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CallNuBlue.com 
(704) 709-3549

SERVICE EXCELLENCE

It takes a lot to keep a home running 
smoothly, and that’s why Charlotte 
and Lake Norman homeowners 
partner with the tried-and-true experts 
at NuBlue. We’re committed to 
serving our community with reliable 
home care that saves you time and 
money. When you need professional 
plumbing, HVAC, or electrical 
repairs, call on the licensed 
technicians at NuBlue for same-day 
service that gets the job done right.

SIMPLIFY
the Mortgage Experience

(704) 746-0300 • MotivationMortgage.com
 info@motivationmortgage.com • 9140 Arrowpoint Blvd, Suite 130, Charlotte

EDUCATE.
COMMUNICATE.

EXECUTE.

EDUCATE.
COMMUNICATE.

EXECUTE.

Connect with our team to get started today!
JOE GARON • KAREL THUWIS • TYLER BULLOCK

NMLS 940790 NMLS 1377921 NMLS 1304179

NMLS 2228345 • For information purposes only. This is not a commitment to lend or extend credit. Information and/or dates are 

subject to change without notice. All loans are subject to credit approval. (www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org)
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Schedule a FREE consultation with a real estate closing attorney today.
(704) 561-1750 • stlawnc.com

5457-A Monroe Rd. • Charlotte
145 Union St. South, Suite 106 • Concord

211 North Main St., Suite C • Monroe

We Make the Real Estate
Closing Process Simple

Otha B. Townsend
Attorney

Juwaun Seegars
Attorney
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WANT TO BE FEATURED AS A

OR KNOW SOMEONE WE SHOULD FEATURE?

RISING STAR? 
For more information, to nominate 

or to request to be featured, please 

email wendy@kristinbrindley.com. 

5 years or less in the business

At least $3 million in sales in one calendar year

Active on social media
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C H A R L O T T E

Cover photo courtesy of Don Elrod.
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This section has been created to give you easier access when searching for a trusted real estate affiliate. 

Take a minute to familiarize yourself with the businesses sponsoring your magazine. These local businesses 

are proud to partner with you and make this magazine possible. Please support these businesses and thank 

them for supporting the REALTOR® community!

ATTORNEY

Costner Law Office
(980) 322-0703
CostnerLaw.com

Hejirika Law
(980) 580-2260
HejirikaLaw.com

Seegars and 
Townsend, PLLC
(704) 561-1750
STLawNC.com

BAKERY

Christina Bakes Cakes, LLC
(704) 288-9689
IG: @christinascakery17

BALLOONS AND 

EVENT DECOR

Twist-N-Shout Balloons
Amber Ireland
(980) 406-6655
TwistNShoutBallooning.com

CLEANING SERVICES

Spunky Cleaning
(980) 298-5942
SpunkyCleaning.com

CLIENT ENGAGEMENT

Leads Event Planning
(801) 598-5767
LeadsByMandi.com

EDUCATION

Superior School 
Of Real Estate
(704) 944-4260
SuperiorSchoolNC.com

ELECTRICAL

NuBlue
(704) 709-3549
CallNublue.com

FINANCIAL SERVICES

Modern Woodmen
Andrew McNeal
(336) 202-1432

HOME INSPECTION

America’s Choice Inspection
Arvil Price
(704) 504-9798
AmericasChoice
Inspections.com

Home Inspection Carolina
(704) 542-6575
HomeInspection
Carolina.com

National Property Inspectors
(980) 722-1506
NPIweb.com/Lauterer

Southern Magnolia 
Home Inspections
(803) 899-0504
SouthernMagnolia
Inspections.com

HOME MEASURING

Square Up Measuring
(833) 629-7439
SquareUpMeasuring.com

HOME WARRANTY

Home Warranty of America
Nicole Barth
(704) 692-6647
Nicole.Barth@
hwahomewarranty.com

HVAC

Dave Barch Heating and 
Air Conditioning Inc.
(704) 777-9981
DaveBarchHeatingand
AirConditioning.com

INSURANCE

Brightway Insurance
Dimitri Apostle
(704) 218-6000
Brightway.com/Agencies/NC/
Charlotte/0140

Community One Insurance
Zach Ligon
(704) 246-6500
CommunityOne
Insurance.com

MMD of Charlotte Inc
Megan Donoho
(704) 523-2886
GEICO.com/
insurance-agents/
north-carolina/
charlotte/megan-donoho

NC Farm Bureau 
Insurance Group
(704) 841-8700
NCFBins.com

LAND SURVEYING

D.A.S. Land Surveying, P.A.
(704) 664-7029
DonAllenSurvey@gmail.com

MORTGAGE

Carolina Mortgage Firm
Mike Pennington
(704) 840-4146
ClosingtheCarolinas.com

CrossCountry Mortgage
Chad Lubben
(704) 495-1869
TheLubbenGroup.com

Movement Mortgage
Jessica Babinski
(704) 408-1974
Movement.com/
Jessica.Babinski

OriginPoint
Jessica Babinski
(704) 408-1974
OriginPoint.com/
Loan-Officers/
Jessica-Babinski-3592

TruLoan Mortgage
Daniel Jacobs
(704) 703-6864
TruLoanMortgage.com

MOVERS

Miracle Movers Charlotte
(704) 275-3053
MiracleMoversUSA.com

PHOTOGRAPHY

Elrod Portraits
(803) 367-3478
ElrodPortraits.com

PRINTING/MARKETING/

DESIGN/SHIPPING

AlphaGraphics CLT
Adam Rutkowski
(704) 798-5974
agCLT.com

REAL ESTATE 

PHOTOGRAPHY / 

VIDEOGRAPHY

Lighthouse Visuals
(252) 302-4773
LightHouseVisuals.com

Next Door Photos
(704) 727-8178
Charlotte.NextDoor
Photos.com

Velet Media
(704) 712-0197
book@veletmedia.com

RENOVATIONS

Renovation Sells
Will Allen
(704) 618-4187
RenovationSells.com/
Charlotte

STAGING

Avenues Stage & Design
Mary Beth Francisco
(704) 661-9397
AvenuesStageand
Design.com

VIDEO MARKETING

RoosterFish Media
(704) 634-3396
RoosterFish.Media

To view our magazine online, 
visit charlotterealproducers.

com and look for “magazine” 
or scan this QR code. 

(Password: connecthere@crp)

Kristin Brindley 
Publisher 

If you are interested in nominating REALTORS® to be featured in the 
magazine, please email Wendy@KristinBrindley.com. 

DISCLAIMER: Any articles included in this publication and/or opinions expressed therein do not necessarily 
reflect the views of The N2 Company d/b/a Real Producers but remain solely those of the author(s). The paid 
advertisements contained within the Charlotte Real Producers magazine are not endorsed or recommended by 
The N2 Company or the publisher. Therefore, neither The N2 Company nor the publisher may be held liable or 
responsible for business practices of these companies.

M E E T  T H E  C H A R LOT T E  R E A L  P R O D U C E R S  T E A M

Mandi Jackson 
Associate Publisher 

Ellen Buchanan 
Editor 

Wendy Ross 
Operations Manager 

Lexy Broussard 
Sales Manager 

Don Elrod 
Photographer 
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
What new and creative client appreciation 
ideas could you explore to strengthen your 
connections in the coming year?

Dear Real Producers of Charlotte,

The holidays are upon us, and as the world sparkles with fes-
tive lights, it’s a time to cherish family, friends, and meaningful 
connections. It’s also a season of giving, a magical time when 
we come together to share our gratitude and appreciation.

The holidays offer the perfect backdrop for strategic gifting, 
an opportunity to reflect on our client appreciation efforts. As 
the year comes to a close, it’s a great moment to review your 
client-gifting strategies. Are you continuing with what’s 
been working, or is it time to shake things up and explore 
fresh options?

For creative inspiration, consider checking out cutting-edge 
closing gifts at www.strategicgifting.com. They offer innova-
tive branding and client gifting ideas that can help you stand out 
and deepen your client relationships.

Living in joy is not just reserved for the holiday season; it’s a 
mindset that we can carry with us throughout the year. Let’s 
remember to infuse joy into our daily lives! Whether it’s through 
acts of kindness, finding joy in the small moments, or sharing a 
laugh, we can create a life filled with satisfaction and meaning.

We will be celebrating the holidays Real Producers- style at 
the Cocktails & Candy Canes party on December 6th. What a 
way to close out 2023 with all of you! Look for the photos from 
this fun-filled, joyful event in the next issue of Charlotte Real 
Producers and on our social media. Be sure to tag yourself and 
your friends in the photos!

We’re looking forward to seeing all of you again at 
our next big Charlotte Real Producers event — our 
“Industry Insights for Top Experts” masterclass on 
March 19, 2024. We can’t wait to see you all again 
for a powerful, uplifting, and informative event, and 
to create more memories together!

Happy holidays to you and yours!

With gratitude,

Kristin Brindley 
Owner/Publisher
Charlotte Real Producers
313-971-8312

Kristin@kristinbrindley.com

‘Tis the Season of

Joy, Giving,  
& Connection

publisher’s note
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E A R N 

CREDITS
CEINDUSTRY

INSIGHTS

SAVE THE DATE!

C O N N E C T I N G .  E L E V A T I N G .  I N S P I R I N G . 

C H A R L O T T E

A TOP EXPERTS MASTERCLASS

For information on all Charlotte Real Producers 
events, email info@charlotterealproducers.com.Location TBDMarch 19, 2024

powered by TEAM

Chr�t�a

Contact Christina via phone or
Instagram for questions,

quotes, or to place an order!

Cakes
Cupcakes
Cookies

Charcuterie Boards

704-288-9689
    @Christina.Bakes.Cakes

B�� C��
NOW TAKING

2024 ORDERS!
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The Solution to your 
Social Media Struggles

By Mike Baker

your social media

Social media marketing can be one of 
the most difficult parts of your busi-
ness. It seems like such a large under-
taking and it’s hard to know where 
to start… It’s also such a fast-moving 
industry that we can suffer from what 
I call “shiny-object syndrome,” chang-
ing from a new idea or strategy before 
the one you just started learning 
starts working.

All of this makes social 
media uncomfortable 
for most, and after years 
of struggling, we end up 
throwing in the towel in 
defeat. If this describes your 
relationship with social media in your 
business, you’re not alone. In fact, 
you’re in the majority. After years 
of helping people with their social 
media, I’d like to give you some words 
of encouragement.

Your industry is also fast-paced and 
constantly changing. You’re having 
to constantly adapt to new tech-
niques, new technologies, new laws, 
and new processes. Whenever you 
find yourself in a rut in your busi-
ness, what do you do?

You get back to the basics.

Getting back to the basics is gen-
erally the best way to find traction 
and change the direction of your 

business, and fortunately, the basics for 
social media are simple.

Post at least three posts per week. Focus on 
Facebook and Instagram only: half personal 
posts, half business posts. Video may be best, 
but it’s the most difficult to create, so start with 
posting pictures, at a minimum.

Scroll your news feed for five minutes per 

day and engage with your friends’ content. 

If you do this for 12 weeks consistently, I 
guarantee you’ll find positive traction in your 
social media.

Let me know how it works!

Mike Baker is owner and founder of 
Your Social Liaison. To learn more, call 
Mike Baker at (518) 669-1462, email 
YourSocialLiaison@gmail.com, or visit 
Facebook.com/YourSocialLiaison.

GET BACK 
TO THE BASICS 

SHINING THE LIGHT ON
YOUR LISTINGS

(980) 298-5942
SpunkyCleaning.com

info@spunkycleaning.com

WE PREPARE HOMES FOR THE MARKET THROUGH OUR
SHOW-AND-SELL SERVICE. BOOK YOUR CLEANING TODAY!
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Capturing Life’s Moments

DON ELROD

Photos by David and Melissa Elrod

partner spotlight

Meet Don Elrod, the man behind Elrod Portraits, a photog-
raphy studio that’s more than just a studio — it’s a window 
into the world of lifestyle photography, branding, and 
unforgettable moments.

In the Blink of a Shutter 
In 2001, Don took a leap of faith, venturing into the world 
of photography as a backup plan. Little did he know, this 
decision would shape his life in ways he never imagined. His 
career began by capturing the magic of weddings part-time, 
all while he continued working in the retail drug industry.

“This career kind of chose me,” Don says. “Photography was 
something I started as a fall-back job. I was working in the 

retail drug industry for 23 years and was going through reor-
ganization, and I felt the need to have a backup.”

Fast forward to today, Don has been in the photography 
business full-time for the past four years, and he’s been doing 
it with style. His company, Elrod Portraits, specializes in 
lifestyle photos, company branding, headshots, and event/
conference photography.

“One of the largest assets we have is for event headshots. 
We can deliver the headshots to each individual almost 
instantly,” Don says with a touch of pride. “This offers 
top-producing REALTORS® a crucial edge in today’s fast-
paced world.”

ELROD PORTRAITS
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A Thoughtful Mindset 
Don’s work isn’t just about 
photography; it’s about 
people. He’s passionate about 
meeting different individuals 
and learning about their busi-
nesses, interests, and what 
makes them successful. Don’s 
keen interest in the tools 
they use and the passion that 
drives them is what makes 
him a standout professional.

Don sees his business as 
an extension of his clients’ 
teams and brands. He under-
stands that appearance is 
everything, so he’s committed 
to their success, not just cap-
turing moments in time.

“If my clients don’t look 
good, we don’t look good,” 
Don affirms.

Life Beyond the Lens 
Outside of work, Don’s life 
revolves around his family. 
He’s a dedicated husband to 
Melissa and a father to three 
amazing children: Evan, 
David, and Savannah. Their 
shared love for playing games 
and exploring new places 
binds them together.

Don reflects on their adven-
tures, saying, “My son, David, 
and I backpack the Great 
Smoky Mountains. There are 
over 900 miles of trails in the 
Great Smokies and there’s 
a ‘900 Miler Club.’ We have 
about 400 miles completed, 
so we are almost halfway to 
getting our certificates.”

Don’s dedication extends 
beyond his family and busi-
ness. He’s a firm believer 
in Tony Robbins’ quote, 
“constant and never-ending 
improvement,” a philosophy 
that motivates him to give 

The Elrod family (from left to right: Savannah, Melissa, Don, David; 
not pictured: Evan)

back. He’s a regular attendee at the Imaging USA photog-
raphers conference, where he stays updated on the latest 
industry trends, always striving to be better.

As he looks to the future, Don anticipates his youngest child 
graduating from high school, marking the beginning of a 
new chapter as empty nesters. Professionally, he’s commit-
ted to ongoing learning and skill development and staying 
ahead of the curve to better serve his clients while continu-
ing to exceed their expectations. 

“I am very conscientious about doing what I say I’m going to 
do, whether it’s being on time, meeting a delivery deadline, 
etc.,” Don concludes. “If I’m going to be five minutes late, 
you’ll get a text from me stating that fact. My credibility and 
name, at the end of the day, are all that I have.”

If you’re looking for a photogra-
phy partner who’s not just about 
the photos but about the success 
of your business, Don Elrod 
is your man. Visit his website 
at www.elrodportraits.com to 
learn more. 

Don Elrod is the owner of Elrod Portraits and the lead photographer for Charlotte Real Producers magazine.

Don and his son, David, have hiked 
over 400 of the 900 miles of trails in the 
Greak Smoky Mountains.

Don and his daughter, Savannah, at 
Arches National Park in Utah.

Don’s family loves exploring 
new places together.
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A Rising Star   in the Queen City

JULIE NGUYEN
Julie Nguyen has carved a remarkable 
niche in the Queen City’s housing 
market simply by being herself.

“I have always loved Charlotte real estate 
and seeing what was on the market... My 
transition to real estate was not just a career 
change; it was a calling,” Julie shares.

A TRUE NATIVE 

Julie’s roots run deep in Charlotte. Born and 
raised in the city, she embodies the spirit of 
her hometown.

“After completing my nursing degree at 
Queens University in Charlotte, I worked 
as a Level 1 trauma emergency room nurse 
for seven years,” Julie explains. “I felt a 

lot of satisfaction and enjoyment from working in the emergency 
room, but the burnout was real, and I got to a point where I just 
needed a break.”

So why real estate? For Julie, it was a natural progression. Her 
passion for Charlotte’s real estate market, coupled with her innate 
desire to guide and comfort people, made real estate the perfect fit.

“I still have the opportunity to provide comfort and help clients 
with one of the largest decisions of their life,” she smiles.

ON THE MOVE 

Since stepping into the world of real estate in 2018, Julie’s star has 
been on a meteoric rise.

“It truly feels like I am walking in my purpose as an agent,” she affirms.

Photos by Don Elrod

rising star
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Call or visit our website to schedule!
704.504.9798 • AmericasChoiceInspections.com
Serving the Greater Charlotte, Triad and Triangle Areas

We promise to provide the FACTS,
never an opinion.

• Easy 24/7 Scheduling

• Over 10 Certified Inspectors in
  North & South Carolina

• Reports by 9am the Next Business Day

• Saturday Inspections

W H AT  W E  O F F E R !
Termite & Pest
Inspections
Radon Testing
Mold Testing
Drone Roof
Inspections
And Much More!

General Home
Inspections
Pre-Listing
Inspections
New Construction
Inspections
Commercial Inspections

FREE Pest
Treatment*

with the
Purchase of

a Home
Inspection

*Valid for new homeowners. 
Offer valid for a limited
time. Mention ad when

scheduling.

Rising Star Julie Nguyen is a Realtor with Yancey Realty.

Julie and Winnie

In 2022 alone, Julie achieved a remarkable sales 
volume of over $15.5 million with 27 transactions 
under her belt. Her clients span the spectrum, from 
sellers who entrust her to secure top dollar for 
their homes to buyers seeking the perfect place to 
call their own.

STRATEGIES FOR SUCCESS 

Julie’s success in real estate doesn’t rest solely on 
her intimate knowledge of Charlotte’s communities. 
It’s her ability to communicate with transparency 
that sets her apart. Her accessibility, trustworthi-
ness, and dedication have forged a bond with her 
clients that extends well beyond the closing table. 

“I love being a part of my clients’ journeys and cre-
ating a special bond by getting to know them on an 
intimate level,” Julie notes.

BEYOND WORK 

Julie’s family, including her husband Daniel, who 
shares her love for Charlotte, and their upcoming 
addition, a baby girl due in February, form the 
nucleus of her life. Her love for Charlotte’s local 
boutiques and her penchant for tennis and walks 
with her beloved dachshund/Yorkie mix, Winnie, 
keep her grounded in the city she calls home.

“We also enjoy cooking dinner 
together or venturing out into 
the South End and trying out 
the ever-evolving restaurant 
scene,” Julie adds. “Daniel is 
definitely a huge help to me in 
networking and marketing my 
business, and I am very lucky to 
have such a supportive partner.”

Julie and her sister are also 
passionate animal activists 
with plenty of ambitions on 
their local agenda.

“I created Daisy Bean Dog 
Rescue, a 501(c)(3), with my 
sister, Rachel,” Julie explains. 
“We started this animal rescue 
last year and have big plans 
to get involved with our local 
legislation and work on policies 
around shelter animals and 
their well-being. We both have 

such a passion for animals, and 
this seemed like the perfect way 
to exercise our passion while 
helping the animals in our city.”

As she looks toward the future, 
Julie says her plan is to keep 
growing her business and net-
work to become “the first person 
someone thinks of when they 
think of Charlotte real estate.”

While her star continues to 
rise, Julie’s message to aspiring 
top producers is clear: don’t let 
imposter syndrome or compari-
sons hold you back.

“There is room for many suc-
cessful agents in this industry, 
and you can offer value to your 
sphere that no one else can,” 
she encourages. “Believe in 
yourself and your abilities.”

I  LOV E  B E I N G  A  PA RT  O F 

M Y  C L I E N TS '  J O U R N E YS  

and creating a special bond by getting 
to know them on an intimate level.

Mary Beth Francisco, ASPM ® , LHS ™, ISC ™
Deepti K. Nayyar, ASP ® , LHS ™

(704) 661-9397
avenuesstageanddesign.com

"Mary Beth is a superb partner in helping my sellers prepare their homes for an excellent market-ready 
appearance. We receive so many positive comments from potential buyers who see houses she has staged. 
We are comfortable taking the list price to the maximum if Mary Beth has staged the house because we 
know the house will show to its best advantage. As a real estate agent, I know I can count on Mary Beth to 
respond quickly and deliver beyond expectations for the benefit of my clients."  Jane Grosse

AWARD-WINNING
AND ACCREDITED HOME STAGERS

Schedule an estimate, or book our services today!
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By Zachary Cohen

cover story

Lisa is passionate about luxury real 
estate. Her journey in the world of 
high-end properties began when her 
company, Ivester Jackson, partnered 
with Christie’s International over a 
decade ago, solidifying their presence 
in the luxury real estate market in the 
Charlotte and Lake Norman areas.

Growing up in Palo Alto, California, 
Lisa dreamt of a career in televi-
sion, specifically as a national news 

anchor on The Today Show. She came 
close, anchoring the news for 10 years in 
various cities and ended up at WOWK-TV 
in Huntington, West Virginia, anchoring 
the morning and noon news. Instead of 
making her way to NBC Studios in New 
York City, Lisa met and married her first 
husband, moved to Charlotte, and became 
a stay-at-home mom to three children.

She also explored her love for yoga, 
working the front desk at a yoga 

Lisa McCrossan has been selling homes since she was 9 years old. Not 
really, but she did sell her first house at that age… She was a Bluebird, 
similar to a Girl Scout, and was selling candy when she and a friend went 
into a model home in Palo Alto, California, and she fell in love with the 
house. She coudn’t wait to get back home and tell her parents and brother 
about this beautiful, must-see home. Lisa convinced her parents to go see 
it and they bought the house! Little did she know then that selling homes 
full-time was in her future.

Living and Breathing Real EstateL
I
S 
A

M
c
C
R
O
S
S
A
N
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Lisa and Ty McCrossan’s family

ON THE COURSE 
Lisa McCrossen lives and sells in Longview 
Country Club, a special community with a 
Jack Nicklaus golf course and clubhouse.

family, especially when it comes to 
Scrabble or other word games. They 
also enjoy hiking, traveling and hang-
ing out with furry family members 
Philly, a 9-year-old golden retriever, 
and Frankie, a 7-year-old dachshund.

A lifelong learner, Lisa is always 
seeking ways to evolve and improve 
personally and professionally. She 
enjoys listening to podcasts, is an avid 
reader, and says she learns something 
new in each real estate transaction.

“I am a curious person. I ask a lot of 
questions,” Lisa says. “That’s what made 
me a good reporter. I also love being 
introspective and figuring out how I can 
do something better the next time.”

Lisa and Ty will soon be empty nest-
ers, and while this new phase makes 
her a little sad, Lisa hopes to use it as 
a time to double her business in 2024 
and possibly create a team to join with 
her and her assistant, Ashlin Livesey. 
Her outlook for the future of real 
estate in Charlotte remains optimistic.

“We’ve got a great airport and a 
pretty good infrastructure, in terms 
of our highways and getting around 
town,” she notes. A lot of people are 
moving here … and I think people will 
continue to see equity grow in their 
homes. Charlotte is the place to be!”

studio while earning her instruc-
tor certification. She later opened 
Pretty Postures, teaching yoga and 
the benefits of breathing as a stress 
relief to students of all ages.

After marrying her current husband, Ty, 
in 2011, Lisa’s desire for a more fulfill-
ing professional path led to exploring 
and studying real estate. With encour-
agement from her husband, she hit the 
ground running in the luxury housing 
industry in 2015. Her first deal was a 
buy side for $1.4 million, and her career 
has taken off ever since.

“I really feel like I found my call-
ing,” she says. “The luxury space 
came natural to me. I absolutely 
love what I do and have been 
blessed with a successful career.”

Going Above and Beyond 
Lisa’s ability to connect with her clients 
and make each one her top priority 
is the cornerstone of her business. 
Beyond buying and selling properties, 
she thrives on collaborating with other 
agents and connecting her clients with 
various professionals involved in the 
real estate process — inspectors, paint-
ers, architects, and other vendors are all 

important in her business. Her goal is to 
work together to achieve the best out-
come for both the seller and the buyer.

Lisa is known to go beyond the call of 
duty in her client relationships. She has 
worn a beekeeper’s suit to help move 
bees out of an attic, cleaned up pet waste 
before showings, and traveled long 
distances to personally show listings to 
potential buyers. She is committed to 
ensuring that her clients feel like they 
are her sole focus, providing a level of 
personalized service that sets her apart.

“Connection is what really drives me — 
connecting with people, making con-
nections, and having my clients feel like 
they are the only client that I have at the 
time,” she says. “A real estate deal is such 
an emotional transaction for everyone 
involved… The human touch is so import-
ant in the process.”

THE NEXT CHAPTER 
Lisa is the proud mother of three 
children. Wil, 20, is a junior at the 
University of North Carolina Chapel 
Hill (UNC); Grace, 19, is a sophomore 
at UNC; and Nathan, 18, is a senior at 
Weddington High School. Game nights 
are frequent and competitive for the 

We feel like we live at a resort 
and are very grateful to be here 
(except I’m often a golf widow). 
Plus, the location is amazing!

Photos by Don Elrod

Photo by Don Elrod
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YEAH, WE PUT
OUR MONEY WHERE
OUR MOUTH IS

Call us at 704-495-1869 to let us show you
how our Seller Guarantees get your buyers in. 

1

2

3Seller Preapproval Guarantee
Provide a seller guarantee of up to $5,000!

Seller On-Time Closing Protection
We will close the loan on or before the closing date or we pay
the seller a $100 per day closing credit. *$500 MAX Lender Credit*

Appraisal Gap Coverage Insurance
We offer appraisal gap coverage up to a loan
amount of $1,000,000.

20% undervalue, we’ll cover up to 15%
15% undervalue, we’ll cover up to 10%
10% undervalue, we’ll cover up to 5%
5% undervalue, we’ll cover up to 2%

CHAD LUBBEN
Senior Loan Officer

704-495-1869
Chad@TheLubbenGroup.com

TheLubbenGroup.com

18716 W Catawba Avenue, Cornelius, NC 28031
Personal NMLS447796 | Branch NMLS2281298 | Company NMLS3029

Emphasis on accuracy. 
Limiting your Liability.

(704) 575-0404
SquareUpMeasuring.com
admin@squareupmeasuring.com

"Guesstimate" is not a 
word you want to hear.
Don’t expose yourself to increased liability. County tax 
records and other data can have major inconsistencies 
when it comes to the size of a property. 
Even new construction is 
susceptible to errors 
in reporting. 

P H I L  H A N U S H E K
 Home Measurement Specialist

Welcome Home...but w�h a Tw�t

Customized balloon garlands with
your team logo and client name

Hosting a Team Event? New Closing with a Client?
Book Today with Amber Ireland!

980.406.6655  |  TwistnShoutBalloonsCLT@gmail.com
TwistnShoutBallooning.com  |      @Twist_n_Shout_Balloons

Serving the Greater Charlotte Area



Charlotte Real Producers • 2928 • December 2023 @realproducers realproducersmag.com

HERE TO SERVE
Specializing in Realty Legal Services, Residential

and Commercial Closings and More!

My mom has always said to me, even from a young age,  "You are 
blessed to be a blessing unto others."  I never knew what that 
meant until a few years ago. Hejirika Law, PLLC is here to use the 
skills and knowledge obtained over the years to help guide your 
client through the legal side of their residential transaction.

WEBSITE

SOLOMON HEJIRIKA JR.
(980) 580-2260
Please send contracts to:
contracts@hejirikalaw.com
1100 Kenilworth Ave., Ste. 215
Charlotte
     @TheClosingAttorney

Philippians 2:3-4

Rank Name Office List 

Units

List Volume 

(Selling $)

Sold 

Units

Volume 

(Buying $)

Total 

Units

Total $

Disclaimer: Information based on Canopy MLS closed data as of November 3, 2023, for residential sales from January 1, 2023, to October 31, 2023, in 
the Charlotte metropolitan area. Numbers not reported to the MLS by the date the information is retrieved are not included. MLS is not responsible for 
submitting this data. Some teams may report each agent individually. 

TOP 200 STANDINGS
Teams and Individuals Closed Data from Jan. 1 to Oct. 31, 2023
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Michael Pennington | NMLS# 84937
Owner | Loan Officer

704.840.4146
michael@carolinamortgagefirm.com

ClosingTheCarolinas.com
1565 Ebenezer Road, Suite 137

Rock Hill, SC 29732

MORTGAGES THAT MOVE YOU FORWARD
Let one of our experienced loan officers guide your clients

through the buying process quickly, efficiently, and confidently.

Your Client’s Home Loan

We shop hundreds of lenders to make home affordability more 
possible in a higher-rate environment. We’ll help them choose a 
loan that makes their dream an affordable reality.

Be Clear-To-Close Faster

Are other lenders telling you they need 30 or more days to close a 
loan? Carolina Mortgage Firm’s average CTC is 14.2 days (YTD)!

Compare Rates & Pick The Best

With our team, we will provide several options for your client to 
help them make the best financial choice for their family.

Client For Life

Carolina Mortgage Firm will not charge any lender fees on our 
client’s refinances for life. Not within two years, not within five 
years…for the client’s LIFE.

Have A Listing?

If you market us as your preferred lender on one of your listings, and the 
buyer uses us for financing, we will provide them with a 1-0 buydown at 
no cost to you, the buyer, or the seller.

Searching For A Lender With A Purpose?

A portion of every loan that Carolina Mortgage Firm closes goes to the ROB 
Foundation, a local nonprofit organization that awards scholarships to students 
who have lost a parent or guardian as they pursue higher education.

LET US KNOW HOW WE CAN SERVE YOUR CLIENTS!
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Units
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(Buying $)
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TOP 200 STANDINGS

Disclaimer: Information based on Canopy MLS closed data as of November 3, 2023, for residential sales from January 1, 2023, to October 31, 2023, in 
the Charlotte metropolitan area. Numbers not reported to the MLS by the date the information is retrieved are not included. MLS is not responsible for 
submitting this data. Some teams may report each agent individually. 

Teams and Individuals Closed Data from Jan. 1 to Oct. 31, 2023
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(980) 219-7637
info@CLOsource.com

CostnerLaw.com

Access Instant Title Quotes,
Seller Net Sheets,

Buyer Estimates & More

Give us a call to learn more about how
we will provide a great closing experience

for you and your clients.

South Charlotte – University – Belmont – Concord – Mooresville – Indian Trail

Let's Bring Your Client Home
Costner Law has 6 locations in the Charlotte Metro area. Our branch attorneys strive to
build authentic relationships with Realtors. We are here to be a resource for all of your

residential real estate needs.
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Our newly updated Ethics in the Age of Disruption course satisfies your North Carolina 
Elective requirement, as well as the NAR Ethics requirement for 2024! Classes are open 

now! You can choose between livestream or in-person classrooms.

LEARN 
MORE 

TODAY.
SuperiorSchoolNC.com • 877.944.4260

             INTO OUR CE MEMBERSHIP
         & ENSURE YOU ARE THE MOST
EDUCATED BROKER IN THE POOL!

SLEIGH THE NEW YEAR BY 
SATISFYING YOUR CE ELECTIVE & NAR ETHICS REQUIREMENT IN ONE!

Home • Auto • Flood • Commercial • Life

WE CAN INSURE

Dimitri.Apostle@Brightway.com
BrightwayInsuranceCharlotte.com
     @BrightwayDimitriApostle

Dimitri J. Apostle, Agency Owner

704-218-6000

With access to more companies than other independent 
agents, I can shop the market to ensure your most 

valuable possessions are properly protected.

GIVE ME A CALL TODAY!

OF MIND
PEACE
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Warmest wishes 
for your home to 

be filled with 
happiness, laughter, 
and the simple joys 

of the season.

Teams and Individuals Closed Data from Jan. 1 to Oct. 31, 2023

TOP 200 STANDINGS
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Nicole Barth
Account Executive
704.692.6647

Nicole.Barth@hwahomewarranty.com

Call Nicole to see how she's
changing the customer experience!

Merry Christmas
& Happy 
New Year!

∙ 13 - Months
∙ Refrigerant Included
∙ Re-key Service
∙ Realtor Referral Bonus Program

∙ 13 - Months
∙ Refrigerant Included
∙ Re-key Service
∙ Realtor Referral Bonus ProgramME MORE!

PRINT
Want a copy of your article or full 

magazines that you were featured in?

Were you, the team or your business 
featured in an issue of Real Producers? 

REPRINTS! 

What the heck is a reprint? A reprint is a 4- page, 
magazine-quality-grade paper with your full article 
and photos, and you on the cover of the publication.

WHY DO I NEED THOSE?  

These reprints are a professional marketing tool that 
can help brand you, your team and/or your business.
•	 Use on listing appointments
•	 Send out to friends and family 
•	 Send to clients with your holiday greetings
•	 Brokers, use as recruiting tools 

for capturing new talent 
•	 Use when farming your favorite neighborhood

WHAT IF I CHANGED COMPANIES OR NEED 

SOMETHING CORRECTED IN MY ARTICLE? 

No worries! We can make any changes 
needed. We send you a proof, you approve, 
and then they are sent to you via FedEx.
 
WHO CAN BUY THESE?  

The REALTOR® who was featured, the broker, our 
partner or family. Anyone who wants to promote you!

HOW DO I ORDER? 

Email us at jaime@kristinbrindley.com.

C H A R L O T T E 

C O N N E C T I N G .  E L E V A T I N G .  I N S P I R I N G . 

O C T O B E R  2 0 2 3

AGENT SPOTLIGHT

ALY CARLSON

RISING STAR

BETHENNY BULLARD

ANITA 
SABATES

SURVIVING AND THRIVING
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“In every transaction, in every interaction, 

I aim to leave a positive mark. It’s not just 

about buying or selling houses; it’s about 

shaping futures and creating homes where 

memories will flourish.” 

Anita Sabates is not just a real estate agent; she’s a dedi-
cated mother and a beacon of strength and positivity in her 
community. As the force behind the dynamic partnership 
with Dixie Dean and two accomplished licensed agents, 
Anita’s career has been marked by countless achievements, 
the power of a positive outlook, and the strength that comes 
from embracing life’s trials head-on.

Starting Out 

Anita’s background in economics from the University of North 
Carolina at Charlotte laid the groundwork for a wealth of 

experience in the finance industry—an asset that serves her 
well in her current profession. Her entry into real estate in 1994 
aligned perfectly with her vision and her penchant for people.

“I am fulfilled by the people that I work with (they are like 
family) and my clients, and it simply can be so much fun 
to help families find the perfect home. I love watching the 
transformation of my listings to bring them to market,” Anita 
smiles. “I’m living my dream of helping people in an uncon-
ventional way—finding them a place they can call home, 
where they’ll create cherished memories.”

Anita’s affiliation with Allen Tate Companies and Luxury 
Portfolio International has been a cornerstone of her thriv-
ing career. With an impressive record of over $30 million 
in closed transactions last year and nearly $40 million in 
sales she participated in, Anita’s commitment to her clients 
is evident. This dedication has been consistently recognized, 
earning her numerous awards, including the prestigious 

SURVIVING AND THRIVINGAnitaAnita cover story
By George Paul Thomas

SABATESSABATES
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FREE ESTIMATES!

Full-Service Move | Professional Packing Services
Climate-Controlled Storage

Call Today!
704-275-3053 | MiracleMoversUSA.com     

Scan our QR code and fill in the simple form
to get a quote within 1 business day!

Quotes@DonAllenSurvey.com
704-664-7029 | DonAllenSurvey.com

Serving the Mooresville and
Greater Charlotte Area for over 50 years!

with a Professional Land Survey
Provide PEACE OF MIND

• Physical/Mortgage Surveys
• Boundary Surveys
• Topographical Surveys
• Site Planning
• Construction Staking
• And More!

Scan Here 
For A Quote

High-Quality Media 
For Events, Real Estate 
& Personal Branding

elrodportraits.com
803.367.3478
Don@elroddigital.com

DON ELROD
Owner & Photographer




