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simplifying homebuying
iIs why we're here.

because the point is you.

Five Star Bank’s Home For You* product is specially designed to
provide easier access to homeownership and features flexible credit
requirements. Highlights of our Home For You product include:

+ Down payment and/or closing cost » Private mortgage insurance not required

ist f lified licant: ;
R R E R SRR + Eligible property types include

+ A 30-year fixed-rate mortgage 1-4 unit, owner-occupied residences,
with a down payment requirement including warrantable condos and
of only 3% planned unit developments
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Star Bank
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Brandon Tout
Community Development Loan Officer

Five Star Bank
40-50 Fountain Ploza | Buffalo, NY 14202
NMLE# 1507172

C: 716.907.0668

MADE EASY

Experience has its rewards.
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TiveronLaw.com e 2410 North Forest Road, Suite 301, Amherst, NY 14068 o 716.636.7600



This section has been created to give you easier access when searching for a trusted real estate affiliate.
Take a minute to familiarize yourself with the businesses sponsoring your magazine. These local businesses

are proud to partner with you and make this magazine possible. Please support these businesses and thank

PREFERRED PARTNERS

RP

them for supporting the REALTOR® community!

BASEMENT FINISHING
Klaus Roofing

Systems of WNY

(716) 705-5287 x410
Krsofwny.com

BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING/
FOUNDATION REPAIR
Macs Basement
Wallcracks LLC

(716) 235-9461
Macsbasement
wallcracks.com

CLEANING SERVICES
Buffalo’s Cleaning Crew LLC
(716) 247-9718

ELECTRICAL SERVICES
Preferred Electrical
Services of WNYInc
(716) 304-8015
preferredelectrical
servicesofwnyinc.com

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
Cornerstone Community FCU
(716) 694-0295

CCFCU.org

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
Straight line General
Contractors Inc

(716) 714-5656
StraightLineNow.com

GRANITE — MARBLE

— QUARTZ

International Stone Gallery
(716) 625-8400
Intstonegallery.com
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HANDYMAN SERVICES
Ace Handyman Services
Buffalo Southtowns

(716) 427-0427
www.acehandymanservices.
com/offices/
buffalo-southtowns/

HEALTH AND WELLNESS
Total Health & Wellness
Brian Ellsworth

(716) 881-2345

HOME INSPECTION
Clinton Hawkins - Pillar to
Post Home Inspections
(716) 608-6829
ClintonHawkins-PillartoPost
Homelnspections.com

Cobblestone Inspections
(716) 526-1099

Good Neighbor
Home Inspections
(716) 465-3957
GoodNeighbor
Homelnspection.com

INSURANCE

Finn-Barends Family Agency
(716) 873-5600
agents.allstate.com/
michael-barends

JUNK REMOVAL SERVICES
Junk King
(716) 271-5425

MOLD REMOVAL/
WATER DAMAGE
Simply The Best
Cleaning Services
(716) 912-6940

MOLD TESTING/REMOVAL
Green Genie

(716) 466-6653
GreenGenieWNY.com

MORTGAGE
Community Bank
(716) 539-5285
Cbna.com

Cross Country Mortgage
(954) 394-9005
CCMBuffalo.com

Five Star Bank
(716) 907-0668
Five-starbank.com

Nickel City Funding
Chris Vassallo

(716) 558-5200
ncityfunding.com

Tarek Jabaji Haus Capital
(716) 444-7553
HausCapitalCorp.com

MORTGAGE LENDER
Northwest Bank

(716) 570-0808
Northwest.bank

MOVERS

Stellar Movers

(716) 344-0132
Stellarsmovers716.com

PHOTOGRAPHY/

REAL ESTATE

Eagle 1 Photography

(716) 560-8295
www.eaglelphotography.com

Glass Forest Media LLC
(716) 265-0091
GlassForest.Media

Western New York
Digital Solutions
(585) 755-2890
wnyds.com/

PROFESSIONAL
PHOTOGRAPHER
Adore Studio

(716) 634-5543
adorephotostudio.com

REAL ESTATE GROUP
Women'’s Council of
Realtors Buffalo Niagara
(716) 228-0414

wcr.org

REAL ESTATE LAW
Jeri N. Wright P.C.
(716) 464-3240
JeriWrightLaw.com

Laufer Keenan PLLC
(716) 648-1674
LauferKennan.com

The Law Offices of
David C. Weir PLLC
(716) 268-3373
DavidWLaw.com

Tiveron Law PLLC
(716) 636-7600

2410 North Forest Rd
Suite 301,

Ambherst, NY 14068
TiveronLaw.com

Vallone Law, PLLC
(716) 206-0588
ValloneLawFirm.com

Wesolowski Law Group P.C
(716) 208-7080

63 Park Club Lane
Williamsville, NY 14221
Wesplowskilaw.com

SOCIAL MEDIA
MANAGEMENT
Retune Marketing
Matt Riley

(716) 474-8546
retune-marketing.com

INCONSISTENT
CASH FLOW?

Real Estate Agents face challenges:
X No benefits, insurance, or retirement.
¥ Inconsistent sales

% Unpredictable market
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JUNK:=KING

AMERICA'S GR 5T JUNK REMOVAL SERVICE

OUR CUSTOMERS LOVE US!
FULL SERVICE JUNK REMOVAL

ﬁ Appliance Removal

WHY CHOOSE JUNK KING?

¥ Mattress Removal

¥ Furniture Removal

W Garbage/Attic Cleanout
W% Yard Cleanout

W% & More!

JUNK-KING.COM  716-271-5425
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ADORE
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IMAGINE HOW I'T
WOULD FEEL TO...

* Be recognized as a the go-to professional in your Meld

o
www.adorephotostudio.com | Book your portrait session today! (716)901.1798
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CELEBRATING

& EXCITING PLANS

Dear Esteemed Buffalo Realtors,

As we approach the Thanksgiving
season, I want to take a moment to
express my heartfelt gratitude to

each one of you for your unwavering
commitment to excellence in the real
estate industry. Buffalo Real Producers
is truly honored to have the top 300
realtors in our beloved city as part of

our exclusive community.

Thanksgiving is a time for reflection,
gratitude, and spending cherished
moments with loved ones. It is a
moment to pause and appreciate

the achievements and milestones
we’ve reached throughout the year.
Your hard work and dedication have
undoubtedly played a significant role
in making Buffalo’s real estate market

what it is today.

As we gather with family and friends

around the table, let’s remember the

many things we can be thankful for

- the thriving Buffalo real estate mar-
ket, the wonderful clients we serve,
and the opportunity to make dreams

come true for so many.

Now, let’s look ahead to the promising
year that awaits us in 2024. Buffalo
Real Producers is committed to
providing you with valuable insights,
resources, and opportunities to thrive
in this dynamic industry. We have an
exciting lineup of events and initia-
tives planned for the coming year, all
aimed at enhancing your professional

growth and networking opportunities.

YOUR INPUT MATTERS!

We value your input and ideas, which
is why we’ll be reaching out to you
with surveys in the coming weeks.
Your feedback will help us tailor our
events and the magazine’s content to

meet your needs and expectations.

DY publishers note

FOR 2024

Our goal is to ensure that Buffalo Real
Producers remains a premier source
for top realtors to connect, learn, and

prosper in the year ahead.

STAY CONNECTED!

Don’t hesitate to reach out if you have
any thoughts, suggestions, or simply
wish to connect over a cup of coffee.
My email is David.Schaub@nZ2co.com,
and I’'m here to listen and collabo-
rate with you to make Buffalo Real

Producers even better.

Thank you for being an essential part
of this incredible community. Wishing
you and your loved ones a warm and
joyful Thanksgiving. May the coming
year be filled with success, prosper-

ity, and new opportunities.

With sincere appreciation,
David Schaub
Publisher, Buffalo Real Producers




Meet New Assistant Publisher,

Lindsay
Kuntz!

We are so excited to welcome Lindsay to the
Buftfalo Real Producers Team!

As our assistant publisher, Lindsay will be tasked
to help connect with our top 300 realtors in Buffalo
on a relational level so we can help better serve
them through Real Producers. We want to hear
their nominations who should be featured, what
events they want more of to connect socially with
the other top-producing local realtors and who they
trust their clients. This is how we decide to who
partner with as preferred partners of the magazine.
‘We only want the best who work with the best to be
shared to the other Real Producers in real estate on

our platform.

Lindsay Kuntz is a dedicated and passionate
individual who has transitioned from a success-
ful career in Customs Brokerage to becoming a
loving Stay at stay-at-home mom. With several
years of experience in the Customs industry,
Lindsay has honed her skills in international
trade and regulations, ensuring the smooth flow

of goods across borders.

Today, Lindsay’s primary focus is on raising and
educating her two young children. She plays an
active role in homeschooling her six-year-old
daughter, providing a nurturing and enriching
learning environment that fosters creativity and
intellectual growth. Her six-month-old son also

benefits from her unwavering care and attention.

Outside of her family life, Lindsay finds joy in her
various hobbies. Homesteading has become a signif-
icant part of her lifestyle, as she dives into canning,

and gardening, and learns about sustainable living.

10 - November 2023

Her party-planning hobby showcases her creativity,
attention to detail, and knack for making celebra-
tions truly special. From birthdays to weddings

and other social gatherings, Lindsay’s events are

a reflection of her commitment to ensuring that

everyone has a fantastic time.

Lindsay is a firm believer in community and ser-
vice. She contributes her time and expertise to her
church and local homeschool co-op, where she
serves as a music teacher’s assistant. This role not
only allows her to share her love for music but also
fosters a sense of camaraderie among homeschool-

ing families in her area.

Above all, Lindsay cherishes her time spent with

her family. Whether it’s through her homeschooling
efforts, homesteading activities, party planning or
serving her community, her primary motivation is

to create a nurturing and loving environment for her
children. Her multifaceted life paints a vibrant portrait
of a woman who is dedicated to her family and pas-

sionate about enriching the lives of those around her.

Look out as Lindsay will be reaching out to you

via text to grab coffee to simply hear your stories,
and nominations and to get you involved for free in
Buffalo Real Producers.

RP reaches the top 300-500 real
estate agents in 100+ major markets
across the country (like this one).

Your business can reach those agents too.

1. REAL PRODUCERS

Partner with one or multiple Real Producers magazines to reach this coveted
Top Producer audience. Visit realproducersmag.com/locations.



DY preferred partner spotlight

Article by: David Cornwell
Photography by: Eagle 1 Photography

Real Estate Attorney Jeri Wright is proof of the
adage that success comes naturally when you fol-

low your passion.

The owner of Jeri Wright Law, she first felt her
passion for the law in elementary school, a passion
born from strong female role models in her own life

as well as those portrayed in the media.

Jeri moved from Minneapolis, Minnesota, to Buffalo
to attend the University at Buffalo Law School,

originally planning to practice public interest law

assisting those less fortunate.

RIGHT

During law school, she concentrated on civil
litigation and spent her spare time giving back to
the community by actively participating in the law
school’s Domestic Violence Task Force, the Buffalo
Human Rights Law Review and the Buffalo Public

Interest Law Group, among others.

She gave public interest law a try in New York City,
but like many beginning attorneys, finances were
tight. After being admitted to the bar in 2002, she
went to work for several local law firms practicing
in the areas of employment discrimination, family

law and criminal law.




In 2005, with the support of her husband Chris,
she took the leap to hang up her own shingle and
opened her own office. That’s when fate stepped
in the form of local Realtor Gerrie Andolina. “She
took me under her wing, started sending me some
real estate deals and introducing me to Realtors in
her office.” Jeri very quickly discovered how much

she enjoyed this area of law.

Since hanging up her own shingle, with one-half
of her dining room as her office, her passion has
helped her practice become one of the top real
estate law firms in Western New York. She credits
much of her early success to the generous men-
toring of local attorneys Randy Gugino, Karen
Gaughan Scott and the attorneys and staff at
Network Title Agency. She also credits her hus-
band, Chris, and their children, Mackenzie and
Charles, for their ongoing support that allowed her
to expand the firm and for always chipping in when
she needs an extra hand.

“We are 100% committed to real estate transactions
and that’s our only focus,” Jeri says of her firm’s suc-

cess. “A client’s real estate file is our top priority.”

14 - November 2023

In addition to her firm’s singular focus on real
estate transactions, Jeri says another differentia-
tor between it and others is the priority it places
on communication. “Real estate is different than
litigation,” she says. “Real estate moves very, very
fast. When clients or Realtors call or email us with
questions, they need answers immediately because
they need to move on to the next step of the pro-
cess. We must keep things moving quickly to meet
the tight deadlines.”

Even though the societal issues she once thought
she’d be tackling aren’t as prevalent, that doesn’t
mean the human element is absent in real estate
law. In fact, she found her passion for helping oth-
ers develop further within her real estate practice.
“It is not unusual for people to get emotional during
the process of buying/selling a home or at the clos-
ing. I use both my title of attorney and counselor at
law in every transaction,” she says. “For some peo-
ple, this process represents the beginning or end of
a chapter in their lives. Perhaps a birth, a marriage,
a death, a divorce, a relocation, or the placing of a

parent in a nursing home.

EACH CLIENT HAS THEIR
OWN STORY. EVERY
DAY IS DIFFERENT AND
INTERESTING. EACH
DAY HAS A NEW SET
OF CHALLENGES AND
PROBLEMS TO SOLVE.

66
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“It could be the first time anyone in their family has ever owned
a home. Sometimes it is the transition for a veteran from active
duty to retirement. Each client has their own story. Every day is
different and interesting. Each day has a new set of challenges

and problems to solve.”

No matter what clients, Realtors or others involved in a transac-
tion may be going through, Jeri says the firm’s guiding principle
remains the same: “Kill ‘em with kindness. You just don’t know

what someone is going through at that moment.” she says, “Even

on days when other attorneys or
clients are acting confrontational, we

still treat others with kindness.”

Active in the Erie County Bar
Association, Jeri says “it’s an abso-
lutely amazing organization filled
with other like-minded attorneys
who are willing to give their time and
collaborate on legal matters.” Being
involved with it not only helps further
her profession, but benefits Realtors,
clients and everyone she works with
by helping keep her up to date with
laws, buyer and seller rights, forms
and all the other intricacies involved

in real estate transactions.

“I feel very lucky as to where my
career took me. In law school my
impression of real estate was that it
was paperwork driven and boring.

I was very wrong. It’s an extremely
social job. We communicate with
clients, Realtors, lenders, and other
attorneys all day long. Every single day
in real estate is a new challenge, a new
problem, a new personality. Every day

is different and exciting. I love it.”

Buffalo Real Producers -
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Let Us Do The Cleaning For You! = 2 FALLINTO
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Q- o Come and Join the Conversation at » =Ty
R L XP,
' o www.cobblestoneinspections.com COBBLES TONI
Business Counsel | Real Estate | Investor Services | Corporate Services Il nspections
WITH COBBLESTONE YOU GET... Ll
. . . Highly Trained Inspectors | Bedside Manor .
Sincere. Strategic. Solutions. Professional Dress | Same Day Reporting* [m] i [m]
Most up to Date Inspection Software "

Keith R. Wesolowski, Esq. | President

Convenient and Easy Online Scheduling 24/7
@ cobblestoneinspections.com

63 Park Club Lane, Williamsville, NY 14221 | p. 716-208-7080 | f. 716-778-1230 | www.wesolowskilaw.com

Schedule Your Cobblestone Inspection
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Ka thy »» REALTOR® spotlight

SPARKS

For Hunt Realtor Kathy Sparks DiMillo,
home is not only where the heart is but
where the business is as well.

A native of Western New York, Kathy was born and
raised in Lockport, married and raised her family
there and began her real estate career there. A
Realtor for the past 17 years, she had $23 million
in sales last year and is justly proud that those
sales were made as an individual agent and not as a

member of a team.

Her 95 transactions earned her Hunt’s Sales
Professional of the Year in Units in consecutive
years and No. 2 at Hunt Real Estate in volume.
She’s consecutively ranked as the top residential
real estate sales professional in Niagara County and

as a top producer in Erie County as well.

Her other accolades include Hunt Real Estate
ERA’s Leadership Circle Award, reserved for top
agents. She has also ranked No. 15 in Hunt ERA’s

global network of agents.

“I'm very calculated in what I do,” she says as

one reason behind her success. “I have several
conversations with my clients before we even step
out the door and look at houses.” Making sure
buyers are pre-approved is another aspect of her
calculated approach, which pays off with 99% of
her clients’ offers being accepted. “I bring energy

to the table,” she says.

Working primarily with single-family homes, Kathy
also works with multifamily, condos and some
commercial. If her name and face seem familiar,
you may have seen her on the billboard coming into
Lockport as the listing broker promoting Clarkview
Estates, a 37-site patio home community with
condo tax status in Lockport developed by David
Sparks of Sparks Custom Homes.,

18 - November 2023

IMILLO

“People tend to zero in on me as their agent because

of my experience, integrity, knowledge of the
market and my honesty,” she says, adding that her
honesty doesn’t mean she always tells clients what

they want to hear.

“I have often said there are two people who are

not buying this house: you and me,” she says. “You
hired me to sell your home. You hired me for my
expertise. 'm not always going to tell you what you
want to hear, but I am always going to tell you the
truth. I can make you feel good about your house all
day long and you’ll still have a nice looking house,

an unsold nice looking house.”

Kathy’s proud of her accomplishments not just

in sales but in the business savvy she’s gained in

olpnis alopy :Aq Aydeiboloyd | [|emulo) pireq :Aq s[RIy



creating and running her own
business. “I have a lot of support
at Hunt,” she says. “I have a lot of
good business heads around me
including a good accountant and
a good attorney.” Recently she
incorporated her business, Kathy
Sparks DiMillo Inc.

Among those good business heads
who have helped her on her con-
tinued path of success, she par-
ticularly thanks James Watson,
Jamie Mendel, her manager at
Hunt, and Susan Ballard, Hunt

vice president, friend and mentor.

Kathy’s connections to her
community are deep. She
serves on the City of Lockport’s
Ethics Committee and on the
Greater Lockport Development
Corporation, of which she is
the current co-president. She’s
also active with Cornerstone
Community Federal Credit
Union, serving on its

Community Committee.

“My circle is my children, family,
business and my community,” she
says, with obvious pride when she
talks about each, especially her
children. There’s nothing she loves
more than flying to visit Roserita,
27 and Danny, 25, in Chicago or
Carmella, 30, in New York City

Angelo, 32, resides in North
Buffalo and is co-owner of
Molinaro’s On The Go inside
Niagara County Produce on
Millersport, with what she says
are “excellent specialty sand-
wiches and pizza.” He also owns a
multifamily investment property
in Kenmore while holding down a

full-time sales position.

“I talk to all four of my children
at least once a day and see Angelo
several times a week,” she says.
In addition to flying to New York

and Chicago for visits, she’s also
enjoyed traveling with them to

Italy on multiple occasions.

Her parents, siblings and her
husband’s family all live within 10
minutes of each other in the area,
the families brought even closer
together in 2015 with the unex-
pected death of her husband of 25
years Paul Danny DiMillo.

‘When she’s not traveling or taking
care of business, she says you
might well find her chatting up
neighbors on one of several daily
walks she takes with her dog,
Lucy. On summer afternoons she
might also be found just floating
in her in-ground pool she installed
two years ago as a focal point for

family gatherings.

Kathy also travels at least once
each year “with my besties” to
Lily Dale, a spiritualist commu-
nity outside of Fredonia, for spiri-
tual healing and to reconnect with
herself. “It’s outside my wheel-
house and most people look at me
and think ‘no way,” but I like to do
alot of different things.” She also
enjoys cross-country skiing and

frequenting Niagara on the Lake.

Her business philosophy, she says,
is best summed up by the inscrip-
tion on the back of her business
card: “To give good service, you

must add something which cannot

be bought or measured with

money and that is experience,

sincerity and integrity.”




PREFERRED

ELECTRICRHL ERVICES
OF WNY INC

We're second to none because we're Preferred!
Let Pr pfer red Electrical Deteriorated Service Cables
Ser vices of WNY ’ﬂC. Oxidized & Rusted Meter
take care of the Channels/Panels

concerns and you’ll be on EERGLEGRN N

Are there electrical your way in no time. ; 'fre,akei Z acve,'S,

concerns from your - — ke ‘z'g"’; ang-d
i : 0 DOOK an appointmen moke & Larbon Monoxide

home inspector that is nlease visit Detection

putting a damper
on the whole process? &

preferredelectricalwny.com Sump Pump Circuits
or call (716) 304-8015 Code Compliance Issues

Real Estate Attorney Serving all of WNY

Jeri. N Wright, Esq. *

(716) 464-3240

attorney@jeriwrightlaw.com

* 2350 North Forest Road, Suite 32B
Getzville, NY 14086

« 765 Center Street, Suite 3
Lewiston, NY 14092

10% OFF LEGAL FEES
FOR ALL MILITARY.

Residential # Commercial
New Builds ¢ Refinances
Mortgages * Titles S

| live and work right here in our community. | know what the
homes are like in the area. So | can offer advice you can trust
to help you get the protection that fits your needs.

If you're ready to talk home insurance or need some advice
about protecting all that's important to you, call me today.

3493 DELAWARE AVE
KENMORE
mbarends@allstate.com

-

Your home is a big
investment. Protect it.

Allstate home products not available in FL, and may also not be available in certain areas of other states. Policies may be written by a non-affiliated third-party company.
Insurance subject to terms, conditions and availability. Allstate Fire and Casualty Insurance Company & affiliates: 2775 Sanders Rd Northbrook, IL. ©2016 Allstate Insurance Co.

The Inspection
Advantage

If you’re buying a home, a Pillar To Post home
inspection will give you peace of mind about its
safety and condition.

LET US GUIDE YOU HOME

At Laufer Keenan, PLLC we offer guidance and support
throughout the entire process of buying and selling real estate.

e ...

i
| _;,”_,'.';Iii -  Exclusive Home Inspection Packages
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* Report provided in digital and print formats
» Post-sale inspections available

—
| B PILLARTOPOST

HOME INSPECTORS

“With God, all things are possible”

REAL ESTATE WILL & ESTATES BUSINESS FORMATION Clinton Hawkins )
Franchise Owner / Licensed Home Inspector Experlence E

716-608-6829 the
clinton.hawkins@pillartopost.com Ultimate
0 38 Lake Street clintonhawkins.pillartopost.com Home
Hamburg, NY 14075 Lic. #16000085992 Inspection!

Q@ (716) 648-1674

& mlaufer@lauferkeenan.com S e rvi n g B u ffa I o / N i a g ara

@ lauferkeenan.com

Each office is independently owned and operated.

SCAN HERE TO LEARN MORE

@O

ROFESSIONAL PHOTO, VIDED AND VIRTUAL TOUR

WESTERN NEW YORK DIGITAL SOLUTIONSIS AP

e P
SERVICE THAT HELPS YOUR LISTING GO FROM “FOR SALE" TO "SOLD" IN NO TIME! E,{E:gf-.
WESTERN NEW YORK DIGITAL SOLUTIONS CONTACT N ':._ 'l!:'
960 CENTER STREET PETER CIMINO: PETERE@WNYDS COM r E
WEST SEMECA, NY. 14224 HICA JADOCH: NICAEWHYDS.COM tee X
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P» help us welcome a new preferred partner to the magazine!

JUNK
KING

JUNK KING

Is junk piling up in your home or

office in the Buffalo area? Let our
courteous and efficient staff at Junk
King™ solve your junk-hauling needs for you. We are local to
the Buffalo area and provide junk pickup services throughout
the region. And we’re green! We recycle up to 60% of the items
we collect.

Want to know what it’ll cost to remove that clutter from your
home without picking up the phone? Our pricing estimator will
quickly provide you with an accurate and affordable estimate
based on items or truckloads within minutes. Go to junk-king.

com to get started.

Under new ownership, the Junk King Buffalo team is looking
forward to servicing you. When you are ready to schedule
your next appointment, book online to save $20 or call
1-888-888-JUNK (5865).

We screen every business that advertises and supports our Buffalo Real
Producers platform and magazine. We do this so that when you need a reliable
service or product, we already did the leg-up work for you. These are businesses
that do work with a bunch of the top realtors and already use them for themselves
and real estate clients. In fact, they were referred to us by top realtors.
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EXPERIENCE THE LARGEST INVENTORY
OF NATURAL STONE IN WNY

IlNTERNAT]ONAL.
STONE GALLERY

N
22 IMPLY
v~ THE,* -

. EST & - WITH OVER 600 COLORS OF GRANITE, MARBLE,
\ . QUARTZ, QUARTZITE, SOAPSTONE, AND ONYX, YOU WILL
CLEANING SERVICES ABSOLUTELY FIND THE RIGHT MATCH FOR YOUR

KITCHEN, BATHROOM, OR FIREPLACE SURROUND.

’ 16'9 12 .6940 COME AND SEE NATURE’S WORKS OF ART AND OUR FULL

24 HOUR EMERGENCY CLEANUP SERVICES: '

6251 SOUTH TRANSIT ROAD, LOCKPORT, NEW YORK 14094

CONTACT US
INFO@INTSTONEGALLERY.COM

716-625-8400

REAL

PRODUCERS
PODCAST

INSPIRING COHVIRSATIONS WITH
~ TOPREAL ESTATE AGENTS

1 REMINGTON RAMSEY

Same Brand, New Reach — Tune in for free today

Listen on

Listen on Ty .
Apple Podcasts LISTEN ON e Spotify amazon music
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Ifthere’s one thing you can’t
call H_oward Hanna Realtor '
Nicole Lezstner, it’s dull .

- Combine her upbeat-pe:_r.g_qnallty

with a solid sales and marketing

. background and it’s easy to
understand why she’s quickly
become a top agent.

“I love people. I'm very outgoing and have tons of
energy, which definitely helps clients feel comfort-
able with me,” she says. And because of her back-
ground working with a general contractor flipping
houses, “I'm very good at pointing things out that
are both good and bad.”

As a member of the Sokody Sales Team, Nicole
says, “I knew it was the right place for me the
minute I walked into my first team meeting. They
would be my new work family. They’ve been the
backbone to everything I've done and are why I'm
where I'm at now.”

The team’s rookie of the year her first year, Nicole
has consistently been in the team’s top three since

and had sales of $8.2 million last year.

“Jason is creating a culture where we all uplift each
other no matter what is going on in our lives,” she
says of team leader Jason Sokody. “Everybody is
there for each other. And it’s really, really an amaz-

ing tribe to be a part of.”

A graduate of the University of Buffalo with a com-
munications degree, Nicole came to real estate after
a long career as marketing director and then opera-

tions manager for an upscale dress store chain.

“I transitioned to real estate because I was at the
top of my career with that company and I wanted
to do something for myself,” she says. And she was
already interested in real estate from working with
a contractor flipping houses. She considers her
hands-on knowledge of how a house works one of

her strengths as an agent.

“With me, clients have an agent who understands
the ins and outs of a house, who can actually go
into a basement and point things out,” she says, an
important consideration in a market where inspec-

tions are sometimes forgone to facilitate a deal.

She continues to use her marketing and planning
skills not only in our own business but in raising
funds for charitable causes she champions. “I abso-
lutely love planning great events where we are able

to raise a ton of money for charity.”

Currently, she is the 2023 President-Elect of the
Women’s Council Of Realtors Buffalo Niagara, an
organization that has played an integral part in her

success. The role she is most excited about though

is her upcoming position as the 2024 President of
the Buffalo Niagara Network.

“I'm insanely proud that people who have been in
real estate for a lot longer than myself trust me to

lead them as their President next year.”

“Right when I got into real estate, I went to my first
event for the Women’s Council of Realtors and I
knew right then that I needed to join,” she says.
Prior to being the Council’s president-elect, she had
served as its Membership Director (2021) and then
Program Director (2022).

“Several things about the Women’s Council mean

so much to me,” she says. “One is that we uplift and

s
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make leaders out of women in business and I’m all about that.

Another is networking, and anyone who knows me knows I love

networking and linking people together.”

“We also support the communities we work in and we raise a lot

of money for charity,” she says.

Nicole’s particularly excited that as the President of the Women’s
Council of Realtors next year, she’ll get to choose the charity for
which the WCR Buffalo Niagara Network will raise funds and has
chosen Make-A-Wish Western New York.

Volunteering and helping raise money for charities and not-for-
profits has been a huge passion throughout her professional
career. In addition to Make-A-Wish Western New York, she’s also
given her time and resources to Big Brothers Big Sisters, The

Boys and Girls Clubs of the Northtowns, breast cancer awareness
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events and for years helped with the
Gowns for Proms program through
which donated prom dresses are

given to girls who can’t afford them.

In her free time, she says she likes
to travel, see live music and social-
ize with friends and family. She has
a large group of friends who have
known each other since high school.
And at 41, that’s most of their lives,
she says. “I’'m definitely not a home-
body. I don’t sit at home unless I'm

working from home.”

Those times she is home, however,
you might find her entertaining that
large circle of friends. “I love enter-

taining. I really am a people person.”

And she’s never really home alone,
with “the love of my life,” a beautiful
tuxedo rescue cat named Claire keep-
ing her company. Her family also lives
nearby including her very supportive

parents and sister.

“Everybody’s always been there for
me and so supportive of my business
and my charities,” she says. “That
support’s been so important to my

being in such a good spot in life.”

EVERYBODY’S ALWAYS BEEN ¢
THERE FOR ME AND SO
- R e

SUPPORTIVE OF MY BUSINESS |

. %

AND MY CHARITIES.

THAT SUPPORT’S BEEN SO

IMPORTANT TO MY BEING IN

SUCH A GOOD SPOT IN LIFE. 99




&% Community

Bank

BUFFALO REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS:

With signicant up front savings, lower monthly costs, and equity acceleration options, your clients will be able
to qualify for more AND have more resources to better compete in todays market. A home is one of the biggest
purchases someone will ever make and we’re committed to giving your clients the dedicated service and attention

they deserve, meaning their mortgage banker will be with them through every step of the process.

* First-time homebuyer programs
* No closing cost mortgages’

* Lower monthly payments with reduced or
waived Private Mortgage Insurance costs

* Fixed-rate loans

* Mortgage refinancing

* FHA & VA Financing

« Home equity loans and lines of credit

« New construction and renovation loans

Mortgage Loan Consultant
joseph.sorce@cbna.com
716-609-4191

100 Corporate Parkway
Buffalo, NY 14226

Flexible portfolio mortgage programs
Affordable housing programs

Conventional and secondary market loans
Property investment loans

Land loans

Double and single-wide mobile home loans
Government and affordable housing programs

Insurance and other products

APPLY FOR YOUR NEXT MORTGAGE ONLINE

lioubleIBEEathinGE;
Al GONCELNSE

We have a solution!
You can buy an air purifier or "be one!"
You can choose!

Brian Ellsworth Total Heaith and Wellness 716.913.9163
~helping people along their health journey for bse.shiftingretail.com
over 2 decades. coachbrian716@gmail.com

A’STELLA ),

M#& V ER S

Stellar Movers proudly offers moving services for
residential and commercial properties. We work

with you to plan every step of the process and ensure
that your satisfaction is met. With a team of
professionals and a variety of services available,

you can besure your move will be handled

with care.

From the smallest to the
largest task, we believe
your move deserves
top-priority service that's
efficient and reliable.
This is why we started
Stellar Movers to

deliver quality _
professional services
thatyou can trust.

Please contact
us at
716-344-0132 or email
stellarmovers(@gmail.com for an estimate.

Women's Counci

TORS

Buftalo Niagara

WHO WE AKE:

We are a network of successful REALTORS®
advancing women as business leaders in the
industry and in the communities we serve.

We encourage both men and women to join our
network and help us in our mission of
supporting women in business.

urcbiling EvenT:

December
12.7.23
10:00am - 1:00 pm

Inaugural Breakfast for the
2024 Board Members

Sto-Lat Bar

4475 Transit Rd.
Williamsville, NY 14221

MEET OLk BEAKD:

Mary Beth Dentinger, President
Nicole Leistner, President Elect
Karen Richmond, Treasurer
Stephanie Fiorentino, Membership Director
Jill Dorr, Event Director
Lauren Arnone, Ist Vice President

Sign up today!

wcr.org/BuffaloNiagara
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P» REALTOR® team spotlight

Article by: David Cornwell
Photography by: Glass Forest Media

rank Sandor Team

If MJ Peterson Realtor Frank Sandor had a
theme song, it might be Aretha Franklin belting
out R-E-S-P-E-C-T.

“You need to treat your clients with the utmost
respect, listen to them, listen to what their needs
are, be supportive and meet those needs,” he says.
“And you’ve got to always, always, always answer

your phone.”

As leader of The Sandor Team at MJ Peterson
Real Estate, Frank has an impressive record of
success, with numerous Gold, Platinum, and
Diamond Volume Awards for sales. He’s also
been top agent at MJ Peterson’s Lancaster office

multiple times.

Additionally he holds a Short Sales and Foreclosure
Resource (SFR) certificate, meaning he’s an expert

in assisting clients with distressed properties.

Real estate is actually Frank’s second career after
he retired early from Delphi/General Motors
after 31 years. “I don’t play golf and wanted some-
thing to do after I retired,” he says. “Real estate

always interested me, so that’s what I did.”

As it turned out, real estate was a natural fit and
he quickly found success, first at Century 21
before moving to MJ Peterson in 2016, where he

formed The Sandor Team.

“You can only succeed when you have a great
team by your side to work with,” he says of

today’s real estate market.

“We all pitch in for each other,” he says of his
team. “If one agent can’t make an appointment,
another will jump in. I want my team to support
each other because we all get busy, but respon-

siveness to our clients has to remain paramount.”

Frank says the key to the high level of responsive-
ness he and his team provides isn’t any one thing
but many things, some of them as simple as just

answering the phone.

“I get so frustrated when trying to call a Realtor

for information and they don’t answer their

hones,” he says.”
’ Y

As a highly successful agent, Frank has a wealth
of experience to pass on to team members. In
addition to helping them develop skills, he insists
team members “get any kind of education that’s

out there. Learning is key to success.”

Current team members are: Timothy Flood, Joshua
Casillas, Theresa McKernan, Michael Lux, Brian
Lux, Byron Mckinney and Carmel Severn. And
Frank says he’s always looking for new team mem-

bers who are eager to learn and succeed.

“I don’t actively recruit anyone,” he says. Some
team members come through referrals and

he helped others get their licenses after they




became interested in the profession when
he sold them homes.

While other brokerages try to recruit him
away from him MJ Peterson, Frank says his
answer is always the same, “I'm not going

anywhere. I'm happy where I'm at.”
A privately owned family business, MJ

Peterson has been serving Western New

York for more than 90 years and “has been
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amazing in its support with any issues we
encounter and in providing any kind of mar-

keting we need.”

Outside the office, Frank is an active member
of the Knights of Columbus #3875 in South
Buffalo and American Legion Post 735 in
West Seneca. He has also served in leader-
ship roles with the Sons of the American
Legion as Commander and is currently its

2nd Vice Commander.

With four children and two grandchildren,
he often finds himself surrounded by family
whether in his Buffalo home or in his RV
parked at the upscale Allegheny Mountain

Resort at Rainbow Lake.

Though he was born on a naval base in

Bermuda where his father was serving at

the time, he considers himself a native son
of Buffalo where he was raised since he was
four. He describes himself as a very social

person and enjoys upscale professional gath-

erings as well as socializing at the corner bar.

Looking to the future for both himself and
his team, he plans to grow and groom his
team for success to the point it can work
somewhat autonomously with Frank con-

tinuing to provide needed support.

And while he says he’ll never retire from real
estate, he would like to be less involved with
day-to-day operations as his team grows.
With friends and family in Florida, he says
“I'm kicking round the idea of becoming a

snowbird in a couple of years.”

(14

| DON'T PLAY GOLF
AND WANTED
SOMETHING TO DO
AFTER | RETIRED.
REAL ESTATE ALWAYS
INTERESTED ME, SO
THAT’S WHAT | DID.

2
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Do you need to renovate before selling? Call us today!

716-714- 5656

THE NEX
STEPTO|ﬁ
LUXURY
LIVING S

Thinkin d ol 19 ? So are We - 7 ' SFRAIGHTL]HE Commercial Construction and Design Consultation available

Let us handle the S8 : :
- ' Good Neighbor Home Inspections _
heavy |Iftlﬂg for your Your Trusted Inspection Company since 2017 RN ove o crock

Jumbo home loan:. | - el that's whock!?

www.straightlinenow.com

. CALLMAC!

- 1 i Y We are here to
N make Western
Home Inspections i Mew York

basements and

Finance up to 85% with Loans up to
no mortgage insurance $2 million’
for qualified borrowers

An inspection from Good Neighbor gives h q Erm;:':TT "
homebuyers peace of mind about the safety and ‘ it st L
condition of their home.

The Good Neighbor Difference

Home Inspection Packages

Post Closing Inspections

Radon Testing & Sewer Scoping
Findings explained in a calm, even keel

BEFORE

Contact Breana Willis today!
Mortgage Loan Officer

(716) 913-8265
breana.willis@northwest.com Gr

MACS BASEMENT WALLCRACKS LLC

L '
4 b ’
manner
Virtual Report Review/24-Hour ¥ u
Follow-Up on All Inspections ," ]

s Scheduling: 716-320-9083 (716) 235-9461
i _ Licensed & Insured
the I Convgnlently Sch.e dule le|/ 7 Macsbasementwalleracks.com
FIC0 G @ goodneighborhomeinspections.com Ryan Thomas
H..!H, I m Northwest Bank |nspect0r/ President Add us as a friend on Facebook [Macs Basemeant Walleracks)

License #16000080799 for step by step on projects and follow our poge!
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FULLY/INSURED CONSULTATION
Pete Andrews ; - s
Owner/Load Pholographer Construction, Real Estate; Events », ¢

5__59_-3?95 and Video Production
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SPRAY INSULATION
by Creen Genie

We help landlords &
tenants access NYSERDA
subsides worth $1,000s in

3
Gregn_(";'énie
FLOOD-FIRE-MOLD

ANYTIME ANYDAY

Proudly Serving the Real Estate
Industry for Over a Decade

From Mold to Sold! home improvements
Fire, Flood & Mold Mediation Our Specialties:
Air Duct Cleaning Energy Efficiency Assessments
Carpet Cleaning Spray Foam Insulation
Exterior House Washing Blown-In Fiberglass
Reducing Yucky Odors Crawlspace Encapsulation

We get it clean, naturally Invest in your nest!

(716) 466-6653 (716) 760-3626

www.greengeniewny.com www.magicfoamwny.com
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»» follow buffalo real producers on social media

FACEBOOK &
INSTAGRAM

BE THE FIRST TO KNOW ABOUT ARE YOU ON FACEBOOK OR INSTAGRAM?
OUR FREE REALTOR® SOCIAL Do you want to be engaged with what we are doing
EVENTS AND GATHERINGS! for the top 300 REALTORS® in Buffalo?

‘We will always have our updates

in this monthly magazine,
but if you want to be the
first to know what’s going
on with Buffalo Real
Producers, you should fol-

low us on social media.

Our events RSVPs will

sell out (even though they
are free to REALTORS®).
We can’t bring all 300
REALTORS® to the party, but
if you want to lock your spot
in every time we have a social
event, we highly suggest giving

us a follow.

We are on Facebook as

“Buffalo Real Producers” and

on Instagram as username
“BuffaloRealProducer.” Sorry,
the plural name was already taken

when we started our IG page.

Follow us, and we will be sure to follow you back!
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we want your nominations

Nominate the Best of

for 2024!

ONLY REALTORS CAN VOTE ON WHO IS FEATURED

In the bustling world of Buffalo’s real estate,

the top 300 realtors stand out as the best of the
best. At Buffalo Real Producers, we have a deep
appreciation for the talent and dedication of these
exceptional professionals. It is our privilege to
bring forth a unique opportunity for all of you - the
chance to nominate and vote for your fellow real-

tors to be featured in our upcoming 2024 issues.

Our mission is clear: we aim to uncover the human
side of Buffalo’s finest real estate experts, showcas-
ing not only their professional accomplishments
but also the remarkable individuals they are beyond
the realm of real estate. We understand that each
of you possesses an intriguing story, unique talents,
and inspiring qualities that extend far beyond your

impressive sales records.

HERE’S HOW IT WORKS: we firmly believe that
recognition should be earned through merit rather
than a financial transaction. In line with our princi-
ples, realtors can only be featured if they are nomi-
nated by their peers. This means no one can pay to
be featured in Buffalo Real Producers. We believe
that this creates an authentic and distinguished

honor for those who make it to our pages.

To nominate your colleagues who deserve to be in
the spotlight in 2024, all you have to do is send us

an email at David.Schaub@n2co.com. In return,
we will provide you with a jotform link where you
can submit your nominations. We encourage you
to tell us the stories of those realtors who have
shown not only their prowess in the industry but
also their unique passions, personal journeys, and

community involvement.

Buffalo Real Producers wants to dive deep into
your world and highlight your multifaceted nature.
We’re not only interested in the impressive trans-
actions and awards you’ve achieved but also the
hobbies you’re passionate about, the causes you
support, and the moments that make you unique.
What are your hidden talents? What drives you
beyond the world of real estate?

Through this initiative, we hope to foster a sense
of unity among Buffalo’s real estate community
and celebrate the individuals behind the successful
careers. In the end, it’s not just about the num-
bers and statistics; it’s about the people who drive

Buffalo’s real estate market to new heights.

Join us in this endeavor to recognize and honor
those among you who inspire, innovate, and make a
difference not only in real estate but in the Buffalo
community as a whole. Let’s make the 2024 issues
of Buffalo Real Producers a true reflection of the

outstanding realtors who call Buffalo home.

The Law Offices
David C. Weir PLLC

We Felp You Put Dows Roots

Your #1 Mortgage Source!

Brian P. Traky
Loan Officer
MLO#1949331

3460 Seneca St West Seneca, NY 14224
Cell: 716-481-6357 « Business: 716-558-5220
Website: www.ncityfunding.com
Email: brian@ncityfunding.com

Locally Owned & Operated Serving WNY for Over 16yrs
Specializing in Conventional, FHA, VA, USDA, New Construction & Refinances
Inquire Today about our Products and Low Rates

Registered Mortgage Broker-NY State Dept. of Financial Services NMLS # 1586.
All Loans arranged by third party lenders

of

Your client
can call Vallone

and actually talk
toaVallone.

Real Estate Law

Have them try it. Ask for Eric.

{1

Caldwell Building
5820 Main St - Suite 601

N

}st:vallone Law | rL”u-I Estate

b

716.206.0588 | vallonelawfirm.com

716-268-3373  Williamsville NY 14221  Davidwlow.com skt o sl
NN G2/ SIS D o (AN N7 == /4
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COI'Ilel‘StOIle | » 30 year fixed rate mortgage

with one-time rate adjustment.

Golden Ti(ket * Preapprovals available.
e No attorney or closing cost fees
Mortgage I'oan when you change rate service.

 Make it HOME » Competitive rates & local.

ccfcu.org | 716.434.2290

Meet Tarek Jabaiji, Haus Capital Corp.

Tarek was born and raised In Buffalo, NY with a huge love
for his city. Tarek found his passion In the mortgage
business at just 20 years old and hasn't looked back since.
Tarek Is currently In the top 1% for mortgage originating In
NYS. One thing you can always count on Tarek for Is he Is
ALWAYS available to help find you a HAUS!

Advantages of working with a Mortgage Broker:
Preferred relationships with the top lenders

* Specialized In mortgages

Earn the best possible rates

HAUS

CAPITAL CORP.

Close most home loans In 30 days or less

Tarek Jabaji NMLS #1407826| Senior Loan Officer | C: 716.444.7553 | E: tarek@hauscapitalcorp.com

Registered mertgage broker. NYS department of financial services. loans are
arranged through third-party providers. NMLS #2017200
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LOOKING FOR A GREAT
REAL ESTATE PHOTOGRAPHER?
Glass Forest Media Can Help!

YN :_- ~ X -"'ﬂr J

GFM helps real estate brokers & agents market their professional sales services more effectively
to prospective clients. With our photographic media, we help build strong portfolios of
successful property sales, to showcase to homeowners, property investors & commercial sellers.

Our scheduling is flexible; we do our best to work with all of our clients, since we're very aware
how hectic and unpredictable the life of a Realtor can be. GFM also provides a 24-hour standard
turnaround for all photographic media, so properties can be listed on the market ASAP.

Glass Forest Media LLC | glassforest.media | (716) 265-0091



Meet your Buffalo mortgage partners S LY

Michael Burke Amanda Bernardini Pat Lewis Anthony Nanula Jenna Saturno
Originating Branch Manager Loan Originator Loan Originator Loan Originator Loan Originator
NMLS680412 NMLST1161395 NMLS1165297 NMLS2177579 NMLS2250461
M:716.863.3713 M:585.755.4885 M: 716.807.7823 M: 716.698.7846 M: 716.697.3032
michael.burke@ccm.com amanda.bernardini@ccm.com pat.lewis@ccm.com anthony.nanula@ccm.com jenna.saturno@ccm.com

We're the Buffalo market experts who are dedicated to helping your
clients find the right type of home loan that best fits their financial situation.

If they mention this coupon, they can earn up to $500 toward
appraisal costs when submitting their mortgage application.

Contact us today
Our team handles all types of programs such as bank statements,
construction, conventional, jumbo, VA, FHA, and more! to get Startedo

TERMS & CONDITIONS: Available for first lien mortgage purchase and refinance money loans only. Offer can only be redeemed by closing a loan with the Williamsville,
NY branch of CrossCountry Mortgage, LLC. Offer will be redeemed at closing in the form of a $500 lender credit (must be applied before any seller paid credits). Borrower
cannot receive cash at closing. Approval subject to CrossCountry Mortgage, LLC, mortgage insurance, and loan purchase underwriting guidelines and property approval
for loan. Available only on loans originated through completed residential mortgage loan applications received directly by CrossCountry Mortgage, LLC before 5:00
p.m. on July 1, 2023 and which close on or before August 31, 2023. Loan program terms and conditions are subject to change without notice. Offer must be presented
with an application for a residential mortgage loan. Only one offer per loan transaction will be accepted. No cash value. Offer will be rescinded if the borrower elects to
cancel the loan transaction or the conditions for sale of the loan change. CrossCountry Mortgage, LLC has the right to accept, decline, or limit the use of any discount
or offer. Licensed Mortgage Banker — New York State Banking Department. Equal Housing Opportunity. All loans subject to underwriting approval. Certain restrictions
apply. Call for details. CrossCountry Mortgage, LLC. NMLS3029 NMLS2172659 (www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org). CrossCountry Mortgage, LLC isan FHA Approved Lending
Institution and is not acting on behalf of or at the direction of HUD/FHA or the Federal government. CrossCountry Mortgage, LLC is not affiliated with or acting on behalf
of or at the direction of the Veteran Affairs Office or any government agency. Certificate of Eligibility required for VA loans. 22LO_3f26xvx



