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FREE Inspections
Serving Albuquerque, Rio Rancho, East Mountain, and Surrounding Areas

505.250.6500
waterextractionexperts.com

INSURANCE CLAIMS ASSISTANCE

24 HOUR EMERGENCY RESPONSE

CERTIFIED TECHNICIANS

WE ARE
THE LEADERS

WITH OVER 100

GOOGLE
REVIEWS!

UNEXPECTED EMERGENCY?
Water Extraction Experts are 

your trusted solution! 

Matt and his crew were on time, professional and 

e�cient in tackling the collapsed ceiling in our guest 

room. No detail was left unattended. Their attention 

to detail was impressive. We are con�dent their 

restoration will be long lasting. Call them. 

You won't be sorry.

Mike K.

WATER DAMAGE RESTORATION 
AND MOLD REMEDIATION

Chris Hood
Sales Manager

505-212-8000 Office
505-453-5506 Mobile

NMLS #234059

Joshua and Chris Hood.

Joshua Hood
Junior Loan Officer

505-212-8003 Office
505-359-8233 Mobile

 NMLS #2000145

Chris and his team go above and 
beyond to help. Very pleasant to work 

with. Our whole family has been 
working with Chris for years. No one 

else we would do business with, he has 
always been very helpful.

- Elizabeth CH

Chris and his team
go above and
beyond!
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INSPECTION REPORT REPAIRS  |  REMODELS  |  ELECTRICAL SERVICE UPGRADES  |  RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Lic. # 389951  |  505.934.1 221   |  bencoelectricllc@gmail.com  |  BencoElectricLLC.net

O U T S TA N D I N G  C U S TO M E R  S U P P O R T  +  S E R V I C E

Prompt electrical 
inspections and 

timely repairs from 
Benco Electric will 

ensure your deals 
will close on time!

”
Veteran Owned & Operated - USAF
25% discount to active & retired

military as well as first responders

HOME INSPECTIONS I PRE-SALE INSPECTIONS I THERMAL INSPECTIONS

Call today to schedule
an appointment
505-353-2979
firemanhomeinspections.com

Prompt service
& easy to read
reports

“He was very thorough and 
answered all of out questions. The 
report he provided us was easy to 
read and extremely helpful. I will 
certainly call again and will be 
recommending this company to 
everyone I know.
- Steven W. Rio Rancho NM

Retained servicing of 90% of our loans.

No 800 number to call, questions go straight to your loan officer. 

In-house appraisal board and local operations for fast turn times.

Portfolio programs for Advanced Medical Professionals.

Portfolio ARM programs for primary, second home,
investment and non-warrantable condos.

Builder Incentive Program – buyers receive $2,500 towards
closing costs with any builder.

Sarah Whitlock
Mortgage Banker, NMLS #640507

Call/Text: 505 239 1022
swhitlock@bankofalbuquerque.com

Lauren Sandoval
Mortgage Banker, NMLS #1654808
Call/Text: 505.553.2059
lsandoval@bankofalbuquerque.com

Happy 4th Anniversary,
Real Producers!!

Lauren and Sarah take pride in the many relationships
built through RP, and more to come!

DISCLAIMER: Any articles included in this publication and/or opinions expressed therein do not necessarily reflect the views of The N2 Company d/b/a Real Producers but 
remain solely those of the author(s). The paid advertisements contained within the ABQ Real Producers magazine are not endorsed or recommended by The N2 Company or 
the publisher. Therefore, neither The N2 Company nor the publisher may be held liable or responsible for business practices of these companies.

If you are interested in contributing or nominating Realtors for certain stories, please email 
us at ml.rauch@realproducersmag.com, or call ML at (505) 250-0092.
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This section has been created to give you easier access when searching for a trusted real estate affiliate. 

Take a minute to familiarize yourself with the businesses sponsoring your magazine. These local businesses 

are proud to partner with you and make this magazine possible. Please support these businesses and thank 

them for supporting the REALTOR® community!

bellbankmortgage.com

Let’s Help 
Homebuyers Make 
Summer Memories
When you use  
Bell Bank Mortgage

NMLS #471722
Mobile: 505.280.0508
yklinkmann@bell.bank

CONTACT ME TODAY!

CLEANING SERVICE

Four Seasons Cleaning
(505) 489-0755
www.fourseasons
cleaning.com

CLOSING GIFTS

Cutco Closing Gifts
Adam Conroy
(847) 691-7367
www.swlegacygifts.com

DUCT RESTORATION

Duct Worx
Scott Herrmann
(505) 600-9374
www.ductworxnm.com

ELECTRICIAN

Benco Electric, LLC
Ben Schroeder
(505) 934-1221
www.bencoelectricllc.net

ESCROW

Sunwest Escrow
Terry White
(505) 237-2225
www.sunwestescrow.com

ESTATE LIQUIDATION

HR Integrity 
Liquidation Services
Barbara Spear
(505) 339-8401

ESTATE SALES

My Auction Addiction
Lloyd Swartz
(505) 252-0915
www.Albuquerque 
AuctionAddiction.com

HOME INSPECTION

Beyond Inspections Service
Michelle Castaneda
(505) 780-8132

Duke City Inspections
Matt Williams
(505) 587-3535
www.dukecity
inspections.com

Fireman Home 
Inspections LLC
Lee Carns
(505) 353-2979
www.firemanhome
inspections.com

Pillar To Post Home 
Inspectors
Joseph Anderson
(505) 934-1511
www.pillartopost.com/
cgteam

HOME STAGING

All About Staging
Trish Tilley
(505) 228-2895
www.allaboutstaging.info

HVAC/PLUMBING

Marathon Mechanical 
Services, LLC
Mikaela Medina
(505) 366-1785
www.marathon
mechanicalnm.net

MMA Mechanical, LLC
Frank Ramirez
(505) 910-5045
www.mmamechanical.com

INSURANCE

Farm Bureau
 Financial Services
Mark Krueger
(505) 998-7250
www.agentmarkkrueger.com

Kimberly Trujillo Farmers 
Insurance Agency
(505) 228-5751
agents.farmers.com/nm/
albuquerque/kimberly-trujillo

INVESTMENTS

New Mexico Residential 
Financial Solutions, LLC
Juan Duran
(505) 907-6294
www.abqcashbuyers.com

LANDSCAPING

La Barge Landscape, Inc.
(505) 345-3000
www.labargelandscape.net

MORTGAGE

Fairway Independent 
Mortage Corporation
(505) 250-8171
www.fairway
independentmc.com
/lo/walt-vieira-289844

Legacy Mortgage 
Powered by Guild
Robert Sanchez
(505) 573-9777
www.legacylends.com

Waterstone Mortgage
Zora LaClair
(505) 389-1900
www.waterstone
mortgage.com

MORTGAGE ADVISOR

Bell Bank Mortgage
Yvette Klinkmann
(505) 366-9090
www.mortgages
byyvette.com

MORTGAGE BANKER

Bank of Albuquerque
Sarah Whitlock
(505) 239-1022 
Lauren Sandoval
(505) 533-2059

MORTGAGE BROKER

Fallbach Mortgage Brokers
Natalie Fallbach
(505) 506-7232
www.nataliefallbach-
homeloans.com

MORTGAGE LOAN OFFICER

Hometrust Mortgage
Chris Hood
(505) 453-5506
NMLS-234059

MOVING & STORAGE

ProRelo Bekins
Brad Killman
(505) 888-1007
www.myabqmover.com

MOVING COMPANY

Faith Moving Company
Nick Fehrenbach
(505) 249-0632
www.faithmoving
company.com

PAINTING SERVICES

E & F Painting LLC
Fermin Sanchez Mendiola
(505) 267-0131

PHOTOGRAPHY-FAMILY/

REAL ESTATE/EVENTS

Liz Lopez Photography
Liz Lopez
(505) 401-9843
www.lizlopez
photography.com

PHOTOGRAPHY/PORTRAIT

Kate The Photographer
(505) 750-4617
www.katethe
photographer.com

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

Couture Brokerage
Toni-Lei Ponic
(505) 321-3259
www.couturebrokerage.com

R1 Property 
Management, LLC
Kimberly Trujillo
(505) 440-5487
www.LTREG.com

ROOFING SERVICES

Alanis Roofing, LLC
Mark Alanis
(505) 710-5507

Hawk Roofing
Justin Hawkins
(505) 450-1479
www.hawkroofing505.com

TITLE COMPANY

First American Title
Hector Ariceaga
(505) 888-8231
www.nm.firstam.com

WATER/MOLD 

RESTORATION

Water Extraction Experts
Matt Adlesperger
(505) 250-6500
www.waterextraction
experts.com

ductworxnm.com
ductworx505@gmail.com

SAY NO TO DUST!

BEFORE AFTER

DuctWorx is Albuquerque’s Most Trusted Air Duct Cleaning, Repair & Restoration Professionals.

FULLY LICENSED, BONDED & INSURED
NMAR 6107 FORM COMPLIANT

DUCT WORX WILL BEAT ANY COMPETITORS PROPOSAL ON RESTORATION BY 10%!

505.600.9374

NOW GET $50 OFF
DRYER VENT

CLEANING,
WHEN YOU GET

A WHOLE HOME DUCT
SYSTEM CLEANING.

*ALBUQUERQUE METRO AREA ONLY
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The Ultimate
Home Inspection

Featuring
• PTP360
   Interactive 360° Visual Inspection Summary

• PTPEstimates Powered by Punchlist
   Cost estimate for Inspection Summary Items

• PTPFloorPlan
   An accurate floor plan of the entire home

• PTPHomeManual Powered by Centriq
   The digital owner's manual for the home

Eric Robinson
(Senior Home Inspector)

Joseph Anderson
(Managing Partner/Home Inspector)

www.pillartopost.com/cgteam

ROOF MAINTENANCE | STORM DAMAGE | FLAT ROOF

Mark V. Alanis | Sales/Project Manager
3734 Commercial St. NE | Albuquerque, NM 87107 

505.710.5507 | malanisnca@yahoo.com

Realtors get special pricing
and priority scheduling!

Call Alanis Roofing
for all your
roofing needs!

Liz Lopez
Photographer

Liz Lopez Photography

Kate Rodriguez 
Kate the Photographer

Elizabeth McCabe
Writer

Annie Hagstrom 
Writer

R E A L  P R O D U C E R S  T E A M

A B Q
M E E T  T H E

Maddie Podish 
Social Media Coordinator

Madison Coble 
Content Coordinator

Laurie Hutcheson
Advertising Strategist

M.L. Rauch
Publisher

Tara Tehune
Client Concierge Manager
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Update your listing 
for a quick sale!

 Interior Paint
 Before/After Closing
 Kitchen Cabinet Paint
 Exterior Paint And Stain
 Stucco And Drywall Repair

Fermin Sanchez Mendiola
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It is hard to 

believe that 

four years ago, 

I welcomed the 

Top 300 agents in 

Albuquerque to the 

brand-new Real Producers community! 

I am humbled and so grateful for the sup-
port of you all, the Realtors and Preferred 
Partners. YOU are the ones that make this 
community happen! It continues to be my 
honor to serve you by telling your stories 
and bringing inspirational energy to this 
community through the monthly magazine, 
and our events. It has truly been a blast 
making great new friendships, and being 
able to do what I love most: connecting 
people and celebrating your successes!

THANK YOU from the bottom of my 
heart to our Preferred Partners, many of 
whom have been with us since the very 
first issue of ABQ Real Producers! To 
my phenomenal staff and team — you 
are the magic behind this platform, and 
I literally could not do it without you!

Cheers, Real Producers community, as we 
enter our fifth year! Be sure to watch your 
emails for an exclusive invitation to our 
September “4 Year Anniversary” event! 
We can’t wait to see you and celebrate!

If we haven’t had the chance to meet, 
please reach out to me. I’d love to grab 
a cup of coffee and get to know you!

Warmest regards,

ML RAUCH 

ml.rauch@realproducers-
mag.com
505-250-0092

publisher’s note

THANK THANK 
YOU!YOU!
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WATCH FOR YOUR EXCLUSIVE 

INVITATION COMING SOON!

YEAR 
ANNIVERSARY 
EVENT

save the date

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 20TH 
5:30 TO 8:00 P.M. 
LOCATION: A LUXURY CAR DEALERSHIP! 

Private event for ABQ Real Producers 
and our Preferred Partners only.

L IVE MUSIC •  HEAVY HORS D’OEUVRES •  COCKTAILS

Real Producers community! We are excited to celebrate our 4-year 

anniversary with you all, ABQ’s rock stars of the real estate community!
Justin Hawkins
Mobile: 505-450-1479
hawkroofing505@gmail.com
hawkroofing505.com
Licensed, bonded & Insured
NM License #400746505-881-4568

SERVICING AND INSTALLING ALL ROOF TYPES:
• Flat (Tar & Gravel,TPO, Modified Bitumin)

• Pitched (shingle, metal, tile)

ROOF NOT 
STORM PROOF?

Free Inspections 
& estimates 
in most cases, within 
24 hours!

Insurance & 
Recovery Specialists

Residential & 
Commerical

Albuquerque, Rio Rancho, Tijeras and surrounding areas

”- P A T R I C I A  F R I P P

IT’S NOT YOUR CLIENT’S
JOB TO REMEMBER YOU.
I T ’S  YOUR  OBL IGAT ION AND RESPONSIB I L ITY

T O  M A K E  S U R E

THEY DON'T HAVE THE
CHANCE TO FORGET YOU

G R AT I T U D E  C R E AT E S  A B U N DA N CE

Create Top of Mind Awareness • High Quality Brand
Tax Deductible • Forever Guaranteed

Adam Conroy
847.691.7367

adam@swlegacygifts.com  |  SwLegacyGifts.com

�����������������������������������������

��������������
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Moving can be stressful!
��� �� ������������������� � �� ��� ���� �� � ����
 �� �
 ���
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505-237-2225  •  Sunwestescrow.com 
10600 Menaul Blvd NE Albuquerque, NM 87112

*Notify your escrow agent that you want the contract ordered from Sunwest Escrow and Steider & Associates.

Ask your title company Escrow officer to request 
your contract and escrow through Sunwest Escrow.

Do you have investors sitting on a ton
of equity? Sunwest now offers a solution!Realtors: 

Visit Sunwest1031.com for more information!

Headshots - Commercial - Family - Senior Portraits - Special Events

Kate Rodriguez
(505) 750-4617

Frank Ramirez
505-985-9735 | mmamechanical-nm.com

Over 20 years experience in Albuquerque and surrounding areas. 
Plumbing, Heating, Air Conditioning (refrigerated air & swamp coolers)

To Avoid any closing (or post closing) issues,
schedule your HVAC inspection and repair today!

Accepting appointments for furnace and AC maintenance,
including a thorough CO2 check!
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Trujillo
Becoming a business owner inspired Kimberly 
Trujillo from a young age. After developing 
years of expertise in the real estate industry, 
she now oversees multiple successful busi-
nesses in the Albuquerque area, ranging from 
short-term rentals to a Farmers Insurance 
agency. But it took strategic decisions along the 
way to propel her to where she is. 

After graduating from West Mesa High School, 
Kimberly was 18 when she and her then-hus-
band married. One year later, they founded a 
construction company, MCE Inc. During that 
time, they had two children, Braunwyn Taylor 
and Zavem Lee. “Being a mom raising two kids 
under two and running a business was hard, but 
I pushed forward,” she says. Kimberly earned 
her general contractors license while her 
youngest was under one year old and eventually 
became a homebuilder. She and her then-hus-
band divorced in 2006 but remain successful 
co-parents to their two children. 

R 1  P R O P E RT Y  M A N AG E M E N T  &  FA R M E R S  I N S U R A N C E

By Annie Hagstrom

Photos by Liz Lopez

partner spotlight

Kimberly 

I wanted to learn as much as possible, so I built a 
community of people around me who knew the market well.
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Direct: 505.440.5487
Office: 505-883-9400
kimberly@ltreg.com

CHEERS
to Real Producers

4th

Call R1 Property
Management for
all your rental needs!

Anniversary!
on your

Kimberly
Trujillo

the business. “Our team provides homeowners and 
landlord-policies renters insurance, life insurance, 
and auto insurance so we can help them however 
they need,” Kimberly says. 

Along with the many prosperous companies she 
oversees, Kimberly is dedicated to spending quality 
time with her family and finding her best work-
life balance. “I lost my dad in 2021, and my mom 
has been sick for a while,” she says. “My siblings 
and I care for my mom, and we all do what we can 
together.”

She, Rich, and their children also like to spend time 
on their five-acre property on Lake Navajo.”It’s our 
home away from home,” Kimberly says. “We are out 
there pretty much every weekend all summer long.”

When Kimberly reflects on her career, having 
accomplished her lifelong goal of becoming a busi-
ness owner, the best way she advises people who 
want to do the same is to surround themselves with 
like-minded people. “I know my fellow REALTORS® 
understand—we all learn from each other con-
stantly,” she says.

For more information reach out to Kimberly 
at (505) 440-5487, kimberly@ltreg.com.

Wanting to continue building her 
resume, Kimberly pursued a career 
in real estate in 2003 and eventually 
opened her first group, Lee Taylor 
Real Estate Group. “I had great 
mentors that I leaned on and sought 
advice from,” she says. “I wanted to 
learn as much as possible, so I built a 
community of people around me who 
knew the market well.”

In 2007, she offered property man-
agement to existing clients when the 
market turned. “I wanted to continue 
helping people in new ways while also 
streamlining my income,” she says. “I 
have had an amazing assistant since 
2006, Tonya Salas, who I couldn’t 
have done any of this without.”

She met her husband, Rich, and they 
were married in 2017. “We found each 
other a couple of times in life,” says 
Kimberly. “He has been phenomenal 
and supportive of everything I do, and 
now we have our daughter, Brielle.” 

Kimberly established Lee Taylor Real 
Estate Inc. in the same year and has 
continued to build an esteemed career 
as a qualified broker. She recently 
partnered with another broker, Irvie 
Homes, working on short-term rentals 
and with Airbnb. Together, they man-
age more than 40 properties and want 
to bring more talent to their team. 

In January of this year, she also 
opened a Farmers Insurance agency 
with an entire staff helping to operate 

Our team provides homeowners and 
landlord-policies renter’s insurance, 
life insurance, and auto insurance so 
we can help them however they need.
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NOW SERVICING: HVAC • Swamp Cooler • Sewer Lines • Water So
eners • Radiant Heat

3318 Girard Blvd NE Albuquerque, NM 87107 

ARE YOU Sweating YOUR NEXT CLOSING?
Marathon Mechanical has HVAC inspections starting at $159!

Problem Listings •Fixer Upper
 Short Sale• Divorce • Liquidations

Estate Sale • Foreclosures
As-is Purchases

Juan Duran
Local Investor

505-907-6294
duranj22@hotmail.com

Do you have a problem listing that you can't close?
WE CAN CLOSE AS FAST AS 3 DAYS!

Represent your client on 
both sides while getting 

their home sold.

DOUBLE END YOUR LISTING

Offering over 3000 
loan programs from 
over 200 banks, we 

have the right 
program for you and 
your clients. That's 

why I am The Closer!

 I DO NOT WORK
FOR THE BANK

I WORK FOR
YOU AND YOUR

CLIENTS!

CALL ME TODAY TO HELP YOUR CLIENTS!
Natalie Fallbach (505) 506-7232 

NMLS# 1452954 | Empowered by NEXA Mortgage Brokers
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“When I was younger, I thought I was 
going to be an actress,” says Melissa 
Salazar. She originally majored in 
Theater Arts with a full scholarship 
to college. “I was going to be famous,” 
she smiles. With her father as an 
audio engineer, she had always been 
behind the scenes on shows. “I really 
enjoyed the stage,” she says. 

From her early days, Melissa audi-
tioned for roles in the second grade. 
“I really learned to take that leap of 
faith,” she says. Putting herself out 
there on stage came naturally to her. 
She learned to cope with rejection. 
“You may or may not get the part,” she 
reasons. “I realize that failure is not 
failure. You get used to critiques and 
the criticism of directors.” Her back-
ground helped her learn to take risks.

Melissa’s passion for the stage led 
her to participate in “Guys and Dolls” 
and “A Streetcar Named Desire” 
during her college years. However, 
it was her crowning achievement as 
Mrs. New Mexico in 2014 that truly 
transformed her life.

Representing her state in the Mrs. 
United States pageant, Melissa seized 
the opportunity to raise awareness 
for autism, a cause close to her heart. 
She says, “As a woman, wife and 
stay-at-home mom I didn’t feel like I 
could have made much of an impact. 
Like a lot of moms, I felt a bit invisible 
to the outside world. I had no idea 

Melissa
that I could make a difference for any-
one.” Through her platform, she worked 
diligently on the board of the New Mexico 
Autism Society. “I worked to promote the 
organization and to fundraise and help 
with volunteers; it was exciting and fun.” 

After being Mrs. New Mexico, Melissa 
started her own photography company 
in 2016, capturing stunning images of 
homes for REALTORS®. As her skills 
and responsibilities grew, Melissa real-
ized the need to obtain her license. This 
decision not only enabled her to expand 
her horizons but also led her to partner 
with David Stafford, the owner of 360 
Ventures Real Estate. David became 

Melissa’s mentor, which increased her 
knowledge, skill, and confidence rapidly.

Since joining the real estate industry in 
2017 and obtaining her license in 2018, 
Melissa found her niche. As a buyer’s 
agent, she faces the challenge of getting 
clients through the doors of their dream 
homes and securing accepted offers, 
which requires aggressive and creative 
strategies in this market. With a com-
mitment to being available at a moment’s 
notice, Melissa ensures her clients 
never miss out on opportunities in the 
fast-paced market. She is also the 360 
Ventures Listing Coordinator and lists 
plenty of her own customers’ homes.

Former Mrs. New Mexico Dazzles and Delights in Real Estate

3 6 0  V E N T U R E S  R E A L  E S T A T E
Salazar

I REALIZE 
THAT 

FAILURE 
IS NOT 

FAILURE.

By Beth McCabe

Photos by Kate Rodriguez

agent on the rise



ABQ Real Producers • 2524 • August 2023 @realproducers realproducersmag.com

www.allaboutstaging.info
allaboutstaging.abq@gmail.com

Trish Tilley
505.228.2895

Jim Tilley
505.980.4756

Trish and Jim Tilley
Poised to transform your vacant listings!

TO N I - L E I  P O N I C
Qualifying Broker, Realtor, CPM

505-321-3259  •  toni@nm1.com
3909 Juan Tabo North East Suite 5 | Albuquerque New Mexico 87111

�������������
��������������������

For All Your Management Needs:
Please call Toni at 505-321-3259 to discuss management opportunities.

C o u t u r e  B r o k e r a g e  TREASURES
 R P  a n d  a l l  o u r  p a r t n e r s h i p s !

Reflecting on her career, 
Melissa emphasizes the 
importance of financial sta-
bility, consistent growth, 
and positive feedback from 
clients as markers of suc-
cess. She finds fulfillment 
in overcoming obstacles 
during transactions. She 
jokes, “I wish I would 
have known that I needed 
four-wheel drive.” After 
getting stuck after showing 
a home in the mountains, 
she realized that four-
wheel drive was a neces-
sity. Now she’s prepared 
to tackle any challenge.

Melissa has earned her 
CRS and is diversifying into 
investment and commercial 
real estate, by pursuing 
her Certified Commercial 
Investment Manager 
(CCIM) designation, the 
gold standard in the field.

While Melissa’s profes-
sional aspirations drive 
her, her family remains 
her anchor. She cherishes 
quality time spent with her 
13-year-old daughter, Layla, 
and 10-year-old son, Stone. 
Whether going on walks 
with their dogs, riding 
bikes, enjoying pool days, 
or hiking, family time is 
always well spent. Outside 
of her work, Melissa also 
finds joy in board games, 
appreciating the simple 
pleasures of life. 

From dreaming of being an 
actress to being Mrs. New 
Mexico, Melissa is living 
proof that with drive, deter-
mination, and dedication, 
anything is possible. The 
future looks bright for this 
Agent on the Rise!

LIKE A LOT OF MOMS, I FELT 
A BIT INVISIBLE TO THE 

OUTSIDE WORLD. I HAD NO 
IDEA THAT I COULD MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE FOR ANYONE.
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U N M ATC H E D
Customer Service

E X P E RT
Landscape Services LABARGE LANDSCAPE INC.

Commercial & Residential Landscaping
2110 Claremont Ave NE Suite C | Albuquerque, NM 87107
(505) 345-3000 | labargelandscape.net

Refer your clients to La Barge 
Landscape for any of their 
landscape or hardscape needs

Refer your clients to La Barge 
Landscape for any of their 
landscape or hardscape needs

 Because the FIREWORKS should be outside.

Residential & Commercial
Inspection Services

505-587-3535 Call/Text
dukecityinspections.com - Book Online 24/7

INSPECTION SERVICES INCLUDE:
Full Home • Termite/WDO

Radon Gas • Sewer Scopes

Duct Scopes • Same Day Reports 

Mold Testing

Thermal Camera Imaging 

Lead Based Paint Tests
Multi-Family

ALL OF OUR
INSPECTORS ARE

LICENSED & INSURED.
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Shane’s journey into sales began in his mid-twen-
ties when he started selling artwork. Excelling in 
this role, he swiftly climbed the corporate ladder, 
eventually becoming a national trainer that required 
extensive travel. However, the constant traveling 
became tiresome, prompting Shane to return to 
Albuquerque in the late ‘90s. During this time, he 
enrolled in real estate school.

“Back then, you had to wait months before the class 
started,” he recalls. “So I started selling cars at a 
dealership. My first month, I sold a bunch of cars.” 
Shane worked at the Garcia Automotive Group and 
did extremely well. With the money rolling in, he 
put his real estate dreams on hold – for a season. 

After purchasing his first house in 1998, followed 
by his first investment property in 1999, he started 
growing his investment portfolio and has been 
honored to be Albuquerque’s Airbnb Community 
Leader and Ambassador in Central New Mexico.
“When I decided to go into real estate full-time, it 
was two months before COVID,” recalls Shane. “I 
quit my high-paying job at the car dealership.” 

He emerged onto the real estate scene, only to face 
new challenges. Suddenly, he found himself navigat-
ing the uncertain waters of a global crisis, unable to 
show houses due to lockdowns. The challenge was 
not just external but also mental, questioning how 
he could succeed without a steady stream of clients.

Determined to succeed, Shane took the “One 
Hundred Days of Success” course with Brian 
Buffini and joined a couple of committees 
on the Greater Association of Albuquerque 
REALTORS®. “I threw myself into doing as much 
as I could,” says Shane, who is now a broker/ 
team leader at Realty One of New Mexico. 

His only regret is not going into real estate 
sooner, wishing he had gone into real estate 
in the ‘90s. Wildly successful in real estate, 
Shane puts his clients first. He comments, “I 
truly believe that if you put your clients first, 
everything else will take care of itself. I really 
do care about my clients; they mean a lot to 
me. Working hard and putting clients first has 
been my true secret sauce for success.” Shane 
has a steadfast work ethic. He firmly believes in 
the words of his father, “The harder you work, 
the luckier you get.” By prioritizing his clients’ 
needs and being available, Shane has built a 
reputation for providing exceptional service.

Success, for Shane, extends beyond his career 
achievements. He believes in living a life by 
design, which involves work-life balance. Taking 
a month off each year gives him time to relax 
and recharge. Recently, his travels took him to 
Japan, Thailand, Korea, and Hawaii. Shane says, 
“Experiencing different cultures and ways of life 
is enriching beyond imagination!”

By Beth McCabe

Photos by Liz Lopez

man on the move

Experiencing 

different cultures 

and ways of life is 

enriching beyond 

imagination!R1 NEW MEXICO

SHANE 

Tasting Sweet 
Success in 

Real Estate

From Candy Sales to Closing Deals

“Back when I was growing up, I would sell candy door to door,” recalls Shane 
Dolinski, who hails from Albuquerque. “I’ve always known that I had an affinity for 
sales.” This early exposure to sales sparked his interest and set the foundation for 
his future career. Little did he know that he would sell houses years later. 
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He has a heart of 
gratitude for his family, 
commenting, “My fam-
ily has been so support-
ive of everything that 
I have ever done. My 
parents, who have been 
married for 57 years, 
have been my rock. 
They believe in me. I 
couldn’t be luckier to 
have the family I have.”

Looking ahead, Shane 
aims to continue 
growing his business 
and eventually working 
remotely! Within the 
next five years, his goal 
is to establish a solid 
team that will allow him 
the freedom to invest 
abroad and travel more. 

When not working, 
Shane enjoys camping, 
fishing, skiing, and 
hiking. A talented musi-
cian, he likes to strum 
his guitar and sing. He 
also feels the need for 
speed. “I was blessed 
to recently buy a Tesla 
Model S. The Garcia’s 
aren’t very happy about 
it,” he jokes.

From selling candy 
bars to selling houses, 
Shane has excelled in 
salesmanship from his 
early days. His exten-
sive experience, coupled 
with his commitment to 
his clients, has pro-
pelled him to success. 
With his client-focused 
approach and unwav-
ering determination, 
Shane continues to 
excel in real estate, 
creating a lasting impact 
on those he serves.

Working 

hard and putting 

clients first has been 

my true secret sauce 

for success.
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By Beth McCabe

Photos by Kate Rodriguez

spouses selling houses

Dental Hygienist and Chef Cook Up New Career in Real Estate

Jennifer 
& Vinay 

SIMPLY REAL ESTATE

RODGERS 

We wanted to create a life that  
we didn’t need a vacation from.

“We wanted to create a life that we 
didn’t need a vacation from.”  
– Vinay Rodgers

In the realm of real estate, there are 
agents who simply go through the 
motions, and then there are agents 
like Jennifer and Vinay Rodgers 
who bring a unique blend of passion, 
vision, and community-mindedness 
to their work. With a shared com-
mitment to making a difference in 
people’s lives through homeowner-
ship, this dynamic duo has carved out 
a niche for themselves as low-profile, 
high-impact realtors who go above 
and beyond for their clients.

Both Jennifer and Vinay grew up with 
a strong work ethic. Jennifer, raised 
in the Midwest, developed a solid 

work ethic from her parents. She 
pursued a career as a dental hygienist 
but had to retire due to arthritis in 
her hands. However, her retirement 
opened the door to direct sales, which 
honed her skills in building relation-
ships and nurturing connections—a 
valuable asset in real estate.

Vinay had a different vision for his 
future that was shaped by his moth-
er’s entrepreneurial spirit back in 
India. “She had a rental unit that took 
care of the necessities of life as they 
retired,” he comments. “That set the 
vision for me to do the same.” With 
a background as a chef, he traveled 
the world, always carrying the idea 
of real estate in the back of his mind. 
When the pandemic hit and he lost 
his job, Vinay faced a pivotal moment. 

He could have returned to the hospi-
tality industry, but instead, he seized 
the opportunity to take control of 
his own destiny. With thirty years of 
experience managing hotels, Vinay 
chose to embark on a new path—one 
that aligned with his long-held vision 
for real estate. “It was just a question 
of timing,” he says.

“If I could buy my first home, I knew 
I could set myself up for financial 
sustainability,” explains Vinay. “As a 
chef, I did real estate as a hobby with 
rental units. That developed into a 
pathway of itself to walk down.” 

They saw the potential for real estate 
to change lives. They recognized that 
many people underestimated the 
possibilities of homeownership and 
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Jennifer and Vinay have become 
known for their personal touch and 
dedication to their clients. Vinay 
focuses on generating new business 
with a mix of cold calling and per-
sonal connections to identify those 
who may not yet realize their need 
for a home. Jennifer, meanwhile, 
works closely with past and current 
clients, nurturing relationships and 
ensuring a smooth transaction pro-
cess. Together, they make a talented 
team, complementing each other’s 
strengths and providing a compre-
hensive and personalized approach 
to their clients’ needs.

Beyond their work in real estate, 
Jennifer and Vinay are deeply 
committed to their community. 
They actively participate in vari-
ous community activities and have 
sponsored organizations such as 
Wings for Lives International, 
which supports families affected by 
incarceration. They understand the 
importance of giving back and are 
dedicated to making a positive impact 
beyond the realm of real estate.

Family holds a special place in 
Jennifer and Vinay’s hearts. “We 
have two grandchildren we adore,” 
smiles Jennifer. “Spending time 
with them is huge for us.” Jennifer 
also treasures the relationship with 
her three sisters, connecting with 
them and sharing video messages 
through the Marco Polo app as a 
daily source of encouragement. 

Recently, Vinay and Jennifer moved 
to the east mountains, outside of 
Albuquerque. “We love it out here 
with chickens and three dogs.” It’s 
home sweet home. 

As individuals and as a team, Jennifer 
and Vinay have a genuine care for 
their clients and a desire to make a 
difference. Their commitment to their 
clients, their community, and each 
other demonstrates that together, 
they can achieve great things.

didn’t know where to begin. This real-
ization ignited their desire to educate 
and guide others through the process, 
showing them the transformative 
power of real estate.

Both Jennifer and Vinay share a love 
of community and cooking, bringing 
people together. “We’re known as con-
nectors,” says Jennifer. “We have a big 
sphere of influence and know people 
in different areas.” Real estate would 
complement their strengths. They 
decided to go for it.

“I got my license in 2020,” says 
Jennifer. She earned the Rookie 
of the Year award her first year in 
real estate. Vinay, with his accu-
mulation of rental properties, also 
got his license. “Being Christians, 
we felt strongly that God brought 
us together for a reason,” com-
ments Jennifer. It wasn’t just about 
happiness; it was about helping 
others. “Real estate allows us to 
grow deeper in our faith walk as 
well,” says Vinay. They are both 
REALTORS® at Simply Real Estate.

Being Christians, we felt strongly that 
God brought us together for a reason.

Kimberly and her staff cherish the 
relationships they have built with 

the RP Realtors! Congratulations on 
4 years!

Kimberly Trujillo
(505) 228-5751

ktrujillo@farmersagent.com
2600 The American Road SE, Rio Rancho, NM 87124

SPEEDY SOLUTION

HR Integrity
Liquidation Services

BARBARA SPEAR • (505) 339-8401

HR

Serving Albuquerque for over 8 years!

Just like our name, we 
work with integrity and 
respect to connect our 
clients and our 
community to solutions 
that honor their stories. 
Call Barbara Today!

• House Cleanouts
• Estate Sales, prepping
   & hosting
• Final Clean for Listing

• House Cleanouts
• Estate Sales, prepping
   & hosting
• Final Clean for Listing

TO EMPTY/ORGANIZE A 
HOME FOR A QUICK SALE!

Call Today to Schedule
505-780-8132

BEYONDINSPECT.COM

Let us go Beyond
your expectations.

Sewer  •  Radon  •  Mold  •  Duct Scope  •  Termite & WDI
Critical Pest Assessment  •  Well and water testing

Looking forward to 
many more!

HAPPY 4TH ANNIVERSARY TO
REAL PRODUCERS!
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Clean Houses
Close Faster!
Call Four Seasons Cleaning for clean
carpet and tile for your clients!
Especially if there are leftover
smoke or pet smells!

���������������������
Family Owned and Operated!

505-254-2180 | fourseasonscleaning.com

Clean Outs

Deep Cleaning for Photo and Listings

Carpet Cleaning

Tile and Grout Cleaning

FREE ESTIMATES

DID YOU KNOW THAT WE CAN 
DE-CLUTTER AND PROVIDE STORAGE 

FOR ITEMS WHILE HOMES ARE LISTED?

We Go Anywhere and Everywhere Since 1891

DID YOU KNOW THAT WE CAN 
DE-CLUTTER AND PROVIDE STORAGE 

FOR ITEMS WHILE HOMES ARE LISTED?



Walt Vieira, Area Manager
O�ce (505) 250-8171

NMLS# 289844  |  8212 Louisiana Blvd NE, Suite B

Albuquerque, NM 87113

Fairway Cash Guarantee™ +
Fairway Advantage® Pre-Approval* = 

CONFIDENCE IN CLOSING

*Fairway Cash Guarantee™ requires a Fairway Advantage® Pre-Approval. Fairway Advantage® Pre-Approval is based on a full review of the borrower’s creditworthiness and is contingent upon there being no material changes in 
the borrower’s financial condition or creditworthiness at the time of final loan approval. Final loan approval is subject to the following conditions: (1) borrower has identified a suitable property, and a valid appraisal supports the 
proposed loan amount; (2) a valid title insurance binder has been issued; and (3) borrower selects a mortgage program and locks in an interest rate that will support the pre-approved monthly payment amount. Loan must close 
before the expiration date provided in the pre-approval. O�er not available on USDA, bond, or DPA programs. Sale of home proceeds contingency not allowed. Gifts not deposited are not allowed. Please note that submitting 
verifying documentation is not a requirement to receive an estimate of closing costs associated with a mortgage loan. Copyright©2023 Fairway Independent Mortgage Corporation. NMLS#2289. 4750 S. Biltmore Lane, Madison, 
WI 53718, 1-866-912-4800. All rights reserved. This is not an o�er to enter into an agreement. Not all customers will qualify. Information, rates and programs are subject to change without notice. All products are subject to credit 
and property approval. Other restrictions and limitations may apply. Equal Housing Opportunity.


