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| WE WORK FOR OUR GLIENTS AND PARTNERS,

"QUINN NOT THE BANKS!

INSURANCE
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Having troubles getting affordable Insurance?
We Can help! We work with over 90% of the home insurance carriers in the Florida
Market so we have options for your customers.

We follow the “Golden Rule”:
Do Unto Others As You Would
Have Them Do Unto You
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We have 30 team members, so you can get quotes fast from a knowledgeable team!
We have been in business for over 45 years and we are local, all of our team is here in Volusia and Flagler county.
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We focus on: | Kerry Collins
- Being available in the evenings and on weekends. i
407-474-4705
“Fast pre-approvals when needed. Kerry@AssureHomeFunding.com
- Communicating throughout the process, from the NMLS 1195184
first call until after closing. _ _
- Providing loan programs that meet client needs. Aiden Collins
407-416-9335

- Offering competitive rates. | |
- Providing our clients with loan scenarios so there mig@zﬁ\]s%eromemndmg.com

.........

are no surprises.
- Closing on time.
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- ASSURE HOME FUNDING @ -‘2
BRENT@OQUINNAGENCY.COM + (386) 673 - 9111 www.AssureHomeFundlng.com NMLS 1679653 =
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» Specializing in FAST cash closings

» Residential and Commercial
»Online Access to Files 24/7

If you are interested in contributing or nominating REALTORS® for certain stories, please Loan Orlglnat ¥ an Fee Estimates

email us at jayme@n2co.com. z . NMLS #2351785 - .

DISCLAIMER: Any articles included in this publication and/or opinions expressed therein do not necessarily reflect the views of The N2 Company d/b/a Real 1 M'Dblle ClﬂSlﬂgS A
Producers but remain solely those of the author(s). The paid advertisements contained within the magazine are not endorsed or recommended by The N2 3

Company or the publisher. Therefore, neither The N2 Company nor the publisher may be held liable or responsible for business practices of these companies. E] Hﬂtﬂ.ﬂf Services

HOMELCNDIA | Fisiss SmartTitle

SERVICES

MORTGAGE service Crsiioleh Officesin Ormond Beach

software to aliow you and and Port Orange

321.287.6556 | www.homelendia.com your customers a well 386.317.4171
darlene.dangel@homelendia.com dessrves e closing maysmarttitle.com
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6 LEGAL SOLUTIONS, P.A.
b

Full-service boutique law firm and title
company providing services in
business law, trademarks, real estate
law, and title/real estate closings.

NICOLE REID, ESQ.

Managing Attorney
321.234.2478

Admin@ReidLegalSolutions.com
Reidlegalsolutions.com

Office: Daytona Beach. Serving all of Central Florida

Real Solutions for

FULL-SERVIGE FUND CONSULTING
E Startup & Structurea
H Risks & Benefits
E Operations & Best Practices
B Compliance Requirements
[ Purchases, Sales & Tax Consequences

Lisa Bailey - Owner/Broker

211 E INTERNATIONAL SPEEDWAY BLVD.,
DAYTONA BEACH FLORIDA

888.330.7063 | L29homes.com

D UAMESMOORE | 535 2276861

Mobile Homes on leased land only (we pick up where
Realtors leave off following NAR guidelines)
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PREFERRED PARTNERS

This section has been created to give you easier access when searching for a trusted real estate affiliate.

are proud to partner with you and make this magazine possible. Please support these businesses and thank

Rp Take a minute to familiarize yourself with the businesses sponsoring your magazine. These local businesses

ACCOUNTING &
CONSULTING/CPA
JamesMoore

(386) 257-4100
www.jmco.com

ATTORNEY/

LEGAL SERVICES

Reid Legal Solutions P. A
(954) 873-3013

BEAUTY

lllume Laser Spa

(386) 275-5093
www.illumelaserspa.com

BLINDS, SHADES,
SHUTTERS

Sunset Blinds & Shutters
(386) 262-4941
sunsetblind.com

CONCIERGE SERVICES
The Elite Concierge
Krystal Sperry

(386) 269-3151
theeliteconcierge
offlorida.com

CONTRACTOR /
REMODELING

ACL Remodeling LLC
(386) 679-0129

HEALTH INSURANCE
HealthMarkets

(334) 300-3999
healthmarkets.com/nmartin

N2<&=
GIVES

SINCE 2016, N2 HAS DONATED

HOME INSPECTION
Dream Home Inspections
(816) 386-3272
www.dreamhome
inspection.com

INSURANCE
O’Quinn Insurance
Services Inc.

(386) 795-1798

MASSAGE/WELLNESS
Pressure with a Purpose LLC
Stormi Walker LMT,
MA100931

(386) 286-7724
www.pressurewith
apurpose.com

MOBILE DETAILING
R&B Platinum Tow
and Detailing

(386) 220-0354

MOBILE HOME BROKER
Latitude 29 Homes

(386) 265-7063
www.L29homes.com

MOLD AND ODOR
REMEDIATION

02 Wizard-Mold & Odors
(386) 689-4563
O2wizard.com

TO HELP END MODERN-DAY SLAVERY.

Visit n2gives.com to learn more about our fight.

DELAND, FL

them for supporting the REALTOR® community!

MORTGAGE COMPANY
Assure Home Funding
Kerry Collins

(407) 474-4705
www.assurehome
funding.com

Hamilton Home Mortgage
(386) 316-7716

Homelendia Mortgage
(321) 287-6556

MORTGAGE
PROFESSIONAL
Rachael Gilbert/Ameris
Bank Mortgage Services
(386) 547-8401

MOVING SERVICES
Morey’s Relocation Group
(904) 906-3716
www.moreysrelocation.com

OUTDOOR LIVING/
OUTDOOR FURNITURE
Moore Outdoor Living
(386) 281-3441
myflpools.com

PHOTOGRAPHY
Cld Photography
(407) 949-8314

Waltons Photography
(321) 512-3486

¢ rOR LhsEm BATR REMOWAL

| M

POOL SERVICES

East Coast Pools & Spas
(386) 451-2445
www.eastcoastpools
andspas.com

POOL SERVICES &
CONSTRUCTION

C M Custom Pool Design
(386) 281-3441
myflpools.com

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
Salty Dog Vacations

(386) 202-3051
www.saltydogvacation.com

REAL ESTATE EDUCATION
TREHA LLC

(816) 922-0985
www.isa-certification.com

SPRAY TANNING

Golden Glow by Sabrina
(386) 562-4855
goldenglowbysabrina.com

TITLE COMPANY
Realty Pro Title
(386) 672-3840

Smart Title Services
(386) 317-4171

TRAVEL AGENCY/
TRAVEL ADVISOR
Travelmation GG Mack
(404) 242-9334
www.ggmacktravel.com

AW] ANTI-AGING

LASERSPA
Laser Hai- ewol £ Clinical. Aesthelics

CONSULTATIONS
AND TEST SPOTS

www.illumelaserspa.com

— 386-275-5093
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SaltyDog

VACATIONS

Professional Vacation

Rental Management

Need someone to manage your client’s vacation rental home or condo?

Ouir full service management includes:

B Hassle free-we provide the cleaners, maintenance, manage all bookings and more.

m Dynamic pricing strategies to maximize owner revenue and occupancy.

B Real estate referral fees paid

m Realtors always keep their client referrals and we let you know if your client is considering

additional purchases or selling.

LET SALTY DOG VACATIONS MANAGE YOUR
CLIENT'S VACATION RENTAL HOME OR CONDO

PRE MOVE PACKING « LOCAL MOVING
POST MOVE UNPACKING AND ORGANIZATION

moreysrelocation.com | 904-906-3716

Direct Cell Phone 904-894-0384
Horidfu flext 1Py 1elivery

8 - August 2023

saltydogvacations@gmail.com
+(386) 202-3051

Elevate yvour home

design with a fresh

new look including
shutters, blinds, shades
& window treatments.

BLINDS & SHUTTERS

Beat the heat lodny!
386-262-4941 ¢ sunsetblind.com

}} the real update Jayme Dickey

WELCOME TO
VOLUSIA FLAGLER REAL PRODUCERS

PUBLISHER’S NOTE

I would like to take this opportunity

to extend appreciation to all who

attended the Volusia Flagler Magazine
Celebration Event on June 27th at the

exquisite location of 427 Pine Bluff Trail in

Ormond Beach. We were truly honored to witness such a
remarkable gathering, filled with networking opportunities
and connections among the esteemed members of our Real

Producers community.

I would like to express my sincere gratitude to Heather
Demuth, the listing agent from KW Florida Partners and
to the gracious owners of the property for generously
allowing us to host our event within the confines of their
remarkable home. Their hospitality played a vital role in
creating an unforgettable experience for all attendees.
We are excited to present our upcoming August issue,
which is replete with inspiring stories that will undoubt-
edly tug at your heartstrings. These stories epitomize
the unwavering passion for real estate and the resilience
exhibited by top producers in overcoming personal chal-
lenges. We are confident that their tales will leave you

inspired and motivated.

In addition, we invite you to explore our expert article on
“Why Travel Insurance is Important.” This informative

piece offers valuable tips to ensure you have a worry-free
vacation, providing essential insights into the significance

of travel insurance.

This month, we are delighted to feature Provision Packs as
our chosen charity. We encourage you to participate in the
Back Pack Bash scheduled for September 23rd and show
your support for this worthy cause. Your involvement can
make a profound difference in the lives of those in need.

Mark your calendars for the 12th annual Great American
Go Kart Race with DBAAR, benefiting RPAC, on
September 14th. Whether you assemble a team or attend
as an individual, this event promises an incredibly

enjoyable time. Sponsorship opportunities are also

COMMUNITY!

available, and for further information, please contact

dmcash@daytonarealtors.org.

Once again, thank you to all of you who attended the
Celebration Event and continue to support Volusia Flagler
Real Producers. We hope you enjoy our August issue and
find it to be a source of inspiration and valuable insights for

your real estate endeavors.

WHAT CAN YOU DO TO HELP VOLUSIA FLAGLER REAL
PRODUCERS COMMUNITY GROW?

It’s simple! Nominate or refer your favorite businesses in
the area to be a part of our community. You can submit
their information to me at jayme@n2co.com or our Volusia
Flagler Real Producers page on FB. A phone call or text is
great too, 816-642-6800.

This is an amazing opportunity to build a strong referral
base with people who do a majority of business in our local

area. Sharing is caring.

WHAT DOES THIS MAGAZINE MEAN TO THE REALTOR®?
It is a badge of honor to be receiving this magazine out of
the thousands of agents in our area. We want to validate
your business and achievements! There are so many incred-
ible producers who don’t get the opportunity to be in the
spotlight as they should. We will celebrate our local legends
each month and the success they’ve created.

We have a lot of great events planned for the year so make

sure to keep an eye out for your personal invite.

Do you need to update your email or mailing address on

file? Please send an email to jayme@nZ2co.com.

Let’s ROCK 2023 together!

Jayme Dickey

Volusia Flagler Real Producers

jayme@n2co.com

LET’S CONNECT: Please follow our Instagram & FB at

Volusia Flagler Real Producers
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5 REASONS WHY TRAVEL INSURANCE IS A MUST

I wish | had money every time a client asks me, “Do | really

are some instances, let’s say you are only doing an overnlght
inexpensive hotel stay, and in that case, no you don’t need travel
insurance. But in most cases, 100% YES!!!

#1 VACATIONS ARE COSTLY!
Bad things happen and it always seems to be an out
of the blue emergency that prevents you from taking

your vacation.

I have heard from my clients one too many times,
“Nothing is stopping us from taking this vacation, so
we won’t need travel insurance.” Famous last words! A
hurricane hits your house and you lose everything; true
story! Your brother dies from Covid a few days before
you travel, another true story. Your father dies unex-

pectedly a week before your cruise, etc......

You have just paid $8k for the trip of a lifetime and you
don’t purchase travel insurance because you just know
nothing is going to happen. But then it does and when
you call the cruise line (or resort) and explain what
happened, they’re sympathetic — but you're not getting
your money back. Company policy clearly states that
there are no refunds if you cancel within 14 days of
departure. Once the final payment has been made, you

are pretty much out of luck.

Situations like these are why travel insurance is a must.
When you have travel insurance with trip cancellation
benefits, you can get reimbursement for prepaid, nonre-
fundable trip costs when you must cancel for a covered
reason. Covered reasons can include situations like the
covered serious illness or injury of the insured person,
a travel companion or a family member; the death of the
insured traveler, traveling companion or a family mem-
ber; a natural disaster or other event that renders your

destination uninhabitable; etc.

#2 MEDICAL SERVICES OVERSEAS ARE EXPENSIVE!
Example: You’re taking this incredible excursion ride on
an ATV in Mexico and on this tour, you slam into a big
bolder and break your leg. You arrive at the hospital and
your medical bills climb into the tens of thousands.

Or even worse, you get this horrible illness and need
medical evacuation; you can only imagine what that will

cost and it does happen!

As the U.S. State Department notes, “many foreign

medical facilities and providers require cash payment up

DY expert corner ey cemac

front and do not accept U.S. insurance plans. Medicare does

not provide coverage outside of the United States.”

When you have travel insurance with emergency medical
benefits, it can pay for losses due to covered medical and den-
tal emergencies that occur during your trip. Emergency med-
ical transportation benefits can pay for medically necessary
transportation to the nearest appropriate medical facility,

as well as the cost of getting you home following a covered

injury or illness.

As you weigh the small cost of buying insurance against the mas-

sive costs of a medical emergency overseas, it’s a no-brainer.

#3 DO YOU REALLY WANT A MINOR MISHAP TO RUIN
YOUR TRIP?

A vacation is an investment in your happiness. And when that
vacation starts off with a canceled flight, a missed connec-
tion, a missing bag or another travel hiccup, that happy travel
feeling fades.

Travel insurance can help make these situations better. Travel
Delay Benefits can reimburse you for additional accommo-
dation/travel expenses and lost prepaid expenses due to a
covered departure delay of six or more hours. Baggage Delay
Benefits can reimburse you for the reasonable additional
purchase of essential items during your trip if your baggage

is delayed or misdirected by a common carrier for 24 hours
or more. Several more benefits address other common travel

mishaps, so check your plan to see what’s included.

#4 HURRICANES HAPPEN

When a hurricane or winter storm closes the airport for days,
keeping you from reaching the resort you’re heading to, you
could lose the cost of airfare, side trips and even what you’ve
paid for the resort. Buying your travel insurance policy when you

book your trip may help you get reimbursed for these costs.

#5 EVEN EXPERT TRAVELERS NEED HELP

One of the best reasons to buy travel insurance is the peace of
mind you get from knowing help’s just a phone call away.
When you face a crisis while traveling—a medical emergency,
a lost passport, a stolen wallet, a natural disaster, etc. having
that peace of mind knowing you have that insurance protection

and it’s just a call away, will make your travel less stressful.

SUMMARY

Cost is the number one reason people dorn’t buy travel insur-
ance. I understand! If you're already paying thousands for

a long-awaited cruise or resort vacation, it’s tough to spend
even a little more on insurance. Spend that small amount on

insurance and receive peace of mind.

BUILD WITH
CONFIDENCE

Building your dream home? We’'re
with you, from the ground up.
Contact me today to get started!

Rachael Gilbert

Mortgage Banker, NMLS# 737430
C: 386.547.8401
rachael.gilbert@amerisbank.com
amerisbank.com/rachaelgilbert

N

78\ AMERIS BANK

{ } MORTGAGE SERVICES FDIC

=)

Al loans subject to credit approval

C.M. Custom Pool Designs is a family-owned and operated
business that takes pride in the quality of our pools and in
keeping our customers satisfied.

1133 N US Highway 1, Ormond Beach, FL 32174 - (386) 615-7425

Experience Luxury
with
The Elite Concierge

Elevate your vacation rental experience with The
Elite Concierge. Our range of luxury services
transforms your getaway into an extraordinary
escape. From personalized private chef experiences,
to in home spa services, we ensure every aspect of
your stay is perfect.

:hisewer _amxﬁ |3«indulganwwnhv1=hr
Elite Cnnclnrga

e —

—— — -

Connect with us -
‘Website Facebook

QY |

The Elite Concierge

A

386-295-5364
Theeliteconcierge@outlook.com

Volusia Flagler REAL Producers - 11



Stacey

Photography by: Walton’s Photography
Written by: Manuela Nivia

MAKING A COMEBACK

In the world of real estate,

success stories often emerge from
unexpected places. Few agents,
however, can boast a redemption
arc quite like Stacey Mathews-
Johnson. For years, Stacey battled
the powerful grip of addiction,
which sent her down a destructive
path and took a heavy toll on her
life and the lives of those around
her. It’s with immense tenacity and
resilience that Stacey eventually
overcame addiction and emerged as
a prominent figure in the real estate
industry. Now eight years clean and
sober, Stacey’s story is a testament
to the power of recovery, personal
growth, and second chances.

“I had open-heart surgery twice,”
Stacey recalled. “When I almost died
was when I reached my bottom. It
didn’t just save my life—it completely
changed my life. 'm grateful to be an
addict because it gave me the life I
have now. I'm a very grateful person
who lives with intention and purpose
and I didn’t have that before, even

before I was an addict.”

With the unwavering support of her
family, Stacey discovered Narcotics
Anonymous, which became a crucial
turning point in her journey. It pro-
vided her not only with a supportive
community but a lifeline, connecting
her with individuals who understood
her struggles. This transformative
experience instilled in her a renewed
sense of purpose that became the cat-
alyst for positive change and propelled

her toward a more hopeful future.

12 - August 2023

“I found a recovery 12-step program

and it was everything I'd ever been
looking for,” Stacey shared. “I found
people that understood me and spoke
my language. People who understood
my trials and tribulations. My support
system in recovery has become a
second family because you go through
everything together. I never have to
be alone again and that really makes

life worth living.”

Prior to her battle with addiction,
Stacey recalled a burgeoning interest
in real estate. It was ultimately the
COVID-19 pandemic, however, that
forced her to reevaluate her profes-
sional goals and served as the unex-
pected impetus for her entry into the
business. Since obtaining her license
in 2020, Stacey’s genuine passion for
people and her commitment to pro-
viding exceptional service has set her

apart in the industry. A firm believer

in the power of connection, she has
found in real estate an opportunity to
serve clients on a personal level and
guide them through the intricacies of
the home buying and selling process

with empathy.

“I don’t like to be involved in anything
that’s gimmicky or that you have to
sell people on,” Stacey explained. “I
love that real estate sells itself. You
just have to take care of people and

I really enjoy that. 'm motivated by
the fact that there are no ceilings—
all while being able to help people’s

dreams come true.”

During her journey, Stacey found
invaluable support from mentors, par-
ticularly accomplished women in her
Keller Williams office who guided her
through the initial stages of her real
estate career. Their encouragement
fortified her resolve, instilling the
confidence she needed to succeed. As
2021 Rookie of the Year, she quickly
earned a spot among the top three
agents for Best of Volusia County as
well as the top individual agent for

closed units two years running.

“I feel like my past has made me a
better person in every area,” Stacey
described. “It’s given me the tenac-

ity, grit, and hustle to know I can

get through anything. Everything is
‘figureoutable’ if I can come back from
the dead and live a thriving life full of
happiness. I feel like 'm ahead of the
game because of it. It really gave me a
positive outlook and I think that having
that mindset gets you so much further.”




Despite her success, Stacey’s aspiration to make a positive impact
extends beyond real estate. She remains grounded by a desire to
serve her community and help others achieve their own comeback
stories. She actively sponsors women in their recovery journeys,
speaks at treatment centers, and shares her story to inspire those

facing similar challenges.

“A huge goal of mine is to help other people who are going
through what I did because it gave me the life I have today,”
Stacey shared. “My whole life is because of Narcotics
Anonymous. So many people struggle, and everyone has some-
one affected by it. I just want to give back to the community that

gave me everything.”

Stacey’s genuine authenticity and relentless work ethic have
earned her the support and trust of those who have witnessed
her transformation. Looking to the future, she aims to expand her
reach and continue to make a positive impact in the lives of those

she encounters—both within real estate and beyond.

“Growing up in this town and having such a public fall and now

a public rise, that’s actually helped me tremendously because
people want to support the people they know,” Stacey said. “I feel
eternally grateful for my success and will continue to put in the

hard work it takes to sustain it.”

MOLD,
ODORS,
TESTING
& WATER
DAMAGE

- 80 Odor & 100’s of health altering contaminants
killed organically — usually in 20 hrs with
one-of-a-kind NASA Technology

- A top reputable company with 10,000+
happy clients!

- 75% Saving from traditional mold remediation
in most cases and much more effective —
especially in A/C, duct work, & furnishings.

SEE o2wizard.com FOR HEALTH QUIZ,
TESTIMONIALS, PICS & MORE DETAILS.

386-689-4563

14 - August 2023
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SPRAY TANNING
TEETH WHITENING

ColdenGlowBySabrina.com
(386) 286-2090

600 S Yonge St #11A, Ormond Beach, FL 32174

Pressure With a Purpose
Stormi Walker LMT

Specializing in
Ashiatsu
Deep Tissue
Massage
and Body Work

(386)286-7724

By Appointment Only

A\

MILITARY/ FIRST RESPONDER DISCOUNT

NEW CONSTRUCTION SPECIALIST « PRE-DRYWALL FULL INSPECTION
1TMOS WARRANTY INSPECTION

Cars, Trucks, RV Boats, Motorcycles

386-220-03a4

-—

Certified Cruise Specialist, Certified Luxury Specialist
Specializing in Cruises, All Inclusive Resorts

WEEKEND CRUISE GETAWAY

DEC 1-4 OUT OF PORT CANAVERAL ONBOARD ROYAL CARIBBEAN'S ALLURE OF THE SEAS

Interior - $492.22 per person
Central Park View Balcony - $585.22 per person
Ocean View Balcony - $706.22 per person

404-242-9334

ggmack@travelmation.net

m Oe

TRAVELMAT]|ON

TOPPRODw
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P» daytona beach area association of realtors

GREAT AMERICAN

Each year local, state and national Realtor associations
fundraise for RPAC. Our local association holds an annual
go-kart race to fundraise for RPAC. This race is held at the
Daytona Lagoon and offers several different ways to partic-
ipate. Typically there are 18-20 teams that are sponsored
by local brokerages and business partners. Agents can also
purchase spectator tickets which provide dinner, and access
to the dry activities in the park. This has become quite the
event and gets very competitive. There are sponsorship

opportunities as well.

RPAC stands for the Realtor Political Action Committee, this
commiittee is not a red or blue political party, it is the Realtor
party. This PAC works for the Realtor profession and sup-
ports policies and legislation in our local, state and national
arenas geared towards protecting homeowner’s rights along
with supporting candidates for office who share the same

view on these topics. Now is more important than ever as

there are so many topics that are at the top of the priority list.

Below are a few of the pressing issues (and recent wins).

Priority - SB 102 (Live Local Act): The comprehensive
affordable housing bill that was a major priority for Florida
Realtors® this year. This bill includes the statewide ban on

rent control that we advocated for.

Priority - HB 7063 (Tax Package): Includes a 1% cut to

the Business Rent Tax, bringing it down from 5.5% to 4.5%,
saving businesses approximately $260 million. This cut will
take effect on Dec. 1, 2023, followed by the planned reduc-
tion to 2% in August 2024.

Priority - HB 761 (Telephone Solicitation): Amends cer-
tain provisions of the Florida Telephone Solicitation Act
(FTSA) to clarify definitions and written consent require-
ments to put an end to frivolous lawsuits against brokerages

and other businesses.

Priority - SB 7052 (Insurer Accountability): Contains a
number of provisions intended to increase consumer pro-

tection and insurer accountability in Florida.

Priority - HB 881 (My Safe Florida Home Program):
Expands eligibility requirements of the home hardening
grant program known as My Safe Florida Home and allo-

cates an additional $100 million for the program.

Priority - SB 154 (Condominium and Cooperative

Associations): Clarifies previous condo reforms, such as

who can perform milestone inspections, flood insurance require-
ments, the specific items subject to a structural integrity reserve
study, and the resale disclosure requirements associated with

milestone inspections, reserve studies and newly added turnover

inspection reports.

Bill of Interest - SB 770 (Residential Loan Alternative
Agreements): Created to stop certain very long-term listing
agreements that were causing consumer harm. The original bill
penalized legitimate real estate practices. Worked with lawmak-
ers to amend the bill so long-standing real estate practices were

not prevented.

Bill of Interest - HB 133 (Fees in Lieu of Security Deposits):
Provides the option for a landlord to offer a tenant to pay a fee in

lieu of a security deposit.

Bill of Interest — SB 574 (Termination of Agreements by a
Servicemember): Provides clarity about the type of housing eligible

for lease termination if a service member receives military orders.

Bill of Interest - HB 1091 (Licensing Fee Relief): Instructs the
Florida Department of Professional and Business Regulation
(DBPR) to waive 50% of the initial licensing fee and 50% of a licens-
ee’s renewal fee for the 2023-2024 and 2024-2025 fiscal years.

Bill of Interest — HB 1379 (Environmental Protection):
Comprehensive water quality bill that focuses on areas of the
state with a Basin Management Action Plan (BMAP), reasonable

assurance plan or other pollution reduction plan.

Bill of Interest — SB 678 (Disposal of Property): Allows the
Florida Department of Transportation to transfer property to a
governmental entity without consideration if the property will be

used for affordable housing.

Bill of Interest — SB 264 (Interests of Foreign Countries): Limits
and regulates the sale, purchase and ownership of certain proper-

ties in Florida by specific foreign principals, persons and entities.

Bill of Interest — HB 793 (Collateral Protection Insurance on
Real Property): Establishes a legal framework for the writing of
forced-placed insurance coverage on real property in Florida.
The bill specifies the coverage and premium must be based on a
home’s “last known” replacement cost, maintains the separation
between lenders or servicers and insurers or insurance agents,
and minimizes the possibilities of unfair competition practices in

the sale, placement, or solicitation and negotiation of CPL.

RESIDENTIAL ¢ COMMERCIAL o REFINANCES

Real estate sntjust (o]
are plentiful eople
aren't you in the mix? uﬁi}jjladﬁ'ntu;a O] pe rties for both

nvestorsiand homeowners, Americans are looki g tolinves
x Bl i i

property overseas.

Shouldn'tyou bell HE perso to helpthe ?
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£
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To get started, register right away for
our ISA Certification: www.isa-certification.com
Be-Niched
6205 Thomas Dr, F1, Panama City Beach, FL 32408, USA
info@be-niched.com

Rl
Rty o

www.Realtyprotitle.com

Call A Title Pro For All Your Title Needs
386-672-3840

ALTONS PHOTOGRAPHY OFFERS
VADEOGRAPHY & PHOTOGRAPHY

CONTACT: (321) 51%486
EMAIL: XAVIERWAL N10%@GMAIL.COM
GOOGLE: WALTONS .PHO RAPHY
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RESILIENCE FROM THE HEART

In the face of unimaginable challenges, some individuals

rise above and become a beacon of inspiration for others.

Wes Stricklen’s story is one such example. From battling

a debilitating autoimmune disorder to surviving a life-
threatening heart condition, Wes’s determination has not only
transformed his life but also made a lasting impact on the
lives of those around him. As a real estate professional, Wes
remained committed to serving his clients, even as he fought
for his life—it’s this fortitude that has shaped his extraordinary

path of recovery and resilience.

“I was very bitter for a long time,” Wes described. “But I

realized everybody has issues, everybody has something

18 - August 2023

they’re dealing with in their life, and most of the time we
don’t know what it is. It’s made me more patient, kinder, and
empathetic to others also suffering. It not only completely

changed me physically, but also emotionally and spiritually.”

On a fateful day in March 2018, Wes woke up to a world of
uncertainty, his body paralyzed by what doctors ulti-
mately attributed to an autoimmune disorder. Despite the
overwhelming pain and physical limitations, Wes refused
to let his condition hinder his real estate vocation. Even in
the face of adversity, he sought to keep moving forward,
attending to his client’s needs, and finding innovative ways

to fulfill his professional obligations.

“I would show houses in a wheel-

chair, or someone would walk beside
me, and I would use a cane,” Wes
recalled. “I just didn’t stop—I didn’t
let it stop me. If a customer called, I
found a way to get there. I continued
to show houses and work, and in a
way, it helped to keep my mind off my

medical reality.”

Just a year into his paralysis, Wes faced
yet another life-altering moment when
he woke up to excruciating pain caused
by a tear in his aorta, also known as an
ascending aortic dissection. This con-

dition required immediate open-heart

surgery, which set his chances of survival at a mere three percent. However, the
tenacity and faith that had defined Wes’s journey thus far, continued to carry him

through. Against all odds, he not only survived the operation but inexplicably took
his first steps in a year, following the surgery.

“Now I can raise my arms, I have no pain anymore,” Wes explained.”] play golf, I
ride my motorcycle—it’s all gone, and the doctors have no answers. It taught me

that nothing in life is guaranteed and caused me to really appreciate every day.”

Despite enduring four additional heart surgeries in 2019 alone, Wes’s dedi-
cation to his real estate clients never faltered. Even from his hospital bed, he
continued to close deals, while his wife, Renee, acted as his trusted partner in
the real estate business. Wes’s perseverance, coupled with his wife’s steadfast
support, ensured that their clients received exceptional service, often without

realizing the challenges the Stricklen family was personally facing.

“My wife is my number one supporter,” Wes shared. “People don’t realize how
hard it is on the caregiver. All of the times I couldn’t move, she was the one
who helped me up, helped me bathe, all of those things. She would drive from
Shands [Hospital] in Gainesville to show a house on my behalf, and then to go

to the closing, and the client never knew I was in the hospital.”
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Throughout his challenging journey,
Wes attributes his resilience to his res-
olute faith and the support of his loved
ones, friends, and colleagues. From the
prayers and outreach of their church
community to the overwhelming pres-
ence of nearly 30 individuals who waited
with his family during his surgeries, he
discovered the true meaning of friend-
ship. The outpouring of support from
his real estate peers further highlighted
for him the compassion and camaraderie
within the industry. With his commu-
nity’s prayers and encouragement, Wes
was able to walk his daughter Rebecca
down the aisle following his paralysis
and later his daughter Tabitha following

his surgeries.

“I was extremely blessed to have my wife,
my family and my friends that took their
time to sit with me during those days,

as sometimes that’s all you need—just
somebody there,” Wes described.”Many,
many people from real estate reached

out. I won’t ever forget that.”

) Hamilton

HOME MORTGAGE
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Wes’s journey has also become a
source of inspiration for others. As
part of his own healing journey, he
joined an open-heart surgery forum
on Facebook, where he actively
seeks out opportunities to encour-
age and support individuals facing
similar challenges. His firsthand
experience and empathetic nature
allow him to provide a guiding light
to friends and strangers across the
globe. By sharing his own story and
offering words of encouragement,
Wes finds solace in helping others

navigate their journeys.

“You go through ups and downs
and the depression is very real,”
Wes shared. “It’s really hard at the
beginning when you come out of
open-heart surgery because you
can’t do anything if you’re in pain
all the time. When I hear people
that are going through stuff, my
main advice is to find a way to find
peace and happiness and force

yourself to keep moving.”

SPECIAL MORTGAGE
BENEFITS:

* VA, FHA, Conventional and
USDA loans are eligible

* Purchases & Refinances

* Dedicated service from a
team of mortgage experts

HAMILTO
%4 FOR HEROE

MILITARY - NURSES - T[AEHEHE—N[IW@_— FIREFIGHTERS - EMT - PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT
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" Provision Packs

8 years ago in a 2nd-grade classroom, Carrie
Torres, Founder and Executive Director of
Provision Packs came face to face with childhood
hunger. “The two boys stood in separate corners of
the classroom, away from the holiday festivities,
both inhaling their food with euphoria and desper-
ation. It reminded me of a boxing match, except
this was no game...this was childhood hunger and
that is the day my life changed.” 1in 5 children is

at risk of going to bed hungry in Central Florida,
especially on weekends when the free and reduced
breakfast and lunch program offered by the schools
is not available. “I, like many, assumed that there
were enough programs in place to make sure that
at the very least our children were being fed. I

had no idea how many non-title one schools were
challenged with serving the underserved in our
community” says Torres. “My intention was to
temporarily serve a few students until I could bring
in the calvary, I quickly realized that there was no
calvary and in the words of Gandhi, “Be the change
you wish to see in the world.” With that Torres
recruited friends and family to help feed upwards
of two dozen students at the first school and with

a pleading call from another elementary school

Provision Packs was born.

Our mission at Provision Packs is to provide
well-balanced supplemental nutrition for weekends
and extended holidays. Each pack offers children
portions of 8-10 meals, and each pack is discretely
placed in the child’s backpack on Friday afternoon
with the hopes of closing the gap on childhood
hunger. Discretion, ease and accessibility are of the
utmost importance to the Provision Packs organiza-

tion. All that is required is the parents’ permission.

No statistics or analytical data is required from the
parents or the schools. As Torres explained: “This
allows us to reach more children and encourages
my schools to participate, however, it knocks us out

of most grants and state funding. This is where our

community steps in and feeds the need. I wanted to
create a movement...an opportunity for our com-
munity to come together. Whether you had $5.00
or $500 dollars you can make a difference and the
best part is it all stays right here.... feeding our kids

today, and tomorrow’s future.”

As aresult of the limiting availability of grants

and state funding, Provision Packs relies heavily
on our local businesses, volunteers, individuals
and our AMAZING fundraisers. The first event of
this upcoming school year is our Backpack Bash

on September 23rd at the Forever Ranch Ormond
Beach from 6:00 pm-10:00 pm. Tickets are just $50
and includes food from local restaurants, outdoor
games, a huge silent auction, live music from local

favorite Hayfire and much more!

Provision Packs serves 15 schools, upwards of 800
students per week for approximately 36 weeks

per year in Volusia and Flagler counties. “Our

food costs alone for the 2023-2024 school year is
$250,000. Provision Packs survived the pandemic
and inflation, but this year we will cut it close. For
our non-profit we are hit twice: increased food
costs and increased demand. We have been blessed
by this community and I have faith that together we

will rise to meet the need.”

Visit www,provisionpacks.org to make a donation,

purchase event tickets and for more information.
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“ANCHORED IN SERVICE”

A proud New Smyrna Beach native and
top-performing real estate agent, Tara
Lyall is renowned for her dedication

to her clients and her steadfast
commitment to achieving outstanding
results. With a deep knowledge of

the local market and a wealth of
experience, Tara has established
herself as a dynamic and accomplished
professional since her start in the
business. Her passion for helping
fellow agents set a higher bar for the
industry inspired her to establish her
own brokerage under The High Tide
Group in 2022—a firm that is already
making waves in the local market.

“I transitioned to running my own
brokerage because I felt like I had
reached a peak in my career, and I
really wanted to help agents learn
and grow,” Tara shared. “I've really
enjoyed mentoring and coaching
agents who are just starting out so

they can be successful.”

Tara began her career as a globe-trot-
ting flight attendant for Southwest
Airlines, where she cultivated a
remarkable ability to connect with
people from diverse backgrounds—a
skill that seamlessly translated into
her role as a real estate professional.
In 2015, she sought a more flexi-

ble career opportunity that better
prioritized her growing family. Eager
to assist others in navigating the real
estate market, Tara spent her first
two years in the business as a buyer’s
agent. In this role, she not only helped
hundreds of families but developed a
keen understanding of the needs and

aspirations of her clients.

“I had a couple of friends who were in
real estate, and it piqued my interest,”
Tara described. “I earned my first list-
ing by knocking on the door of a home
for sale by the owner. After repre-
senting the buyer as well as the seller
and closing over the asking price at
$1.2 million, I was hooked.”

Consistently ranked in the top five

percent of agents across New Smyrna

THE

Beach, Tara was recruited in 2022 by Side—a real estate tech-
nology company that exclusively partners with high-performing
agents. With their support, Tara transformed her team into a
market-leading boutique business. Side’s one-of-a-kind brokerage
platform and expansive network from coast-to-coast have also
ensured The High Tide Group remains on the cutting edge of the
evolving real estate market. Alongside the nine agents at her bro-
kerage, Tara recently celebrated the official opening of The High

Tide Group’s new office on Flagler Avenue.

“Side’s state-of-the-art marketing, technology, administrative,
and legal services are instrumental in helping us grow and
strengthen our brand while offering the essential tech support
that today’s real estate industry demands,” Tara said. “My goal is
now to recruit more agents that want to work in an amazing team
at a small brokerage. We have a lot of camaraderie and we’re
excited about building something great.”

Under the motto ‘anchored in service,” The High Tide Group has
established itself as a full-service boutique firm that demon-
strates a commitment to serving clients beyond the completion
of a sale. Whether it’s providing recommendations for local
service providers, offering guidance on property management, or

addressing any post-sale concerns, they strive to be a reliable and
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NUMBER ONE. WE TRULY

CUSTOMERS EVEN AFTER

THE SALE IS COMPLE'I:E.

supportive resource for the individuals they serve.
This client-centric approach has earned Tara’s
brokerage a reputation as a trusted partner in the

real estate journey.

“No matter their need or the market condi-

tion, our clients are always number one,” Tara
described. “We truly believe that we’re still serv-
ing our customers even after the sale is complete.
We have a strong network, so we bring a lot of

value and we’re always here for our clients.”

Drawing on her passion for design and transfor-
mation, Tara offers in-house staging and styling
services. Her firsthand experience in owning and
operating vacation rentals as well as having built
her own home alongside a licensed contractor has
allowed her to provide tailored insights and guid-
ance. By incorporating her coastal modern style,
Tara helps clients transform their properties into
desirable destinations or contemporary living

spaces that align with current design trends.

“It’s something I’ve always been interested in,”
Tara shared. “I love the design aspect and seeing
something from the 1980s be completely trans-
formed to 2023. I actually built my house three
years ago. It was from 1952 and I took it down to
the slab and rebuilt it from the ground floor to the

second floor.”

Just days after the official opening of her bro-
kerage, Tara suffered a personal tragedy with
the unexpected passing of her husband, Joseph.
A world-renowned sport fishing captain, Joseph
suffered a heart attack while on a surftripina
remote town in Costa Rica. A testament to her
personal strength and resilience, Tara has chan-
neled her grief into a mission to prevent similar
tragedies from occurring. She single-handedly
raised enough funds to bring a medical kit and two
AEDs to the area. Together, the couple shared

a love for the ocean, boating, and exploring the

beautiful beach town they called home.

“He was a force to be reckoned with and one
incredible human being,” Tara shared. “I just want
his light to shine through me and I will do every-
thing I can to make that so whether it’s by serving

my clients, my family, or my community.”

Photos were taken at The High Tide Group office
at 224 Flagler Ave NSB Fl 32169 and Tara’s featured
luxury listing at 202 S. Atlantic Avenue NSB FL 32169
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FB: @cldphotofamily 1G:@cld.photo.family

Not Just Photography But an Adventure
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[ love to captfure moments that would otherwise
be forgotten -- if not caught on camera.

Call or text 407-949-8314

cldphotofamily.com
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One Stop Complete Home Remodeling

We Do It ALL For You

ACL Remodeling LLC

T

Rp Real Producers magazine started in Indianapolis in 2015 and is now in
. over 130 markets across the nation and continues to spread rapidly.

Real Producers magazine started in Indianapolis
in 2015 and is now in over 130 markets across the

nation and continues to spread rapidly.

Q: WHO RECEIVES REAL PRODUCERS MAGAZINES?
A: The top 300+ real estate agents in the Volusia
Flagler Counties.

Q: WHAT IS THE GOAL OF THIS MAGAZINE?

A: We believe that we are better together. When we
surround ourselves with other successful, like-minded
people, we grow to new heights. Real Producersis a
platform that brings together the most elite individu-

als in Volusia Flagler Counties real estate.

‘We take the top 300 real estate agents and RP-vetted
businesses in every market, and we build an exclu-
sive community around that group. We share their
stories, successes, market trends, and upcoming
events — really, anything that will connect, inform

and inspire, we put in our monthly publication.

Q: DOES REAL PRODUCERS HAVE EVENTS?
A: Yes! We will have specific networking events
throughout the year.

Q: WHAT IS THE PROCESS FOR BEING FEATURED
IN THIS MAGAZINE?

A: It’s really simple. You have to be on the top 300
list, and we take nominations seriously. You can
nominate other real estate agents, businesses, bro-
kers, owners or even yourself! Office leaders can
also nominate real estate agents. We will consider

anyone brought to our attention who is in the top

300 because we don’t know everyone’s story, so we
need your help to learn about them. We cannot guar-
antee a feature, but we encourage you to meet with
one of our team members, support Real Producers and

attend our private events to increase your chances.

Q: WHAT DOES IT COST A REAL ESTATE AGENT/TEAM
TO BE FEATURED?

A: Zero, zilch, zippo, nada, nil. It costs nothing, my
friends, so nominate away! We are not a pay-to-play

model. We share real stories of Real Producers.

Q: WHO ARE THE RP-VETTED BUSINESSES?

A: They are one of the best businesses in Volusia
Flagler Counties in their category, and you can find
them listed in our index! We don’t just find these
businesses off the street, nor do we work with all
businesses that approach us. Many of the top agents
have recommended every single business you see in
this publication. We won’t even meet with a business
that has not been vetted by one of you and “stamped
for approval,” in a sense. Our team will further vet
every business to make sure they are a good fit and
bring value to our community. Our goal is to create a
powerhouse network, not only for the best real estate
agents in the area but the best businesses so we can

grow stronger together.

Q: HOW CAN | RECOMMEND A BUSINESS?
A: If you want to recommend a business that works

with top real estate agents, please email or message us!

Email:jayme@n2co.com

« Kitchen Remodeling

« Quartz Countertops

« Bathroom Transformation
« Flooring

« Fomily Owned and
Operated.

« Licensed and Insured

« General Contractor

Call us today for FREE estimate

386-202-1876

ACLremodelingLLC.com
Follow us on Facebook ﬁ
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Nic Martin - Licensed Insurance Agent
(334) 300-3209
Are your clients new to the area, retiring, or Medicare eligible?
Are they self-employed or leaving employment?
Are they looking for an advisor to represent their best interests?

Look no further! My name is Nic Martin and as a licensed insurance expert | can
find coverage to fit your client’s individual situation. With access to numerous
insurance companies | can present ALL options available and recommend the right
plan for their needs and budget. For personalized service call (334) 300-3999 or
email at nic.martin@healthmarkets.com today!

Private Insurance - Affordable Care Act - Medicare Supplement - Medicare Advantage
Long Term Care - Whole Life - Term Life - Annuities

Nic Martin Licensed Insurance Agent
334-300-3999 - nic.martin@healthmarkets.com - healthmarkets.com/nic.martin

HealthMarkets Insurance Agency
Health | Medicare | Small Group | Life | Supplemental
4455 Baymeadows Road, Suite 104 - Jacksonville, FL 32217

C (334) 300-3999 - < O (386) 346-5755 = > F (904) 425-9076
NMartin@HealthMarkets.com - HealthMarkets.com/NMartin




