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Creating Space. Connecting Lives.

• On-Site Building
• Turn Key Anchored System
• High-Quality Materials
• Transparent Pricing
• Custom Plans

$5,000 Commission For Every Referral That Chooses Us to Build Their ADU!

916.621.6522
AncchoredTinyHomes.com

@AnchoredTinyHomes

GETTING QUESTIONS ABOUT ADUS?
WE PAY $5,000 FOR EVERY

NEW CUSTOMER YOU SEND!
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KEVIN OTO
President/ Broker
NMLS#: 62641
(800) 618-9508 ext. 1001
koto@greenhavencap.com
greenhavencap.com

Expert Mortgage Advice
for Homebuyers

Begin your home loan process today!
Our mortgage advisors are standing by.

Request a free personalized
rate quote.

“Kevin Oto is an outstanding 
professional and an exceptional 

person. I honestly cannot say 
enough about his integrity, his 
in-depth understanding of the 

entire loan process, and his 
willingness to work for the best 

possible outcome. Kevin is 
quick to respond to all issues 
and continuously works as a 

strong advocate for his clients 
needs. He provides honest and 

transparent answers. Thank 
you so much to Kevin and his 

great team! We highly 
recommend Green Haven 

Capital.” -Angela C.
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If you are interested in contributing or nominating Realtors for certain stories, 
please email us at katie.macdiarmid@realproducersmag.com.

DISCLAIMER: Any articles included in this publication and/or opinions expressed therein do not necessarily reflect the views of The N2 
Company d/b/a Real Producers but remain solely those of the author(s). The paid advertisements contained within the Sacramento Real 
Producers magazine are not endorsed or recommended by The N2 Company or the publisher. Therefore, neither The N2 Company nor 
the publisher may be held liable or responsible for business practices of these companies.
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Bringing color
to your life!

Bringing color
to your life!

CSLB #983710
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THE EASIEST & MOST AFFORDABLE
WAY TO GO SOLAR - 916.872.5452

VISIT GOSOLARWISE.COM TO GET YOUR FREE INSTANT QUOTE!

SolarWise delivers the same high quality install, 
materials, and warranties at a fraction of the price.

Don’t believe it? Compare our quote to traditional
solar company quotes to see for yourself.

SOLARWISECO.COM

SAVE
UP TO50% VERSUSPG&E

How much traditional
solar costs.

How much Solarwise
solar costs.

(60% less)
916.872.5452
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S This section has been created to give you easier access when searching for a trusted real estate 

affiliate. Take a minute to familiarize yourself with the businesses sponsoring your magazine. These 

local businesses are proud to partner with you and make this magazine possible. Please support these 

businesses and thank them for supporting the Sacramento Real Producers REALTOR® community!

1031 EXCHANGE

Asset Preservation Inc

Bill Angove

(916) 832-1031

ADU HOME SALES

Anchored Tiny Homes

(916) 461-8469

anchoredtinyhomes.com

ADVERTISING: PRINT/

DIGITAL/WEBSITES

Adrian Agency

(916) 571-0330

Adrianagency.com

AGENT SUPPORT

Homelight

Jen Azevedo

(916) 214-3439

WGE

(916) 519-1564

ARCHITECTURAL 

DESIGN + BUILD

Greyscale Homes

(916) 384-0595

Greyscaleinc.com

ATTORNEYS

Clower Law

Ashley Clower

(916) 652-8296

BLINDS/SHADES

Made in the Shade

Mandie VanBuren

(916) 300-4306

CARPET CLEANING

Alex’s Carpet 

Cleaning Service

Elena Mikhaylevskiy

(916) 225-0038

CLEANING SERVICE

Meticulosity Cleaning

Jennifer Prado

(916) 410-4740

CLOSING GIFTS

Seasons Change

Rosanne Kellogg

(916) 367-3090

CONSTRUCTION 

& REMODELING

Good Life Construction

(916) 833-1379

Wolff Construction

Don Erik Wolff

(916) 205-3745

CPA SERVICES

Riolo & Associates

Dona Riolo

(916) 771-4134

CUSTOM HOME BUILDERS

Tankersley Construction Inc

(916) 538-6579

tankersleybuilds.com

EXTERIOR PAINTING

MPG Painting

(916) 234-6628

www.mpgpainting.net

FINANCIAL ADVISOR

Edward Jones

Linda Sobon

(916) 989-1004

EdwardJones.com/

Linda-Sobon

Edward Jones

Jon Benecke

(916) 865-4616

Financial Path Consulting

Cherise Sutton

(916) 204-3223

FLOORING

Zothex Flooring

(916) 753-8291

GARAGE DOORS

Overhead Door Company of 

Sacramento Inc.

Melonie SanFilippo

(916) 421-3747

HOME & 

TERMITE INSPECTION

Finley Home Services

(916) 741-2847

HOME INSPECTION

CalPro Inspection Group

Andrea Quyn

(800) 474-3540

Certified HBI

Jason Stockwell

(916) 223-3400

North American 

Home Services

(916) 833-3531

Sac Pro Home Inspections

(916) 333-0540

www.GoSacPro.com

INSPECTIONS - 

RESIDENTIAL 

AND COMMERCIAL

Sac Pro Home Inspections

(916) 333-0540

www.GoSacPro.com

INSURANCE

Farmers Insurance Agency

Cristi Rodda

(916) 428-4520

Justin Turner - 

Goosehead Insurance

(951) 965-4651

Goosehead insurance.com\

justinturner

T.D. McNeil 

Insurance Services

Michael Colenzo

(916) 983-2561

TDMINS.com

INTERIOR 

DESIGN COMPANY

Pepperjack Interiors

Laura Neuman

(916) 834-9751

JUNK REMOVAL

Longs Trash Hauling

(916) 206-7072

LENDING

West Shore Mortgage

(530) 682-4092

www.ilendsac.com

MORTGAGE

Cross Country Mortgage

Alicia Stearman

(916) 256-6486

Fairway Mortgage - 

Lucia Lending Team

(916) 730-6339

Guild Mortgage

Sarah Lee

(916) 600-6126

Inner Circle Mortgage

David Graves

(916) 586-6644

Mortgage Right

Brandon Kleker

(916) 396-5250

NKS Financial

Neal Smith

(916) 907-6513

Street Home Lending

Nick Street

(916) 705-8282

StreetHomeLending.com

United Wholesale Lending

Shelby Elias

(209) 456-4896

Your Mortgage Girl at 

Guaranteed Rate

Padi Goodspeed

(916) 257-9435

MORTGAGE / LENDER

Premier 

Mortgage Resources

Cailey Murschel

(530) 370-2421

pmrloans.com/cmurschel

MORTGAGE COMPANY

Catalyst Mortgage

(916) 287-7777

MORTGAGE LENDING

5 Star Team - Point Equity 

Residential Lending

Sherene Gray

(916) 798-8026

Kevin Oto - Green Haven 

Capital Inc.

(916) 476-6507

www.greenhavencap.com

Nathan Sibbet - Loan Depot

(916) 320-3952

MOVING COMPANY

Fuller Moving Services

(916) 349-1119

fullermoving.com

NOTARY SERVICES

Notary Matters

(916) 990-6220

None 

SBK Notary Public

Shane Karlin

(408) 821-7076

www.sbkmobilenotary.com

ORGANIZATIONAL 

SERVICES

2B Organized - Sacramento

(530) 520-7323

www.2B-organized.com

PAINTING

Camacho’s Custom Painting

Amanda Camacho

(530) 306-9928

Camacho’s Custom Painting

Amanda Camacho

(530) 306-9928

PHOTOGRAPHY

Olha Melokhina 

Photography

(916) 288-5839

PHOTOGRAPHY/

REAL ESTATE

Top Notch 360

(916) 807-3573

Www.Topnotch360.com

PROFESSIONAL 

ORGANIZING

Home Method Co.

(916) 533-3315

Www.homemethodco.com

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

M&M Property Management

Larry Brown

(916) 922-1525

Titan Property Management

Ryan Miller

(916) 745-3385

REAL ESTATE MARKETING

Aerial Canvas

(650) 730-6139

REAL ESTATE MEDIA

House Cat Marketing

(916) 287-7042

housecatmarketing.com

Shot Archives

Brandon Miyasaki

(916) 834-6600

ShotArchives.com

REAL ESTATE 

PROFESSIONAL

Matt Barba - 

1st Choice Mortgage

(916) 932-4743

Www.1stchoicemortgage 

ofcalifornia.com

REAL ESTATE 

TRANSACTION 

COORDINATOR

ClipDocs

Transaction Coordination

(818) 261-3225

www.clipdocs.net/

ROOFING SERVICES

Roof Checks

Vlad Khashchuk

(916) 222-6688

SEPTIC SERVICES

Chuck’s Septic

(916) 624-8500

www.chucksseptic.com

SOLAR SPECIALIST/

SOLAR & MORE

Solarwise

(916) 872-5452

Solarwiseco.com

STAGING

Hallway Staging LLC

Kimberly Lane

(530) 713-5384

Lux Home and Design

Annie English

(916) 947-8884

LuxHomeDesign.com

Premiere Home Staging

Nicole Runkle

(916) 300-0402

Simply Chic Staging

Danielle Martin

(916) 477-1167

TITLE COMPANY

Fidelity National Title

Jen Vicari

(916) 616-6755

norcalrealestate.com

First American Title

Erin Barton

(916) 798-4115

Placer Title

Val Baldo

(916) 947-3747

TRANSACTION 

COORDINATOR

Mercedes Natad, Co.

(916) 402-4486

Mint Condition Transaction 

Coordinating

(916) 792-1248

www.facebook.com/

MintConditionRES

Real Estate Aid

Kristina Adragna

(916) 896-9890

TC Solutions

(916) 616-3015

www.thetcsolutions.com/

contact-us

VIDEO PRODUCTION

Dynamic Cinema 

Productions

Matthew Walter

(530) 417-6170

WEALTH MANAGEMENT

Jake LaFond Wealth 

Management

(916) 218-4406

WINDOW SERVICES

Window Screen Solutions

(916) 906-2033
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916.384.0595
GreyscaleInc.com

GreyscaleHomesInc
735 Sunrise Ave. | Suite 106 | Roseville

Des i gn  |  D ra f t i ng  |Deve l opmen t

SIMPLIFYING A COMPLEX PROCESS AND ADDING VALUE TO 
YOUR CLIENTS' HOME, INVESTMENT, OR LAND.

Your client needs plans 
before they build.

We're here to help!

Custom 
Homes

Addition 
Remodels

In-Law 
Units

Get in 
touch 
today!

NEED INSPECTIONS?
CALL US.
916.741.BUGS
INFO@FINLEYHOMESERVICES.COM
FINLEYHOMESERVICES.COM

916.906.2033
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R E A L  P R O D U C E R S  T E A M
S AC R A M E N TO

M E E T  T H E

Ruth Gnirk 
Writer

Suzy Delong 
Ad Strategist

Katie MacDiarmid
Publisher

Michele Jerrell
Content Coordinator

Rachel Lesiw
Photographer

Katie Camerer
Assistant Publisher

Olha Melokhina
Photographer

Brandon Miyasaki
Photographer

Nicole Sepulveda
Photographer

Dave Danielson 
Writer

Aerial Canvas 
Photographers

Chris Menezes
Writer

Emily Sweet
Systems Manager

Maryssa Sayabath 
Event Coordinator

Danielle Kidwell
Writer

Jessica Feely
Photographer
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Time is Money. We’ll Save You Both.

Justin does the policy 
searching that fits your 
budget and needs from 
Auto to Life Insurance 
and everything in between.

America’s Highest-Rated Insurance Provider

951.965.4651
justin.turner@goosehead.com
1035 Sutton Way | Suite B | Grass Valley GET YOUR QUOTE TODAY!

REMOVING THE STRESS 
FROM YOUR CLIENTS' MOVE

WE MAKE THE HARD JOBS EASY

• Pre-Market Prep, Decluttering & Styling

• Coordinate & Direct the Movers

• Unpack, Organize & Set-Up New Home

530-520-7323
karlee@2b-organized.com
www.2b-organized.com
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WELCOME
TO OUR NEWEST PARTNERS!

We take a lot of pride in the businesses we partner with. Our partners are highly 
recommended referrals from top agents, so you can trust us as a fantastic referral source.

WELCOME

welcome mat

SacPro Home 
Inspections
Matthew Gray 
GoSacPro.com

SacPro Home Inspections makes home inspections 
easy for agents and clients. We listen, are never 
alarmists, and just report the facts. We do the 
inspection when you need it done, and are happy 
to do walk-throughs. Reliable 24-hour report 
turnaround time. We remain a resource for clients 
and agents within our mission to always provide 
excellent customer service. SacPro home inspec-
tors are uniquely both CREIA and ASHI certified, 
and trained to the highest industry standards to 
perform the best inspections. All 5-star ratings on 
Google, Yelp, and Zillow.

Green Haven 
Capital Inc
Kevin Oto
greenhavencap.com

Green Haven Capital Inc. prides itself on delivering a 
harmonious blend of unparalleled customer service and 
consistently offering highly competitive rates and fees. We 
understand that navigating the intricate mortgage market 
can be an overwhelming task, and thus, we make every 
effort to simplify the process and showcase how swift and 
effortless securing a mortgage can be. Our staff comprises 
accomplished professionals who strive to empower our 
clients by providing them with the necessary knowledge 
and resources to make informed decisions when it comes 
to mortgages. We recognize the distinctive needs of each 
client and thus, work tirelessly to cater to them in a per-
sonalized manner. Our unwavering commitment to provid-
ing exceptional, individualized service and cost-effective 
pricing allows our neighbors to save both time and money. 
Above all, Green Haven Capital Inc. endeavors to build 
enduring relationships with our communities and ensure 
that our clients receive optimal outcomes.

Barry Mathis - Expert 
Property Management
Barry Mathis “Certified 
Investment Expert.” 
www.ExpertPropMgmt.com

We understand the lifetime value of your clients and 
we make sure that we are providing them value in 
return! Your clients will love the way we take care 
of their property as if it was our own. From setting 
an aggressive rental amount, to personally screen-
ing and holding each tenant to high standards. Our 
strong leases make sure problems are prevented 
before they get started. Let our decades of experience 
protect your client’s interest and we make sure that 
we protect yours at the same time. We guarantee in 
writing that you will represent them if they sell down 
the road and we COOP and pay referral fees to agents. 
We would love to connect with you and help you serve 
your clients or attract new ones.

Justin Turner - Goosehead Insurance
Justin Turner

Justin Turner 
joined Goosehead 
because of his 
unwavering commitment to take care of his clients. 
Using cutting edge technology to shop with dozens 
of “A” rated insurance companies in just a few short 
minutes, he is able to find the right coverage at a com-
petitive price. He takes the time to review all of the 
options and customizes a policy based on the unique 
risks and desires of each client. After finalizing an 
option, Justin is backed by a service team that has the 
highest client loyalty rating in the industry. Request 
a quote from Justin and you will quickly understand 
why Goosehead is one of the fastest growing distribu-
tors of home and auto insurance in the United States.

2B Organized® - Sacramento
Karlee Alves
2B-organized.com

2B Organized® has been helping others organize personal and 
professional spaces for over 25 years! Our team is licensed, 
insured and eager to help you simplify. Karlee Alves is the 
co-owner of 2B Organized® and the owner of the Sacramento 
market. She is extremely ambitious and loves sharing her lifelong 
passion for organizing and eye for aesthetics in the Northern 
California area!

Adrian Agency
Adrian Boysel
Adrianagency.com

Our Marketing Team specializes in business and marketing 
strategy, user experience (UX), user interface (UI), web design, 
mobile app design, web development, mobile app development, 
mobile-first platforms, SEO, branding, email marketing, video 
production, and animation, and photography. Adrian’s service 
includes a comprehensive consult to help identify what’s work-
ing, the gaps, and opportunities. His report includes a project 
plan with timelines and cost analysis. These individualized plans 
are strategies founded in facts, logic, and data. This will help you 
quickly become the industry authority.

Home Method Co.
Kim Salisbury 
homemethodco.com

I’m Kim Salisbury, founder of Home 
Method Co, and for over 15 years we have 
been professionally organizing homes. My 
team and I will help your clients transition into their new homes 
seamlessly. We handle everything from coordination to complete 
move in. 
•	 Full service moves with a concierge touch
•	 Throughout the greater Sacramento region
•	 Complete packing, unpacking & home setup and organization
•	 We work quickly and efficiently 
•	 Featured on KCRA, ABC10, & Good Day Sacramento
•	 Over 40 five star reviews on Google
•	 We’re the experts that will help take the stress out of your 

client’s move. 

I have had a passion for organizing for as long as I can remember. My 
team and I love helping our clients take back control of their homes 
with organization so they can spend more time actually enjoying it. 
When I’m not organizing homes with my team, I’m probably with 
my husband at one of our two kid’s many sporting events.
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REAL ESTATE SERVICES
Photos, Videography, 

Matterport 3D Virtual Tours, 
and Drone.

Overwhelmed with how much 
TRASH AND DEBRIS is on the property?

No job is too big or too small for us to haul!

Longs Trash Hauling
(916) 206-7072 | longstrashhauling.com

AFTER

BEFORE

We haul appliances, furniture, trees,
electronics, garbage, mattresses, and more...

Follow us on Facebook

Residential, Multi-Family, and Commercial Interior and Exterior 
Painting of all types.

Our team of knowledgeable, experienced employees provide 
superior workmanship. We have a system of proven methods 
that ensure your project is completed correctly and promptly. 
We take pride in the way we treat our clients. Our employees 
provide only the best, from start to finish. MPG PAINTING is the 

best choice for your painting needs!

916-234-6628 • mpgpainting.net
@MPGPaintingSacramento

BEAUTIFYING THE WORLD, 
ONE BUILDING AT A TIME.
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SERVICES
• HOME INSPECTIONS

• TERMITE INSPECTIONS

• TERMITE TREATMENTS 
    & DRY ROT REPAIRS

• RODENT EXCLUSIONS

• GENERAL PEST CONTROL

• POOL/SPA INSPECTIONS

• SEWER LATERAL INSPECTIONS

• MOLD TESTING

• THERMAL IMAGING

• SOLAR INSPECTIONS

• COMMERCIAL INSPECTIONS

(800) 474-3540  |  WWW.CALPROGROUP.COM

OVER 1,000 FIVE STAR REVIEWS

Common Questions About

are not a pay-to-play model 
whatsoever. We write real 
stories about Real Producers, 
so nominate away, friends!

Who are the preferred 

partners?

Anyone listed as a “preferred 
partner” in the front of the 
magazine is a part of this com-
munity and a top professional 
in their industry. They will 
have an ad in every issue of the 
magazine, attend our events 
and be a part of our online 
community. We don’t just find 
these businesses off the street, 
nor do we work with all busi-
nesses that approach us. One 
or many of you have recom-
mended every single preferred 
partner you see in this pub-
lication. We won’t even meet 
with a business that has not 
been vetted by one of you and 
“stamped for approval.” Our 
goal is to create a powerhouse 

Real Producers is a national concept currently open 
in 125 markets across the country. As we just past 
our third anniversary of Sacramento Real Producers, 
I wanted to take the time to answer some pretty 
common questions.

Sacramento  
Real Producers

announcement

What is the purpose of Real 

Producers magazine?

The mission of Sacramento 
Real Producers is simple. We 
strive to inform and inspire the 
top-producing real estate agents 
in the Sacramento market and 
connect them socially. We do 
this by telling their personal 
stories. How they have suc-
ceeded and failed. What drives 
them to achieve year in and year 
out. Where do they spend their 
time when they are not working 
and what are they passionate 
about other than real estate. 
We give local top-producing 
REALTORS® a platform to tell 
their story in a way they have 
not been able to do so before.

The secondary focus is to 
provide an avenue for our 
affiliate partners to create and 
continue relationships with 
these top performers on a level 
that they might not be able to 
achieve on their own.

Who receives this magazine?

This magazine is mailed to the 
top 500 producing agents in 
the greater Sacramento area 
according to volume each year. 
This is based on the 2022 
MLS; the ranking is annual and 
resets every year. This year, the 
minimum production level for 
our community was over $14.5 
million. Just to be included in 

this group is an accomplishment 
that testifies to your hard work, 
dedication and proficiency.

What is the process for being 

featured in the magazine?

It’s really simple — you can 
nominate other REALTORS® 
(or yourselves!). We will 
consider anyone brought to 
our attention; we don’t know 
everyone’s story, so we need 
your help to learn about them! A 
nomination currently looks like 
this: You email us at katie.mac-
diarmid@realproducersmag.com 
with the subject “Nomination: 
(Name of Nominee).” Please 
explain why you are nominating 
them to be featured. It could be 
that they have an amazing story 
that needs to be told; perhaps 
they overcame extreme obsta-
cles, they are an exceptional 
leader, have the best customer 
service, or they give back to 
the community in a big way. 
The next step is an interview 
with us to ensure it’s a good fit. 
If it all works out, then we put 
the wheels in motion for our 
writer to conduct an interview 
and write an article and for our 
photographers to schedule a 
photo shoot.

What does it cost to be 

featured? 

Zero, zilch, zip, nada, nil. It 
costs absolutely nothing! We 

network, not only for the best 
REALTORS® in the area but 
the best affiliates, as well, so 
we can grow stronger together.

How can I refer a preferred 

partner?

If you know and want to rec-
ommend a local business that 
works with top REALTORS®, 
please email us to let us know 
at katie.macdiarmid@realpro-
ducersmag.com.

Still have questions? Don’t 
hesitate to reach out!

Katie MacDiarmid

Sacramento Real Producers
katie.macdiarmid@realproduc-

ersmag.com

916-402-5662

facebook.com/

sacramentorealproducers

@SacRealProducers
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Loans we can help you with:
Conventional • FHA • VA • USDA • New Construction • Jumbo • HELOC

925-640-8521 | matt@fcmcal.com | barbalending.com

MATTHEW BARBA

@matt_barba |      Matthew Barba

NMLS# 949932 | DRE# 01898356

Meet your Local Mortgage Broker

BROKER ASSOCIATE
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m�t c�d�i�Transactions in

from open to close

 "Amanda and Joe are hard workers. Plain and simple. Their 
work ethic and efficiency are top notch and I trust them 

completely to handle my clients and files professionally and 
compassionately. The Mint Condition team has been a partner 

of mine for the last 2.5 years and I wouldn't change a thing!"
-Kimberly Yee, Keller Williams Realty

Transaction Management
Listing Services
Sales Services

Client Care

amanda@mintconditionres.com
705 E Bidwell St, Suite 2 #416, Folsom CA

916-792-1248 • @MintConditionRES

LET OUR TEAM BE AN EXTENTION OF 
YOUR HARD WORK AND DEDICATION 

TO YOUR CLIENTS
We are professional, knowledgeable,

and treat clients with care and respect. 

1M E&O  |  NNA & eSign Certified  |  20+ years signing experience 

Contact me for a quote or
to schedule an appointment!

Carrie Edwards
(916) 990-6220
carrie@notarymatters.net

Call Darren 916-500-8188 | d.babby@mmproperties.com
DRE# 01100901

• We manage over 2,000 “doors”, including single
family, duplexes, and quadplexes. We must be doing 
something right!

• Our property managers are the Single Point of Contact for 
our owners and tenants, eliminating the need to speak to 
di­erent sta­ members for di­erent situations! This means 
accountability!

• All our property managers are licensed and experts
on current California laws and regulations in the
rental marketplace. This means we guide and protect
your owners!

• We pay $500 for an owner referral who becomes a M&M 
property management client.

TOP RANKED
Residential Property Management
Company in the Sacramento Region
Your one-stop shop for all your property management needs.
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“

”

Cailey and Jamie are terrrific! 
They guided me through the 
whole process. We ended up 
offering on 4 homes before 

finalizing on an amazing home. 
So their patience and availability 
at any time were crucial. Also, as 
a current military member, she 

worked really hard to make sure 
I got the best rate. She also 

volunteers with local veteran 
groups. Thank you!

-HAPPY HOMEOWNER

Everything will be taken care of, from the top to the bottom of each room, we will dust, 
vacuum, wipe, scrub, sweep, mop, polish and make everything look like it was brand new. We 

know how pernickety house hunters can be when they are looking for their next home.

SPECIALIZING IN BOTH COMMERCIAL 
AND RESIDENTIAL CLEANING FOR
MOVE-IN ANDMOVE-OUT CLEANS, 
DEEP CLEANS, GENERAL CLEANING, 
AND RECURRING MAINTENANCE. (916) 410-4740 • meticulositycleaning.com

Our Disinfection
fogging kills

influenza, as well as
99.9% of all other

microorganisms for
up to 60 days!

(916) 410-4740 • meticulositycleaning.com
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ALWAYS 
EVOLVING

Samantha grew up proud to be a Placer County native. 
Her father, well-respected commercial real estate bro-
ker Kevin Larscheid, worked hard to serve the commu-
nity and provide for their family. Her mother Barbara 
had a design aesthetic that would rival that of a pro-
fessional stager, and also had administrative prowess. 
Samantha saw how her parents worked together to 
serve the community while they were supporting each 
other’s dreams and providing for their family. 
 
“Seeing teamwork modeled at home inspired me to 
participate in cheer when I was seven,” reflected 
Samantha, “and as I became involved in competitive 
sports I learned how to lead and how to follow. I 
enjoyed learning to work together to accomplish goals 
in cheer, soccer, and track. The discipline, teamwork, 
and communication skills helped me evolve into a bet-
ter person. Plus, I loved being around people!”
 
EVOLUTIONARY 

EMPLOYMENT 

AND EDUCATION

Samantha discovered that it 
was more fun to spend her 
own money than to have to 
ask for it. When she was 12, 
she got her first job working at 
a little league snack bar near 
her home. Her teen years were 
filled with school, sports, and 
work. And she began to dream 
of becoming a teacher.
 
During her senior year of high 
school Samantha participated 
in a teaching internship. She 

Samantha Gray is proud 

of her hometown Placer 

County roots. Her true 

passion is selling homes in 

the community that she has 

loved since she was a child. 

She loves her community and 

is honored that her husband 

serves and protects the 

people that she and her father 

serve through real estate. She 

is proud to be serving families 

in a full-circle family business. 

Samantha involves her 

children when she can, and 

looks for way to help families 

that she is connected to 

through sports and other 

activities. Samantha has 

found a way to honor 

tradition and preserve 

her roots while she 

continues evolving in 

her life and career. 

enjoyed experiencing the reality of being a third 
grade teacher. As her teaching dreams evolved, she 
decided to focus on preschool.
 
After graduating from Granite Bay High School, 
Samantha started earning a degree in Early 
Childhood Education. It was exciting to be living on 
her own and preparing to live out her dreams. She 
worked in local restaurants, serving the commu-
nity with a smile. After she earned her degree, 
Samantha worked in a preschool for a year.
 
In early 2008 she married Chris Gray, and later 
that year the couple bought their first home. The 
22-year-old and her new husband were excited 
that all their hard work was paying off. Naturally, 
no one expected the economic downturn, or all the 
chaos that ensued.
 
“We felt on top of the world when we bought our 
home,” Samantha shared. “I was only 22, but 
I caught my first glimpse into residential real 
estate. Chris had been hired by a newly emerging 
firm, but with the crash, his job changed drasti-
cally and it was no longer a good fit. We were not 
only new parents, but we were suddenly house-
poor. It was a very scary feeling! We had to learn 
to budget. It was a humbling experience, but it 
helped us build character.”
 
Samantha took a desk job at a salon and spa. After 
demonstrating her faithfulness and competence 
for a short time, she was promoted to positions of 
increasing leadership.
 

making a difference
By Ruth Gnirk

Photos by Nicole Sepulveda Photography
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REVOLUTIONARY PROGRESS

2012 was a year of incredible growth and change for 
the Gray family. In June Samantha earned her residen-
tial real estate license. She had been inspired by her 
own home-buying experience as well as by observing 
how her parents wisely diversified their portfolio by 
purchasing investment properties.
 
While Samantha was still getting her feet wet in a 
new industry, Chris was accepted into the California 
Highway Patrol (CHP) program. In August he began an 
intense training period which required him to live at 
the Academy in West Sacramento, and then to remain 
in the Bay Area for a season.
 

Samantha had started at Coldwell Banker as a solo 
agent, but by 2016 she joined forces with Colby 
Culbertson to create The Culbertson and Gray Team. 
They combined their collective strengths to serve the 
community. Samantha enjoyed their partnership as the 
long-time friends built a successful team.
 
When the 2020 pandemic shutdown caused the broker-
age to literally shut its doors, Colby became intrigued by 
the ingenuity, accessibility, and resources of the virtual 
brokerage eXp. They had an appealing business model, 
higher competitive splits, rewards for mentoring, and 
encouragement of multiple streams of income.
 
Samantha knew that to continue evolving she would 
need to step out of her formal leadership position so 
she could focus on her sales role. Although it was had to 
leave the successful team that she had help to build, she 
knew it was what she needed. After stepping out of her 
managerial role, she has continued to mentor others and 
her life is filled with more joy and peace. She is proud 
of the time she spent on The Culbertson and Gray Team 
and continues to collaborate closely with them. 
 
In 2021 Samantha teamed up with project partner 
Danielle Nash-Correiao work with a residential land 
developer. She helped acquire over 70 lots and a small 
subdivision, and learned a lot by conducting business 
with land legend Ed Benoit.
 

TRANSFORMATIONAL LIVING

Her number one source of referrals 
are the families she meets through 
her children’s involvement in sports. 
Her daughter is on the national 
lacrosse team and her son is on a 
travelling baseball team. Samantha 
is proud of their character and their 
accomplishments. She is also grate-
ful for Chris.
 
“I could not be successful without 
him,” Samantha admitted. “I love 
the family we have created. I enjoy 
selling a house because of what that 
means for the families of the buyer 
and the seller.”
 
Samantha and her children had 
served together as Red Cross 
volunteers after the 2018 Paradise 
fire. They shared a real sense of 
accomplishment by helping with 
something so impactful, and it 
inspired them to look for other ways 
to serve.
 
Last spring Samantha held her first 
annual prom dress giveaway event. 
She looks forward to being able to 
offer dresses in a variety of colors, 
styles, and sizes and is excited about 
coordinating the community give-
away event this fall. Samantha is 
grateful for the generosity of donors 
and for those who help create 
awareness about the opportunity to 
give and receive.
 
Teammate Mike Marjama shared, 
“Every job Samantha has ever had 
was centered around people. She 
has a magnetism that draws people 
in. It is contagious! She loves people 
and looks for ways to serve them.”
 
Samantha is proud and humbled by 
the countless families she has been 
able to serve as a REALTOR®. She 
is grateful for the organic referrals 
she receives from satisfied clients 
and families she has met simply 
while being a mother.
 

“When one door closes, another 
opens,” smiled Samantha. “There 
are always ways to grow, improve, 
and serve. Neither success nor 
a career are defined by one 
moment, one year, one season, 
one deal, or one partnership. We 
experience unique things that 
help us grow and progress. We 
can evolve into an even better 
version of ourselves as people and 
as professionals when we stop 
allowing experiences to define us 
and simply allow them to refine 
us as we improve our perspective, 
our service, and our business.”

I LOVE THE FAMILY WE HAVE 

CREATED. I ENJOY SELLING A 

HOUSE BECAUSE OF WHAT THAT 

MEANS FOR THE FAMILIES OF 

THE BUYER AND THE SELLER.
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www.premierehomestagingllc.com  |  916.300.0402
Preparing your home to standout in the Real Estate Market

Sacramento’s Premiere Home Staging Company
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Overhead Door Company  
of Sacramento , Inc. 

(916) 421-3747 
 

“Don’t Be Fooled By Our Competitors. Look For The Ribbon!” 

 

$20.00 off 

www.OHDSAC.com 
Any Service/Installation Only. Valid           
at time of Service/Installation Only.                               

TM 

“The Largest Selection of Garage Doors in Northern California Since 1953” 

Sales * Installation * Service 
Residential * Commercial * Garage Doors * Operators 
Free Estimates * Installed & Serviced by Professionals 

We service all 
BRANDS  

6756 Franklin Blvd. 
Sacramento, CA 95823 
 

Showroom Hours: Mon-Fri 8AM-5PM   Sat: 9AM-12PM                                                     LIC #355325

AGENT REFERRAL                                      FEE: $500.00

916.205.3745
wolffconstruction.com

VIEW SOME OF OUR PROJECTS!
      @wolffconstruction       @wolff construction

Photo by Nicole Dianne Photography

LICENSED & INSURED  //  CSLB LICENSE 1056036

Built with Integrity.

Specializing in residential
makeovers from kitchens to

bathrooms and additions, we can
turn your dreams into reality.

I work with Matthew and his team regularly, multiple times a month and couldn't be happier 
with the services he provides. He is always very professional, punctual, and responsive. 

Working with him has been smooth and easy every step of the way! His work is professional 
quality and always consistent. I would definitely recommend Dynamic Cinema Productions 

to anyone looking for professional photography and/or video production.
Sabrina Khal - Project Manager

SERVIC ES :  

530-417-6170  |  DynamicCinemaProductions.com/real-estate

HIGH QUALITY STORY TELLING

PHOTOGRAPHY & AERIAL  •  VIDEO TOURS  •  3D MATTERPORT AND 2D FLOOR PLANS
BUSINESS COMMERCIALS  •  PORTRAITS  •  WEDDINGS & EVENTS  •  TOURISM AND MORE 

Matthew Walter
Founder / Creative Director

One-Stop Local Shop

Personalized Gift Baskets
& Products for Closing Gifts

Front Door Mats ● Engraved Cutting Board
Utensils ● Coasters ● Shirts ● Aprons 

 Dish Towels ● Wine Boxes
...just a few of our amazing line of 

products we can customize. 

Rosanne Kellogg
(916) 367-3090
SEASONS-CHANGE.COM
rkellogg@seasons-change.com

4.3
4.0
3.9
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&
partner spotlight

LAURA NEUMAN

The Full Package

By Chris Menezes

Photos by Olha Melokhina Photography

Laura Neuman has the best of both brains. She 
has spent her entire life cultivating both her 
technical left and creative right sides. Although 
it took some time for her to discover the perfect 
place to bring them together, when she did, a 
whole new world opened to her.
 
For 20 years now, Laura has thrived as a full-ser-
vice interior designer. And though it was a 
perfect fit for her personality and skillsets when 
she first started, she is having more fun today, 
running her company, PepperJack Interiors, than 
she ever has before.
 
“I enjoyed my early design career, but I am now 
able to bring years of experience, more world 
travel, education, and professional connections 
into my design process,” said Laura. “My designs 
and clients benefit from a seasoned approach to 
curating interiors that references world travels, 
history, art, and different cultures.”
 

PepperJack Interiors

Laura’s approach to her profession can best be described 
as practical, pragmatic, and prodigious. She didn’t grow up 
rearranging her room and watching HGTV. She grew up in 
Colorado, going to art galleries, museums and doing crafts 
with her mother, a professional artist and entrepreneur. 
Her father was an engineer and woodworker – he and 
Laura’s grandfather built the house she grew up in.
 
“We lived in a very hands-on environment,” Laura said. 
“We sewed our own clothes and there was always wood-
working going on. It gave me a real appreciation for both 
the technical aspects of engineering and the inspirational, 
creative side of art and entrepreneurship.” 
 
Laura came to California to attend Stanford University, 
where she earned her degree in Engineering. She took a 
good paying engineering job out of college with a manufac-
turing company and though she only planned to be there for 
a couple years, she ended up staying for much longer. After 
four years of working in the engineering department, how-
ever, she noticed that the marketing department was where 
all the fun was happening, and she made a lateral move.
 
She spent the next 10-15 years in marketing and com-
munications, using her creative prowess and business 
acumen. “I think if I hadn’t spent that time in market-
ing, I would not be as good of a designer as I am today,” 
she said. “It made me a better listener, researcher, and 

cultivated my ability to take 
a person’s ideas/vision and cre-
ate something that told a story. 
And that’s essentially what I 
do with my clients today – I’m 
telling their story in a way that 
is skillful and artful, displaying 
who they are as a person: their 
taste, style, and personality, 
while creating a pragmatic and 
functional living space at the 
same time.”
 
Laura fell backwards into 
interior design. She didn’t even 
know it was a career until she 
and her husband, Larry, built 
their first home. At the time, 
she also wanted to get out of 
her corporate job. Knowing that 
she was going to be jumping 
industries, she didn’t want to 
be blind going in. She left her 
job on a Friday and by that 
next Monday, she had started 
design school. 18 months later, 
she earned a second degree and 
jump-started her new career.
 
It was 2002 when Laura started 
PepperJack Interiors. She had 
a friend who owned a retail 
shop for home interiors. She 
allowed Laura to set up a desk 
in the store, where she could 
connect with potential clients 
and offer her services. After 
getting established with a few 
clients, she was later connected 
with another friend, who was 
an architect. 
 
“He heard what I was doing and 
recommended me to one of his 
builder clients,” she said. “That 
was about 15 years ago, and I still 
work with both of them, in addi-
tion to my homeowner clients.”
 

I’m telling their story in a 
way that is skillful and artful, 
displaying who they are as a 
person: their taste, style, and 
personality, while creating 
a pragmatic and functional 
living space at the same time.
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Dona L. Riolo, CPA
For ideal personal and
business financial planning, 
contact us today!

(916) 771-4134

Help�g y� g�
peace of m�d.

TO HELP END MODERN-DAY SLAVERY.

SINCE 2016, N2 HAS DONATED

Visit n2gives.com to learn
more about our fight.

Thanks to the businesses within these pages, our local publishers, and readers like YOU, we’re able to break the chains of this horrible reality.

Did you know there are more victims held against their
will today than ever before? That’s why The N2 Company ―
the organization behind this publication and hundreds like
it ― is financially committed to end human trafficking.

FOR EVERY AD SOLD, N2 DONATES 
ENOUGH MONEY TO FREE TWO 
SLAVES FROM CAPTIVITY.

A GIVING PROGRAM BY

By working both sides of the 
industry, Laura established 
PepperJack Interiors to be a 
full-service interior design 
company, offering everything 
from pre-build design to post-
build, from just kitchen or bath 
to whole home, whether it’s 
designing floor plans, choosing 
light fixtures and tile, or helping 
a potential homeowner envision 
where they can place their fur-
niture or what their new home 
could look like after a little love, 
care, and attention.
 

When it comes to working with 
real estate agents, Laura loves 
being introduced to clients as 
a trusted ally of the real estate 
agent, someone who can connect 
them with resources in the area, 
for when they may need to refur-
nish, remodel or renovate.
 
“I know that sometimes the need 
to have work done in a home 
can be an obstacle to closing a 
sale,” she said. “That’s where I 
can step in and help. I take great 
care to continue the relationship 

the REALTOR® has cultivated, so the 
post-sale process remains good. Both the 
REALTOR® and I gain from a satisfied 
client now but one who might be a repeat 
in the future.”
 
Laura is always looking to grow her 
business, not in size but in depth. She 
recently moved into a new studio space 
in downtown Loomis with two employ-
ees and wants to be the best business out 
there, to be more efficient and to have 
more fun doing what she loves.
 
When she isn’t working, Laura loves 
spending time with her husband of 30 
years, Larry, and their three grown kids 
(when they can all get together). She 
is a voracious reader and has been in 
the same book club for over 12 years. 
Perhaps her favorite way to relax though 
is walking the local pastures and visiting 
the barns that are filled with horses, 
donkeys, emus, and buffalo. 

 
To contact Laura or to learn more 
about PepperJack Interiors, visit 
pepperjackinteriors.com.
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star on 
the rise

Jaydee
M eet Jaydee Sheppard with Gateway 

Properties. Jaydee transitioned 
from a stay-at-home mom of 24 years 
to taking the real estate world by storm. 
With a big heart and a lot of empathy, 
Jaydee gives her clients a great customer 
experience. Jaydee is happiest when she 
is serving other people. She explains, 
“As a mom, as a real estate professional, 
or in any other area of my life, you will 
find me working hard to make someone 
else look good. It has been so validating 
to go into the workplace after being a 
stay-at-home mom for 24 years and have 
so much instant success. It’s like the 

universe is telling me that what I 
have been offering my whole life 
through service is a really valuable 
and desirable thing.” 

What has been the most rewarding 
aspect of your business?
The most rewarding aspect of my 
business is on closing day when 
I know that I saved my client 
money and stress. Sometimes, I 
know that I was able to just simply 
keep a deal together through my 
negotiation and problem-solving 
skills. Often times deals seem like 

they WANT to fall apart. Preventing 
that and helping the client feel good 
about the transaction usually makes 
for a pretty good feeling. By Closing 
Day, the client usually doesn’t know 
everything I did for them throughout 
the transaction. But, I know. That is 
SO satisfying!

How does real estate fit into your 
dreams and goals?
Real estate is making the things that 
I want most in life happen. That is 
being able to spend time with my 
family. It’s funny because I was a 
stay-at-home mom for 24 years so 
I could be with my kids. Now I am 
a working mom with the same goal. 
I want to spend time with my kids, 
only now they are in a million differ-
ent directions! The money I make in 
real estate helps me be able to spend 
more quality time with my family in 
so many ways that I can’t count them 
all. We can take vacations. I can fly 
home with my college kids or fly 
out to see them. I can help support 
different functions and organiza-
tions my family is involved with. It 
has been such a blessing! We have 
also been able to take advantage of 
being real estate owners. We have 
owned several homes, and made 
investments into apartments, mini 
storages and real estate businesses. 
Real Estate has helped us create a 
financially stable life for ourselves. I 
believe in what real estate can do for 
every person, which helps me work 
harder for my clients.

What is your favorite part of being 
a REALTOR®?
Hands down I love the people! I love 
my clients and I love the people on 
my team. I have developed some 
very sincere friendships that I 
wouldn’t have right now if I wasn’t 
working where I was. I love being 
able to serve my team and my clients 
too! I just simply love and appreci-
ate the relationships I have made 
through real estate so much!

How do you define success?
Success is being able to inspire and 
help others. I want everyone who 
meets me to feel valued and heard. 
If I can help them get one step closer 
to their dreams, that is even better! I 
feel like my success in life is irrevo-
cably tied to how I serve others.

Did you see yourself becoming this 
successful when you first began 
your career? Please explain.
When I started out I thought, “I’d 
like to be able to pay for a trip to 
Disneyland for my family once a 
year. That would be awesome!” But, 
then I just put my head down and got 
to work. By the time I looked back 
up again, I had no idea how success-
ful I had become at this! It was hum-
bling in a big way. It also proved to 
me that focusing on having a really 
exceptional process focused on cus-
tomer service really could produce a 
good product, the product being my 
agent production stats. I never really 
thought too much about 
my production stats.

To what would 
you attribute 
your rapid 
success in the 
industry?
I have an excel-
lent mentor in 
Julee Patterson, 
my broker. Our 
team at Gateway is so 
supportive and we help 

each other all the time. Because my 
team is full of some of the most bril-
liant minds in real estate in Northern 
California, my clients always get the 
best because they aren’t just getting 
my brain. They are getting all of our 
experience, great ideas, opinions 
on the market, marketing ideas, 
etc. That has been such a boon to 
my clients! I have also found other 
mentors through Podcasts, my Tom 
Ferry Coach, David Caldwell, and 
authors from the many books I read. 
I want to always be better and I have 
so many people around me helping 
me to do just that. My family has also 
been such a great group of cheer-
leaders. My husband, Logan, has 
guided me into the business world 
and made that transition a lot easier. 
He always has so much advice. My 
kids are all ready to give me ideas, 
help me get homes “Show Ready,” 
and celebrate with me on all the 
exciting milestones.

What advice or recommendations 
would you give to agents just 
starting out?
Find a mentor. I binged a podcast 
I loved called “Mastering your 
Marketing” with Paige Schulte the 
first month I was in real estate. She 
was my first real estate mentor. I 
did everything she said to do. When 
I didn’t know what she was talking 
about, I spent the day researching 
the topic. She showed me what I 
didn’t know, but that I needed to 

know. A good mentor leads 
to other good mentors. 

From Paige, I was 
able to identify 

the kind of 
agent I wanted 
to be which 
ultimately lead 
me to Julee 

Patterson. Julee 
helped me identify 

my strengths and 
good ideas. She has 

been a pivotal person in 
my life!

SHEPPARD

The Sheppard family in Lincoln, California 
(Catta Verdera) for their 25 anniversary.

Jaydee with her mentor and 
broker, Julee Patterson.

Tell us about your family.
I have been married to my husband, 
Logan, for 25 years and we have eight 
children together. We have two girls 
and six boys. We became first-time 
grandparents on March 6th! I have 
two married children, a son serving a 
Christian mission in Rwanda Africa, 
and another son in Cavite Philippines. 
My kids attend all the Twelve Bridges 
Schools. They are very involved with 
student government and golf teams. We 
love to travel, Disneyland, golfing, and 
our Aussiedoodle, Milo.

Are there any charities or organizations 
you support?
I serve on the board of Take Note 
Troupe, a non-profit organization 
helping youth in the area. They put on 
Shakespeare in the Park in the summer 
and soother performances throughout 
the year. I love this youth developmen-
tal organization because they focus on 
teaching happiness life skills through a 
set of values called Play Theory. I have 
seen a lot of great changes in the teens 
I have had the chance to work with that 
I really believe in the program! We are 
also very involved with our church and 
2 of our boys are serving missions in 
Rwanda and the Philippines.
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Cristi Rodda
916.428.4520
crodda@farmersagent.com
We Are Farmers

M A K I N G  S E N S E  O F  Y O U R
I N S U R A N C E  N E E D S

I am proud to serve the
Greater Sacramento area
as your local Farmers® agent.
I work to ensure that each
of my clients are educated
on your specific
coverage options.

CA Producer LIC 0E49486

We can get you headed in the 
direction of SOLD faster and for a 

higher return by simply staging it.

@lux.home.design luxhomedesign.net

(916) 947-8884

$150 OFF
JUST MENTION
SACRAMENTO

REAL PRODUCERS

Let’s get
your

listing
right!
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Do you have a 401k set up for employees?
Do you have 401k integrated with your payroll system?

Do you have a business need in Payroll
POS | Payments | Capital | CIS | E-commerce

(e-cart & ACH)?

CHERISE SUTTON
Controller and
Business Solutions
Consultant 
LIC #4125104

Schedule your free consultation today!
916.204.3223
financialpathconsulting.com
https://calendly.com/cherise-sutton

Let’s see if we can reduce costs, increase your bottom 
line and also make sure you are in compliance. CARPET CLEANING SERVICEALEX'S

Alex's Carpet 
Cleaning believes that a 
healthy home starts with clean 
carpets. We use a cleaning system 
that deep cleans your carpets, flushing 
the dirt and pollutants from the fibers with 
self-neutralizing cleaning solutions that are 
non-toxic, bio-degradable, leaving your carpets clean 
and fresh again. 

Commercial & Residential • Carpet Cleaning
Biodegradable Solutions • RX-20 Rotary Jet • 

Extractor •  Upholstery Cleaning • Tile & Grout 
Cleaning • Carpet Repairs • Carpet Re-Stretching • 

Stain & Smoke Removal • Pet Odor Control • 
Scotchguard Protector

RELIABLE

PROFESSIONAL

HONEST
     @alexscarpetcleaning

916-225-0038 

a l e x s c a r p e t c l e a n i n g s e r v i c e . c o m

Alex,
owner

• Auto • Home
• Commercial • Boat
• Classic Car • Condo
• Events • Flood
• Life • Motor Home
• Renters • RV
• Umbrella

916-833-6990
michael@tdmins.com  

CA License #0H05099

Call today for your FREE
No-Obligation Quote.

“I met Mike Colenzo when I first 
started my career while holding 
open houses and till this day he 
still hosts open houses with me. 
I can say he’s played a role in 
the success of my career by 
being the most genuine 
insurance broker to all my 
clients, and they continue to 
thank me for referring Mike to 
them due to the superior service he provides.
He treats every client like he would treat his own friends and family and 
always looks for their best interest.
He’s not your ordinary insurance broker, he’s the best…”
– Ahrash Zamanian EXP Icon Agent #kingoffolsomranch
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partner spotlight

CREATING SOMETHING DIFFERENT

By Chris Menezes

Photos by Nicole Sepulveda Photography

Jason formed Certified Home and 
Building Inspections seven years ago. 
He had just gotten together with his 
now wife, Dina Stockwell, a longtime 
local real estate agent, and the missing 
piece to all of Jason’s dreams – person-
ally and professionally.
 
“Between my wife, being an agent for 
almost 20 years, and myself having 
worked/started several of the other 
inspection companies in the area, we 
knew exactly what agents and buyers/
sellers wanted and needed when using an 
inspection company,” explained Jason.
 
“We give agents and 
buyers/sellers the com-
fort in knowing that 
when they call us, they 
will always receive 
the best inspectors in 
the industry, reports 
that were designed to 
be easy to read, the 
absolute best customer 
service, and a con-
struction crew that can 
handle any job from 
the smallest to the 
largest. All at prices 
that far and away beat 
our local competitors.”
 

When forming Certified Home and Building 
Inspections, Jason focused on developing sys-
tems of communications that ensured a smooth 
transaction and lifted customer service to a 
new level. Part of this system had to do with 
“overcommunicating” and designing a fully cus-
tomizable inspection report that was easy for 
agents and clients to read and understand.
 
The next part was to assemble a dream team 
of inspectors and staff. They have a fully 
licensed construction crew that can not only 
perform expert home and pest inspections 
but can go far above and beyond other com-
panies when it comes to general construc-
tion, whether doing small pest repair work 
or full remodels.
 

Jason Stockwell has been a central figure 

in the local home inspection industry for 

quite some time now. Since entering the 

business 18 years ago, he has worked 

for and helped build several of the 

businesses that are out there today. His 

tenure with other companies was not 

without a sense of purpose, however. 

He was always going to take what he 

learned – the good, the not so great, 

the things he liked and didn’t like – and 

launch an entirely new company, one that 

met every need he saw in the industry, 

not just for homebuyers but for real 

estate agents as well.

CERTIF IED 
HOME AND 
BUILDING 

INSPECTIONS
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Jason grew up working on homes and cars with 
his dad. It was a hobby they did together when his 
father wasn’t working. Jason loved working with 
his hands and knew early on that he wouldn’t be 
confined to an office. Before entering the home and 
pest inspection industry, he did underground elec-
trical work for an electrical company.
 
Nearly 20 years later, Jason is proud of the company 
and team he’s been able to assemble. “Our team 
consists of some of the greatest humans you’ll ever 
meet, who choose to go above and beyond for our cli-
ents every single day,” he said. “We may not be at the 
end of our goals yet, but I sure am enjoying the ride 
with this amazing team. They say that you are who 
you surround yourself with, and I can tell you that 
I truly feel blessed getting to surround myself with 
clients and a team that I look up to and get inspired 
by on a daily basis. You get what you give, and boy do 
we love giving this everything that we’ve got!”
 

When Jason isn’t working, he enjoys going on 
family vacations with wife and five kids. One of 
his missions for running his company is being 
able to give his children experiences he never 
had growing up. He feels the same way about his 
team members and clients, always striving to 
give them the best experiences possible.
 
“I don’t live to be an owner, I live to be a leader,” 
he said. “I love being able to guide these guys 
and give them something they never thought for 
themselves, and to lead by example. The cama-
raderie we have, making sure that our clients 
have the best experience possible is what truly 
makes this business special.”
 
For more information or to contact Jason and 

Certified Home and Building Inspections, visit 

www.Certifiedhbi.com.

Between my wife, being 

an agent for almost 20 

years, and myself having 

worked/started several 

of the other inspection 

companies in the area, 

WE KNEW EXACTLY WHAT 

AGENTS AND BUYERS/

SELLERS WANTED AND 

NEEDED WHEN IN AN 

INSPECTION COMPANY.
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Make A Difference
IN THE LIFE OF A LOCAL FOSTER CHILD, AT-RISK YOUTH, OR STRUGGLING FAMILY

VOLUNTEER TODAY!
Learn more at casaplacer.org  |  530-887-1006

Sherene Gray
NMLS #302159

Mobile 916.798.8026
sherene@pointequity.com

PointEquity.com/5StarTeam
925 Highland Pointe Dr. | Suite 330 | Roseville

Fast and accurate Pre-Approvals, available evenings and weekends.

Efficient 
Communicative 
Honest

NICOLESEPULVEDA.COM

A Photo Worth A �ousand Words
WEDDINGS  |  PORTRAITS  |  COMMERCIAL   |  EVENTS

GET IN TOUCH

Sacramento Real Producers Professional
Headshot O�cial Photographer
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Alicia Stearman
Branch Manager

NMLS #337154
10002 Foothills Blvd Suite 100

Roseville, CA 95747
O: 916-846-5241
C: 916-256-6486

Buying · Refinancing · Renovating

Here to give your clients 
the outstanding

 home loan experience they deserve.

aliciastearman.com

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

BNK-6611I-A

Deposits are FDIC-insured up to $2.5 million ($5 million for joint accounts of two or more people). Amounts that exceed the
program’s FDIC coverage limits will be removed from the program and invested in the Edward Jones Money Market Fund, unless
you opt instead to deposit such amounts in an Excess Bank as outlined in the program disclosure. More information about the
Insured Bank Deposit Program, including the program disclosure, is available from your financial advisor or at edwardjones.com/
bankdeposit. For more information about FDIC insurance, go to fdic.gov.

Protect your savings with FDIC
coverage up to $2.5 million
Our Insured Bank Deposit program o�ers the assurance of Federal
Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC) protection.

By using our Insured Bank Deposit program, you gain the 
convenience of having your FDIC-insured deposit and your 

investments on one statement. This can mean less paperwork and 
help ensure everything is working together to support your overall 

financial strategy.

Jon Benecke , AAMS™, CRPS™
Financial Advisor
1259 Pleasant Grove Blvd
Suite 150
Roseville, CA 95678
916-865-4616

HallwayStaging.com |     Check Out Our Projects on Facebook

Let us set the stage
for your listings!

916.500.2206   

Attract more buyers 
and get higher offers.

10% OFF AND $100 REFERRAL BONUS
when you mention Sacramento REAL Producers
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(916) 833-1379   |  goodlifeconstruction.com   |  Licensed, Bonded and Insured

WE’LL HANDLE 
THE REMODEL 
SO YOU CAN 
CLOSE THE DEAL
Remodel outdated and unappealing 
features at a competitive price and turn 
any home into your dream home!

“Here at Good Life, we are 
committed to providing only the 

best value for your dollar, without 
compromising on quality and 
integrity. We do not fall short 

on delivery and complete every 
project to the highest standard.”

- Dmitriy Tupikov, CEO

License#: 979670-B

Providing the highest quality of work and excellent
customer service for you and your buyers in:

More Before  
& Afters Here

• Kitchen & Bathroom remodels
• Siding repair & install
• Deck construction & repair
• Patios and awnings
• Windows and doors

• Tile installation
• General home improvement
• Additions
• Dry rot & termite repair

Order
Online

Inspections & Estimates

Certifications & Warranties

Repairs & Replacements

Residential & Commercial

Pitched & Flat Roofs

916-222-6688

THE BEST SOURCE FOR FAST AND
ACCURATE ROOF INSPECTIONS

SPECIALIZING IN FULL SERVICE CONCIERGE MOVES
Scan here to see what

our clients have to say!

Sacramento's Premier Home Organizing Company

Serving the Greater Sacramento Region
     @homemethodco  •  916.234.3975 Referral Bonuses Paid

© 2021 The Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company. All rights reserved. 720 East Wisconsin Avenue, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53202-4797 - (414) 271-1444.
Northwestern Mutual is the marketing name for The Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company (NM) (life and disability Insurance, annuities, and life insurance with long-term care bene�ts) and its 
subsidiaries, including Northwestern Long Term Care Insurance Company (NLTC) (long-term care insurance), Northwestern Mutual Investment Services, LLC (NMIS) (investment brokerage services), a 
registered investment adviser, broker-dealer, and member of FINRA and SIPC, and Northwestern Mutual Wealth Management Company® (NMWMC) (investment advisory and trust services), a federal 
savings bank. NM and its subsidiaries are in Milwaukee, WI.
Jacob LaFond is an Insurance Agent of NM and NLTC. Investment brokerage services provided as a Registered Representative of NMIS. Investment advisory services provided as an Advisor of NMWMC.
The products and services referenced are o�ered and sold only by appropriately appointed and licensed entities and �nancial advisors and representatives. Financial advisors and representatives and their 
sta� might not represent all entities shown or provide all the products or services discussed on this website. Not all products and services are available in all states. Not all Northwestern Mutual 
representatives are advisors. Only those representatives with "Advisor" in their title or who otherwise disclose their status as an advisor of NMWMC are credentialed as NMWMC representatives to provide 
investment advisory services.
Depending on the products and/or services being recommended or considered, refer to the appropriate disclosure brochure for important information on the Northwestern Mutual Wealth Management 
Company, its services, fees and con�icts of interest before investing. To obtain a copy of one or more of these brochures, contact your representative.
Jacob LaFond is primarily licensed in CA and may be licensed in other states.

Reduce Investing Fears, Using Asset Allocation
What is it Asset Allocation: All investments carry some level of risk, asset allocation 

spreads your investments across various asset classes. This means, you won’t have all 
top performers all the time, but you also wont have all the worst performers either! This 

cuts down on some of the emotions people feel when the markets go up and down.
 Three steps to get started: 

• Define your goals (Purpose of the investment)
• How much time (Time Horizon)

• Define tolerance for risk
 Over time these needs will change.

Consult with an advisor on a regular basis!

Jake M. LaFond Financial Advisor
CA License: #0H39908
916-218-4406 • jakelafond.nm.com
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916-402-4486 | mercedesthetc.com

A real estate transaction coordinator (TC) is 
far more than a paper pusher or key puncher. 
We’re an integral partner helping facilitate the 

ever changing complexities of real estate. With 
extensive knowledge and continued education, 
we ensure your file is complete and compliant.

A Commitment To Your Success

Partnering with Mercedes is knowing that your 
transactions are in the care and guidance of a 

trusted and experienced real estate professional. 
Leveraging her expertise, knowledge, savvy and 

care will allow you to increase your daily 
productivity and peace of mind.

FOR CURRENT PRICING OR TO GET STARTED, 
CLICK OR CALL TODAY:

With 10+ years in customer service, currently 
providing service to 24 brokerages and over 85 

agents, Mercedes has an ever increasing record 
of helping real estate professionals successfully 

close countless transactions year after year.

ChucksSeptic.com

Our Technicians Are Standing By.
Call Now! 888-8-CHUCKS (824-8257) 

Septic Inspections of Rural Properties.
Pumping, Inspections, and Repairs. 

Septic Inspections of Rural Properties.
Pumping, Inspections, and Repairs. 

Placer, Sacramento, & el Dorado Counties.

Trusted Since 1968.

Skate into Homeownership with
the Lucia Lending Team

Our way 
is the 

FAIR WAY.

NICHOLAS M. LUCIA
Certified Mortgage Planner

NMLS# 489401
Fairway Mortgage 

 NMLS# 2289

 3400 Douglas Blvd., Suite 260,
Roseville, CA 95661

916-730-6339
nick.lucia@fairwaymc.com

www.lucialendingteam.com 
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cover story

A Champion        for Elk Grove

By Chris Menezes

Photos and Cover Photo by: 
Olha Melokhina Photography R

achael Bauer is in it to win 
it. A former Division I soc-
cer player at University of 
California, Santa Barbara, 
and junior Olympics runner, 

she has applied her tenacious work 
ethic and passion for her hometown, 
Elk Grove, to build The Johnson & 
Bauer Real Estate Group with her 
business partner, Diane Johnson, in 
six years.
 
The Elk Grove community sits at the 
heart of Rachael’s business. She grew 
up here and was instilled with a sense 
of connection to the town. Her mother 
was a local dentist, and her father was 
an attorney, both of whom ran their 
own practices and knew almost every-
one in town. 
 
“I was raised to see how amazing it is 
to have great relationships with tons 
of people,” Rachael said. “It was how 
my mom was successful, and it was 
what I wanted to do.”
 
Like her parents, Rachael was a high 
achiever growing up. She had a 4.25 
GPA and earned a soccer scholarship 
at UCSB, where she was a two-year 
captain and a three-time First Team 
All-League Big West player. After earn-
ing her degree in biological sciences, 
she earned a teaching credential in 
chemistry and returned to Elk Grove to 
teach high school and coach soccer.
 
“I never thought I’d return to Elk 
Grove, but I loved coming back 
because I loved growing up here,” she 
said. “I loved going to the pizza parlor 
and being in a place where everyone 
seemed to know each other – or knew 
my mom at least.” 
 
After six years of teaching, Rachael 
sought a career with a more recip-
rocal relationship to how hard she 
worked and the success that came 
from it. As an athlete, she was used to 
those kinds of linear results. But as a 
teacher, she realized there were too 
many variables to her success. 
 

RACHAEL

BAUER
At the time, Rachael had a high 
school friend who was succeeding 
in real estate. Although Rachael 
was hesitant to pursue it, believ-
ing she wasn’t a salesperson, her 
friend encouraged her to take the 
plunge. She withdrew $10,000 
from her 401K, removing the 
safety nets and giving herself no 
choice but to succeed.
 
“I started in commercial real estate 
and was super motivated because 
I thought it was more competitive. 
But it was way slower paced and 

after the first few months, I thought 
this was terrible. There was no struc-
ture,” she said.
 
Then, she met her business partner. 
Rachael knew Diane from childhood. 
She grew up with Diane’s kids and 
recalled Diane and her husband always 
being involved with their sports and 
in the community. Diane entered real 
estate in 2005 when Rachael gradu-
ated high school. When they met up in 
2017, Diane could see that Rachael was 
highly motivated and held the same 
ideals as she did.
 

The Bauer family.
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“The reason we ended up 
working as partners is 
because we run things simi-
larly – we are both commu-
nity driven and are always 
thinking about how can give 
back. We want to educate 
our clients, not sell them,” 
Rachael said.
 
As Rachael had no interest 
in cold-calling, she decided 
to build her business by 
developing relationships. She 
compiled a database of every-
one she knew and sent cards. 
She created an e-newsletter 
and a physical one to mail, 
and attended open houses 
to meet people in person. As 
she kept cultivating these 
relationships, her business 
grew with referrals.
 
Rachael’s chemistry back-
ground also gave her a 
unique set of skills: the 
ability to think systemically 
and strategically. As she and 
Diane began building The 
Johnson & Bauer Real Estate 
Group with Keller Williams, 
she developed systems for 
their business to run more 
efficiently and grow. By 2021, 

Rachael and Diane’s team had become one of Real Trends 
top 1.5% teams in the US.
 
In addition to Rachael and Diane, The Johnson & Bauer 
Real Estate Group includes three agents and an executive 
assistant, as well as a virtual assistant. Rachael is passionate 
about creating a highly productive and efficient team and 
is always coming up with innovative ideas to improve their 
processes. She holds individual meetings with agents and is 
constantly striving to improve her systems and spreadsheets.
 
Rachael and Diane remain heavily involved in their 
community. Rachael is on the board of Chicks in Crises, 
and they hold regular client appreciation events, throw 
fundraisers, and donate a portion of each transaction to 
a non-profit of the client’s choice. They do a food drive 
every year at a local brewery, and often conduct events 
at Diane’s 100-acre farm in Wilton, such as the Denim & 

Diamonds event they put 
on for the End of Watch 
(which supports first 
responders), in Dolly 
Parton fashion.
 
While Rachael is very 
passionate about what she 
does and tends to work a 
lot, she is very conscious 
about burning out and 
makes an effort to not 
neglect her personal life. 
She loves working out, 
and prior to having her 
two kids, Lexi Jaymes and 
Jake, she was still playing 
soccer on several differ-
ent teams. She also loves 
entertaining friends and 
family, and going out for 
wine tastings and beers at 
local breweries.
 
“My husband has told me 
I need hobbies,” she said, 
laughing. “He is still des-
perately trying to get me 
to like golf, and it hasn’t 
quite happened yet. But if 
I can have a drink in my 
hand and a cute outfit, 
I’m there!”
 

The reason 
we ended up 
working as 
partners is 
because we run 
things similarly 
– we are both 
community 
driven and are 
always thinking 
about how can 
give back. 

WE WANT TO 
EDUCATE OUR 
CLIENTS, NOT 
SELL THEM.

J&B Team
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Matthew Cole

West Shore Mortgage is a DBA of Capitol City Real Estate
This is not a commitment to make a loan. Loans are subject to borrower qualifications, including income, property evaluation and final credit approval. Approvals are subject to 

underwriting guidelines, interest rates, and program guidelines, and are subject to change without notice based on applicant’s eligibility and market conditions. United Wholesale 
Lending is an Equal Opportunity Lender and an Equal Housing Lender. NMLS 253083

 "Matthew is non-replaceable, knowledgeable and consistent in his approach to mortgage. 
He has always been on time with his commitments and has a deep understanding of the 

lending process. Matthew and his team are professional responsive and dedicated to deliver-
ing exceptional service. Highly recommend Matthew Cole and his team for anyone seeking a 

smooth and stress-free lending experience." -Reese Punter, Prime Real Estate

NMLS: #633188

Top 1% Purchase Mortgage Loan Originator

Wholesale mortgage broker with internet rates and extremely fast 
turn times. We do the pre-approval right so there is no mistakes!

530-682-4092
matthew.cole@westshoremtg.com
ilendsac.com

HAVE A DIFFICULT TO
APPROVE BUYER?

Please reach out and allow me an opportunity to 
give it a 2nd look at life and search outside the 

box to try and help your buyers to become home 
owners. We pay our buyers appraisals upfront!

From the soccer fields to the 
real estate business, Rachael 
has consistently shown her 
passion for her hometown of 
Elk Grove and her tenacity 
for success. She has built The 
Johnson and Bauer Group 
to be a thriving success and 
instrument for change in the 
community. She proves that 
even though you might not 
get a hole-in-one in golf, you 
can still make a hole-in-one in 
life. Cheers to that!




