies for Success

Their secret sauce? Execution. Anyone
can talk the talk, but Michael notes

he, Chad and the CMF team walk the
walk to get clients across the finish
line, every time. According to Michael,
they’ve also got the experience to solve

any mortgage loan puzzle.

“It’s easy to say anything that the

real estate agent or client wants to
hear,” he explains. “Anyone can have a
motto of why their business is better
than another. However, what sets us
apart from any other mortgage firm is
execution. Time and again, we execute
in getting clients to the closing table —
both with experience and our ability to

solve problems.”

Balanced L iving
Outside work, Michael enjoys life with

his family. He’s married to wife Kory,

and the couple has a soccer-loving son
named Jackson (13). They’re also big
fans of bourbon (Michael’s got a collec-
tion that’s the stuff of legends), cooking
up a storm, and making killer cocktails
together. “When the weather is great,
you’ll find me in our pool or out on a
disc golf course,” he says. “There are
so many great courses around the

Charlotte area!”

When Chad isn’t busy helping clients,
he enjoys spending time at his Folly
Beach house with his wife, Elise,

and their three children: Jack (13),
Annabelle (8), and Ella (4).

Looking ahead, Michael and Chad are

all-in on leading Carolina Mortgage Firm

into the future, growing the company, and

making a positive impact on the commu-
nity, with a strong focus on building and
enhancing relationships with the area’s

talented real estate agents.

“For me, the real estate agents are our
true clients,” Michael emphasizes. “I
want to make sure they understand
we’re genuinely here to take care of
them and their clients. We’ve been
doing this a long time ... and we’d love
to sit down and have a conversation
with REALTORS® to talk to them
about their business and see how we

can help.”

The team at Carolina Mortgage Firm

would love the opportunity to serve you

and your clients. Give them a call today

at 704-840-4146 or visit them online at

www.closingthecarolinas.com.

M~
Gootsfon AV b Frin

MORTGAGES THAT MOVE YOU FORWARD

NMLS #1846053

Mike Pennington (left)

and Chad Baur (right) are
co-owners and loan officers
with Carolina Mortgage Firm.




DY rising star

By George Paul Thomas
Photos by Don Elrod «#f &

Committed to Excellence

ristina Khona’s story is one that Kristina obtained her real estate
resonates in the world of real estate, license in 2021, and her progress was

where success stories are abundant.  swift. In her first year, she closed an

With a heart dedicated to helping people impressive 13 transactions, totaling

find their dream homes, Kristina’s ascent $7 million. Her relentless pursuit of

in the industry has been nothing short of perfection and client-centric approach

remarkable. have earned her recognition, including
the Rookie of the Year by Weichert

Kristina’s life is a tapestry woven with Realtors® and the prestigious Platinum

experiences that span across different Club by Realty ONE Group in 2022.

places and industries. Born in New York
and raised in Pennsylvania, she drew
inspiration from her father, who immi-
grated from India in the 1970s, and who
instilled in her the values that have pro-

pelled her real estate success.

Reflecting on her early life, Kristina
shares, “I learned from my father the ben-
efit of hard work, the importance of keep-
ing commitments, the value of a good first
impression, and the worth of a connected
network. Those core values have shaped

every facet of my life.”

After graduating with university honors
from Brigham Young University, Kristina
embarked on a career that would take
her from Washington, D.C., to New York
City. It was in the nation’s capital where
she began building the foundation for her

future in the real estate industry.

Getting Started

The decision to transition into real estate
came after years of dedication in the fash-
ion industry. Managing multimillion-dollar
businesses for major retailers such as
Macy’s, Ross Dress for Less, and Belk,
Kristina realized she needed a change to
spend more time with her family. With her
profound expertise in negotiation, trend
analysis, and marketing, she thought being
a REALTOR® could be the perfect fit.

“Real estate allowed me the flexibility to
enjoy this time with my boys,” Kristina
explains. “I could leverage my existing
skill set and build on my commitment to

excellence.”

Keys to Success

What sets Kristina’s business apart
is her unique blend of professional-
ism, personalized service, and a deep
understanding of her luxury clients’
expectations. With over half of her
business stemming from clients relo-
cating from out of state, she excels in

helping them prioritize their needs

and finding the perfect homes.
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Kristina Khonas and her husband, Aaron Jones, along with their sons Zachary and Ethan, are a soccer family.

Real estate allows me to have
professional success while spending
precious time with my family.

At just one year in the business, rising star Kristina Khonas received the
prestigious Platinum Award from Realty ONE Group in 2022.

24 - November 2023

“I always go the extra mile to ensure my clients,
whether friends, former colleagues, or neigh-
bors, are thrilled with their level of service,”

she emphasizes.

Kristina shares her life with her husband, Aaron

Jones, and their two sons, Zachary and Ethan.

When she isn’t busy helping clients, she enjoys
Pilates, exploring new restaurants, and travel-
ing with her family. As a soccer-loving house-
hold, watching matches together is a favorite

pastime too.

“We are truly a soccer family,” Kristina affirms.
“Our boys both play soccer, and we all enjoy

watching soccer, especially in person.”

Future Plans

Looking ahead, Kristina envisions further
growth in her business, with the goal of achiev-
ing at least one closing per month. She aspires to
generate enough volume to expand her team and
potentially hire an assistant to allow for more
time at home and elsewhere. Her family’s love
for travel includes international destinations in
their plans, along with the dream of owning a

beach or lakefront home.

“Real estate allows me to have professional
success while spending precious time with my
family,” Kristina smiles. “I'm not running ragged
trying to get ALL the business. I'm just trying to
do my best to balance my family, my career, and
my volunteer work. I try to really strategize and

prioritize to do all of that.

“But if you want to excel in real estate, you have
to work and connect with your sphere,” she adds.
“Always be prepared for a real estate conversation

when people ask you about your business.”

N ATIONAL At NPI, we truly value the relationships we create with
P ROPE RTY our |:_'.L_,' _. = | | can ect "119-"— ual \
INSPECTIONS J excep service!

(8 6-MONTH LIMITED WARRANTY
@“ HOME INSPECTIONS
(" MOLD TESTING
M" INDOQOR AIR QUALITY TESTING
¥ ( PRE-DRYWALL INSPECTIONS
SSU8, ( MANUFACTURED HOME, HUD/FHA

"!!:’r FOUNDATION CERTIFICATIONS

Pete Lauterer
i through of my hame prior to the drywa 5 (980) 722-1506
and they ca inconsistencies. These were brought to t n of Inspectors@NPICharlottecom
the builder corre gain. NPIWeb.com/Lauterer

Provide PEACE OF MIND

L with a Professional Land Survey

* Physical/Mortgage Surveys
* Boundary Surveys

* Topographical Surveys

+ Site Planning

+ Construction Staking

* And More!

Scan Here
For A Quote

with Mecklent urg C’ogfzafgz.-.

Matthews: (704)-841-8700 FARM _
Uni?emity: (?ﬂ4)'543'9845 BUREAU M.s. i e
Huntersville: (704)-892-2640 INSURAMNCE o e
Steele Creek: (980)-498-6209
Auto -Home - Life - Health - Bank ™

An Auttestivrd Mgy ot Quotes@DonAllenSurvey.com
(1] 704-664-7029 | DonAllenSurvey.com

L]
wonne ncfbins.com
ol Mot b Camrbiinn -

HOSVRREAT TS "Mesrth Corolisa Farm Burosa™ Mutead Iiarsnoe Co. "Farm Burssu® indsrance of Noeth Clseling, Inc
Fhrngthiern Tarm Bumess® Lile lnderaces Co, Jackson, MS “An independent bosmes of the [k Cros snd (Tus Shisid Aoocation

Scan our QR code and fill in the simple form
to get a quote within 1 business day!

Serving the Mooresville and

Greater Charlotte Area for over 50 years!

Charlotte Real Producers - 25



November is National Veteran and Military Families
Month. Here at Charlotte Real Producers, we are
honored to share space in the community with
those who have served, continue to serve, and
continue to make a difference in the lives of our

Veterans and military families.

On the following pages, we are proud to present
several members of our Real Producers commu-
nity who are Veterans of the United States Armed

Forces. They have taken the determination and grit

SALUTING
OUR HEROES

A TRIBUTE TO MILITARY VETERANS

that are hallmark character traits of our service-
men and women and applied them to civilian life,
becoming enormously successful real estate agents
and industry partners who continue to make a dif-

ference in our community.

We thank each and every one of you, from the
bottom of our hearts, for your service — both the
Veterans we are honored to present here, along
with many others in our community who have

served. We salute you all!

. Rank/Title: Major

7ice Branch: U.S. Army

Dates of Service: 2010-2022 3
Locations of Service: Iraq, Afghanistan, Korea, Hawaii,
Ft Bragg, Ft Carson, Ft Jackson

Medals: BSM, MSM, Arcom, KSDM, OSR

“In a decade of service within the military’s challenging
tapestry, I've been honored to lead troops in humanity’s
name and stand as a peaceful sentinel amidst turmoil.
Such experiences have forged within me an iron-clad
discipline, steadfast leadership, and unwavering adapt-
ability. These virtues now form the bedrock of my

relentless pursuit of excellence.

“Bearing the Stars and Stripes at a Panthers home game

in the city where my roots run deep and my heart resides
— there’s no feeling quite like it! As a woman Airborne
Officer, navigating a sphere where men traditionally domi-
nate, I've gained respect and leadership not by virtue of my
gender, but through my competence and strength. This has
allowed me to command respect and lead effectively, with

my abilities, not my gender, taking center stage.”
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MIKE
MORRELL

Keller Williams Connected

Service Branch: U.S. Marines

Rank/Title: Corporal

Dates of Service: 1993-1996

Locations of Service: PGuam

Medals: Good Conduct, National Defense,

Overseas Service

“The Marine Corps taught me that I can
accomplish anything that I dedicate my
time and energy to. It set me up for suc-

cess in my career and in life.

“T’ll always miss the camaraderie — I
met so many lifelong friends while in

the USMC, and just the feeling of pride
after 13 weeks on Parris Island when we
were able to walk across parade deck and

officially claim the title of Marine.”

28 - November 2023

PEN

Carolina Mort

Service Branch: f )
Rank/Title: Serg.eazlll 2+ r:
Dates of Service: 19962 00 Ren v
Locations of Service: Caﬁﬂp Pendleton, CA L
Medals: National Defense, Good Conduct h. v
Lr‘fr ! |
Pl = |

“Serving in the Marine Corps has been 5;1"1 inst
mental chapter in my life, changing:llﬁb' trajector .
in profound ways. As a member of the 3rc AAD
Battalion, I provided communication supp(‘;ftl:to
the Stinger Missile and, as such, was exposed to
a myriad of challenges and experiences. These
moments demanded resilience, adaptability,

and an unwavering commitment to my fellow
Marines and the mission at hand. This service
cultivated in me a deep sense of duty, discipline,
and an appreciation for the complexities of global
dynamics. As a top-producing loan officer, the
discipline, attention to detail, and leadership
qualities honed during my service have been
invaluable. My ability to navigate complex situ-
ations, build trust quickly, and lead with convic-
tion has set me apart in the mortgage industry
and has been the cornerstone of my success.

“The Marine Corps and my time spent at Camp
Pendleton hold many memories. I traveled the
world with an amazing and diverse group of
people and was exposed to many new wa
thought and cultures. The most s



AVENUZS

JAMIE
WARNER

Smith Douglas Homes

Service Branch: U.S. Army
Rank/Title: E4

Dates of Service: 1989-1992

Locations of Service: Fort Benning, Fort
Campbell, West Point, Desert Storm
Medals: Airborne School, Air Assault
School, Combat Infantry Badge, Physical

Training Award - L Lussaidd

“During my first four years of college,

education was not my focus. I spent more
. time during the week practicing rugby and

iR out than 1 dig studying, I knew only ‘Mary Beth is a superb partner in helping my sellers prepare their homes for an excellent market-ready

a drastic change could redirect my life. The appearance. We receive so many positive comments from potential buyers who see houses she has staged.

We are comfortable taking the list price to the maximum if Mary Beth has staged the house because we

. g [ know the house will show to its best advantage. As a real estate agent, | know | can count on Mary Beth to (704) 661-9397

of college, I met with military recruiters. respond quickly and deliver beyond expectations for the benefit of my clients." Jane Grosse avenuesstageanddesign.com

felt like the Army Infantry was the best fit.
I enlisted in July 1989. After I signed the

papers, I went home and informed my family

summer before I started my senior year

I was going into the Army, jumping out of

airplanes and leaving in 90 days. When I

came home, I made up almost 40 hours of
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college in one year and made all As and Bs.

“I was in a recon platoon with the 101st. This

WE SPECIALIZE IN:

was a perfect fit for me. In the photo below,
I'm the 4th guy in the back row to the left of
the flag (holding the rifle with the bayonet).”
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Promotional Vehicle Graphics
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With'access to more companies than other independent
agents, | can shop the market to ensure your most
valuable possessions are properly protected.

GIVE ME A CALL TODAY!

Dimitri J. Apostle, Agency Owner

WY\, T~ k.Y % 9 Q) oo | SEE Ty - bW 704-218-6000

Dimitri.Apostle@Brightway.com
BrightwaylnsuranceCharlotte.com
@ @BrightwayDimitriApostle

€l) agcLr.com | 704.541.3678

[ ]
10100 Park Cedar Dr, Suite 178, Charlotte, NC 28210 Home ¢ Auto ¢ Flood « Commercial o Life Bl‘lglltwml
Located in the Pineville area INSURANCE
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THIS FALL Jonusror IN-CIDER INFORMAE& SHOtEck NOur

Investments
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— "SI . _I: SENE Modern Woodmen %

FRATERNAL FINANCIAL

We can help with life changes!

R . - A an Congratulations on life's new journey. Modem Woodmen of
Our newly updated Ethics in the Age of Disruption A / America will be there for you no matter what life brings. We can

course satisfies your North Carolina Elective = help you secure a happy and prosperous future while making a
requirement, as well as the NAR Ethics requirement « 13 - Months positive impact on those around you.
for 2024! Classes are open now! You can choose * Refrigerant Included We can help you plan for life.

» Re-key Service

- Realtor Referral Bonus Program - Andrew L. McNeal n,  Mitchell Efird, Fic
i FICF, (H"H Ll B Charlotte, B 28216

T -244-81
Call Nicole to see how she's B 704-244-6184
jminchellefirds

changing the customer experience! L. A ! {
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Account Executive PWREER.ON rnitchellefird

704 692 6647 repsmodernwood men g/

, ‘ i - Nicole.Barth@hwa homeWarraﬁty.com amcmedl
= Su perio rSehoolNC.com : Life insurance | Retirement planning | Financial services | Member programs

*Home Sellers Coverageis an option being provided at no adtional charge. See Terms & Conditions for detals. + Coverage Period for Listing Coverage for the property listed by
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Contract, 2018 Home Warrarty of America, Inc. of Modern Woodmen of America. Member: FINRR, SIPC

between livestream or in-person classrooms.

o TruLoan Mortgage

Invites You To

DE-WINTERIZE
YOUR BUSINESS

& Grow During Slow Season
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EEE REF

CRP Mastermind Real;stir_l Actmnable f GUSTUMIZED BALLUDN GARLANDS WITH FOR ALL YOUR PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO NEEDS
Plan to Make 2024 a ‘fea;nf Growth. of 4 YDUR TEAM I-UGU AND BLIENT NAME

Hosting a Team Event? New Closing with a Client? dance perfol s to school portraits and professional headshots.
Book Today with Amber Ireland! '
980.406.6655 | TwistnShoutBalloonsCLT@gmail.com Schedule at ElrodDigitaLcom DON ELROD

TwistnShoutBallooning.com | @ @ Twist_n_Shout_Balloons Owner & Photographer
Serving the Greater Charlotte Area

High-quality photos & videos for all kinds of events, from real estate shoots and

NMLS #126341 | EHL
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AtCommmity S OME-INSPECT T1ON:CA
Insurance, it is personal.

We helieve in lifelong
relationships and ﬂnding the
best insurance for che specific
needs of everyone we serve.

COMMUNITY ONE
INSURANCE

1

Every Inspection s
Stress-Free with HIC

Zach Ligon

Home
Inspection
Carolina

m roosterfish
medip——

Focused On Real Estate

PROFILE VIDEOS
LISTING VIDEOS
COMMUNITY VIDEOS
COMMERCIAL VIDEOS
CUSTOM VIDEO PACKAGES
MONTHLY VIDEO PACKAGES

BOOK TODAY!
O[xA0
]

NEED TO REFOCUS ON ks
YOUR MARKETING? [=]

"@ www.roosterfish.media . mroosterfishmedia @ {980) 483-5140

i@ support@roosterfish.media
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TOP 200 STANDINGS

Teams and Individuals Closed Data from Jan. 1to Sept 30, 2023

Rank Name Office List List Volume Sold Volume Total Total $
Units (Selling $) Units (Buying $) Units

Disclaimer: Information based on Canopy MLS closed data as of October 6, 2023, for residential sales from January 1, 2023, to September 30, 2023, in
the Charlotte metropolitan area. Numbers not reported to the MLS by the date the information is retrieved are not included. MLS is not responsible for
submitting this data. Some teams may report each agent individually.
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TOP 200 STANDINGS

Teams and Individuals Closed Data from Jan. 1to Sept 30, 2023

Rank Name Office List List Volume Sold Volume Total Total $
Units (Selling $) Units  (Buying $) Units

Disclaimer: Information based on Canopy MLS closed data as of October 6, 2023, for residential sales from January 1, 2023, to September 30, 2023, in
the Charlotte metropolitan area. Numbers not reported to the MLS by the date the information is retrieved are not included. MLS is not responsible for
submitting this data. Some teams may report each agent individually.
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MORTGAGES THAT MOVE YOU FORWARD

Let one of our experienced loan officers guide your clients
through the buying process quickly, efficiently, and confidently.

Your Client’s Home Loan

We shop hundreds of lenders to make home affordability more
possible in a higher-rate environment. We'll help them choose a
loan that makes their dream an affordable reality.

Be Clear-To-Close Faster

Are other lenders telling you they need 30 or more days to close a
loan? Carolina Mortgage Firm’s average CTC is 14.2 days (YTD)!

> B2

Compare Rates & Pick The Best

=
B

With our team, we will provide several options for your client to
help them make the best financial choice for their family.

©
©

Client For Life

Carolina Mortgage Firm will not charge any lender fees on our
client’s refinances for life. Not within two years, not within five
years..for the client’s LIFE.

| ¢
|

Have A Listing?

FOR

SALE If you market us as your preferred lender on one of your listings, and the
buyer uses us for financing, we will provide them with a 1-0 buydown at
no cost to you, the buyer, or the seller.

Searching For A Lender With A Purpose?

Foundation, a local nonprofit organization that awards scholarships to students
who have lost a parent or guardian as they pursue higher education.

//27 A portion of every loan that Carolina Mortgage Firm closes goes to the ROB

LET US KNOW HOW WE CAN SERVE YOUR CLIENTS!

Michael Pennington | NMLS# 84937

Owner | Loan Officer

704.840.4146

ﬂr\l\ michael@carolinamortgagefirm.com
ClosingTheCarolinas.com

Cﬂ/ﬁﬁ%m/‘/ MW?ZWW 1565 Ebenezer Road, Suite 137
MORTGAGES THAT MOVE YOU FORWARD Rock Hill, SC 29732



TOP 200 STANDINGS

Teams and Individuals Closed Data from Jan. 1to Sept 30, 2023

Rank Name Office List List Volume Sold Volume Total Total$ Rank Name Office List List Volume Sold Volume Total Total $
Units (Selling $) Units (Buying$) Units Units (Selling $) Units (Buying $) Units

Disclaimer: Information based on Canopy MLS closed data as of October 6, 2023, for residential sales from January 1, 2023, to September 30, 2023, in
the Charlotte metropolitan area. Numbers not reported to the MLS by the date the information is retrieved are not included. MLS is not responsible for
submitting this data. Some teams may report each agent individually.

Let's Bring Your Client Home

Costner Law has 6 locations in the Charlotte Metro area. Our branch attorneys strive to
build authentic relationships with Realtors. We are here to be a resource for all of your
residential real estate needs.

COSTNER

LAW

Give us a call to learn more about how
we will provide a great closing experience
for you and your clients.

(980) 219-7637
info@CLOsource.com
CostnerLaw.com

Access Instant Title Quotes, (=] 5ppes, ]
Seller Net Sheets, 'E
Buyer Estimates & More O]
\/

South Charlotte — University — Belmont — Concord — Mooresville — Indian Trail
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TOP 200 STANDINGS

Teams and Individuals Closed Data from Jan. 1to Sept 30, 2023

Rank Name Office List List Volume Sold Volume Total Total$ Rank Name Office List List Volume Sold Volume Total Total $
Units (Selling $) Units (Buying $) Units Units (Selling $) Units (Buying $) Units

Disclaimer: Information based on Canopy MLS closed data as of October 6, 2023, for residential sales from January 1, 2023, to September 30, 2023, in
the Charlotte metropolitan area. Numbers not reported to the MLS by the date the information is retrieved are not included. MLS is not responsible for
submitting this data. Some teams may report each agent individually.

SIMPLE. QUIQ%. STRESS-FREE.
LIKE MOVING HOME SHOULD BE.

[
I

|

1 » 7-day Clear to Close Process

YOUI' New \ * Upfront Underwriting . . .

Ad t . K Jessica Babinski

venture Up to 1 Year Lock-Ins Senior Loan Officer
Starts Here... * Buy Downs NMLS: 3592
* Seamless Experience 704.408.1974

A trusted name in residential
mortgages for over 20 years!

// THE BABINSKI

MORTGAGE LENDING TEAM

*While itis Movement Mortgage's goal to provide it ithin 6 hours of receiving lication, p I y y y:
NC-1-204245, SC-MLO-3592, VA-MLO-641VA | Movement Mortgage LLC. Al ights reserved. NMLS ID #39179 (For licensing information, go to: ). Additional i i ilable at movement.com/legal. Interest bject to change wil
available at the time of loan commitment or lock-in. Borrowers must qualify at closing for all benefits.

d d close in one day, extenuating ci del itside of this window | 6832 Morrison Blvd, Ste 130, Charlotte, NC 2821 | lessica Babinski :FL-L0109626,
ice and may or may notbe
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TOP 200 STANDINGS

Teams and Individuals Closed Data from Jan. 1to Sept 30, 2023

Rank Name Office List List Volume Sold Volume Total Total $
Units (Selling $) Units (Buying $) Units

"Guesstimate” is nota
word you want to hear.

Don't expose yourself to increased liability. County tax
records and other data can have major inconsistencies
when it comes to the size of a property.

Even new construction is
susceptible to errors

in reporting.

e

SQUARE LEI.

Emphasis on accuracy.
Limiting your Liability.
(704) 575-0404
SquareUpMeasuring.com

Disclaimer: Information based on Canopy MLS closed data as of October 6, 2023, for residential sales from January 1, 2023, to September 30, 2023, in
the Charlotte metropolitan area. Numbers not reported to the MLS by the date the information is retrieved are not included. MLS is not responsible for
submitting this data. Some teams may report each agent individually.

admin@squareupmeasuring.com
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SPECIAL

© HDR PHOTOS © VIDEOGRAPHY () MATTERPORT @ FLOOR PLANS & MORE

FREE DRONE PHOTOS WITH EVERY LISTING

& Www.lighthousevisuals.com (& 704-251-6422 | ™" 1ooR PLan

GEICO

LOCAL OFFICE




CHARLOTTE REAL
ESTATE PHOTOGRAPHY
AND HOME

MEASUREMENTS

VILYXSAM[) MOVERS

Your Property Is Our Priority

OUR PACKING TEAM
MAKES MOVING EASY!

We now offer junk removal services.

+ QUICK LEAD TIMES

« EASY ONLINE BOOKING
« RELIABLE NEXT DAY TURN AROUND : P |
PHOTOGRAPHY, FLOOR PLANS, VIDEOGRAPHY, , S - EE‘EE';.E,

3D TOURS, AERIALS. WEBSITES = =
___ BOOKTODAY! ,E'g’-..

A

CJ PHIPPS,

704.727.8178 | | charlotte.nextdoorphotos.com |

Pre-Sale Renovations :: m.j} REPUBLIC HOME PROTECTION

in Just 3 Weeks

Home Is Our Middle Name

We've been safeguarding
home systems and appliances
across the country since 1974.

Ensure your clients have the home
warranty protection they deservel

rder today! EBlair Crews i . . R N
"""" i Account Executive Google Full-Service Move | Professional Packing Services p
*x Climate-Controlled Storage gy
I "“"l-wm‘q"'ﬂ
Y A+ Call Today!

Pople Heljping Poople

ZEgReting  704-275-3053 | MiracleMoversUSA.com ©
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__HERE TO SERVE |

Specializing in Realty Legal Services,

\ Residential and Commercial Closings & More!

'

A

My mom has always said o me, even from a young age, “You are
blessed to be a blessing unto others." | never knew what that
meant until a few years ago. Hejirika Law, PLLC is here to use the
skills and knowledge obtained over the years to help guide your
client through the legal side of their residential fransaction.

(980) 580-2260

Please send contracts fo:
contracts@hejirikalaw.com
1100 Kenilworth Ave., Ste. 215
Charlotte

(© @TheClosingAttorney

SOLOMON HEJIRIKA JR.

1

WEBSITE HEJIRIKA LAW

Philippians 2:3-4



