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healthy living
By Shauna Osborne

Happy New Year! As the notes of “Auld Lang Syne” fade 
into the background, visions of the person we hope to be 
in 2023 begin dancing through our heads. Will she make 
more time for self-care this year? Will he spend more 
time with the kids? Whatever our hopes and dreams 
for a “new you,” we often choose the new year as a time 
to kick-start that transformation. However, research 
shows that the year’s beginning is often not the best time 
to take on diet-related or weight-loss resolutions. 

Here’s why. At their core, our wintertime eating habits 
have to do with biology. Long ago, humans ate as much 
as possible when food was available during the winter, 
as resources were harder to come by; essentially, we 
are still programmed to “store up” food in insulating 
fat layers until warm weather arrives. 

In addition, weather can have a significant impact on 
mood. In many areas of our country, winter means ice 
and snow, freezing temps and early darkness … not 
necessarily the most cheerful atmosphere. Add to that 
the idea of limiting food consumption (usually, the 
foods that make us happiest) and braving the elements 
outdoors — not a recipe for success. 

Also related to weather is cost. Let’s face it: It costs 
more, especially during colder months, to eat healthily. 
Fresh produce is harder to come by, and it’s not as tasty 
or nutritious, frequently sitting on a truck for days, 
imported from whatever warm-climate area in which it 
was grown. Doesn’t sound quite as appealing as tomato 
or zucchini picked from your neighbor’s garden, huh? 

Yes, all those holiday goodies may have wreaked havoc 
on your eating habits, but now that the celebrations 
are over, allow your eating and workout habits to 
settle and stabilize. Save strict resolutions for spring-
time, when the sun is shining, the days are longer, and 
fresh, healthy foods are right outside your door! 

healthy living
By Shauna Osborne
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borhood vendor to use. Take a minute to familiarize yourself with the businesses sponsoring 

the publication. These local businesses are proud to partner with you and make this magazine 

possible. Please support these businesses and thank them for supporting the publication!

ALL NATURAL SOAPS

Magnolia Soap 

and Bath Company

(662) 255-2870

www.MagnoliaSoap

andBath.com

ATHLETIC SPORTS 

COMPLEX

FitNetWork

(601) 665-8342

CLOSING ATTORNEY

Renfroe and Perilloux

(601) 932-1011

CLOSING LAW FIRM

Robert E Moorehead, 

Attorneys at Law, PLLC

(601) 672-4790

COUNTERTOPS 

& FLOORING

Renfrow Decorative Center

(601) 373-8408

ELECTRICAL SERVICE 

COMPANY

T and K White Electric 

Co LLC

(601) 456-0803

FINANCIAL PLANNING/

RETIREMENT

Financial Works USA, LLC

(601) 605-1991

Www.financialworksusa.com

FOUNDATIONS & 

WATERPROOFING

Superior 

Foundation Services

(601) 941-2125

Https://superior.ms

GUTTERS

Dun-Rite Gutters, Inc.

(601) 605-0000

HOME & CARPET 

CLEANING

Carpet Source

(601) 720-6925

Www.carpetsourcems.com

HOME & PROPERTY 

INSPECTIONS

National Property Inspection

(601) 651-1942

Www.npiweb.com/jackson

HOME INSPECTION

Clear View Property 

Inspections LLC

(601) 624-9137

Magnolia Inspections, LLC

(601) 454-4347

Mississippi’s Best 

Home Inspections

(601) 953-4897

Smith Home Inspections

(601) 310-3199

HOME STAGING/BUSINESS 

STAGING/INTERIORS

G Design LLC

(601) 408-5651

HOME WARRANTY

First American 

Home Warranty

(601) 212-4441

Home Warranty Inc.

(601) 954-3999

homewarrantyinc.com

Old Republic 

Home Protection

Caren Messina

(707) 580-2460

www.ORHP.com

INSURANCE

Adam Ryan State Farm

Adam Ryan

(662) 251-5106

Andy Eaton 

Insurance Agency

(601) 939-0102

Cole Mtchell Southern 

Farm Bureau

(601) 856-3705

Insurance Protection 

Specialists

Tyler Wiltshire

(662) 466-6589

Jeff Zachary - 

State Farm Insurance

(601) 362-4100

Riverside Insurance 

Agency, Inc

(601) 371-8355

The Hobbs Group LLC

(601) 540-8613

INSURANCE AGENCY

Goosehead Insurance - 

Kyle Killens

(662) 352-8957

LANDSCAPING

MGC Landscapes

(601) 906-2593

MOLD TESTING & 

REMEDIATION

Green Home Solutions

(601) 988-7840

MORTGAGE LENDER

Cadence Bank

(228) 897-3399

Www.cadencebank.com/

mortgage 

Citizens National Bank

(601) 607-3708

Www.yourcnb.com

First Horizon Mortgage

(601) 201-8777

Www.firsthorizion.com/

nason-williams

Mississippi Mortgage

(601) 316-7326

www.mississippi

mortgage.com

NOLA Lending

(601) 707-0101

Planet Home Lending

(601) 421-9667

MOVERS/RELOCATION

Armstrong Relocation, 

United Van Lines

(601) 856-8504

Two Men and a Truck

(601) 853-9644

PROFESSIONAL 

PHOTOGRAPHER

Abe Draper Photography

(662) 719-5707

PROPERTY RESTORATION 

& CONSTRUCTION

Turnkey Restoration

(601) 707-5594

Www.turnkeyrestoration.com

REAL ESTATE 

TITLE/ATTORNEY

Covenant Title LLC

(601) 898-4420

Www.covtitle.com

Luckett Land Title

(601) 622-8191

REAL ESTATE/

TITLE/MORTGAGE

Jernigan Copeland 

Title, LLC

(601) 427-0021

ROOFING & 

CONSTRUCTION

Pro - Shield Roofing 

and Construction

(601) 559-1758

Watkins Construction 

& Roofing

(601) 966-8233

www.watkinsconstruction

inc.com

ROOFING AND 

CONSTRUCTION

Halo Roofing & Restoration

(601) 717-0236

ROOFING CONTRACTOR

Complete Exteriors

(601) 326-2755

Josh Neal Roofing 

& Restoration

(601) 573-1364

TERMITE & 

PEST CONTROL

Family Termite and 

Environmental Inc.

(601) 933-1014

733  LAKE HARBOUR DRIVE ,  STE  I  •  R IDGELAND,  MS 39157

Steve 
Anderson 
Financial Works 
USA, LLC 

Let a Licensed Fiduciary 
Financial Advisor who 

specializes in retirement 
income planning, help 

you save $$$!

TAXES!TAXES!

Investment advisory services offered through Virtue Capital Management, LLC (VCM), a registered investment advisor. VCM and Financial Works USA, LLC. are independent of each other. For a complete description of investment risks, fees and services, 
review the Virtue Capital Management firm brochure (ADV Part 2A) which is available from your Investment Advisor Representative or by contacting Virtue Capital Management.  The information published herein is provided for informational purposes 

only, and does not constitute an offer, solicitation or recommendation to sell or an offer to buy securities, investment products or investment advisory services. Nothing contained herein constitutes financial, legal, tax, or other advice. These opinions may 
not fit your financial status, risk and return profile or preferences. Investment recommendations may change, and readers are urged to check with their investment adviser before making any investment decisions.

6 0 1 . 6 0 5 . 1 9 9 1  •  � n a n c i a l w o r k s u s a . c o m

Self Employed Realtors
May be able to fund up to $61,000 a 
year into a retirement account and get 
big tax savings.

Self Employed Realtors
May be able to fund up to $61,000 a 
year into a retirement account and get 
big tax savings.



8 • January 2023 Central Mississippi Real Producers • 9@realproducers realproducersmag.com

publisher’s note: dees hinton

HAPPY NEW YEAR!
From the entire staff of Central Mississippi Real 
Producers — HAPPY NEW YEAR!
 
Some of my staff and I recently had a 2023 plan-
ning meeting and reflected on 2022! 2022 was a 
good year for Central Mississippi Real Producers!
 
As we continue to grow, our mission is the same: 
to identify, promote and enhance the relationships 
of top REALTORS® in Central Mississippi and 
connect these REALTORS® with the top industry 
partners that help them sell more real estate. 
 
We have some great ideas to implement in 2023 to 
reach more REALTORS® and industry partners to 
help them connect and grow their businesses. 
 
Here is a sneak peek into some of our plans!
 
We will continue to have our large social night 
events and are planning the next one for March 
2023! We are going to do themed social nights just 
for fun and have some creative ideas to help our ad 
partners meet our REALTORS® at these events! It’s 
going to be fun!
 
We will also continue our monthly smaller events 
— the magazine reveals. These were a great 
success in bringing together that month’s features 
along with a few of our preferred partners. If you 
are a partner and have not been to a magazine 

reveal yet, don’t worry — we will make sure 
each partner is invited to these a couple 

of times this year.
 
If you have not noticed, the last 
couple of months, we have included 

an article from Central Mississippi 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO:

Jan. 1 — Shane Saxton
Jan. 2 — Rick Henson
Jan. 20 — Ginger Randall
Jan. 21 — Laci Pittman

REALTORS®. This is a great partnership we have 
developed and have enjoyed getting to know their 
amazing staff. We will continue to provide space in our 
publication for them each month for articles, flyers for 
upcoming events, etc., to help keep everyone informed!
 
We are also going to begin some additional feature 
articles in each issue. 

Some months we will have two preferred partner 
feature articles.

Some months we will have an icon feature article.
Some months we will have an article on charitable 
organizations in our area.

And we have a new feature article — Partner 
Recommended Agent Spotlight!
 
As always, we accept recommendations of any top 
producer, rising star, icon in the industry or just a 
unique, interesting REALTOR® that you would like to 
see featured in the publication! We want to know who 
you want to know more about. Just email us!
 
We are always open to new ideas, and we always want 
to hear from you!
 
YOU CAN CONTACT US AT:

Dees Hinton

dees.hinton@n2co.com  |  601-331-3659

Cindy Raborn

cindy.raborn@n2co.com  |  601-613-3474
 

Wishing you a happy, healthy and successful 2023!
Dees

Jan. 23 — Greg Shows
Jan. 26 — Wanda Leiczak
Jan. 26 — Katie Warren
Jan. 29 — Brooke Witcher
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Cypress Lake in Madison • 300 Lake Circle • Madison, MS • fitnetworkusa.com • 769-300-0194

House Cleaning  •  Carpet Steam Cleaning 
Tile & Grout Steam Cleaning  •  Wood Floor Cleaning 

Pressure Washing  •  Water Restoration 

LET US PUT OUR
EXPERIENCE
TO WORK
FOR YOU!



12 • January 2023 Central Mississippi Real Producers • 13@realproducers realproducersmag.com

top producer
Written by Susan Marquez 
Photography by Abe Draper Photography

Real estate came naturally to Sacia Findlay. She was 
born into it and grew up in the business. “My mother 
actually showed houses while she was pregnant with 
me.” Sacia was born in Jackson and then spent time 
in Arizona before returning to Mississippi. She grew 
up watching both parents work hard and take care of 
their clients, her mother in real estate and her father in 
financial planning and insurance sales. Sacia was the 
oldest child and always mature for her age. She had 
already been working various jobs for five years before 
getting her real estate license at only 19 years old. She 
started under her mother with DELL Properties and 
soon after became part of the international franchise 
Realty Executives, The Dell Group.
 
 “In 2010, when my mother retired, I got my bro-
ker’s license and started my own franchise of Realty 

SACIA FINDLAY SELLS 

HOMES AND MANAGES 

PROPERTIES FROM 

AROUND THE WORLD

Executives and changed the name to 
Realty Executives, Central MS,” Sacia 
says. She was one of the youngest 
franchise owners the company ever had, 
which is saying a lot, as the company 
had over 600 offices in 20 different 
countries, and over 10,000 agents at 
the time. Sacia 
has continued to 
be a high-ranking 
agent among the 
company, and her 
accomplishments 
within the fran-
chise have been 
impressive. She 
has received the 
Diamond Award, 
as well as the 
Executive Award, 
100% Club Award 
and the Chairman’s 
Award several 
times. “It was never 
about winning 
awards; it has 
always been about 
taking care of the client 
 and trying to help anyone I could.”
 
 With over 20 years in the business, 
Sacia has helped everyone from first-
time homebuyers to seasoned investors 
with rentals and commercial properties. 

She has repeat clients that bought 
and sold multiple properties over the 
years. She often has people call her 
to sell their homes off market, and 
she is normally able to do so. “I love 
bringing buyers and sellers together, 
making new relationships, and refer-

ring clients to 
other top agents 
nationwide.” 
Sacia says the 
business has 
its good and 
bad attributes 
though, like all 
jobs. “I have been 
in scary and dan-
gerous situations, 
like having a gun 
pulled on me 
for money and 
snakes sneak-
ing up on me.” 
Just last year, 
she got stuck in 
a large vacant 
medical building 

for hours during a tornado. “There 
was no power, cobwebs and bugs 
everywhere, and the weather turned 
so bad we couldn’t even stand by the 
windows or get a phone signal. Being 
in the dark with bugs was not in my 
job description, but luckily, I did end 

up selling the building to a long-time, 
repeat client. It’s best to focus on the 
positive, right?”
 
 One of the areas of real estate that 
Sacia has excelled in is investment 
properties and upscale residential 
rentals. She began investing in real 
estate for herself at an early age. “I 
bought my first home when I was 20 
years old, built my first home at 26, 
and then purchased my first rental 
when I was 27 years old. It started 
as a way to get tax write offs, then 
transitioned into retirement planning. 
I try to buy a new property almost 
every year and have the renters paying 
them off for me.” Sacia says it is easy 
to sell a product you believe in. “It 
was working so well for me that some 
of my clients wanted to start doing 
the same, but only if I would man-
age the properties. That is how the 

IT WAS NEVER ABOUT 
WINNING AWARDS; IT HAS 
ALWAYS BEEN ABOUT 
TAKING CARE OF THE 
CLIENT AND TRYING TO 
HELP ANYONE I COULD.

SACIA
FINDLAYFINDLAY
SACIA
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property management part of my busi-
ness started.” Sacia says it is a strong 
investment with a great return and her 
clients know that they are in it together. 
One of her favorite testimonials is, “Sacia 
makes me money in my sleep!”
 
 Sacia has built a 
successful business 
over the years that 
continues to thrive 
with the business 
partner, Mindy 
Dotson. Mindy has 
known and worked 
with Sacia almost 
20 years and was 
instrumental in 
Sacia’s ability to 
relocate her family 
to Utah. “We moved 
due to medical rea-
sons for one of my 
children and also to 
be near my hus-
band’s family,” she 
says. “It has worked 
out to be an ideal situation for us, and I 
am so blessed to have clients that under-
stand.” Sacia has a broker’s license in 
both Utah and Mississippi, and with her 
husband doing insurance in both states 

and assisting her in real estate, they 
frequently travel back together.

 Sacia’s husband, Garren, played 
football for Georgia Tech, where he 
graduated with a chemical engineer-
ing degree. In 2013, after the birth 

of their son, he 
joined Sacia 
in real estate 
and her father 
in insurance 
at Financial 
Works USA in 
Ridgeland. “We 
wanted more 
time together, to 
be flexible for the 
kids, and it just 
made sense to be 
able to help our 
clients diversify 
their investments 
and retirement 
planning.” Sacia 
manages proper-
ties in Mississippi 

for clients and investors nationwide 
and credits her strong team and reli-
able subcontractors, who have been 
with her for years, for making sure 
the business runs smoothly.

Connecting with Nissan and their 
supplier companies became a 
huge source of business for Sacia. 
“These companies are bringing 
in skilled workers from other 
countries who are only here a 
few years. Many of them bring 
their families to experience the 
American way of life. There has 
been a challenge to find the kind of 
rental homes they desire. Having 
an inventory of nice rental homes 
in the Madison County area is a 
struggle, but we have been help-
ing.” One of the challenges Sacia 
has had is that many subdivisions 
don’t allow, or don’t want, rent-
als in their neighborhood. “We 
carefully vet our renters and look 
after our properties. We even 
manage the lawn care on most of 
them. I personally have rentals in 
almost every neighborhood I sell 
houses in, so it is just as important 
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to me to maintain the values as it is for 
the homeowners there. I have realized 
the need of having a nice rental home for 
other professionals as well, and I want 
everyone I work with to feel the hospital-
ity Mississippi is known for.”
 
 Outside of real estate, Sacia and her hus-
band enjoy seeing new places and having 
fun adventures with 
their five children, 
ages 1 to 23. “We still 
have three younger 
children at home 
that keep us busy, 
but I truly think 
children and family 
are the purpose and 
happiness of life.” 
Sacia says they love 
cruises, visiting other 
countries and taking 
the family 
on vacations.
 
 “Trying to main-
tain a good balance 
between work, family 
and travel has made 
working in two 
states manageable 
and enjoyable. I feel I have developed a 
well-oiled machine now and that I can run 

it from anywhere,” says Sacia. “I sold a 
home from a cruise ship last October, 
and two from Branson, MO, over 
Thanksgiving. Jennifer, my licensed 
assistant, jokes with me about how I 
can sell a house from anywhere in the 
world and do so on almost every vaca-
tion thanks to her and DocuSign®.”
 

 Sacia’s favorite 
place to be is on 
“some beach, 
somewhere.” She 
has had clients 
tell her that they 
love that she 
“lives life,” and 
she will tell you 
that is exactly 
what she is trying 
to do. Sacia lost 
an uncle in his 
30s and a sister 
to cancer at only 
37 years old, 
and friends who 
have died too 
young. “None of 
us are promised 
a tomorrow, so 
we just do the 

best we can today to work hard and 
enjoy life now with our loved ones. I 

am so grateful for the relationships I 
have made over the years with fellow 
REALTORS®, business affiliates and 
clients and that my husband and I 
ended up following in my parent’s foot-
steps. What a blessing it has been.”
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To lean more, or schedule an inspection online,
visit www.SmithHomInspectionsLLC.com

Joshua Smith
Certified Home Inspections

MHIB #0681
601-310-3199

BUYER INSPECTIONS • SELLER INSPECTIONS • MOLD TESTING

90 Day Warranty | MoldSafe | SewerGard | RecallCheck
a Full Concierge Service and More!

With Smith Home Inspections, you will get a lot more
than just an inspection. The best part is it’s Free!

• Top Quality Gutter Installation, Repair & Cleaning Services

• Competitive Prices from Copper Gutters to Leaf Guards

• Free Estimates & Professional Consultation

• 2 Year Warranty on Installations

Dun-Rite Gutters, Inc.
Have it Done Right by Dun-Rite

We specialize in 6" half round Aluminum & Copper

Mark Dungan, Owner
601-605-0000
Madison, MS

www.DunRite-Gutters.com
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rising star

Phillips

Written by Susan Marquez 
Photography by Abe Draper Photography

Emily Phillips is a “Pearl Girl” through and through. She was raised 
in Pearl and graduated from Pearl High School. Her husband, 
Jeremy, is also a Pearl graduate, and their oldest children, Alexis 
and Ethan (now 21), graduated from Pearl. Their son Jacob cur-

rently attends school in Pearl. “I can’t imagine living anywhere 
else,” she says.

 
When she was just 16 years old, Emily began working 

in a law firm. She continued working in the field while 
attending Hinds Community College and worked as 

a paralegal until 2017. “I was ready to be a stay-at-
home mom with my kids for a while,” she says. 
During that time, Emily did some contract work 
on the side. When her youngest child went to 
kindergarten, she felt the pull to work again. “I 
wanted to do something that provided a second 
income, but I also wanted something that was 
flexible, so I could spend time with my children 

and be present for their activities.”
 

Emily had always been a “real estate hobbyist,” check-
ing out different real estate markets when on vacation 

and looking at houses. “I have always loved houses, and 
I love the stories behind the houses and the stories of the 

people who live in them.” Jeremy encouraged Emily to look into 
real estate. “He said I had always had a reason I couldn’t do it, but 

now I had no reason not to do it. He even paid for my classes randomly 
one day and told me to get started when I was ready.”
 

After taking online classes and passing the exam, Emily got her 
license in 2019. “I talked to several brokerages in town, but 

in the end, I was most impressed with Derrick Havard. 
I am so thankful he took me in and allowed me the 

opportunity to be mentored by him and the other 
amazing veteran agents at Havard. Each one is a big 
part of my success story.”
 
Thinking she’d do real estate part time, Emily did 
well from the beginning. “I got my license the end 
of April and closed on my first house in June. I 
ended up closing on nine houses that year.” Emily 
was named Rookie of the Year by Havard Real 
Estate Group LLC for 2019. “I did even better 

my second year, so I knew that this was the right 
career for me.”

 
Emily says her favorite part of the business is getting 

to know her clients. “I love to learn their stories and 
help them reach their goals. I also stay in touch with my 

clients. So many are first-time homebuyers, and already I’ve 
seen people go through major life events like finishing graduate 

school and having children. I’ve even had three first-time home-
buyers come back to me to find their second home. That’s such a 
satisfying feeling.”
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Admitting working with clients can be an emotional journey, 
Emily says she doesn’t mind. “The relationship between 

an agent and a client can be quite intimate. I learn about 
their families, and I experience their whole range of 

emotions with them. Sometimes there is disappoint-
ment and other times celebrations. I have laughed 

and cried with many of my clients.”
 
Emily and Jeremy have three children. “We are a 
‘yours, mine and ours’ family. Jeremy and I each 
have a 21-year-old, and together we have our 
9-year-old.” Jeremy is in commercial and health 
care facility property management. “He has a 
broker’s license, but he uses his license differently 

from me,” explains Emily.
 

Outside of work, Emily enjoys decorating homes. “I 
love decorating our home, and I have helped others over 

the years.” That has come in handy in real estate. “I have 
some furniture I can use to stage an empty home, and I also 

help clients prepare their home for showing. It helps relieve 
them of the pressure that sometimes goes with that.” Christmas 
decorating is also something Emily enjoys. “I have decorated for a 
few people for several years.”

 
Sports is also an important aspect of the Phillips’ lives. “The 

two older ones were always involved in sports and activ-
ities, and now Jacob plays baseball and basketball, so 

that keeps us busy.” When they do have free time, 
Emily says they enjoy entertaining friends and family 

at their home. “We have a large family, so it’s not 
uncommon for us to have 30 people in our home!”
 
On Sundays, Emily sings in the choir at Crossgates 
Baptist Church, and on Wednesdays, she works 
with the 3-year-olds. She is also involved in her 
community and serves as an ambassador for the 
Pearl Chamber of Commerce.
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Roofing Installations & Replacements  |  Roof Leak Repair  |  Gutter Installations

YOUR ����  PARTNER FOR
ALL YOUR ROOFING NEEDS

1490 W. Government St. | Suite 7 | Brandon, MS 39042
www.MagnoliaInspector.com | 

Standard Home Inspections

New Construction Inspections

Commercial Property Inspections

Foundation Elevation Surveys

Certified Mold Inspections 

24/7 Online Appointment Scheduling

Team Magnolia Is Ready
 to Serve You!
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partner spotlight

Mississippi’s Best Home Inspections LLC

From Education to Home Inspections, 
Dave Riegel is Always a Teacher

Written by Susan Marquez ● Photography by Abe Draper Photography

Dave Riegel has spent his career as a teacher. The 
Ohio State graduate taught high school, coached 
the school’s cross-country team, served as a high 
school principal for a decade and even worked at the 
Ohio State Department of Education for a couple of 
years. But when he met Natalie Hortman four years 
ago, Dave fell helplessly in love, and he moved to 

Mississippi. “Natalie is from Laurel, and she lived in Jackson, so I moved 
to Jackson.” The couple got married, and between them, they have four 
children. “My kids, Nathan and Corrine, are grown. Natalie’s, Elizabeth and 
McLure, are still in school.”
 
Dave learned after he moved to Mississippi that the state wouldn’t recip-
rocate his administrative license. “I couldn’t go to work right away, so I 
decided to start my own business.” Dave had been looking into the home 
inspection business for a while. “When I was a high school principal in 
South Carolina, the school was undergoing a construction project and, while 
it wasn’t in my job description, I became a de facto construction manager. 
It required a lot of hands-on work on my part. It was a big project, and I got 
interested in construction. I learned about fire codes and building codes.”
 
When looking for a way to transition to a new career, Dave drew on that 
interest in construction and his experience in teaching, and he started 
a home inspection company from scratch. “I now educate people on the 
importance of a good home inspection. I feel that I do a good job explaining 
things about a home to my clients. I take time with them, explaining how a 
house operates as a system. A home is the largest investment most people 
will make in their lifetime. But a buyer doesn’t always see what I see. They 

DAVE RIEGEL
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Robert “Bobby”
Moorehead

 

Real Estate Closing Attorney 
www.lawrem.com 

Experienced Quality Real Estate Closings

220 W. Jackson St.  |  Ridgeland, MS 39157
P: 601-956-4557  |  F: 601-956-4478

Closing loans for over 20 years

aren’t looking at the roof or the electrical panel. I 
am in a teaching role in that respect, and that feels 
natural to me.”
 
Dave started his business, Mississippi’s Best Home 
Inspections LLC, in May 2020 — the same month 
he married Natalie, the same time a worldwide 
pandemic was in full swing and the housing market 
began an unprecedented surge. Having a strong 
Google presence was a good means for Dave to get 
clients. He got off to a strong start, especially after 
real estate agents got to know him. “I went to dif-
ferent agencies and introduced myself. I have been 

fortunate to have a lot of agents who 
have helped me get established.”
 
For a fee of $300, Dave says he has 
saved some homeowners anywhere 
from $8,000 to $10,000. He stresses 
that not all inspections are perfect. 
“As an industry, we do a pretty good 
job most of the time, and it is almost 
always a cost saver for the client. My 
company actually offers a pay-at-
close option so the cost of the inspec-
tion can be wrapped into the closing 
costs, which makes it affordable for 
most people.”
 
While Dave’s business is based in 
Jackson, he says he’ll go anywhere 
in the state if he can work 
it out with his schedule. 
“I have been to Oxford, 
Greenville, Greenwood and 
other places around the 
state. It’s something I don’t 
mind doing.” As a matter 
of fact, Dave says he enjoys 
seeing different parts of 
his new home state. “I 
have been very happy 
living in Mississippi.”
 
Dave enjoys playing the 
guitar, something he’ll 
have more time for now 
that he has finished his 
Doctorate of Education at 
the University of Southern 

Mississippi. “Our family 
attends Chapel of the Cross, 
which we love.”
 
Dave’s career in education 
isn’t over. He has received 
his administrative license in 
Mississippi and his newly 
earned doctorate in educa-
tion. He will continue help-
ing people understand more 
about the home they want 
to buy, which is satisfying 
for Dave, whose company 
is growing. “I have recently 
brought on an employee to 
help me in the business.”
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601-898-4420
RIDGELAND OFFICE: 409 W. PARKWAY PLACE, SUITE 200, RIDGELAND, MS 39157

JACKSON OFFICE: 4909 RIDGEWOOD ROAD, JACKSON, MS 39211

Brad Reeves  |  Gretchen Gentry  |  Matt Vitart

www.covtitle.com

Home renovation moving & storage
Organization & settling-in services
Appliance & specialty item dis-/reassembly

Agent for

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL ROOFING • INSURANCE CLAIMS • ALL ASPECTS OF THE STORM RESTORATION MARKET

     FIRST IMPRESSIONS ARE

Everything

(601) 573-1364
JoshNealRoofing.Com

New Construction and Existing Homes
Performing Inspections in the Metro Area since 2007

Preventing your
dream home from
becoming a nightmare.

C E R T I F I E D  H O M E  I N S P E C T I O N S
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central mississippi REALTORS®

A NOTE FROM 

Written by Nita Martin

As an association executive, I often have the priv-
ilege of meeting many high-performing leadership 
teams at national conventions and REALTOR® 
meetings across the country. Over the past two 
years, every association leadership team I’ve 
met has grappled with simultaneous overlap-
ping changes — a global pandemic, inflation, low 
inventory, varying interest rates, political climates 
and the learning curves of adapting to new tech-
nologies. As we close the year, I’d like to express 
my gratitude to the governing boards of Central 
Mississippi REALTORS® and Central Mississippi 
Multiple Listing Service, who have also overcome 
every obstacle imaginable. These determined 
volunteers serving at the highest capacity of 
association leadership have presided over an era of 
uncertainty with persistence and dexterity. 
 
Reflecting on the vast accomplishments of both 
boards, I am encouraged by their ability to focus 
on broader business plans driving transformation. 
Whether launching a regional MLS partnership, 
erecting a new facility, onboarding a new admin-
istration and staff, adopting more efficient oper-
ations, promoting responsible fiscal oversight, 
resetting policies or equipping CMR with the 
technologies needed to thrive for years to come, the 
focus on membership was laser sharp. 

The complexities and pace of change have yet to 
wane! At the helm of these immense efforts were 
our skilled and dedicated leaders, CMR President 
Schneika Stokes and CMMLS President Vicki 
Weaver. Stokes and Weaver have demonstrated 
exceptional agility through constant change. I 
appreciate their stewardship of the association’s 

Nita Martin, CEO

most precious resources, which is the time sacrificed by the volunteer 
board members. 

Thank you to each member who served earnestly, upholding the 
loyalty and duty of care for the greater good of real estate in Central 
Mississippi. This year is arguably one of the most challenging on 
record, but it has been equally rewarding to witness the evolution of 
the future CMR. Many thanks to our leadership this year! 
 
Sincerely, 

Your Chief Change Officer

Central Mississippi REALTORS® 2022 Board Members

Schneika Stokes 
CMR President

Chuck McGee 
CMR President-Elect

Sterling McCool 
CMR First Vice President

Allan Summerlin 
CMR Treasurer

Rashida Walker 
CMR Immediate Past 
President

Nita …
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DIRECTORS 

Allison Palmer 
Director

Bethany Culley 
Director

Paul Hardin 
Director

Ronnie Nowell 
Director

Yolanda Parris 
Director

Felix Walker, 
First Vice President

Jesse Barilleaux, 
President-Elect

CENTRAL MISSISSIPPI MLS BOARD MEMBERS

Central Mississippi MLS Board Members: Vicki Weaver, President, Jesse Barilleaux, President-
Elect, Felix Walker, First Vice President

Tommy Payne
Director

Celia Manley, 
Director

Vicki Weaver, President

Will Remore, 
Director

Brian Gomillion, 
Director

Debra Thomas, 
Director
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healthy living
By Shauna Osborne

Happy New Year! As the notes of “Auld Lang Syne” fade 
into the background, visions of the person we hope to be 
in 2023 begin dancing through our heads. Will she make 
more time for self-care this year? Will he spend more 
time with the kids? Whatever our hopes and dreams 
for a “new you,” we often choose the new year as a time 
to kick-start that transformation. However, research 
shows that the year’s beginning is often not the best time 
to take on diet-related or weight-loss resolutions. 

Here’s why. At their core, our wintertime eating habits 
have to do with biology. Long ago, humans ate as much 
as possible when food was available during the winter, 
as resources were harder to come by; essentially, we 
are still programmed to “store up” food in insulating 
fat layers until warm weather arrives. 

In addition, weather can have a significant impact on 
mood. In many areas of our country, winter means ice 
and snow, freezing temps and early darkness … not 
necessarily the most cheerful atmosphere. Add to that 
the idea of limiting food consumption (usually, the 
foods that make us happiest) and braving the elements 
outdoors — not a recipe for success. 

Also related to weather is cost. Let’s face it: It costs 
more, especially during colder months, to eat healthily. 
Fresh produce is harder to come by, and it’s not as tasty 
or nutritious, frequently sitting on a truck for days, 
imported from whatever warm-climate area in which it 
was grown. Doesn’t sound quite as appealing as tomato 
or zucchini picked from your neighbor’s garden, huh? 

Yes, all those holiday goodies may have wreaked havoc 
on your eating habits, but now that the celebrations 
are over, allow your eating and workout habits to 
settle and stabilize. Save strict resolutions for spring-
time, when the sun is shining, the days are longer, and 
fresh, healthy foods are right outside your door! 

healthy living
By Shauna Osborne
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Why not to 
start that diet 

in January.

ANDY EATON

Let Us Work for You and Your Clients by Providing 
the Best Home Insurance Rates Possible

We have many different companies to shop and compare rates

Andy Eaton Insurance Agency
Local Agent • Personal Service • Over 35 Years of Experience

601-939-0102 • aeaton9300@aol.com
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CREATING 
SPECIFICALLY DESIGNED FOR YOU

Beautiful Spaces, 

hand made
& plant based

We do birthday
parties!

www.magnoliasoapandbath.com

1000 HIGHLAND COLONY PARKWAY, SUITE 5017
LOCATED IN THE RENAISSANCE

FLOWOOD STORE NOW OPEN!
164 MARKET STREET (NEXT TO AMERIGO)

TIMOTHY WHITE
OWNER

601-456-0803
tandkelectricco@gmail.com

CALL TODAY FOR 
A FREE ESTIMATE!

• Electrical Panel Upgrade 
• Indoor & Outdoor               
   Lighting Installation
• Troubleshooting 
• New Residential           
   Construction 
• Ceiling Fan 
• Recessed Lights 
• Circuit Breaker            
   Replacement 
• TV Mounting 

(601) 953-4897  |  Jackson, Mississippi

Inspections You Can Trust!
Prompt and Reliable

Buyer Inspections  |  Seller’s Inspections
Investment Property Inspections

Serving Central Mississippi

mississippisbesthomeinspections.com

Dave Riegel, Owner

Now
OfferingPAY AT CLOSE!

Whether you
are the agent,

the seller,
the buyer, or
the lender...

We can help
you with

your closing.

601-427-0015
970 Ebenezer Boulevard  |  Madison, MS

* ALTA Best Practices Certi�ed
* TRID Certi�ed

Cathy Finch
c�nch@jctitlellc.com

Guilbert Gibson
ggibson@jctitlellc.com

TITLE, LLCFAMILY TERMITE &
ENVIRONMENTAL

601-933-1014
www.family-termite.com • office@family-termite.com
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5606 I-55 S.
Byram, MS 39272

601-371-8355

209 Park Place Cove, Ste. E
Pearl, MS  39208

769-251-0115

WWW.RIVERSIDE1ST.COM

Helping you find the best value on auto insurance, home 
insurance, business insurance, and more from several of 

Mississippi’s most trusted carriers.

Get The Insurance You Need At A Price You Can Afford

601-326-2755
completeexteriorsms.com




