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The Mid-South's leader in client-focused,
innovative closing solutions.

Saddle Creek Title, LLC

775 Ridge Lake Blvd. Suite 105,

Memphis, TN 38120

Phone: (901) 753-1600

Neal Hanna
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This section has been created to give you easier access when searching for a trusted real estate affiliate. 

Take a minute to familiarize yourself with the businesses sponsoring your magazine. These local businesses 

are proud to partner with you and make this magazine possible. Please support these businesses and thank 

them for supporting the REALTOR® community!

CLEANING: RESIDENTIAL 

& COMMERCIAL

Holmes Clutch Cleaning, LLC
Gary Holmes
(901) 864-1239

CLOSING - TITLE 

& ESCROW

EDCO Title & Closing Co
Carrie Lacher
(901) 558-6299

Guardian Title, LLC
Jason Lashlee
(662) 262-1800

Harkavy Shainberg 
Kaplan PLC
Jeremiah McGuire
(901) 494-1622

Hodges Law Firm, PLLC
Rees Hodges
(901) 238-8960

Home Surety Title 
& Escrow, LLC
Jeff McEvoy
(901) 737-2100

Medlock Title & Escrow, LLC
Sophie Anderson
(901) 436-1414
www.medlocktile.com

CLOSING GIFTS

Cutco Closing Gifts
Ben Cunningham
(318) 364-7046

GRANITE, MARBLE, 

& QUARTZ

D & H Designs
David Salazar
(404) 556-5710

HARDWOOD FLOORING

Bonafide Flooring 
Solutions, Inc.
Daniel Gardeazabal
(901) 331-8809

HOME INSPECTION

National Property Inspection
Derek Groves
(901) 497-0943

Wilson Home Inspections
Colin Wilson
(901) 461-9417

HOME WARRANTY

First American 
Home Warranty
Seth Lacher
(901) 282-6273

HVAC SERVICES

Brimhall Maintenance 
Services, LLC
Matt Brimhall
(901) 550-4845

Crowe Services-HVAC
(901) 413-5361
www.crowehvac.com

INSURANCE

Farmers Insurance
Mathew Fields
(901) 250-3680

State Farm Insurance 
- Joe A. Sarrio
(901) 853-0831

INSURANCE - MISSISSIPPI

Alfa Insurance
(662) 893-0928
www.alfainsurance.com/
alleyejlali

INSURANCE: AUTO/

HOME/LIFE

Lovelace Allstate Insurance
Rod Lovelace
(901) 853-5442

MORTGAGE LENDER

Cardinal Financial
Ashley Koon
(901) 277-798

CrossCountry Mortgage
Phillip Hankins
(901) 826-5068

First Citizens National Bank
Bob Zacher
(901) 489-1217

Mortgage Investors Group
Mike Means
(615) 559-9223 

Orion Financial Credit Union
Courtney Griesenhauer
(702) 885-5083

Saddle Creek Title
Neal Hanna
(901) 218-3647

Stockton Mortgage
Kyle Porter
(901) 431-6010
www.stockton.com

Stockton Mortgage
John Brawner
(901) 832-5519

SWBC
Shelley Dunn
(901) 870-1107
www.shelleydunn.com

The Karlton Govan 
Lending Team
Karlton E Govan
(901) 233-1243
TheKarltonGovanTeam.com

MOVING &  

RELOCATION SPECIALIST

Armstrong Relocation
Tom Allmon
(901) 848-0863

Big League Movers
(901) 881-5581 

Black Tie Moving
Scott Caulk
(901) 218-5358

NEW HOME BUILDERS

Skylake Construction
Lynda Edwards
(662) 429-9900
1361 Nesbit Dr
Nesbit, TN 38651

ORGANIZING / 

DECLUTTERING

Springer Sisters
(901) 355-7119

Trazo
(901) 257-9484
www.trazo-design.com

PHOTOGRAPHY/ 

BRANDING

Tracey Simpson Photography
Tracey Simpson
(901) 482-8027

PHOTOGRAPHY:FAMILY/

HS SENIORS/HEADSHOTS

Faydra Foster Photography
(901) 413-2028

PROPERTY MGT & CASH 

HOME BUYER/INVESTOR

Foundation Property 
Management, LLC
James Wachob
(901) 633-2331
ibuyyourhouse.com

REAL ESTATE 

PHOTOGRAPHY/VIDEOS

Beck Digital Media
(901) 485-4583

Lensman Real Estate 
Photography
Michael Berry
(972) 814-1937

Pic This House
Keenan Greer
(901) 230-7733

www.lensmanphoto.com

972-814-1937

michael.berry@lensmanphoto.com

Honest Relationships. High-Quality Media.
A package for every listing.

PHOTOGRAPHY | VIDEO | AERIALS | TOURS

REALTORS® enjoy:
• Full service on every transaction
• Online or App-based Net Sheet Calculator
   and Closing Costs Estimator
• Timely and accurate title commitments
• Superior communication
• Knowledgeable and professional staff
• Contract upload capability, email, or drop off

6080 Getwell Road | Suite 300 | Southaven, MS 38672
662-262-1800  |  guardiantitle.net  |  office@guardiantitle.net

PRECISE NUMBERS
PRECISELY WHEN 
YOU NEED THEM!

Create custom Seller Net 
Sheets, Buyer Estimates 
and Re�nance Estimates 

online or in print with 
our quote calculator. 

Then easily submit your 
order with just one click!

Contact us for a
complimentary
quote!

Commercial & Residential Services
Move-Ins/Outs | Floor Services | Upholstery Cleaning

COVID Defogging | Window Cleaning & More!

Wh�e Qu��y C�� F��!

Gary Holmes Jr. - Owner
901-864-1239

holmesclutchcleaning@gmail.com
HolmesClutchCleaning.com

      @holmesclutch
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Jeff White 
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Tracey Simpson
Photographer

Michael Berry 
Photographer

Meagan Bailey
Project Coordinator

Molly Cobane
Writer/ 

Client Relations Specialist

Faydra Foster 
Photographer

If you are interested in contributing or nominating REALTORS® for certain stories, 
please email us at Jeff.White@RealProducersMag.com

DISCLAIMER: Any articles included in this publication and/or opinions expressed therein do not necessarily reflect the views of The N2 Company d/b/a Real Producers but remain 
solely those of the author(s). The paid advertisements contained within the Memphis Real Producers magazine are not endorsed or recommended by The N2 Company or the 
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SWBC Mortgage Corporation, NMLS #9741, check licensing at www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org. Loans subject to credit and property approval, 
restrictions and conditions may apply. Not all loan programs or loan amounts available in all areas. Programs and guidelines subject to 
change without notice. Corporate o�ce: 9311 San Pedro Ave., Ste. 100, San Antonio, TX 78216. © 2023 SWBC. All rights reserved.

Whether you’re buying your first home, moving up, or
down-sizing, I focus on helping you get the right loan product
for your particular situation. Contact me today to learn more

about the variety of loan products we have to o�er.

SHELLEY DUNN
Producing Branch Manager | NMLS #185241

901.870.1107
Email: shelley.dunn@swbc.com
Web: shelleydunn.com
7145 Swinnea Rd, Suite 1, Southaven, MS 38671

CALL NOW

Mathew Fields, CLCS
Insurance and Financial | Services Agent
Fields Agency, LLC

2024 Exeter Rd. Ste 2
Germantown, TN 38138
(901) 250-3680
rfields@farmersagent.com 

Financial Service
Specialist

Financial Service
Specialist

W E L C O M E  T O

publisher’s note

Welcome to the July edition of 
MEMPHIS REAL PRODUCERS, 
where we tell the REAL stories 
of the REAL PRODUCERS in 

our local real estate community, 
to inspire us to KNOW ONE 

ANOTHER BETTER. We 
believe that doing business in 
the real estate industry is not 

just about transactions; it’s 
about connecting with people 

you know, like, and trust!

In these vibrant pages, you’ll discover 
stories that showcase the joy and thrill 

of working with familiar faces. From 
heartwarming success stories to valu-

able insights from seasoned profession-
als, we bring you a treasure trove of 

knowledge and inspiration.

Real estate is all about building com-
munities, and what better way to foster 

that spirit than by collaborating with 
trusted partners? Whether it’s finding 

the perfect home, sealing a deal, or 
forging powerful partnerships with 
affiliates that will ally with you, we 
firmly believe that building relation-

ships is the key to success.

As you read through these pages, 
we hope you will be inspired by the 

stories you read and will find ways to 
connect with those we have featured. 
As always, we welcome nominations 

for feature stories, so feel free to reach 
out to me with names of those you 

would love to read more about!

Happy reading and here’s to a future 
filled with prosperous partnerships!

JU LY !

POW
ERFUL

CONFIDENT

APPROACHABLE

@faydrafosterphotography

WHAT DOES YOUR HEADSHOT SAY ABOUT YOU?

Give Memphis' 
Premier Real 
Estate Branding 
Photographer 
a call today 
to schedule 
your next 
photo session!

(901) 413-2028
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D&H Designs
David and Haycha Salazar are the 
owners of D&H Designs, a cabinet 
and granite shop that is also one 
of our Preferred Partners at Real 
Producers! Over the past eight 
years, David and Haycha have 
dedicated much time and energy 
into building the kind of business 
that puts its whole heart into both 
its work and the community it 
serves. The company has since 
been recognized by box stores for 
its successful program.

David was born in Cuba and 
moved to California when he was 
13 years old. Haycha was born 
in Brazil and moved to Georgia 
when she was 14. The two have 
been married for 15 years and 
have worked together since they 
met. Haycha’s dream was to help 
immigrants like herself in the area 
of immigration law. So, after earn-
ing a bachelor’s degree in Legal 
Studies, she became a paralegal, 
which she did until she and David 
became business owners. 

“When David decided to open 
our own business, I was working 
for FedEx Headquarters, and he 
requested me to quit and help 
with building our future. This 
was a very scary ride. Especially 
at that time. We had two small 
kids, and they were both in pri-
vate schools.” 

The couple opened their shop, 
D&H Designs, in 2014. They 

started small, but have grown a lot 
since then! The business expanded 
to include cabinets in 2019 and 
now serves a large client base. To 
name a few, they work with sev-
eral box stores, real estate agents, 
walk-ins, contractors, designers, 
and remodeling companies. 

An important part of the success 
of their company comes from the 
people they have met along the 
way. When they first started out, 
things didn’t always come easily. 
Forming relationships with 
clients takes time. Fortunately, 
David and Haycha played the 
long game. They didn’t give up 
when they faced obstacles; they 
used them as stepping stools. 

“Being a small/new business in a 
small city like Memphis, takes a 
lot of trust/loyalty from people/

companies/real estate agents 
we do business with. A lot of the 
builders/real estate agents have 
been using their companies for 
many years, so being small/new 
to the business is very scary and 
hard. So, we can say that we had to 
overcome getting lots of ‘no’ every 
day. The word ‘no’ can be very 
hard to overcome, so we found 
new ways to get new business 
by driving a 3-4 hour radius to 
survive, to make it. So, we can say 
that D&H Designs Inc. is a Tri-
State company because we had to 
learn that ‘no’ was not bad to us, 
but it just made us stronger.”

“We would like everyone to know 
that the sun shines for every-
body, so do not let go of your 
chances. Make the best of what 
you’ve got and don’t give up!”

In the future, D&H Designs is 
excited to connect with more 
real estate professionals. They 
recognize that a REALTOR® 
is the heart of a community 
because finding dream homes 
for families is such an important 
job. With that in mind, the com-
pany wants to be more involved 
in that process, as well as the 
community at large.

David and Haycha’s teamwork 
at home is just as important as 
it is at work. They have three 
boys. Their oldest, Matthew, 
is an incoming freshman at 

B R I N G I N G  Y O U R  V I S I O N  T O  L I F E

By Cassie Teeter | Photos by Mike Berry

partner spotlight

W E  W O U L D  L I K E 
E V E R Y O N E  T O 

K N O W  T H AT  T H E 
S U N  S H I N E S  F O R 
E V E R Y B O D Y,  S O 

D O  N O T  L E T  G O  O F 
Y O U R  C H A N C E S . 

M A K E  T H E  B E S T  O F 
W H AT  Y O U ’ V E  G O T 

A N D  D O N ’ T  G I V E  U P !
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Collierville High School. Their middle 
child, Andrew, is a student at West 
Collierville Middle School. The baby 
of the family, Nathan, is in kindergar-
ten at Crosswinds. It is important to 
David and Haycha that they have ample 
time to spend with their family while 
expanding their business. So, their cur-
rent outlook on the meaning of success 
involves their business and their boys. 

“The modern definition of success 
lies in the eye of the beholder. As an 
immigrant, how we define success is 
largely influenced by our life experi-
ences. Over the years, my perspec-
tive has changed: from when I was a 
child watching my parents struggle to 
make ends meet to becoming an adult 
entrepreneur chasing the American 
Dream, and eventually to the present 
day, as parents to three handsome and 
amazing boys and owner of a Cabinet 
and Countertop Shop.”

Another of their interests is racing 
cars. This includes driving a quarter 
mile at a speed of 100 mph. For that, 
they attend events throughout the 
country. They go to car shows on the 
weekends and participate in local phil-
anthropic events to give back to their 
community. Their family is especially 
passionate about volunteering at and 
providing support for Le Bonheur 
Children’s Hospital. 

D&H Designs is a company run by 
dreamers. First, it was the American 
Dream. Then, it was the success of the 
company. To transform their dreams 
to reality, David and Haycha Salazar 
have never given up on their goals, 
even in the face of rejection. If you’re 
looking for a cabinet and granite busi-
ness or, in our case, a partnership, you 
can trust the Salazar’s to have your 
back. Stay tuned!

T H E  M O D E R N 
D E F I N I T I O N  O F 

S U C C E S S  L I E S  I N 
T H E  E Y E  O F  T H E 

B E H O L D E R .  A S 
A N  I M M I G R A N T, 
H O W  W E  D E F I N E 

S U C C E S S  I S 
L A R G E LY 

I N F L U E N C E D 
B Y  O U R  L I F E 

E X P E R I E N C E S .
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how does memphis real producers work?

CONNECTING. ELEVATING. 
INSPIRING.

OUR PARTNERS: Anyone listed as a “preferred partner” in the 
front of the publication is a part of this community. They will 
have an ad in every issue, attend our events and be a part of our 
online community. We don’t just find these businesses off the 
street, nor do we work with all businesses that approach us. One 
or many of you have recommended every single preferred part-
ner you see in this publication. We do not meet with businesses 
until they are vetted by one of the agents in our community and 
receive a “stamp of approval.” If you are looking to add to your 
arsenal of incredible vendors, look no further.

CONNECTIONS: We love connecting REALTORS® and 
BUSINESSES in a variety of creative ways. If you ever would like 
a personal introduction, we would love to arrange it.

EVENTS: Along with the monthly publication, we host various 
social networking events where top agents, along with our top 
preferred partners, get together at reputable local venues to rub 
elbows, mastermind, have a good time and strengthen our greater 
Memphis community. We communicate information about the 
events through the publication, emails and social media.

CONTRIBUTION: If you are interested in contributing, nominat-
ing REALTORS® for certain features, know of top-notch affiliate 
partners who should be a part of our community or would simply 
like to network, please email me at any time. I look forward to 
hearing from all of you!

Jeff White

OWNER/PUBLISHER
Memphis Real Producers 

Jeff.White@RealProducersMag.com

For those who may be new to Real Producers, 
or if you are just curious, here are some quick 
facts about Real Producers: 

THE HEARTBEAT: We seek to elevate the 
culture of our local real estate commu-
nity by INSPIRING us to KNOW ONE 
ANOTHER BETTER, creating stronger 
CONNECTIONS, more trusted relationships, 
and more repeat business for everyone involved. 

DISTRIBUTION: This magazine is sent free 
of charge to the top 500 agents in the greater 
Memphis area based on MLS productivity. 
Within this area, there are over 5,000 active 
agents, but everyone who receives this 
publication is part of an elite group. You are 
remarkable. Just to be in this group is truly a 
badge of honor!

CONTENT: This is all about you, the Memphis 
real estate community. We do personal and 
unique stories on members of this community, 
giving you a platform to inspire others. Our 
goal is to go beyond the numbers and take a 
deep dive into the personal side of the indus-
try, to inspire us to know one another better. 
It costs absolutely nothing for a real estate 
agent to be featured in the publication.

But to be featured, an agent must be nom-
inated by a peer or leader in the Memphis 
real estate community. We are always taking 
nominations and encourage you to nominate 
individuals who are making a huge impact on 
our local real estate market.
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T H E  A C E  A G E N C Y  L L C

YOUR #1 CHOICE
FOR INSURANCE

A L L E Y  E J L A L I
Office (662) 893-0928  |  Cell (843) 324-0930
AEjlali@alfains.com  |  www.alfainsurance.com/alleyejlali

THE BEST AGENTS
IN THE BUSINESS!

A U T O  |  L I F E  |  H O M E  |  C O M M E R C I A L

ACROSS THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI

Whether you need your floors 
installed, restored, cleaned, or replaced,

we at Bonafide Flooring Solutions will do
whatever it takes to keep our customers satisfied. 

Bona Revive: Deep Clean & Scruff Removal
Bona Restore: Light Sanding & Recoating

Bona Refinish: Full Sanding & New Surface

CONTACT DANIEL GARDEAZABAL, OWNER/OPERATOR
FOR A FREE QUOTE TODAY! 901-331-8809

Mortgage Lending Done Right

901-277-7982

Ashley Koon Edwards
Cardinal Financial Company, Limited Partnership
Producing Branch Manager, NMLS #723341

"I love the idea of being able to guide someone along the path of homeownership.
The best part of my job is helping families realize their dream of owning a home.

I’m always available for my clients so please contact me anytime."

ashley.koon@cardinalfinancial.com

901-482-8027 • tsimpsonphotos@gmail.com

PORTRAITS • BUSINESS • LIFE
SPORTS PHOTOGRAPHY

CELEBRATIONS • PETS • FAMILY
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START STRONG. STAY STRONG.  FINISH STRONG.
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HOLMES 
CLUTCH 

CLEANING

Gary W. Holmes Jr. was born in Detroit, Michigan, 

but soon moved to Missouri City, TX, outside of 

Houston. His family moved to Memphis in 1989, 

and he was raised in Glenview Park, Capleville and 

Collierville, TN. Gary attended Southwest Tennessee 

Community College where he earned his A.A.S. 

degree in the Spring of 2006, and the University of 

Memphis, where he received his B.S. in Computer 

Engineering Technology in the Spring 2013.

 
His wife, Camille L. Holmes, is a REALTOR® 
and hairstylist. They met in 2003 at Southwest 
Community College where they took Engineering 
Algebra together and have been married since 2015. 
Together they have a fourteen-year-old daughter, 
Gabrielle Holmes (Gabbi).
 
For the past 10 years, Gary has worked in 
Mechanical Engineering with an emphasis on 
Maintenance. While working in multiple plants in 
the Mid-South, he has earned Industrial Readiness 
Training, Six-Sigma Lean, and other industry certi-
fications. Being an Engineering/IT and Mechanics 
nerd, Gary has always had a love for how machin-
ery works and how to repair them. However, he has 
also always had a desire to run his own business. 
 
Gary has worked for multiple plants in indus-
tries including the Chemical Grid (Dupont), the 
Electrical Grid (Mitsubishi), and the Food Grid 
(Kellogg’s and Hershey)
 
Gary and Camille have been the proud owners of 
Holmes Clutch Cleaning for 7 years.

“Our greatest reward is knowing that our custom-
ers are satisfied because of the continuous support 
and referrals we are receiving. Our motto is: “You 

will receive the best QUALITY, INTEGRITY, and 
have a great EXPERIENCE, in dealing with us”.
 

 
“My biggest inspirations are my late parents Gary 
Sr. and Ruth Elaine Holmes; They taught me what 
it means to be disciplined, determined, and how to 
persevere through the good and bad times as a busi-
ness owner. We had a family lawn care business 
that my father was passionate about building for his 
family. At one point we talked about expanding the 
business by adding cleaning services, but my father 
fell ill and, unfortunately, he passed away in 2015 
before we could move forward. After my mother 
passed away in 2019, I felt it was my mission to 
move forward with our family cleaning business.”
 
Gary’s Uncle, Charlie Cochran, is a retired Auto 
Mechanic teacher at Raleigh Egypt High School 
and has been an entrepreneur for 30 plus years. He 
has always been Gary’s go-to person for mechani-
cal and business questions - he is only a phone call 
away. “Seeing him maintain a successful business 
and loving what he does every day gives me the 

In his previous employment or at Holmes 
Clutch Cleaning, some of Gary’s crew family 
and kin family include:

• Camille L. Holmes
• Gabrielle Holmes
• Zurich McGhee
• Zackary McGhee
• Christion Holmes
• Christopher Holmes
• David Hassel (R.I.P)
• Rodney Cortez Slaughter
• Deon McVay
• Morgan London
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able to be the solution to a client’s cleaning problem 
is what keeps him going. “The most rewarding part 
of my business is to continue to have a great rela-
tionship in our community and to know that if they 
need something cleaned, they will think of Holmes 
Clutch Cleaning LLC,” says Gary.
 
Gary believes his business is tied to the Real Estate 
Industry. “We fit well with real estate professionals 
because we serve both Commercial and Residential 
properties. Whether a cleaning service is needed 
for a new listing, the buyer just closed, renovations 
are completed, and/or a tenant just moved out - we 
can do it all.”
 
Gary’s business specializes in Trash outs, Make 
Ready Deep Cleaning, Floor Services: Carpet, Tile, 
Hardwood, Marble, etc., Upholstery Services: 
Couches, Sofas, Rugs, Chairs, etc., Window 
Cleaning and much more.
 
Gary is a member and supports Pilgrim Rest Baptist 
Church on McLemore. He also gives back to the 
community through membership in Omega Psi Phi 
Fraternity-Psi Mu Mu Chapter, and Douglass Lodge 
360 Masonic.
 
“One of my wife and I’s greatest pleasures is seeing 
our daughter, Gabbi, excel and bring home trophies 
from various karate/martial arts and cheerleading 
competitions. As a family we love to attend football 
games, barbecues and other family fun activities.”
 
“Outside of the business, we love football, watching 
movies - especially Sci-Fi and Horror movies with 
my daughter, reading books about wealth building, 
watching documentaries, having a cup of moon-
shine in the fall and winter months by the bonfire, 
enjoying various outside activities, and cooking, 
fishing, four-wheeling, and just hanging out with 
close family and friends.” 
 
“Success for us is being a bridge builder and helping 
other people become better than they were and 
helping each other or anyone else out with good 
intentions. Life is a loop, so what you give out is 
what you will get back.”
 
Fun Fact: Gary is a HUGE fan of Moonshine, Florida 
Gators, and is a Real Life Country Boy.
 
Gary’s advice for others: Growing up, we were 
disciplined in practicing “The Three C’s” Be 
Committed! Stay Consistent! Complete It!
 

determination I need for my growing 
business,” says Gary.
 
Another significant influence on Gary 
was Ms. Martha – his janitorial man-
ager/owner when he was a custodian 
at Southwest Tennessee Community 
College. She showed Gary the ropes, 
gave him the how-to’s and taught him 
the business side of things while he was 
her employee. She gave Gary the push 
he needed to move forward.
 
“I have had to overcome many obsta-
cles over the years, such as proving 
naysayers wrong, grieving through the 
journey of healing from the loss of my 
parents, and most recently the death 
of my dearest best friend, Jason 
Cox. With much prayer and 
the support of my wife, 
Camille, I am determined 
to build Holmes Clutch 
Cleaning into a house-
hold name across  
the Mid-South.”
 
Gary is very pas-
sionate about 
his business 
serving the 
Mid-South, 
and being 

The ONE thing Gary wants to be sure the arti-
cle captures about himself, his team and how 
he runs his business is that:
 

 
Gary wants to be remembered for being a good 
person in life, being simple, keeping it simple, 
living in peace, and always telling the truth no 
matter what the circumstances.
 
Gary is passionate that his brand name will 
speak for itself. His motto is: “Live slow, 
steady, and consistent, and you will see a lot 
of details!”
 
Real Producers wishes Gary and his team 
many years of great success in Memphis and 
the Mid-South!

The Holmes Family - 
• Does Right by People
• Starts Strong
• Stays Strong
• Finishes Strong
• With the BEST QUALITY and INTEGRITY

WHETHER A CLEANING SERVICE IS NEEDED 
FOR A NEW LISTING, THE BUYER JUST CLOSED, 

RENOVATIONS ARE COMPLETED, AND/OR A TENANT 
JUST MOVED OUT - WE CAN DO IT ALL.
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Mention this ad to get your clients $25 OFF A BUYER'S INSPECTION

We are North America’s Premier Inspection Service
National Property Inspections

Inspiring conversations
with the nation’s 
top real estate agents.

Same Brand, New Reach – Tune in for free today

podcast.realproducersmag.com



Memphis Real Producers • 2928 • July 2023 @realproducers realproducersmag.com

GRODSKY

LI
V

IN
G

 T
H

E 
BE

ST
 O

F 
BO

T
H

 W
O

RL
D

S REALTOR® on fire
By Christina See

Photos by Tracey Simpson

T
his month’s Real Producer’s Realtor® on 

Fire is the Crye-Leike Quail Hollow office’s 

current Number 1 agent, Mary Grodsky. 

She has found her sweet spot in the Memphis 

and Pickwick Lake real estate markets. A licensed 

REALTOR® in Tennessee, Mississippi and Alabama, 

Mary was awarded Multi-Million Dollar Club in her 

first year as a REALTOR®. Her total volume last 

year was $10 million, with a 3.5-year career total of 

$29 million. Her first year was a fantastic start for 

anyone, let alone a woman from Iuka, MS.

Mary was born in Florence, AL, but only because 
luka (a one-red-light county) didn’t have a hospital. 
Growing up as the youngest of five siblings, she was 
able to learn from her parents as they transitioned 
from a regular job to a life of real estate. Her parents 
ended up starting the first real estate brokerage in 
Iuka. However, she initially did not follow along in 
their footsteps. She earned a Degree in Psychology 
from The University of Mississippi, but she wasn’t 
sure what she wanted to do after college.

Ten days after graduation, however, Mary packed 
up and moved to New York to study Business at 
Columbia University. She began her career in NYC 
as an Executive Assistant to the Vice President of 
Urban Sales for Warner Music Group, owned by 
Time Warner. She worked in their main headquar-
ters right next to Rockefeller Center.

One of her Executive Directors was Puff Daddy (as 
he was known at the time), who ended up teaching 
her a valuable lesson about dealing with clients. 
“Working in that industry really taught me how 
to cater to a higher-end clientele,” says Mary. “I 
wanted to be in business, so I learned all the ropes!”

Mary met her husband, Randy, who also worked 
in the music industry in NYC, at a Rockefeller 
Christmas Tree Lighting. Being in the same business, 
they would inevitably see each other at concerts 
and work events. “It was so fun while it lasted, but it 
was so very different than life in Iuka and how I was 
raised. It fully changed me for the better because I 

M A RY
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met so many different people of various backgrounds and 
traveled to many exotic places. That period, that culture, 
helped me grow and learn, and really helped shape me into 
who I am today. I would not have gotten that by staying in 
Mississippi. However, when my husband and I got married, 
we were so poor in NYC! How would we have children in 
our 600 sq. ft. apartment? That’s when Randy applied for 
an MBA at the University of Memphis and was offered a 
scholarship to study and work at FedEx.”

Mary and Randy moved to Memphis where Randy is a 
Marketing Executive at FedEx. Although she had a real 
estate license in New York, Mary suspended that when 
they moved to Memphis right in the middle of the 2008-
2009 recession and got a job at another corporation. The 
Grodsky’s now have two boys, Carter (7) and Colin (9). 
When they were younger, Mary asked to work from home 
one day a week to be with them, but she was rejected. 
“My heart was just not in the corporate world anymore. I 
wanted to figure out a way to work for myself or have my 
family be involved.”

She started spending more time at Pickwick Lake with her 
family right before the pandemic and saw a real need for 
REALTORS® in the area. Mary knew she could work as 

a REALTOR® at Pickwick Lake since the majority of pur-
chasers there are Memphians. She knew she would be per-
fect to bridge that gap because she understood the needs 
of Memphians, but was also a local. She prayed about it 
and decided to quit her corporate job for real estate. Mary 
gave two weeks’ notice and her last day ended up being 
her oldest son’s first day of kindergarten. She studied for 
the real estate exam and got her license in October 2019. 
Mary recalls, “The last time I got my real estate license 
was in 2007 when we were heading into a recession and 
now I get it again going into a pandemic! The pandemic 
was a very exhausting time for real estate. Showing 20 
homes, making 20 offers, nothing sticking, multiple offers, 
escalation clauses, etc. It was a very difficult time.” It took 
five months to get her first closing, but thankfully, it all 
snowballed from there. Now she sells pretty much 50/50 
between Pickwick Lake and Memphis. Currently, the 
Grodsky’s live in Memphis but also have a lake place and 
rental properties in the Pickwick Lake area.

Mary is very grateful for the long list of people that have 
been her mentors. Steve Brown, President of Crye-Leike, 
advised her to “Do the work no one else is willing to do. 
Do relocations, internet customer care, smaller end sales 
no one wants, go help other agents, and do open houses 

until you can build your own transac-
tions.” Tyler Tapley, Bill Maury, and 
many other people have helped her 
succeed along the way. Her friend and 
colleague, James Underwood, encour-
aged her to go all-in on Pickwick Lake.

Although Mary is still a Memphis agent, 
the Pickwick Lake market has learned 
to accept her. Mary says, “It’s a very 
local world but they accept me because 
a lot of people knew my parents. It’s a 
hard market to jump into.” Mary gets 
attention from Pickwick Lake because 
she’s an anomaly of being an agent who 
has both local and Memphis clientele.

For Mary, the most rewarding part of 
the business is helping people get to the 
next chapter of their life whatever that 
may be. She is passionate about the more 
difficult side of real estate, such as help-
ing the elderly move out of their current 
homes and into their next phase of life. 
“Estate sales, emotional attachment, and 
assisted living decisions are all part of 
that process. It’s hard work, but also a 
blessing to get to do it,” says Mary.

Although she is busier than when she 
was in corporate, Mary is grateful to 
be able to carve out time to be a room 
mom, be involved with the PTA, Junior 
League, church, charities, and other 
ways of giving back. 

Her future real estate goals include 
investing in rental properties at 
Pickwick Lake and teaching her boys 
how to start investing. Their family hob-
bies are watching the boys participate in 
sports like: swimming and baseball, liv-
ing the lake life, traveling, and reading 
everything under the sun.

FUN FACT: Mary is a local writer for 
the weekly Tishomingo County news-
paper with a column called “The Local 
Tourist” where she talks about Pickwick 
Lake tourism and lake life.

Mary would want to be remembered for 
always being honest and giving back to a 
world that has given her so much.

ESTATE SALES,  

EMOTIONAL ATTACHMENT, 

AND ASSISTED LIVING 

DECISIONS ARE ALL PART 

OF THAT PROCESS. IT’S 

HARD WORK, BUT ALSO A 

BLESSING TO GET TO DO IT.
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NOMINATE YOUR FAVORITE AGENT: 
We are always accepting nominations for feature stories! If you know a colleague 
who is absolutely ON FIRE and deserving of celebration, we would love to feature 
them in an upcoming edition of Memphis Real Producers magazine! Categories 
may include Top Producer, Rising Star, Team Leader, Broker, Giving Back to the 
Community, etc. To nominate a fellow REALTOR®, simply scan this QR code and 
follow the prompts. We look forward to receiving your nominations!

RECOMMEND YOUR FAVORITE VENDOR: 
What makes our preferred partners different than any other “vendors list” is that 
we only partner with businesses that have been vetted and recommended by top 
agents. In other words, our preferred partners are trusted businesses that can 
be considered the best in their particular industry. Don’t see your favorite on our 
list? We would love your recommendations! Scan this QR code and recommend 
your favorite affiliate business and be sure to state what you love about them! We 
look forward to receiving your recommendations!

NOMINATIONS / 
RECOMMENDATIONS!

4727 Burbank Rd. Memphis, TN 38118    BigLeagueMovers.com
(901) 410-5496
  

  Sales@BigLeagueMovers.com
Fully licensed, bonded & insured.

ALL-INCLUSIVE
MOVING SERVICES

MOVING
LOCAL & LONG DISTANCE

STORAGE • WAREHOUSING

Locally owned and operated

small business
that loves to support other

small businesses!

Our all-inclusive services help realtors and
small businesses by making their jobs easier!

STORAGE
SHORT TERM STORAGE

LONG TERM STORAGE VAULTS

MOVERS INCLUDED

PACKING
UNPACKING,
PLASTOMAT,

ANTIQUES
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CroweHVAC.com  |  901-413-5361  |  info@crowehvac.com

Let us worry about
HVAC Maintenance.
Sign up for our Maintenance Plan.

AC & Duct Inspection
Furnace & Plumbing Visit

Includes:
Two Visits per Year

10% O  Repairs
No Weekend or Overtime Charges

2 Payment Options
(Monthly or On Time)

$20 per System, $9 per Additional System
Addons:

$4/mo. additional for quarterly visits
$1/mo. additional for gas fireplace

We will donate $100
for each residential
HVAC installation
completed to St. Jude 
Children’s Research 
Hospital® to support its 
mission: Finding cures. 
Saving children.®

B U I LT  T O  A  H I G H E R  S TA N D A R D™

Check out our Facebook
page to see if you can

find out "Where's Richard" ! 

     /croweheatingandair

(901) 257-9484 • trazo-design.com • trazodesign

WE OFFER EVERY LEVEL OF MOVE MANAGEMENT!
- Simply PACKING + UNPACKING + ORGANIZING
- White glove service where we handle every aspect of a move

TRAZO COORDINATES + STRATEGIZES + DESIGN PLANS WITH:
Moving companies • Interior Designers • Realtors • Builders • Contractors, and more!

Trazo manages each desired aspect, transforming your move and your home.
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CROSSLIN 

The start of Melinda and Eddie’s real estate journey 
makes for an excellent story. During a trip to Shelby 
Farms Park with their children, Corey and Brianna, 
the couple saw someone trying to break into their car. 
The burglar, a student, fled the scene and the family 
followed him to Southwest Tennessee Community 
College. At some point during the drive, Melinda and 
Eddie noticed a sign about registering for classes. 
They may not have found the person who tried to steal 
from them, but they did register for real estate courses 
together. The rest is history! 

Melinda and Eddie started out as individual agents 
at Mallard Creek Realty, where they worked on new 
construction properties for MDM and Chamberlain 
& McCreery builders. Melinda worked full-time 
and Eddie worked weekends until quitting his job 
in insurance sales. Their time selling new homes in 
Bartlett, Millington, Collierville, and Wolfchase area 

E D D I E  &  M E L I N D A

A FAMILY 
AFFAIR

By Cassie Teeter

Photos by Elizabeth Looney Photography

power couple

Melinda and Eddie Crosslin are both native 
Memphians. After graduating from the 

University of Memphis, Eddie worked in 
insurance sales at AIG and Melinda was 

a Bank Manager at First Tennessee. After 
considering the transition to real estate 

for years, the two made the leap in 2000. 
They became licensed REALTORS® and 

eventually formed their team, which is 
now among the top five at Crye-Leike. The 

Crosslins have done 1,248 transactions since 
2002, with a total volume of $196,259,210. 
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subdivisions was successful, but very time-consuming as 
well. Melinda says: “New construction is tough. You’re 
expected to be there at 11 A.M. and, back then, you’d stay 
until it got dark. So it was a little demanding! That was 
one of our challenges at the time. It was hard to manage 
work and our family while we were working so many 
hours, him in one subdivision and me in another.” 

Melinda’s parents were a huge help during such a busy 
time. Her mother, Anna McCorkle, was another tie to 
real estate, as she was an agent herself. Anna knew how 
wild the schedule of a REALTOR® can be from her own 
experience. Melinda’s mom was her hero and her biggest 
motivation to get into the business herself. 

“When I was a child, I would ride around with her and 
look up houses for her. This was back when there was 
an MLS book! Until she passed away, she was like a sales 
manager to me. I talked to her every day. She kept me 
motivated and accountable.”

After doing new construction sales for Mallard Creek, 
the Crosslin’s worked for Coldwell Banker - John R. 
Thompson Company, Realtors. There, they continued to 
work with MDM builders and also helped people relocate 
to the area. Working with relocation clients helped to 
increase their sphere. About eight years after they started, 
Melinda and Eddie decided it was time to make a change. 
They decided to go with Crye-Leike and haven’t looked 
back since! “They allow us to do our own thing! They give 
us recognition, a fantastic retirement plan, and they’re just 
a great, well-respected company. We don’t have any desire 
to go to another company.” 

Since then, the team has gained a member. With real 
estate in his blood, it makes sense that Melinda and 
Eddie’s son followed in their footsteps. Corey, who is also 
a graduate of the University of Memphis, was a natural. He 
has brought in a completely new client base and become a 
vital member of the team. 

The Crosslins’ favorite part of the job is helping people in 
all phases of life reach their real estate goals. They work 
with first-time buyers, lifelong clients, people moving to 
assisted living, and many military clients. They are even 
official REALTORS® for the Memphis Tigers! One of the 
reasons why they help so many clients is their “work hard, 
play hard” mentality. When you work with the Crosslin 
Team, a good time is guaranteed!

“One of the keys to our success, and I know this sounds 
crazy, is having a driver. I literally sit in the car, with 
my laptop, and I work while my husband drives. We can 
work anywhere.” 

“We make work fun! If we go show land, we’ll take 
our side-by-side so we can take people riding on it. 
Since we make it fun, it doesn’t really feel like work 
to us. We could be on our way to dinner or leaving for 
a vacation, walking out the door, and someone will 
call us to see a house. So, we’ll go see the house!” 

Melinda and Eddie celebrate 30 years of marriage 
and 23 years as real estate agents. Corey has been 
working with them for the past three years. From 
chasing a burglar, to lifetime memberships, to the 
Multi-Million Dollar Club, this team is a force to be 
reckoned with. As the saying goes, “All good things 
come in three’s!”

We make work fun! If we 

go show land, we’ll take 

our side-by-side so we 

can take people riding 

on it. Since we make it 

fun, it doesn’t really feel 

like work to us.
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Home Inspections 
From a 
Firefighter's 
Perspective

SERVICING
the Greater

Memphis Area

Colin@HomeInspectionMS.com

901-461-9417
HomeInspectionMS.com
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@InspectMS
 

Top Quality Photography, 3D Virtual 
Tours, Drone Photography and Video to 

Set Your Listing Apart

Michael Beck | (901) 485-4583

Sophie Anderson
sophie@medlocktitle.com

(901) 436-1414
www.medlocktitle.com MT

Medlock Title & Escrow
Real Estate Closing Services in Tennessee & Mississippi

Bob Zacher
AVP & Mortgage Loan Originator

BZacher@FirstCNB.com
901-489-1217

NMLS #137172

With over 17 years of mortgage 
lending experience, Bob Zacher 
is committed to finding the 
right program to meet each 
customer's financial 
needs.

Apply Online
at FirstCNB.com
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DAVIS
H U M B L E  &  H A R D - W O R K I N G

By Christina See | Photos by Tracey Simpson

cover story

Tammy
Given her distinctive Northeastern accent, you 
might not recognize Tammy Davis as the longtime 
Memphian that she is. Although Tammy was born 
and raised in New York, she relocated to the Mid-
South over 25 years ago. She immediately fell in love 
with the friendly people and the distinct Southern 
architectural styles. 
 
She attended State University of New York as an 
undergraduate where she received her degree in 
Accounting. She then went on to attend The University 
of Memphis-Graduate School where she earned her 
MA in Accounting with an emphasis on Tax. 
 
Prior to becoming a REALTOR®, Tammy’s career 
included over 20 years of Fortune 100 Corporate/
Real Estate Tax experience, most recently with FedEx 
where she was the Tax Director. She laughingly refers 
to her early career as her “pantsuit days.” 
 
Tammy had a storied career that she absolutely 
loved and was more than she thought she deserved. 
However, she loved her family more, and as the kids 
got older, she didn’t want to miss those soccer and 
baseball games. She decided it was time to pivot. It 
was time to give up corporate travel and focus on 
her family. 
 
She earned her real estate license in 2018 and 
considers herself lucky to have always been with 
Coldwell Banker Collins-Maury, Realtors. Tammy 
is an Affiliate Broker and Luxury Specialist who 
hangs her hat in the East Memphis office. While 
Tammy freely admits that “Some of my dearest 
friends are with other agencies here in town, and 
we are so lucky to have so many great people in this 

real estate community of ours.” When asked about 
any mentors that have been helpful, Tammy says, 
“In all honesty, I take away a lesson from every 
agent I co-op with. We have some pretty amazing 
agents here in Memphis.” 
 
Some of her awards include the Coldwell Banker 
International Presidents Elite - 2022, Coldwell Banker 
International Presidents Circle – 2021, MMDC mem-
ber, Coldwell Banker Collins-Maury Top 10 Agent 
- 2022, 2021. MAAR Top 100 agent - 2022, 2021. Her 
total volume last year (2022) was $19 million. 
 
Tammy is happily married for over 25 years to 
the “Wonderful Warren Davis,” who works for 
MAA (Mid-America Apartment Communities, 
headquartered in Memphis) in Asset Management. 
Warren works in Multi-Family, and Tammy’s work 
is primarily Residential. Tammy admits they don’t 
tend to talk a lot of shop at home, but Warren “is 
beyond supportive of the late-night paperwork, 
weekend showings of property and the perpetual 
text messaging.” 
 
When asked what she has had to overcome in her 
life/business to get to where she is now, Tammy 
says, “This career is my second act, and starting 
a new career later in life teaches you to be VERY 
humble, and work twice as hard. You are always 
playing “catch-up”. I am never at the top of my 
game; I am always climbing.” 
 
Tammy’s extensive knowledge of monetary transac-
tions allows her to bring to her clients the value of 
high-level organization and money-matter know-
how. Her straightforward approach helps create 
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clarity and deliver a sense of calm to 
the often-overwhelming sales trans-
action. “One of the most important 
things I can do,” she says, “is step 
back and really listen to the needs of 
my clients, my co-op agent, the con-
tractors engaged in the transaction. It 
makes each conversation and transac-
tion more meaningful.” 
 
Tammy says, “The most rewarding 
part of this business is being invited 
over a month after the home sells or 
closes for a cup of coffee or glass of 
wine. I love cementing that connec-
tion that quite often lasts a lifetime.” 
 
“I love that my job as a REALTOR® 
provides an outlet to 
give back to people, 
earn a living, and 
be surrounded by 
special people who 
would never have 
come into my life 
otherwise. I am 
often amazed at how 
many new friends 
I have been blessed 
with these past five 
years. I always have 
someone to go to 
dinner with, chat on 
the phone with, or 
ask what to binge-
watch on Netflix!” 
 
Tammy loves that 
Coldwell Banker 
Collins-Maury 
partners with St. 
Jude. “We each 
participate and give 
back a portion of 
our commission to 
St. Jude with each 
transaction. Separately, there are 
several organizations (one being a 
local shelter for the homeless) that I 
have personally and silently chosen to 
contribute to both in time and money. 
As my business grows, I try to take 
‘baby steps’ to give back more. If only 
because I can, and I should.” 
 

Outside of work, 
Tammy loves spend-
ing time with her 
family. She has two 
grown children here 
in Memphis and she 
loves Sunday dinner 
the best! “Anytime 
we can sit down to a 
big Italian dinner on 
Sunday, my heart is 
full, says Tammy.” 
She says she also 
gets lost for hours 
“playing in the dirt 
in the backyard 
gardens with the 
flowers and veggies. 
It’s my happy place. 
I will pick weeds all 
day versus drafting a 
repair proposal.” 
 
Success for Tammy 
is waking up each 

day with a purpose that is meaningful to herself and those sur-
rounding her. Living a selfless life. “The ONE thing you need to 
know about me is: It’s never about me. My single goal is a smooth 
transaction and being invited over for that cup of coffee or glass 
of wine. That says to me: Job well done.”

I  L O V E  T H AT 

M Y  J O B  A S 

A  R E A LT O R ® 

P R O V I D E S  A N 

O U T L E T  T O 

G I V E  B A C K 

T O  P E O P L E , 

E A R N  A 

L I V I N G , 

A N D  B E 

S U R R O U N D E D 

B Y  S P E C I A L 

P E O P L E 

W H O  W O U L D 

N E V E R  H A V E 

C O M E  I N T O 

M Y  L I F E 

O T H E R W I S E .
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ROBIN
REVIERE
LOAN OFFICER

901-482-3729

SAM
SUMMERFORD

LOAN OFFICER

662-397-4188

MARK
SYKES

LOAN OFFICER

901-573-7474

AMY
WESSON
LOAN OFFICER

901-482-3250

LASHONDRA
TODD

LOAN OFFICER

901-568-6591

SONYA
POLLARD
SALES MANAGER

901-596-9006

MORGAN
BROWN SIMS
TEAM LOAN OFFICER

901-761-6910

DARLA
BOSTON

SR. LOAN OFFICER

901-277-8694

TODD
BROWN

BRANCH MANAGER

901-619-0418

MANO
BOYADJIAN
SR. LOAN OFFICER

901-496-6266

LINDA
MCDOWELL
SR. LOAN OFFICER

901-266-1229

TAYLOR
BIRMINGHAM

LOAN OFFICER

901-440-9853

DAVE
MCDOWELL

LOAN OFFICER

901-761-6910

901-761-6910
1000 Brookfield Road, Suite 225 • Memphis, TN 38119

Check out what over 2,800 MIG customers have to say about their experience on

www.migmemphis.com

Dave McDowell NMLS #168743, Linda McDowell NMLS #185756, Sonya Pollard NMLS #358061, Robin Reviere NMLS #2431276, Sam Summerford NMLS #1245050, Mark Sykes NMLS #1734844, LaShondra Todd NMLS #1857997, Amy Wesson NMLS #556838.

YOUR TRUSTED LENDER FOR OVER 30 YEARS

REALTORS®,
WE ARE HERE FOR YOU!FOLLOW US!

Be sure to follow us on Facebook and Instagram so you 
can find out who is being featured, check out upcoming 

events and much more!

@memphisrealproducers 

We’re focused on growing the personal and professional 
lives of top real estate agents while connecting them to 
top affiliates in the area so that the best of the best can 
grow their businesses together. We’re telling the true 
stories of real estate agents in the top markets around 

the country. Welcome to the cream of the crop.

announcement

901-774-2195  |  1815 Florida St.  |  Memphis, TN 38109  |  sales@dhdesignsinc.org

Delivering Premium Countertops Across the Entire Mid-South Area

DHDesignsInc.com  |        @dhdesignsinc

Amazing job 
performed by the 

installers! Very pleased 
with my new kitchen 

and bathrooms!
 - Haycha




