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GET TO KNOW...

What made you decide to become a loan officer?

When | moved from New Orleans to Baton Rouge, | honestly had no idea what | was
going to do. | wanted to be able to make an impact on peoples lives, and realized
helping people achieve their dreams as homeowner's was a good place to start!

Favorite part about being a Mortgage Loan Officer?

It is hard to pick just one! One of my favorites is having my first time homebuyers
become REPEAT homebuyers! It is a big deal to buy a home. By having my customers
come back to me, it shows me that | did my job right. It confirms | put them at ease
and made the homebuying process easy and seamless for them. | am so blessed to be
able to help them navigate and pick the right program that NOLA Lending has to offer.
What has been your greatest work accomplishment while
working at NOLA Lending?

My greatest work accomplishment would be that | am constantly learning. From day
one in the mortgage industry to now, there has been such incredible growth! | have
learned how important it is to have full knowledge of products, be organized and
maintain communication throughout the entire process. To be able to make
homebuyers feel comfortable and at ease when going through this process is one thing
that | pride myself on!

How long have you lived in Baton Rouge?
| was born in New Orleans but moved to Baton Rouge in 2013 after | married my loving Loan Officer
husband, Nathan. NMLS# 419401
What is an interesting fact about you that other people may not know?

| love going to the beach with my family and strawberry cheesecake snowballs with extra condensed milk!

| also enjoy monogramming]!
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Whether you’re buying or improving, NOLA Lending Group has the experience
and expertise to guide home buyers through the financing process. With Loan
Production offices in Baton Rouge and Prairieville, plus all over the South, our
lending specialists can assist your clients in determining which type of loan is

the most appropriate and affordable. Joey Piel Ryan Thomassie
NMLS# 365511 NMLS# 350514

Trey Hereford Sharon Williams  Shannon Babin  Connor Brooks Katie Meiners = Susanne Wampold Karla Fuentes
NMLS# 89575 NMLS# 118322 NMLS# 419401 NMLS# 1370606 NMLS# 1125723 NMLS# 1553575 NMLS# 108621
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All applications are subject to underwriting approval. Fidelity Bank NMLS Co. ID 488639

NOLALending.com
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TITLE:Z

225-295-8222

4473 Bluebonnet Blvd. Suite A
Baton Rouge, LA 7080

15615 Airline Hwy B
Prairieville, LA 70769

9 gctitle.com

=

From Our Homes to Yours,

#ClosingTheCoast

Corinne Schwartzberg
Attorney at Law

Jim Beatty Jene' Grand
Attorney at Law Marketing Director

Great home & auto
rates for any budget.

Surprisingly great rates await when you have options like bundling your home and auto insurance.

Call me for a quote today.
GARBARINO

Ross Garbarino
Agent

Garbarino State Farm

9844 Jefferson Hwy Suite 102
Baton Rouge LA 70809
225.751.4840

ross@garbarinoSF.com St ate Fa rm®

i www.garbarinoSF.com

Love your neighbor. - Mark 12:31

Auto Life Home Flood Business

State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL
State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL
1708137 State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX
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REAL PRODUCERS. PODCAST

witn st REMINGTON RAMSEY

_ CYPRESS i ROOFING

Give Santa
A Nice Place

Same Brand, New Reach — Tune in for free today

@ Listen on e Listen on .
Apple Podcasts LISTEN ON 6 Spotify amazon music

YOU'RE HOME

Homebuying is about more than financin
It’s about starting the next stage of yo
Let us help you get home.

o
GET STARTED TO DAY!I
Brian Barefoot E
Branch Manager, NMLS #1935707 ’
225-326-0682
BJBarefoot@dhimortgage.com
Servicing These Areas All Across South Louisiana: o L y Baton Rouge s
Baton Rouge Sorrento Darrow Saint Amant : 7700 Vincent Rd. 5951 Belfast Bend Ct.
Denham Springs Donaldsonville Prairieville Geismar < - Denham Springs, LA 70726  Slidell, LA 70461
French Settlement Livingston Walker Gonzales - s 225-664-1650 225-667-5629 _
+ Mmany more 7"/ A autedesign@co '
’ = ) @ ‘ @) ‘ iebwi‘lson.f:aqtehon'\ekéaL ==
H - 21 o2 “had ' Financing offered by DHI Mortgage Company, Ltd. (DHIM). Branch NMLS #78938. 7700 Vincent Rd., Denham Springs, LA 70726. Branch NMLS
225'450'5507 . cypressroofmgla.l:ﬂm ﬂ@ BEB lﬁs D 2 ), DHI MORTGAGE" #1808296. 5951 Belfast Bend (Ct., Slidell, LA 70461. Company NMLS #14622. DHIM is an affiliate of D.R. Horton. For more information about
A D.R. Horton® Company DHIM and its licensing please visit www.dhimortgage.com/affiliate. Provided for informational purposes only. This is not a commitment to

4 . December 2023 dhimortgage.com Greorronny  lend. Not all borrowers will qualify. Equal Housing Opportunity.
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OFFICIAL SIGNATURE

Aundrea Allen

Independent Insurance Agent

www.safesourceins.com
0: (225)-300-4500 ¢ M: (225) 333-6220
aundrea@safesourceins.com

safesource

GROU
BEST COVERAGE. BEST RATES. ONE-ON-ONE SERVICE.

MONIQUE S.
BRIGGS

Mortgage Loan Originator
NMLS# 2105964

(225) 916-1212 | www.mothemlo.com

10202 Perkins Rowe | Baton Rouge, LA 70810 A
Monique.briggs@fairwaymc.com ’\ p 5 ‘ VC‘JV\/ e
, a FAIRWAY %° ; o

MOTHEML®

Licensed in LA, TX, MS, & Ml

N2<&=
GIVES

SINCE 2016, N2 HAS DONATED

TO HELP END MODERN-DAY SLAVERY.

The N2 Company — the organization behind this
publication and hundreds like it — is financially
committed to end human trafficking.

Thanks to the businesses within these pages,
our Area Directors, and readers like you, we're able
to break the chains of this horrible reality.

e @ RP [@ %

Visit n2gives.com to learn
more about our fight.

LENDING GROUP

INDEPENDENT MORTGAGE CORPORATION
NMLS# 2289

MEET THE BATON ROUGE REAL PRODUCERS TEAM

Gina Miller
Publisher

Publisher Assistant

Kurt Miller Sr. Carolyn Foley

Advertising Manager

Hannah Davis
Events Manager

Breanna Smith
Connections Coordinator

Lead Photographer

Kyle Rome
Photographer

Ace Sylvester

If you are interested in contributing or nominating REALTORS® for certain stories,
please email us at gina.miller@realproducersmag.com.

Jamie Taylor
Staff Journalist

DISCLAIMER: Any articles included in this publication and/or opinions expressed therein do not necessarily reflect the views of The N2 Company d/b/a Real Producers but remain
solely those of the author(s). The paid advertisements contained within the Baton Rouge Real Producers magazine are not endorsed or recommended by The N2 Company or the
publisher. Therefore, neither The N2 Company nor the publisher may be held liable or responsible for business practices of these companies.

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

@BATONROUGEREALPRODUCERS

@ For More Information on how you can get involved
email Gina @ gina.miller@realproducersmag.com
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PREFERRED PARTNERS

This section has been created to give you easier access when searching for a trusted vendor. Take a minute

to familiarize yourself with the businesses sponsoring your magazine. These local businesses are proud to

partner with you and make this magazine possible. Please support these businesses and thank them for

supporting the REALTOR® community!

BUILDER

D.R. Horton

(281) 904-3081
www.drhorton.com

Willie and Willie Contractors LLC
(225) 291-7600
www.willieandwillie.com

ELECTRICIAN

Circuit Breaker Electric LLC
Michael Webster

(225) 572-7963

ESTHETICIAN / SKIN CARE
Louisiana Aesthetics & Skincare
(225) 636-2603
www.louisianaaesthetics.com

HOME WARRANTY

Old Republic Home Protection
Webb Wartelle

(225) 241-2088

ORHP.com

HVAC SERVICES
Cajun Cooler LLC
Branden Brignac
(225) 456-1335

INSPECTIONS

Intricate Home Inspections
(225) 270-4959
www.intricatespecllc.com

Paragon Inspections

Scott Guidry

(985) 519-4343
www.paragoninspectionslic.com

8 - December 2023

INSURANCE
Goosehead Insurance
(225) 379-5111

Meagan Faulk State Farm
(225) 767-3540
www.my225agent.com

Ross Garbarino State Farm
Ross Garbarino

(225) 751-4840
www.garbarinosf.com

Safesource Insurance
Aundrea Allen

(225) 300-4500
www.safesourceins.com

INTERIOR DESIGNER
Haute Homes LLC
Angie B. Wilson

(225) 315-7040

LANDSCAPING
Landscape King
(225) 304-2499
www.landscapekingla.com

MORTGAGE LENDER
Assurance Financial
Nathan Tallo

(225) 266-0109
www.Preapproved
WithNathan.com

DHI Mortgage
Brian Barefoot
(225) 326-0682
7700 Vincent Rd

Fairway Mortgage
Monique Briggs
(225) 916-1212
www.mothemlo.com

NOLA Lending Group, A
Division of Fidelity Bank
(985) 612-2132
NOLALending.com

Redstick Financial
(225) 407-9250 x102
www.redstickfinancial.com

SWBC Mortgage

Tammy Balentine

(225) 939-5958
www.swbcmortgage.com/
balentine

ROOFING

Cypress Roofing

(225) 450-5507
www.cypressroofingla.com

Top Team Roofing

& Construction

(225) 5711740
www.thelatopteam.com

TITLE ATTORNEY
MFB Title Solutions
Attorneys Charles
G Blaize Jr.

Brett Bajon

(225) 810-4998
www.mfbfirm.com

TITLE COMPANY
Baton Rouge
Title Company
(225) 769-5194
www.brtitle.com

Commerce Title
(225) 308-9544
www.commercetitle.com

Fleur de Lis Title
(985) 277-5550
www.fdllawandtitle.com

Gulf Coast Title
(225) 456-4222
www.gctitle.com

Louisiana Nations Title
Steven Wiessenberg
(225) 217-5300
www.nationstitle.com

Professional Title
Billy Leach
(225) 665-7770

Yesseaux

Title and Law
(225) 380-5057
www.yesseaux
titleandlaw.com

TRANSACTION
COORDINATOR
List to Close LLC
Brooke Stevens
(225) 317-9295
www.ListTo
CloseLLC.com

May God's blessing shine down upon you
and your family this Christmas.
Sending love from our family to yours.

Merry Christmas

Randy, Debbie, Dustin,
and Amanda Walker

N’ willieandwillie.com




DONT GEY
STUGK IN
THE GOLD!

Get A Heating
Tune-Up Now!

) 5
CAJuUN COOLERS

HEATING & AIR

K3 Kt L

i ot s o S

& mirsusishl
& WELECTRIE

225-456-1335 | BRANDEN BRIGNAC

CAJUNCOOLERS@CAJUNCOOLS.COM
CAJUNCOOLS.COM
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LISTING & TRANSACTION
MANAGEMENT

some help for Christmas?

List to Close has saved our agents over
6000 hours worth of work in 2023.
Let us help you!

Brovke Glevens

List to Close LLC
8686 Bluebonnet Blvd
Baton Rouge LA 70810

225-317-9295
Brooke@ListToCloselLLC.com

FLEUR DE LIS

LAW & TITLE COMPANY

CHANGING LEAVES,
CHIANNCIINCRINNESH

Fleur De Lis Attorneys,
Your Real Estate Allies.

MOTIVATED TO WORK WITH OUR TEAM?
Contact Fleur De Lis Law & Title today and let us
handle your legal needs with precision and care.

| FDLLAWANDTITLE.COM | 985-277-5550 |

DY publisher’s note

By Gina Miller

After our VERY SUCCESSFUL
Awards Gala, I took a little break
and went to see my kids in Houston.
I have 3 married daughters, all
living in Texas, and I look forward
to each and every time I get to go
visit their families and spend qual-

ity time with my grandchildren.

While there, my grandson and I
spent hours upon hours coloring
pages of dinosaurs. Eli LOVES to
color and has a natural talent for
picking just the right shade to bring
an image to life. His attention to
detail cannot go unnoticed. Bunny,
as they call me, was simply doing
her best to keep up with this pint-
sized Picasso. His little sister Norah
sat close by content to play with his
miniature farm animals. The room
was quiet and the moment sweet.

Speaking of farm animals...I felt

like I’d been given a charge to paint

the side of a barn. These giant Wow, Eli. You are soright.  back and look at the big picture, you

pages are no small task. Vot to be There is SO much more. will see what Eil saw and agree that
dramatic, but the Sistine Chapel there is so much more to look at.
came to mind while looking for As we wrap up this

another green to add to the foliage year, a year that has I pray that as we leave 2023 behind
on my third page of the morning. been hard on so many, and embrace a new year, we will

I got a little weary, perhaps lazy, I think we can all agree remember the words of a small,

and my artistic efforts slipped. that bad news is there innocent child and decide to stop

“Oh no...I messed up...I for the taking. Negative fixating on the flaws and instead start
got out of lines.” words and images are appreciating that there is truly so

“It’s okay Bunny, there’s so at our disposal 24/7. It much beauty in front of

much more to look at.” can feel heavy and hard

Do what?!... to focus on anything
Eli waves his hand over my

us just waiting for
us to take notice.
other than the unscru-
page and says it again...
THERE’S SO MUCH
MORE TO LOOK AT.

pulous. The world feels Ask me about my

messed up and outside grandkids...

the lines. But if you step Gina

Baton Rouge Real Producers - 11



P» event recap

Photos by Ace Sylvester and Kyle Rome

2023 AWARDS GALA

WINNERS =z

October 5, 2023
The Country Club of Louisiana

The BRRP 2nd Annual Awards
Gala was held on October

5 at The Country Club of
Louisiana. All 200 guests were
serenaded by members of the
LSU orchestra upon entering
the venue. They were served

a deliciously prepared menu
and enjoyed lively conversa-
tion and cocktails until the
ceremony began at 8:00.
Publisher of Baton Rouge
Real Producers, Gina Miller,
emceed the event and recog-
nized every nominee from the
10 different award categories

while also showing appre-

ciation to their generous

sponsors. She emphasized the

their success in the indus-
try, however, the focus is
attribute-driven and goes
beyond numbers or rank.
She also added that the real
winners were the individuals
in the room who were not
nominated for anything but
showed up to support and
celebrate those who were.
“That’s the heartbeat of Real
Producers...championing

others with enthusiasm.”

The enthusiasm was tangible

and the response to this event

was nothing short of wonderful.

Congratulations to all of the

a huge thank you to
the event sponsors
who continually
support and advocate
efforts to build up and
connect our local real

estate community.

Male Real Producer

Deante’ Thomas
Michael Borne
*Richard Spears Jr
Rhett Sandusky
Stephen Couvillion
Stephen Williams

66

Female Real Producer
of the Year

Nominees

Clonise Stewart

Juli Jenkins

*Laura Buck Smith
Lisa Marshall

Melody Newman

Team of the Year
Nominees
Kirkpatrick Group
MR Property Group
The Newman Group
Prime Properties
The Sandusky Group
*The W Group

That’s the heartbeat

of Real Producers..

championing others with

enthusiasm.

Whitney Willard of The W Group, Broker of the Year Brittney Pino, Female Real
Producer of the Year Laura Buck Smith, and The Connector/Community Builder

Award Winner Jennifer Richardson

Impact Story of the Year
Kimberly Christophe
July 2023

Story by Breanna Pizzolato
Photos by Ace Sylvester

Broker of the Year
Nominees
Amanda Parfait
Ashley Greer
*Brittney Pino
Lisa Landers

Phil Debin

Steven Smith

Rising Star

of the Year
Nominees

Bryant Manchack
Catherine Shows
Dathan Chauvin
*LaRhonda Thomas
LaTonya Johnson
Michael Julien

The Connector
Nominees

*Jennifer Richardson
Katie Miller

Leigh Moss

The Elevator
Nominees
*Jalen Norwood
Joanna Arnold

Shawn Gee

The Inspirer
Nominees
Jeffrey Welsh
Kimberly Christophe

Real Estate Assistant of the Year
Nominees

*Brooke Stevens

Erin Green

Kelli Wascom

Kim Swain

Marnise Stewart

Impact Story of the Year
Nominees

Brittney Pino / October

2022 Story by Brian Amend,
Photos by Aaron Hogan

Jennifer Richardson / February 2023
Story by Breanna Smith Pizzolato,
Photos by Ace Sylvester

Dathan Chauvin / June 2023
Story by Breanna Smith Pizzolato,
Photos by Ace Sylvester
*Kimberly Christophe / July 2023
Story by Breanna Smith Pizzolato,
Photos by Ace Sylvester

Caitlin Daniel / August 2023
Story by Danielle Kidwell,

Photos by Ace Sylvester

“indicates winner

Pictured left to right: Kurt Miller Sr, Ace Sylvester, Breanna Pizzolato, Kimberly *Shemika Mayfield

awards handed out recognized  nominees and winners and
Christophe, and Award Sponsor Alex Polito with Baton Rouge Title

The Inspirer/Servant’s Heart
Shemika Mayfield

Cover of the Year
August 2023 featuring Richard Spears Jr
Photo by Ace Sylvester

Male Real Producer of the Year
Richard Spears Jr, pictured here with sponsor Jessica
Singletary of Top Team Roofing and Construction

The Elevator/Social Media Influencer
The W Group LaRhonda Thomas Brooke Stevens Jalen Norwood

Pictured here with Award Sponsor Attorney Charles

Blaize of MFB Title, Whitney Willard and Darby Mann

Team of the Year Rising Star of the Year Real Estate Assistant of the Year

12 - December 2023 Baton Rouge Real Producers - 13



P> awards

Photo by Randy Crawford

LAURA
BUCK
SMITH

FEMALE REAL PRODUCER
OF THE YEAR

Laura Buck Smith

Owner at The Market Real Estate Co
and Team Leader of Team Smith
Award Sponsored by Tammy Balentine
SWBC Mortgage

When did you begin your real estate careeer? 2004

As you know, our award honored your success,
but the criteria were attribute-focused. What
attribute(s) do you want to be remembered for?
Iwas very honored to receive this award and I
hope that one day I will be remembered for being
a very kind and giving person. I truly love the
Lord and I hope that He shines through me. I
hope that at some point [ was a bright light for
someone in a dark spot. I can only hope that I

will have truly done my best in this lifetime.

What did winning this award mean to you?

It was extremely humbling and I know that all the
ladies that were also nominated for this award are
real estate powerhouses. Big congratulations to them

for being nominated as well!

14 - December 2023

With all the negativity surrounding the economy, how
do you maintain your attitude and stay in the game
regarding your real estate career?

From being in this career for almost 20 years I have
learned that people always need to buy and sell

real estate. [ turn off the negativity and just try

to see who I can help today. I enjoy being a prob-

lem solver and being able to help others with their
real estate needs. Being a Realtor is more about

being a problem solver than anything else.

What are you most proud of in your

career, or life in general?

1 feel like 've lived a very blessed life. Some days are
brighter than others of course, that’s just life! However,
I'mvery thankful to be able to work with my best friend
and my husband Steven. We love our family, our little
ones and our daughter Wesleigh. Thankful to be on HGTV
twice, thankful to own our brokerage, and I'm very proud
that our team is one of the very top real estate teams! We
work hard and play hard too. Life is definitely a journey
and I'm always thankful to be able to slow down and just
enjoy life, and then get right back to work. I feel so blessed

to be able to be in a career that I love.

You can recommend one book to real

estate agents? What is it?

Being in the real estate industry is extremely tough so
1 highly recommend the daily devotional Jesus Calling.
[ read mine every morning and it helps guide my day.
It helps us remember to slow down, not worry, and
Just be kind to others. it reminds me to set my atti-

tude to being positive and to see the cheerful side.

What does Free Time mean to you?

Any time I can be with my family is most important.

What are you most excited about for 2024?
Growing our brokerage The Market Real Estate Co and
growing in my faith. [ feel that 2024 is going to be a

powerful year for so many.

FUN QUESTION. You’re stranded on a deserted island
and can only have one food, one social media app and
one luxury item. What will it be?

Coffee, FB, and Wine




P> awards

Photo by Randy Crawford

RICHARD
SPEARS JR

MALE REAL PRODUCER OF THE YEAR

Richard Spears Jr.

Keller Williams Realty

First Choice

Award Sponsored by Top Team

Roofing and Construction
How many years in real estate? ¢

What are you most proud of in
your career, or life in general?
My dad passed away three years
ago. Before he passed I was able
to step away from work for

four months, move in with him,
and take care of him. I can’t
think of anything in my life

that makes me more proud than
being able to take care of my

hero during his time of need.

If not real estate, what
career would you choose?
ITwould try my hands in
the hospitality industry by
owning a restaurant.

What is your best advice to
new agents, or anyone cur-
rently in this business?

My best advice would be to
focus on building relationships.
Relationships will take you
further than money ever will

and treat everyone the same.

You can recommend one book to

real estate agents? What is it?

I would recommend The 7 Levels of’
Communication. This book is all about

building meaningful relationships.

With all the negativity surrounding
the economy, how do you maintain
your attitude and stay in the game
regarding your real estate career?

I choose to focus on what I can con-
trol, focus on my mission of creating
an impact in our community, and cre-
ate a positive environment for myself’

that keeps me in a positive mindset.

What does Free Time mean to you?
Free time for me means space to

think, decompress, and reflect.

What are you most excited

about for 2024?

I’'m most excited about watching
the agents in partnership with me

grow and accomplish their goals.

FUN QUESTION. You’re stranded on
a deserted island and can only have
one food, one social media app and
one luxury item. What will it be?
Iwould only eat Pizza, use
Instagram, and have a smart

TV to binge watch my favorite
shows and digital podcast.

Baton Rouge Real Producers -
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Home Is Our Middle Name
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INSPECTIONS across the country since 1974. LOCALLY OWNED
Ensure your clierl_ts have the home I:AM I I_Y O PE RATE D

warranty protection they deservel

EXCELLENT SERVICE AND
STRONG COMMUNICATION

. check out our
Making your job easy and your clients happy Order today! fisdeivh . . |
B Flexible Scheduling Scott Guidry, LHI#10905 I-'. . S0 11 Ext. 12 . O reVI eWS *

B SAME DAY Electronic Report 985-519-4343 r'lz-

B 10 Years Corrective Construction Experience scott@paragoninspectionsllc.com

B Competitive Pricing www.paragoninspectionsllc.com ekl bl rtelle ‘ n " n " n ' th t pt
Proudly serving Baton Rouge and Surrounding Areas T B B ) SverisEme - E D e a m - C D m
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Real Estate Closings « Successions « Estate Planning
Wills and Trust « Business Formations

1211 N. Range Avenue, Suite D ol i T
Dylan Yesso Denham Springs, LA 70726 o it Sam Stephen

ATTORNEY 225-380-5057 TITLEREP

Ay /\W\TERM

ROOFING & CONSTRUCTION

18 - December 2023




20 - December 2023

P> awards

THEW
GROUP

TEAM OF THE YEAR

Trey Willard

Team Leader The W Group

Keller Williams Realty Red Stick Partners
Award Sponsored by MFB Title

Number of Years in real estate: />

As you know, our awards honored success, but the
criteria were attribute-focused. What attribute(s)
do you want to be remembered for?

Growth! I wake up every day looking to improve/
grow in every aspect of my life!

What did winning this award mean to you?
1t serves as a validation of our team’s unwav-
ering pursuit of excellence in every aspect of’
our work. It acknowledges our ability to con-
sistently provide outstanding service to our

clients and deliver exceptional results.

With all the negativity surrounding the economy,
how do you maintain your attitude and stay in the
game regarding your real estate career?

A good friend of mine Alan Stein always says,
“There are two things you can control: Your

effort and your attitude”. I believe we have a

choice every day to have a great attitude and

to put forth a winning effort!
Mindset is everything! I also
lean on GOD and scripture.

What are you most proud of in your

career, or life in general?

I’'m very proud of the business we
have grown. I'm incredibly grate-
ful for all of our TEAM MEMBERS
as we would not have the success
without them. They embrace disci-
pline and accountability, act with
integrity, are growth-oriented and

work very well as a team!

What is your best advice to
new agents, or anyone cur-
rently in this business?
Consistency! There is no easy
button in this industry. We are
in a relationship business! My
advice to is focus on having as
many conversations with as
many people as you can about our
industry every day. Bring value
to everyone you can and build

credibility. Never stop learning!

You can recommend one book to
real estate agents? What is it?
The Compound Effect - Darren Hardy

Are you involved in any
charities or nonprofits?
Club Blue - Boys and Girls Club.

American Cancer Society.

What does Free Time mean to you?

1 spend most of my free time at the gym and
kids’ activities. Whitney and I also make
time to travel as much as possible. You can
find us on 304 beachside in the Spring/
Summer and Napa, CA in the fall.

What are you most excited
about for 2024?

I’'m most excited about our
GROWTH! We have expanded
into the Northshore and Greater

New Orleans markets this year.

FUN QUESTION. You’re
stranded on a deserted island
and can only have one food,
one social media app and one
luxury item. What will it be?
Does wine count as food?
Instagram for social

media and a yacht
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BRITTNEY PIN

BROKER OF THE YEAR

Brittney Pino

Brittney Pino & Associates Real Estate Firm,
Broker/Owner

Award Sponsored by Redstick Financial

Number of years in real estate? 20 years

As you know, our awards honored your success,
but the criteria were attribute-focused. What
attribute(s) do you want to be remembered for?

Energetic, progressive, professional, competent

What did winning The Broker of

the Year Award mean to you?

I am honored to have been voted for by my peers.
It’s great to be supported, acknowledged and

recognized by my community!

With all the negativity surrounding the economy,
how do you maintain your attitude and stay in
the game regarding your real estate career?
ITwake up every day and focus on wins no matter
how small. I see this market as opportunity

and I stay in action. Action creates momen-

tum. Positivity and enerqy attract business and
success. [ remain a student and am committed
to my work. I study the market and I am con-
stantly looking for the best practices to navigate
and succeed in any market and to help those
around me succeed as well. Also, people rely on

me. [ am a leader, so I show up no matter what.

What are you most proud of in your
career, or life in general?
I'm proud of my business acumen which I attri-

bute to my longevity in this business.
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If not real estate, what career

would you choose?

Hmmmmm, not sure. Maybe I would
enjoy a career in marketing or as a con-

tractor or business consultant.

What is your best advice to new agents,

or anyone currently in this business?

Be sure you are partnered with a broker or
team leader who is experienced and pro-
viding top-notch leadership in this market.
Partner with a leader who offers systems,
processes, and directly helps_ you generate

business opportunities.

You can recommend one book to
real estate agents? What is it?

There are so many great books. Ninja
Selling & Fanatical Prospecting are

ones I have often recommended.

Are you involved in any charities or nonprof-
its? If so, which ones?

We try to choose 1 or 2 charities/nonprofits
to support each year as a company. Over the
years, I have supported many organizations.
This year we are raising money for shoes for

local children in need.

What does Free Time mean to you?
Free time is relaxing and/or spending time out-

doors with my family and catching up on things.

What are you most excited about for 2024?
Increased Market Share, Growth, and moving

into our new space!
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This holiday season, let's work
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LARHONDA
THOMAS

RISING STAR OF THE YEAR

LaRhonda Thomas
Goodwood Realty
Award Sponsored by NOLA Lending

When did you begin your real estate career?
2years ago in 2021

As you know, our awards honored your success, but
the criteria were attribute-focused. What attribute(s) do
you want to be remembered for?

God-fearing, Humble, Honest, Trustworthy

What did winning this award mean to you?
Winning this award meant that people noticed and
appreciate my hard work and dedication. I am just
doing what I love which is helping make dreams come

true, one homeowner at a time and consistently!

With all the negativity surrounding the economy, how
do you maintain your attitude and stay in the game
regarding your real estate career?

I act as if'the negativity surrounding the economy
doesn’t exist. I have never been the type to keep up
with the negatives anyway. I run my own race and
focus on what God promised me and my clients!

My trust is solely in God and not this economy.

God sees that and He blesses me accordingly.

Everyone says, “no two real estate transactions are
ever the same”. Is there one sale that will forever stand
out in your mind and would you be willing to share?

1 had a couple who reached out to me in tears say-

ing how they tried for 5 years to purchase a home

and they kept being denied by lenders and put on

the backburner by realtors. They informed me that
many of their friends and family kept telling them

to reach out to me because I was the one for the job.
Well once they reached out and explained their sit-
uation to me, I knew exactly which lender to connect
them with. A month later, they were in their new home.
They could not stop thanking me and I could not stop
thanking them for trusting me to get the job done!

What are you most proud of in your

career, or life in general?

Having a career that I do not need to take a break from
because it is so much fun and exciting! I was literally in labor

and still working deals from my laptop and phone. HAHA

If not real estate, what career would you choose?
Iwould be a dentist.

What is your best advice to new agents, or
anyone currently in this business?

Trust God, Stay consistent, Run your own
race and keep trusting God no matter how

hard it gets! It gets better, I promise!

You can recommend one book to real
estate agents? What is it?
The Bible!

What are you most excited about for 2024?
Seeing all that God has in store for me! I literally sit back
and let Him have His way. He never steers me wrong. That’s

why every year keeps getting better and better for me!

FUN QUESTION. You’re stranded on a deserted
island and can only have one food, one social
media app and one luxury item. What will it be?
Bone-in Ribeye, Facebook and my Escalade to
sleep in comfortably (I love to sleep) HaHa
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JENNIFER
RICHARDSON

THE CONNECTOR

Jennifer Richardson

Award Sponsored by Commerce Title

Number of years in real estate/what year did you begin
your career? 30 yrs ago

As you know, our awards honored your success,
but the criteria were attribute-focused. What
attribute(s) do you want to be remembered for?

Cleaning up our city

What did winning The Connector/Community Builder
Award mean to you?
It means that my peers care about what I have accom-

plished over the last 3 years

With all the negativity surrounding the economy, how do
you maintain your attitude and stay in the game regard-
ing your real estate career?

God always has my back! I owe everything to Him.

Everyone says, “No two real estate transactions are ever
the same”. Is there one sale that will forever stand out in
your mind and would you be willing to share?

Iwas selling a home in a new neighborhood to a friend
of' my son who was just getting back from serving in the
Iraq war, this was the most exciting thing for him since
he was deployed. During his loan process, Hurricane
Katrina hit and unfortunately, all of his income his-

tory was underwater at the VA in New Orleans. Since

his salary was incorrectly sent back to the lender and
the lender needed 2 more weeks to get this corrected

the builder refused to give him the extra time to get the

correction made. I offered to buy the last two houses
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for full price if he would give my buyer the time
needed to correct the problem. Builder agreed and

that’s how my buyer was able to close on his home.

What are you most proud of in your
career, or life in general?

My 3 children and grandchildren and
then Keep Tiger Town Beautiful.

If not real estate, what career would you choose?

Hospice nurse

What is your best advice to new agents, or anyone
currently in this business?
Pray alot

You can recommend one book to
real estate agents? What is it?
Resisting Happiness

Are you involved in any charities or non-
profits? If so, which ones?
Red Stick Kiwanis and Keep Tiger Town Beautiful

What does Free Time mean to you?
A nap!!!

What are you most excited about for 2024?
I never think about the next year only the next day.

FUN QUESTION. You’re stranded on a deserted island
and can only have one food, one social media app and
one luxury item. What will it be?

Crabs, Facebook, Egyptian Cotten Sheets
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JALEN NORWOOD

Jalen Norwood

Keller Williams Red Stick Partners/
Deante” Thomas Group/ Buyer’s Agent
Award Sponsor Monique Briggs with
Fairway Independent Mortgage

What year did you begin your career?
Almost 4 years ago in 2020

As you know, our awards honored
your success, but the criteria were
attribute-focused. What attribute(s)
do you want to be remembered for?
Care! Even though this business is
very lucrative, I genuinely care for
each and all of my clients and, I never
want them to feel like it’s about the
money with me! Life and my business

are so much more than just money.

What did winning the Elevator/Social
Media Influencer Award mean to you?
This award meant everything to me!
I made a decision almost exactly a
year ago to go all out with social
media, so I felt this award was perféect
timing. This award is also a huge

push for me to go even harder!

With all the negativity surrounding
the economy, how do you maintain
your attitude and stay in the game
regarding your real estate career?
[ take a very logical approach to
real estate, it’s a numbers game!
When the market is hot you may
not have to talk to as many people,
and when the market is cold you
Just have to talk to more people! My

attitude is pretty neutral because

THE ELEVATOR

I decide to happen to the market,

not let the market happen to me.

Everyone says, “No two real estate
transactions are ever the same”.

Is there one sale that will for-

ever stand out in your mind and
would you be willing to share?

Ionce had 3 listings owned by the same
seller who lived in Los Angeles. It took
a while but we finally got to the closing
table. I suggested he give me power

of attorney, but he insisted on being
present for the closing. Closing day
comes and he flies into Baton Rouge
with just enough time to close and fly
back home. Long story short he thought
he should get $5,000 more than he

was getting and made a scene about it
even though we talked about it and he
signed the purchase agreement stating
otherwise. That was a WILD day!

What are you most proud of in your
career, or life in general?

I’'m most proud of the people I choose
to have around me every day! They
help me in business, in life, and spiri-

tually. (Most of them are millionaires)

If not real estate, what career
would you choose?

Iwould own a digital marketing
agency, I went to LSU for marketing

and marketing is my area of strength.

What is your best advice to
new agents, or anyone cur-
rently in this business?

Find mentorship. With this

business being commission-only
and cutthroat at times, a mentor
or accountability group can make
you feel less alone and also help

you and your business grow.

You can recommend one book to real
estate agents? What is it?
Millionaire Real Estate Agent by Gary
Keller. The title speaks for itself’

Are you involved in any char-

ities or nonprofits?

[ am involved with the West Baton
Rouge Chamber of Commerce and we

are heavy on community outreach.

What does Free Time mean to you?
Free Time is something I take too
much of and I feel like I don’t yet
deserve. To get where I want to

be in life free time hinders that.

I do take time for self-care, but 1

don’t see that as true free time.

What are you most excited

about for 2024?

Now that I have found my lane and I
have caught a stride as a real estate
agent, in 2024 I am excited to see
what new heights I can reach in my
career! I am going to maximize every

aspect of my business/

FUN QUESTION. You’re stranded on
a deserted island and can only have
one food, one social media app and
one luxury item. What will it be?

I need a Salmon and rice bowl,
YouTube, and a Yacht
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Become a
VIP Realtor -
Join our Key Club!

Our Key Club rewards real estate agents who build lasting
partnerships with D.R. Horton. Sell 2 or more new D.R. Horton
homes in the 2023 calendar year, and you’ll gain access to VIP perks.
Strengthen your partnership with the nation’s largest homebuilder.

THE PERKS!

e 3% Commission on your first sale,

e 3.5% Commission on your second sale,

O

y
Scan here to view
our Communities

e 4% Commission on your third sale,

e 4.5% Commission on your fourth sale,

e 5% Commission on your fifth sale and beyond.

Park At The Island Heron Pointe

D.R. Horton is an Equal Opportunity Housing Builder. Pictures, photographs, colors, features, and sizes are for
illustration purposes only and will vary from the homes as built. Home and community information including
pricing, included features, terms, availability and amenities are subject to change and prior sale at any time
without notice or obligation. Advertisement applies to D.R. Horton Louisiana East of the Mississippi River. 3%
commission is valid for the first D.R. Horton home sold between 1/1/23 and 12/31/23, 3.5% commission is valid
for the second D.R. Horton home sold between 1/1/23 and 12/31/23, 4% commission is valid for the third D.R.
Horton home sold between 1/1/23 and 12/31/23, 4.5% commission is valid for the fourth D.R. Horton home
sold between 1/1/23 and 12/31/23, 5% commission is valid for the fifth and beyond D.R. Horton homes sold
between 1/1/23 and 12/31/23. Offer valid only on new contracts and does not apply to transfers, cancellations,
or re-writes. Key Club commission offer is subject to change without notice. Please contact a community sales

LA-PARKATTHEISLANDS@DRHORTON.COM LA-HERONPOINTE@DRHORTON.COM representative for t:;ldditiocr;al requirements fohr the Kehy ClI)ubkcort?mission program. This special commission
_ _ incentive may not be used in conjunction with any other broker bonus or incentive. Promotion commission is

225-396-2649 225-267-9720 subject to caps, if any, on total broker compensation imposed by the homebuyer’s lender. Commission will be

58905 Island Drive 12148 Parkknoll Ave paid at closing. Licensed Agent (not broker/partner) must be procuring cause. Cannot be transferred to another

. broker or agent. Maximum paid on any transaction will not exceed 5% total commission. Prices, plans, features,
Plaguemine, LA 70764 Baton Rouge, LA70816 options, and co-broke are subject to change without notice. Additional restrictions may apply. Homes must




THE INSPIRER

Shemika Mayfield
Mayfield & Mayfield
Keller Williams First
Choice Realty
Award Sponsored by
Gulf Coast Title

As you know, our awards
honored your success,
but the criteria were
attribute-focused. What
attribute(s) do you want to
be remembered for?

I want to be remembered
for the compassion that

[ show towards oth-

ers. Regardless of their
background. Iwant to

be remembered for my
humility, integrity, and
adaptability but most
importantly I want to be
remembered for my heart!
My heart to serve the indi-
viduals that God Places in
my life and to hold them
accountable to the goals
they have for themselves

and their family.

What did winning The
Inspirer/Servant’s Heart
Award mean to you?
Winning this award meant
so much to me because

I do so much behind the
scenes that I would never
share with the world.
Because It’s not for anyone
to know but the people
whose lives I make a

difference in. But I have

34 . December 2023

P> awards

Photo by Randy Crawford

SHEMIKA MAYFIELD

to admit It felt amazing
to be rewarded in public

for my private blessings.

With all the negativity
surrounding the econ-
omy, how do you maintain
your attitude and stay

in the game regarding
your real estate career?
By staying grounded in
my why! Keeping my head
down and just doing the
work. Focusing on the
impact and not the obsta-
cles. Not getting caught up
in what I see around me

and just trusting God!

Everyone says, “No two
real estate transactions are
ever the same”. Is there one
sale that will forever stand
out in your mind and would
you be willing to share?
There’s one transaction
that will always hold a
special place in my heart.
It involved a client with a
lifelong dream of purchas-
ing a home and leaving it
as a legacy for her children.
We dedicated months to
improving her credit score,
and finally, on her 67th
birthday, she closed on her
very first home. Tragically,
Just six months later, she
lost her battle with cancer.
It was a heartbreaking loss,
but what came next warmed
my heart. Her son reached
out to me with some incred-
ible news. The home had
been fully paid off by an

insurance policy, and it now

stood as a cherished family
heirloom, a place where
generations to come could
create lasting memories. In
the world of real estate, the
idea is to create some-
thing generational, and
Ms. Shannon has achieved
Just that. She had secured
her family’s future before
taking her last breath.
Moments like these remind
me of the profound impact
my work can have on peo-
ple’s lives, and it’s precisely
why I do what I do.

What are you most

proud of in your career,
or life in general?

[ am most proud of being
a great mom! [ have good
kids who love and adore
me. I'm proud of that! I
take pride in showing up
and being present. I work
extremely hard but I'm
always available for my
children. Nothing but God
comes before my husband
and kids. I want to always
be present whenever I'm

needed and or wanted!

If not real estate, what
career would you choose?
Iwould be an Attorney!

What is your best advice

to new agents, or anyone
currently in this business?
The most valuable guidance
_you can receive is to absorb
as much knowledge as
possible during your initial

year in the field. However,

remember that learning
should be an ongoing pro-
cess, and you should always
maintain the mindset of'a
perpetual student. Seek out

a real estate brokerage that
provides top-notch train-

ing opportunities. Embrace
mentorship and don’t hesitate
to reach out to fellow agents,
as most of 'them are willing to

offer assistance and support.

You can recommend
one book to real estate
agents? What is it?
Millionaire Real Estate
Agent (I know everyone
will pick this) so I would
say The One Thing

Are you involved in any
charities or nonprofits?

If so, which ones?

[ am involved with Baton
Rouge Cancer Services and
Best Dressed Ball Committee

What does Free Time
mean to you?
Uninterrupted qual-
ity time with family

What are you most excited
about for 2024?
Getting my nonprofit started

and coaching new agents

FUN QUESTION. You’re
stranded on a deserted island
and can only have one food,
one social media app and one
luxury item. What will it be?
Shrimp fettuccini, Tik Tok,
and since it'’s an island I'd say

my YSL sunglasses
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BROOKE STEVEN

REAL ESTATE ASSISTANT OF THE YEAR

Brooke Stevens
List to Close LLC
Listing & Transaction Management

Award Sponsored by Cypress Roofing

What year did you begin your career?
2010 - 13 years ago

As you know, our awards honored your success,
but the criteria were attribute-focused. What
attribute(s) do you want to be remembered for?
My ability to organize the chaos of a real estate
transaction for both agent and client, help

find solutions to problems, and systematize

my work to allow me to efficiently work a large

volume of transactions at the same time.

What did winning The Real Estate Assistant of
the Year Award mean to you?

To me, this award is a huge acknowledgment in
a field where compliments and acknowledgment
are few and far between. It shows me I am doing
something right in a field that is needed by
agents, and all of my hard work and long hours

mean something to my agent clients.

With all the negativity surround-

ing the economy, how do you main-

tain your attitude and stay in the game
regarding your real estate career?

Ljust wake up and do my job EVERY DAY.
Doesn’t matter if I have 60 contracts or 10.
There is still work to be done, and we all know

real estate is a predictable cycle.

What are you most proud of in

your career, or life in general?

Well, next to my two daughters, this busi-
ness has been a huge accomplishment for
me. It started from scratch, as a side gig for

some extra income when I was in real estate

sales. At the time, [ was leaving a team to go solo again,
and I was broke. I had a two-year-old toddler I could not
afford to put in full-time daycare. I needed to work from
home for at least half of the day. No one knew what a TC
was or what they did at the time. Fast forward 5 years
later and more nights and weekends than I can count, it
has grown into a full-time business, at times employing
multiple people. I am proud to know I am making a dif-

ference in the lives of my agents, and they appreciate it!

If not real estate, what career would you choose?

Interior design

What is your best advice to new agents, or

anyone currently in this business?

Stay in the business, even if it is your secondary job. Do the
work, every day. It will pay off.

You can recommend one book to real
estate agents? What is it?
Profit First

Are you involved in any charities or non-
profits? If so, which ones?
Magic Happens Rabbit Rescue and BR Friends of the Animals

What does Free Time mean to you?
What free time? Lol. To me, free time is time for
me...working out, shopping, gardening, trav-

eling with my family, or just relaxing.

What are you most excited about for 2024?

Growing my business, adding more agents, closing
more transactions, and creating additional services
for agents. I also have not had a vacation in two_years.

1 am looking forward to planning one in 2024/

FUN QUESTION. You’re stranded on a deserted
island and can only have one food, one social
media app and one luxury item. What will it be?
Peanut butter, Instagram, and my bed
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Smarter Insurance.
By Design.

225-319-5413 cell/text
\. 225-379-5111 office

38105 Post Office Rd
Q suites
Prairieville, LA 70769

@ kelleragencygoosehead.com

Agency Owner

Minor Repairs or an
Emergency Fix,

We Will Take Care Of It

Circuit Breaker
Electric r1.c

Michael Webster

OWNER/ELECTRICIAN

OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY
SATURDAY & SUNDAY BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

circuitbreakerelec@gmail.com

OFFICE - 225.658.2903 | MOBILE - 225.572.7963

License No. 65239

Intricate Home Inspections

NICK

PEARSON

225-270-4959

Intricatespec@gmail.com

Lic#11188 ﬂ@
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The Analysis Your Home Deserves
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THE GIFT OF

It’s not too late to give yourself the gift of
homeownership this holiday season. | can help
you assess your financial situation and guide you
on the next steps towards getting into the home of
your dreams.
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It’s Glow- Up
Season.

Advanced treatments & skin care services
to make your aesthetic goals a reality.

* Botox® & Dysport® Specialist

Reduction

LOUISIANA AESTHETICS
& SKINCARE

Scan QR code to get social, contact us
or learn more about our services!

(225) 636-2603




Residential and Commercial Transactions
Specialists in Real Estate Law and Closings.
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We’re excited to announce the —
—opening of an-additional Jocation
to'serve-your-clients’ needs!

Denham Springs Baton Rouge

RQEES‘SIQNAL“ 111 South Range Ave. 8706 Jefferson Hwy, Suite B

Denham Springs, LA 70726 Baton Rouge, LA 70809
TITLE William "Billy” Leach

www.ptitleinc.com ¢ (225) 665-5600




