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PARTNERS IN SUCCESS!
 

-
ing to a customer-centric approach.
 
Contact us today; we’ll show you what we can do to be of value to you and your 
clients alike.

HQ - 14310 North Dale Mabry Hwy., Suite 200, Tampa FL 33618
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813.518.5248
kaizenconstructiongroup.com

Contact John and
Jacob anytime!

I S  YO U R  
R O O F  
P E C K I N G  
A W A Y  A T  
YO U ?  

I S  YO U R  
R O O F  
P E C K I N G  
A W A Y  A T  
YO U ?  
LET US 
TAKE 
IT OFF 
YOUR 
HANDS.



6 • November 2022 Tampa Bay Real Producers • 7@realproducers realproducersmag.com

54
Team 

Leader: 
Michelle 

Ward

38
Rising 

Star: Conor 
J. Green

14
Publisher’s 

Note

30
Summer 

Soiree

60
Making A 

Difference: 
Instru-

ments for 
Life

58
Partner 

Spotlight: 
Class Act 

Inspec-
tions and 
360 Pest 
Control

08
Contribu-

tors 
to Tampa 
Bay Real 

Producers 

DISCLAIMER: Any articles included in this publication and/or opinions expressed therein do not necessarily reflect the views of The N2 Company d/b/a Real Producers but remain 
solely those of the author(s). The paid advertisements contained within the Tampa Bay Real Producers magazine are not endorsed or recommended by The N2 Company or the 
publisher. Therefore, neither The N2 Company nor the publisher may be held liable or responsible for business practices of these companies.

If you are interested in contributing or nominating Realtors for certain stories, 
please email us at don.hill@realproducersmag.com.

C O N T E N TS
TABLE OF 

20
Cover 
Story: 
Team 

Borham 
with eXp 

Realty

46
Featured 

Agent: 
Justin 

Helmus



8 • November 2022 Tampa Bay Real Producers • 9@realproducers realproducersmag.com

M E E T  T H E

TA M PA  B AY
R E A L  P R O D U C E R S  T E A M

Carol Walker
Professional Photographer

Thomas Bruce Studio

Allie Serrano
Professional Photographer
Allie Serrano Portraits, LLC

Lori LaCoppola 
Event Coordinator

Don Hill
Area Director

Elizabeth McCabe
Director of Business  

Development

Dave Danielson
Writer

Suzanne Rondeau
Client Experience Director

Ashley Lamb
Videographer

Barry Lively
Professional Photographer

B. Lively Images

Ryan Justice 
Videographer

Gerardo Luna  
Event Photographer



10 • November 2022 Tampa Bay Real Producers • 11@realproducers realproducersmag.com

P
R

E
F

E
R

R
E

D
 P

A
R

T
N

E
R

S This section has been created to give you easier access when searching for a trusted real estate 

affiliate. Take a minute to familiarize yourself with the businesses sponsoring your magazine. 

These local businesses are proud to partner with you and make this magazine possible. Please 

support these businesses and thank them for supporting the REALTOR® community!

ADVERTISING/PRINT/

SOCIAL MEDIA

Evolve & Co.

(727) 490-9835

evolveandco.com

CLOSING/LISTING 

SERVICES

List 2 Close

Mandy Riedinger

(727) 262-4004

list2closemgt.com

ELECTRICIAN

Florida Electric 

Partnership, LLC

(727) 483-2808

ESTATE LIQUIDATION 

& DOWNSIZING

Caring Transitions

Laura Bruce

(813) 235-0685

caringtransitionstampa.com

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

RJB Construction

(813) 735-7179

rjbconstructioninc.com

HOME INSPECTION

A Radiant 

Property Inspection

(813) 839-8416

Radiantinspect.com

BPG Inspections

(800) 285-3001

BPGInspections.com

Class Act Inspections

(813) 512-6918

classactinspections.com

Florida Building 

Inspection Group

(813) 415-1043

FLBIgroup.com

Home Team Inspections

Margo Ackerman

(813) 750-2566

HomeTeam.com/Tampa-Bay

LunsPro Inspections

(813) 563-4144

LunsProFlorida.com

Momentum Home 

Inspections

Justin Strickland

(863) 600-6949

momentumhome

inspections.com

SEC Inspection Services

(727) 786-4663

secinspection.com

Solid Rock Home Inspection

Chris Defayette

(727) 386-8627

solidrockhi.com

HOME WARRANTY

First American 

Home Warranty

Stephanie Shaughnessy

(813) 344-7525

firstamrealestate.com

Old Republic 

Home Protection

Brian Brown

(800) 282-7131 x1399

www.OHRP.com

HVAC

Nationwide Home Solutions

(727) 455-9597

nationwidehome

solutions.com

INSURANCE

Brightway Insurance

(727) 493-0918

brightway.com

MORTGAGE LENDER

Bay to Bay Lending

DJ Rondeau

(813) 251-2700

BaytoBayLending.com

Change Home Mortgage

Jeannine Smith

(727) 772-3459

jsmithmortgage.com

Cross Country Mortgage

(727) 742-5893

ccm.com/Steve-Robertson

Guild Mortgage

(813) 767-1887

Applywithcarlos.com

Lincoln Lending Group

Frank Coto

(813) 765-1239

lincolnlend.com

Savvy Mortgage

Tracie Mayo

(727) 877-5684

savvymortgage.com

Van Dyk Mortgage

Bryan Lovell

(813) 727-1867

www.VanDykFlorida.com

MOVERS

Bull Moving

(813) 943-6043

BullMoving.com

Reliable Moving 

and Storage

(727) 442-9815

reliablemovingand

storage.com

Two Men a Truck

Eugenia Parlow

(813) 988-7388

twomenandatruck.com

PAVER RESTORATION 

& SEALING

Paver Seal Tampa

Daniel Bianco

(813) 480-9093

paversealtampa.com

PHOTOGRAPHY

B Lively Images

Barry Lively

(813) 477-3398

thevirtualvisit.com

Gerardo Luna Photography

Gerardo Luna

(813) 410-1712

gerardoluna

photographs.com

PHOTOGRAPHY/

PORTRAIT

Allie Serrano Portraits, LLC

(813) 501-7250

allieserranoportraits.com

Thomas Bruce Studio

(727) 577-5626

thomasbruce.com

PHOTOGRAPHY/VIDEO 

PRODUCTION

Simple Photo

(727) 758-2834

simplephoto.io

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

Homeriver Group

(813) 810-0807

homeriver.com

ROOFING

Kaizen Construction Group

(813) 518-5248

kaizenconstructiongroup.com

Perimeter Roofing

(678) 948-7663

perimeterroofing.com

SCM Roofing

(855) 726-7663

scmroofingfl.com

SECURITY SYSTEMS 

& MONITORING

Veterans Security

(833) 838-7321

myveteransecurity.com

TITLE AGENCY

Celebration Title Group

Rob Modesto

(407) 489-1542

www.CelebrationTitle

Group.com

TITLE COMPANY

Assurity Title

(813) 556-7501

AssurityTitle.com

Insured Title Agency

(813) 855-3585

Insured-Title.com

Marlin Title

(727) 791-7000

marlintitle.com

Milestone Title 

Services, LLC

(813) 422-1328

Milestonetitlesvcs.com

VIDEO PRODUCTION

Justified Films

Ryan Justice

(813) 843-3475

Justifiedfilms.net



12 • November 2022 Tampa Bay Real Producers • 13@realproducers realproducersmag.com

We o�er a 
FREE quality Roof 

Inspection with quick 
turnaround to

help you close faster.

RESIDENTIAL ROOFING
RESIDENTIAL ROOF REPAIR

FLAT ROOFING | COMMERCIAL ROOFING Facebook.com/PerimeterRoo�ngLLC
PerimeterRoo�ng_GA
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407.537.5640
PerimeterRoofing.com
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Steve Robertson Senior Loan Advisor

O: 813-286-9090 | M: 727-742-5893
steven.robertson@ccm.com | ccm.com/Steve-Robertson
600 N Westshore Blvd Suite 200 | Tampa, FL 33609

I can offer the fast, personalized service clients deserve 
when purchasing or refinancing a home.

Clients can submit their profiles and financials in minutes from any device, and communication
is streamlined so clients and I can share information quickly and easily throughout

the lending process.  

When Only The
Best Will Do...

Hello, Top Producers!

Happy Veterans Day to all of our veterans here in the com-
munity! Thanks to all who have served our country with their 
time and sacrifice. 

Veterans are to be commended for their selfless acts of service.

Veterans Day dates back to November 1919 and originates from 
President Woodrow Wilson. He commemorated this national 
holiday, Armistice Day, with these words: “To us in America, the 
reflections of Armistice Day will be filled with solemn pride in 
the heroism of those who died in the country’s service and with 
gratitude for the victory, both because of the thing from which it 
has freed us and because of the opportunity it has given America 
to show her sympathy with peace and justice in the councils of 
the nations...” 

I am also grateful for all the agents who give of themselves 
time and time again, dedicating themselves to their clients and 
serving them. Real estate is more than a career; it’s a calling. Top 
Producers are to be commended for putting others first, focusing 
on their clients’ needs, and living a life of servitude. 

This Thanksgiving, be sure to count your blessings and have a 
heart full of gratitude. Be grateful for your connections, your 
clients, and your community of Top Producers in Tampa Bay. I 
am grateful to all of you and our advertising sponsors who have 
made this publication a success.

Until next month!

Don Hill, Publisher

Tampa Bay Real Producers

NOTE

— ABRAHAM LINCOLN

The brave men, living and 
dead, who struggled here, 

have consecrated it, far above 
our poor power to add or 

detract. The world will little 
note nor long remember what 
we say here, but it can never 

forget what they did here.” 

PUBLISHER’SPUBLISHER’S
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Celia Merritt, Loan Officer
Licensed in FL, NC, SC, VA, MI and CO
NMLS# 1770000

LET ME HELP YOU GET YOUR

to give thanks in this holiday season

GET IN CONTACT WITH ME

DONATED THIS YEAR TO HELP END MODERN-DAY SLAVERY.

Thanks to the businesses within these pages, our Area Directors, and readers like you, we’re able to break the chains of this horrible reality.

Did you know there are more victims held 
against their will today than ever before? That’s 
why The N2 Company – the company behind this 
publication and 850+ others like it – is financially 
committed to end human trafficking. 

FOR EVERY AD WE SELL, 
N2 DONATES ENOUGH
MONEY TO FREE 2 SLAVES 
FROM CAPTIVITY.

Visit n2gives.com to learn more
about our giving program.

A GIVING PROGRAM BY
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JEANNINE M. SMITH
Senior Mortgage Advisor
NMLS #694619

Email:jmsmith@changemtg.com
Direct:(727) 772-3459 Cell:(727) 772-3459

Change Home Mortgage offers qualified
borrowers excellent conventional mortgage
loans for most property types with low interest
rates and a variety of down payment options.
We offer loan options tailored to the
needs of unique buyers.

Jeannine is a local military
spouse proudly serving veterans

and military families.

Ever y th ing  to  know a bout

VA  LOANS

Locally Owned & Operated
Local & Long Distance Moves

Moving & Packing Services 
We also sell and deliver boxes!

Check us out at BullMoving.com

TAMPA BAY'S
CLEAN CUT

MOVERS

813.943.6043

• SINCE 2017 •

FIND
US ON

SECINSPECTION.COM

HOME  INSPECTIONS
Hey, Top Producer!

Close your clients dream house and
Avoid the Deal Killers!

Choose our GOOD LOOKERS!

• all inspections including WDO
• fast scheduling 2-3 days
• same day digital report
• licensed general contractors
• luxury property experts

813-657-HOME

Free WDO
Mention Code

LABOR4U
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cover story

WITH EXP REALTY
Exceeding Expectations

Meet Team Borham with eXp Realty. REALTOR® Jeffrey 
Borham started his team in 2016, finding his niche in the 
process. Jeff discovered his passion for real estate years 
ago and made it his profession. 

“I started real estate in 2005 by selling condo conversion,” 
he recalls. “I had a lot of success like that.” He got into 
commercial real estate and residential real estate as a 
solo agent before taking his business to the next level by 
building his own team. 

Team Borham has a perfect 5-star review rating on 
Google, a testament to their level of customer satisfaction 
in the community. Jeff explains, “We have 18 agents on 
our team, a Director of Operations, a Marketing Manager, 
a Client Care Coordinator, a Listings Manager, and two 
Inside Sales Associates.” Listings are given the attention 
that they deserve with the marketing strategies we use, 
including heavy presence on social media. With “stunning 
photos, virtual tours, and videos,” sales come easily.

Although most agents focus on normal neighborhood 
sales, some agents have their own niche. “One guy is 
an investment agent and another does Airbnb rentals. 
We also have a young lady who does well in Clearwater 
Beach; another who excels in St. Pete. With this big of 
a team, we do everything,” says Jeff, who has a niche of 
working with attorneys.

Written by 
Elizabeth McCabe

Photo Credit: 
B. Lively Images

team 

BORHAM 

from Start to Finish
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“This year, we are projecting 
140 million,” adds Jeff as of 
this August. He adds, “I really 
started building the team in 
2016. That’s when we did 29 
million, followed by 42 million 
the next year.” Last year, his 
sales volume was 112 million and 
he has already surpassed that 
this year. 

Jeff does work a little in pro-
duction, but he’s also a highly 
sought-after sales trainer and 
speaker. He comments, “I 
speak regularly on national 
and regional levels and at 
MasterMinds as a real estate 
expert.” He has been doing that 
since 2014.

TRAINING IS PARAMOUNT 
“We continue to grow by train-
ing, leading, and motivating our 
agents to be Top Producers,” 
says Jeff. “We have the best 
trained team in Tampa Bay.”

Jeff embraces an optimistic 
outlook for the future. He 
comments, “We hope to be the 
#1 team in Tampa Bay in the 
next 5 years for sure.” With his 
commitment to their clients, the 
sky’s the limit for Team Borham. 

Agents on Team Borham 
enjoy regular training and 
MasterMinds. Jeff adds, “I also 
do one on one (mentoring) with 
the agents. We keep everyone 
plugged in to be the best that 
they can be.”

As to what sets him apart, Jeff 
says, “We have a culture of 
success and training. An agent 
on our team who has been there 

THIS YEAR, WE ARE PROJECTING 140 MILLION. 
I really started building the team in 2016.  
That’s when we did 29 million, followed by  
42 million the next year.

”
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REGULAR CLEANING  •  DEEP CLEANING  •  CARPET CLEANING
MOVE IN/OUT CLEANING  •  VACATION RENTALS

CONDOS  •  APARTMENTS  •  SINGLE FAMILY HOMES
MULTIPLE FAMILY HOMES

Call us today! 727-266-0909
cleangccs.com  •  gulfcoastcleanllc@gmail.com

R A T E S  S T A R T I N G  A T

$70 AN
HOUR

24hr Guarantee
on Every Clean. 

for 6 months knows more than the 
agents on other teams, who have 
been there for 5 years. We take 
training and knowledge very seri-
ously. Our agents are a step above a 
typical average agent.” 

Team-building events are also import-
ant for Team Borham. Whether that 
means going to a Rays game or a 
Happy Hour, Team Borham knows 
how to have fun. They often combine 
business and pleasure with a business 
planning time (which occurs three 
times a year) followed by a Happy 

Hour. Other activities include Team 
Voting Day. Team-building events 
unify the team and also strengthen 
the connections among the members 
of the team. 

Jeff makes sure the day starts off 
right for his team, beginning each 
day with a daily power up call. He 
explains, “We share what we are 
grateful for and intentions for the 
day.” Starting the day off with a 
heart of gratitude and a plan helps 
agents to be thankful, focused and 
purpose-driven. 

EXCELLING IN WORK-LIFE BALANCE
One unique thing about Team Borham 
is that they encourage a work-life 
balance, which is why they have addi-
tional staff members. 

“We are able to take the administrative 
part off agents’ plates so they can do 
what they are best at,” says Jeff. “They 
take one day at a minimum truly off.” 
Agents need to recharge. Jeff doesn’t 
want to see his team talking to clients 
at 9 or 10 at night. He says, “I talk to 
them and explain setting boundaries to 
have downtime and family time, etc.”

Investing in his team is essential to 
Jeff. He explains, “Security for my 
agents is very important to me. “I have 
seen many agents come in and out of 
the business. With teams like mine, 
I make it more consistent so agents 
can make great money.” At Team 
Borham, they match clients’ needs 
with the right agent. As Jeff says, “It’s 
not just putting a sign in their yard.” 
REALTORS® play so many roles in 
a transaction; they need to be econo-
mists, psychologists, and true profes-
sionals who are eager to help people. 
It’s much more than having a license. 

GIVING BACK 
Team Borham also has a heart for the 
community, raising money all the time 
for different organizations. Every 
quarter they have a client event and 
they make it a priority to raise money 
for local and national charities such 
as CASA and Metro Inclusive Health. 
Jeff adds, “We are working on getting 
involved in Boys and Girls Clubs. 
We have done Meals on Wheels and 
Fostering Hope.”
 
We are honored to feature Team 
Borham in this month’s issue. Jeff had 
a vision for a team and made it a real-
ity with his drive and determination.

WE HAVE A CULTURE 
OF SUCCESS 

AND TRAINING. 
An agent on our team who has 

been there for six months knows 

more than the agents on other 

teams who have been there 

for five years. We take training 

and knowledge very seriously. 

Our agents are a step above a 

typical average agent.
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with the expertise to handle small and large projects
both residentially and commercially.

electrical wiring | panel upgrades | generator installation & wiring
outlets and switches, exhaust fans | circuit breakers

lighting installation | ceiling fans

(727) 483-2808
ec13005398   veteran owned & operated

23 1/2 hours a day - 7 days a week

www.thomasbruce.com  |  727.577.5626

Be thankful this holiday season
& celebrate your family...

Book your family portrait session
before November 22nd and receive a $200

portrait credit towards your order!*
*Reservation fee due at time of booking.

**Holiday session fees apply November 23-28

Carol Walker
Master Photographer

Florida Degree of Photographic Excellence,
Florida Education Degree, Florida Service Award

Owner/Portrait Artist

2227 49th St. N., 
St. Petersburg 33710

Creating Award-winning Portraiture since 1973
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Ryan Justice
813-843-3475
justifiedfilms@gmail.com
justifiedfilms.net

HAVE YOU EVER
THOUGHT ABOUT
INVESTING INTO

MOVIES?

New Movie The Wild 
Man releases 9/30 and 

filmed around the
Tampa Bay Area

"We continually strive to maintain a reputation of 5 star service 
by offering thorough, ethical and accurate home inspections."

www.MomentumHomeInspections.com

863-600-6949

∙ Residential Inspection
∙ Manufactured Home
∙ Pre-Listing Inspection
∙ Four Point Report
∙ Wind Mitigation
∙ Pool and Spa Inspection
∙ Pre Drywall
∙ Final Walkthrough
∙ 11 Month Warranty
∙ Water Quality Testing
∙ Infrared Certified
∙ Mold Testing

813-433-1776 | lumio.com

Increasing rates, rolling blackouts, the outdated grid, pollution—it’s time we 
make this relationship less one-sided. It’s time to get back your power.

Lumio is delivering solutions that decentralize power, elevate communities, 
and provide authentic sustainability.
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was FUN
Summer Soiree 

Photo Credit: B. Lively Imagesfor EVERYONE!
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“I’m in my fourth year of real estate,” 
says REALTOR® Conor J. Green. He 
started on Jan. 1, 2018, and absolutely 
loves what he does.
 
Prior to real estate, he ran his own 
digital marketing company and even 
helped other REALTORS® with their 
luxury listings. In the process, Conor 
realized that he could do things better.
 
“I saw a big gap in terms of what 
REALTORS® were providing and 
what sellers were demanding,” he 
explains. Conor wished to close that 
gap for clients.
 
Conor adds, “I like being intense in 
problem-solving. The harder the prob-
lem, the more interested I am in it.” 
 
Conor decided to remove himself 
from his digital marketing business 
and wholeheartedly pursue his 
passion for real estate. As he says, 
“Real estate was something I was 
always investing in.” Why not pursue 
real estate professionally? His dream 
became a reality when he got his 
license and started helping clients.
 
Marking His Mark 

 
Conor works for Charles Rutenberg 
Realty and is proud to be the only 
real estate practice in the Tampa 
Bay area with an in-house digital 

Written by 
Elizabeth McCabe

rising star

J .  G R E E N
CONOR

Photo Credit: 
Allie Serrano 

of Allie Serrano 
Portraits LLC
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marketing agency. He helps listings get the expo-
sure that they deserve.
 
Known as The Bay’s No BS Realtor™, Conor loves 
what he does. He explains, “Real estate is the only 
career that I found which fully allows me to apply 
myself and use my skillsets — not just one. For 
me, that’s huge. To be able to fully apply myself 
when solving problems is what engages me and 
keeps it interesting.”
 
Conor also excels in conceptualization, including 
conceptualizing problems or situations and finding 
a solution. Cost-benefit analysis helps him be an 
asset to his clients.
 
“I’m passionate about making sure that people get 
true, grounded, consultative advice, perspective and 
guidance,” says Conor. He guides his clients with 
integrity and transparency. He comments, “I make 
sure that the people I work with are making decisions 
about data with the best sound advice given to them 
without an agenda, spin, or people manipulating it.”
 
A voice of reason in real estate, Conor puts his 
clients first each and every time. His persistence, 
coupled with his perseverance, pays off. As he says, 
“There’s not a lot of ‘give up’ in me.” He finds a lot 
of truth in Grant Cardone’s 10x concept; he figures 
it takes “ten times more effort than you initially 
perceive or expect to get to where you want to get 

or to achieve whatever real estate 
goals you have, whether sales, goals, 
price points or personal investments.”
 
Conor explains, “If you don’t reach 
your goal, you underestimate the 
amount of work it would take. Most of 
the time, you underestimate the goal. 
However, any target attacked with the 
right actions with the right amount of 
persistence is attainable.”
 

Blazing His Own Trail 

 
Originally from New Jersey, Conor 
attended the University of Tampa, 
where he earned his degree in inter-
national business and entrepreneur-
ship with a minor in marketing.
 
“I came here for school and stayed for 
work,” says Conor. “I have been here 
for over a decade now.” After college, 
he started his own business.
 

“The biggest obstacle I faced was 
overcoming the fear of starting my 
own business,” he says, “and over-
coming the fear of starting my own 
real estate business and moving away 
from the digital marketing business, 
which was doing really well.”
 
Now Conor faces a new challenge 
in his life — starting his own team. 
Recently, he brought on a buyer’s 

I LIKE BEING INTENSE IN 

PROBLEM-SOLVING. THE 

HARDER THE PROBLEM, THE 

MORE INTERESTED I AM IN IT.
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Evolve & Co

agent and is excited to share his 
knowledge and expand the team 
in 2023. He comments, “I’m 
very blessed. I haven’t been 
given anything. I earned every-
thing myself. I don’t really have 
obstacles, just opportunities.”
 
As for fear, Conor says, “Put it 
in its own box and don’t let it 
become bigger than what it is.” 
He finds the fear of regret is 
stronger than the fear of failure.
 
Outside Interests 

 
When not working, Conor 
enjoys traveling, DIY home 
renovations and any com-
petitive sport. Conor says, 
“That’s any activity with 
rules and a winner.”
 
Currently, Conor is pursuing 
the development of unique 
new construction with Airbnb 
while he continues his pursuit 
to build long-term wealth.
 
“I also genuinely like making 
YouTube videos for different 
informational topics,” he adds. 
“That’s something I’m inter-
ested in and continuing to build 
up, simplifying things for peo-
ple that seem complex but don’t 
have to be.” Helping others is 
near and dear to his heart.
 
Conor also enjoys spending 
time with his girlfriend of 
nine months, Angela, who is 
a nurse. Together, they enjoy 
exploring Tampa Bay together.
 
From digital marketing to real 
estate, Conor pursued his pas-
sion and has helped countless 
clients with his experience 
and expertise. We’re proud to 
feature him as this month’s 
Rising Star!
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(813) 251-2700
326 S. Hyde Park Ave., Tampa, FL 33606

BayToBayLending.com
info@BayToBayLending.com

NMLS ID #4102

Call us…We are here for you! Llámanos… ¡Estamos aquí para ti!

LET US HELP YOU

SMOOTH OUT THE RIDE
FOR YOUR HOME BUYERS!

SUPPLY
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ESDEMAND

• Residential and Commercial Loans • Refinance Loans
• Quick On-Time Closings • Seven Days a Week - Loan Officer Sales Support

• Loan Officer Presents at Public and Brokers Open Houses
• Bank Statements/DSCR/No Radio Loans Available • Loans As Low As 580 Credit Score

������������
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WE ARE OFFERING A 10% DISCOUNT TO OUR VETS AS A THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR SERVICE TO THIS COUNTRY. YOUR BRAVERY, SACRIFICE, AND 
STRENGTH DO NOT GO UNNOTICED.

Family Owned and Operated | Your Resource For Life
727-362-7192 | www.RadiantInspect.com

Offices Nationwide • Bonded & Insured. Each Office is independently owned and operated.

Senior Relocation/ Resettling • Estate Liquidation • Organize/ Declutter
Clean Out • Online Auctions • Nationwide Network

A Total Solution

Laura Bruce • Caring Transitions of Tampa • (813) 235-0685
lbruce@caringtransitions.com • www.caringtransitionstampa.com
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P
rior to real estate, Justin Helmus 
enjoyed a career in finance before 
pursuing his dream of real estate.

 
He comments, “Originally, I worked in the 
finance field in Naples. I had been there 
almost two years as I was finishing my 
degree at Florida Gulf Coast University.” 
Although he liked finance, he disliked the 
idea of sitting behind a computer every day.
 
“That wasn’t going to work for me,” he 
says. “I ended up getting my MBA in 
finance and then hopped into real estate.”
 
Justin immediately got hired on a team in 
Naples after getting his license in 2011. He 
comments, “I worked there for two years 
and cut my teeth.” Afterward, he wanted 

By Elizabeth McCabe

Photo Credit: 
Carol Walker/Thomas 

Bruce Studios

to move to the area where he was 
from and return to his roots.
 
“My wife and I moved back to the 
Tampa Bay area in the middle of 2012. 
I landed temporarily at RE/MAX and 
partnered with a couple of guys in the 
area and opened The Gulf Life Realty 
Group,” says Justin. In 2013, it was 
acquired by Berkshire Hathaway.
 
“We built it up over four years and put 
a lot in it,” reflects Justin. “It was a 
little mom-and-pop shop type broker-
age. Once we sold it, there were six of 
us working there.”
 
In 2015, Justin won the National 
Association of REALTORS® 30 

under 30 Award. He also worked 
at Berkshire Hathaway as a Broker 
Associate and a selling agent for 
them. Justin comments, “I ran three 
offices for them — Belleair, Indian 
Rocks Beach, and the Clearwater 
Beach office. I was also selling. At 
that point in 2020, I was ready to be a 
full entrepreneur again. I was missing 
having a personal, unique brand and 
not having that corporate structure.”
 
A NEW CHAPTER

In 2020, Justin partnered with Will 
Wiard & Terry Connors to help start 
The Shop Real Estate Co in Belleair. 
“It’s affectionately known in Belleair 
as The Shop,” explains Justin. 
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They’ve been excelling in sales since 
their inception. Currently, they have 
20-plus agents.
 
“We’re not your typical real estate 
company,” says Justin. “We have two 
major divisions — traditional real 
estate sales and investor-focused real 
estate acquisitions. We work nation-
wide with institutional clients to help 

them purchase investment properties. 
We focus on institutional acquisi-
tions for the single-family residential 
sector and represent most of those 
institutional companies on the buyers’ 
side of transactions.”
 
Last year, The Shop did 2000 trans-
actions with 550 million in volume. 
“It’s pretty intense,” comments Justin. 

“Our company has it down to a science 
with all the systems and processes we have 
rolled out. That, coupled with the close-knit 
team, is the key behind it,” he says. “That’s 
the secret sauce.”
 
At The Shop, everything is relationship 
driven. Justin comments, “Our relation-
ships are pretty deep. That’s the fun part 
for me too.” With his finance background, 

We’re not your typical 
           REAL ESTATE COMPANY.  

We have two major divisions — traditional real estate sales and investor-focused 
real estate acquisitions. We work nationwide with institutional clients to help 
them purchase investment properties. WE FOCUS ON INSTITUTIONAL 

ACQUISITIONS for the single-family residential sector and represent most of 
those institutional companies on the buyers’ side of transactions.”
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Justin has the best of both worlds — 
relationships and real estate.
 
“I really enjoy cultivating relation-
ships. That’s my favorite part about 
real estate, and it’s the most import-
ant thing in success,” comments 
Justin. Creating lifelong lasting rela-
tionships is essential.
 
Justin excels as Director of Business 
Development and is a Broker 
Associate at The Shop.
 
He sees the power of consistency. 
Justin comments, “The more consis-
tent you can be in your daily activi-
ties, the more you will find success.”
 

A trailblazer, Justin never thought 
he would be in real estate. He jokes, 
“As a kid, I wanted to be an athlete. I 
thought I would be a professional soc-
cer player one day … Life takes you 
through a series of ups and downs. 
I’m extremely blessed to be where I 
am. For that, I’m grateful.”
 
A FAMILY MAN

When Justin isn’t working, he 
enjoys spending time with his wife, 
Katrina. They have been married 
for seven years. “We’re both super 
close to our family. We had our first 
baby girl this August. She’s named 
Penelope, and she’s the center of 

our world. It’s a game changer when you 
have kids,” he says.
 
To relax, Justin likes to play golf, which 
suits him to a tee. He hopes to golf once a 
week. He says, “Exercise is super important. 
There’s not a day that goes by that I miss 
exercise. I need that to center my thoughts 
each day and focus. It’s my ‘me time.’”
 
On weekends, Justin likes a few drinks 
with family and friends.
 
From finance to real estate, Justin found a 
career that suits him and his skill set. He’s 
making a name for himself in Tampa Bay 
real estate, and he couldn’t be happier.
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Your 
All-In-One 
Home 
Services 
Expert!
Call us today at 
1-800-983-0924 
to get your $29.95 
maintenance scheduled 
to prevent having to 
purchase an unwanted 
"gift" for your home.

Let US
help YOU

(727) 262-4004
list2closemgt.com
mandy@list2closemgt.com

The average contract process takes 12-20 hours.

If you close 2-4 contracts per month,
that's 24-80 hours per month spent

on contracts alone.

If you could get just ¼ of that time back,
that’s at least 1-3 business days

each month

That time could be spent networking,
generating new business, or even

taking time o� work!

as your preferred
real estate

transaction coordinator.

Our White Glove service 
includes complete 

packing and unpacking, 
moving supplies, and 

transportation of 
belongings to your 
clients' new home.

(727) 442-9815
ReliableMovingAndStorage.com

1009 Eldridge St, Clearwater, FL 33755

• Secure Storage Facility • Commercial & Residential

"I work with a lot of 
di�erent moving companies 

and have quite a bit of 
experience working with 
these guys a few I have 

known and worked with for 
10+ years they are 
experienced and 

professional." -Tana T.

Fully Licensed and Insured with Worker’s Compensation

813.563.4144 • Tampa@LunsPro.com
LunsProFlorida.com

BUYERS TRUST US, REALTORS REFER US!
We Bring The Joy  To Every Inspection!

!

Residential, Commercial, and New Construction Inspections
$100K in FREE Warranty Coverage
InterNACHI Certified Home Inspectors
Inspector eKey Lockbox Access
Over 10,000 verified A+ customer and Realtor online reviews
4-Point & Wind Mitigation Inspections
Sewer Scope Inspections
Mold & Air Quality Testing
Water Testing, Pool Inspections, Drones, and more!
WDO Inspections provided by our sister company, Kingfish Pest Control,
a Proud Partner of the Jacksonville Jaguars

Chris Cooper
Tampa Team Leader



54 • November 2022 Tampa Bay Real Producers • 55@realproducers realproducersmag.com

team leader MICHELLE#HustleBy Dave Danielson

If you have talent, but you aren’t driven to 
excel, your talent will only take you so far. 
But if you work hard and focus on better-
ing yourself continually, your chance of 
reaching your goals goes up dramatically.

As a REALTOR® and team leader with 
The Michelle Ward Properties Group with 
Preferred Shore, Michelle is a prime exam-
ple of a talented professional who contin-
ues to push herself to grow on behalf of 
those around her.

Yesterday’s Lessons. Today’s Success.

Today she follows the lessons she learned 
early on in life.

“My dad always had a mindset like mine. 
It’s always about making sure that the end 
customer has received the service that 
they intended to get. We make good money 
as long as we do it right. On our team, we 
use #hustle,” Michelle says. 

“In this business, you have to work and 
work hard to reach your goals and make 
everyone happy. In that way, my success is 
based on being able to strive and compete 
with myself for my own goals.”

Moving from the Midwest

Michelle grew up in Chicago and moved 
to the Tampa area when she was in high 
school. After she completed her collegiate 
career, Michelle worked as a project man-
ager. She also went to school and earned 
her general contractor license.

“I’ve always been interested in real estate in some way. In 2014, I thought I 
would get my license to flip houses. In 2017, I started dabbling in it more. For 
the last three years, I’ve done real estate more full-time.”

Skyrocketing Path

The trajectory of her success has been skyrocketing over the last few years. 
During her first year in the business, she recorded an impressive total of $7 
million in sales volume. 

That number ballooned to nearly $20 million in 2020. In 2021, Michelle and 
her team accounted for over $80 million in sales volume, with Michelle pro-
ducing a little over $60 million herself. 

In the process, Michelle has consistently ranked as the top agent out of more 
than 300 agents at her agency.

Team Spirit

Today, she has a wonderful team of professionals who she is very proud to work 
with, including her assistant and six buyer’s agents, who also take on listings.

Michelle is driven to serve those around her.

“I love making people happy. In every transaction, you’re with a buyer saving 
their money on their purchase. On the listing side of things, it’s trying to get 
them the highest dollar. I go to work, and I don’t feel like it’s work. I don’t con-
sider myself a salesperson. I give people enough knowledge to make a decision 

ward

In this business, you have to work and work hard 
to reach your goals and make everyone happy. 

In that way, my success is based on being able to 
strive and compete with myself for my own goals.
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We've protected our country,
let us protect your clients.

833-838-7321
Veteran Security A�liate Program

www.myveteransecurity.com/a�liate

Free consultations

Our GAF lifetime roof system includes a 25 year 
workmanship warranty.

Locally owned and operated with 30+ years of 
combined experience.

Veterans, Active Duty Military, First Responders 
and Teachers Discounts.

855-SCM-ROOF
scmroofingfl.com

Licensed Florida Contractor #CCC1331132

SCM ROOFING is a GAF MasterElite Roofing Contractor

By focusing on roofing we are able to offer a 
competitive price, exceptional customer service 
and outstanding quality!

"SCM Roofing was amazing and much faster than the 
  others I called.. " -Wesley Chapel Homeowner

"Professional. Quick & Easy. Would definitely use again." 
  -Tampa Homeowner

"Very Professional. Knowledgeable guys and zero trash 
  was left behind!." -Tampa Homeowner

whether or not that’s going to work 
for them,” Michelle points out. 

“My technique is the actual facts of 
the home and location. I think that’s 
what helps me sell the volume I do. I 
can tell people in general how much 
things are going to cost to make 
changes in the home. My sales aren’t 
based … I sell to make my clients 
happy. All my business is referrals.”

Family Highlights

Life is made much richer for Michelle 
by her family, including her husband 
and her two daughters.

“If it wasn’t for my husband, I 
wouldn’t have made it this far because 
he has had to step in while I’m work-
ing,” she says. “I’ve been with the 
same brokerage — Robert Milligan 
— for over seven years now. He has 

given me the opportunity and tools to 
grow my business.”

In her free time, Michelle has a 
wide range of interests. In addition 
to serving as Captain of her own 
boat, Michelle and her husband like 
supporting their children in cheering 
competitions that require travel.

When it comes to giving back, 
Michelle volunteers with Mothers 
Helping Mothers once a month … 
helping families with clothing and 
kitchen goods. Michelle and her 
team recognize the vast number 
of needs that the local community 
has, so they work to support a wide 
range of charities.

All-In Approach

With her patient nature and com-
mitment to those she serves, 

Michelle becomes close friends with 
those she serves. 

As Michelle works on behalf of those 
around her, she does so with a deep 
sense of gratitude. She also takes 
what she does very seriously and 
is honored to fulfill the needs and 
dreams of her clients.

“It takes a certain person to be a real 
estate agent and not just an order 
taker. I think it’s important for people 
to be grounded, be honest and do the 
best for their clients,” Michelle says. 
“Be yourself. Anyone with the right 
mindset can be very successful.”

The right mindset matters. And
 the power of that approach is 
unlocked with consistency, hard 
work and #hustle.

I love making people happy. In every transaction, you’re with a 
buyer saving their money on their purchase. On the listing side 

of things, it’s trying to get them the highest dollar.



58 • November 2022 Tampa Bay Real Producers • 59@realproducers realproducersmag.com

partner spotlight

& 360 PEST 
CONTROL

By Dave Danielson

A PARTNER YOU CAN COUNT ON

When you work with Owner/Operator Jimmy 
Ward and Class Act Inspections and 360 Pest 
Control, you know you have a partner you can 
count on to deliver excellence with a true, com-
prehensive approach.

“We are able to meet a full range of needs 
for our partners and clients. In addition to 

NEW OR OLD, BEFORE YOU BUY... CALL THE FBI
www.FLBIGroup.com

813-409-3249  |  727-822-8014

2300 5-star reviews

Happy Thanksgiving! 
Blessings to you and your family.

One of the greatest attributes you offer to your clients is the fact that they can 

rely on you for a wide range of answers and resources when it comes to buying 

or selling their property. In the same way, it’s very meaningful when you find a 

partner who provides that same level of expertise to you and your clients.

conducting the primary home inspection, we 
also offer a spectrum of other services, includ-
ing termite inspections,” Jimmy explains. 

“Plus, we are also licensed to carry out other 
environmental services, including mold detec-
tion and advice on how to mitigate it. In addi-
tion, we inspect HVAC systems, pools and other 

items, including broken pipes, as well as specialized 
services such as sewer scoping.”

OWNING THE SOLUTION

Class Act Inspections and 360 Pest Control brings 
an important advantage to its partners and clients 
… the fact that each team member literally takes 
ownership of the quality experience they deliver 
each day.

“All of our team members are vested in the company. 
They own a piece of the company. as a result, they 
take a lot of pride in their work,” Jimmy explains. 
“They work to keep it the best it can be. We all work 
to see that what we do does grow with our clients.”

Those who have the chance to work with Jimmy 
and his team appreciate the fact that they get a 
full-service team of building consultants.

Jimmy worked as an architectural designer prior 
to beginning his journey in the business. He also 
brings significant experience in the hospitality 
industry to his work. In time, he decided to start 
the business.

Since then, Jimmy and his team have grown. Today, 
the growing company serves residents across the 
region up and down the west coast of the state … 
into the central part of Florida, with more plans to 
expand eastward.

FAMILY FEEL

The company brings a real sense of family to its 
partners and clients.

“We become part of our clients’ families, too. Most 
of our clients come back to us. It means a lot to be 
trusted by families to make that financial decision. 
The most rewarding part is seeing people happy 
with the end results and seeing them be in places 
that are safe.”

Class Act Inspections and 360 Pest Control is 
equipped to provide quality — and quantity — in 
its services … in the process, completing more than 
2,000 home inspections every year.

“We really have a family feeling in all that we 
do. We want our partners and clients to call us 

whenever anything goes wrong. We want to be 
the first call,” Jimmy emphasizes. “What we do 
is about the number of lives we get a chance to 
touch and improve through the work we do. That’s 
success for me.”

CONTACT 

CLASS ACT INSPECTIONS TODAY!

WEBSITE: WWW.CLASSACTINSPECTIONS.COM

PHONE: 813-512-6918

EMAIL: INFO@CLASSACTINSPECTIONS.COM

CLASS ACT 
INSPECTIONS 

DELIVERING 

EXCELLENCE WITH 

A COMPREHENSIVE 

APPROACH

ALL OF OUR TEAM MEMBERS ARE 

VESTED IN THE COMPANY. THEY 

OWN A PIECE OF THE COMPANY. 

AS A RESULT, THEY TAKE A LOT 

OF PRIDE IN THEIR WORK.
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making a difference:

GIVES BACK TO 
INSTRUMENTS 4 LIFE

REALTOR® Courtney Poe has a heart 
for the arts.
 
“I love music,” she says. Her love of 
music goes back to her childhood 
days when she was in show choir and 
theater. “I didn’t grow up with a lot of 
money,” she admits. “No child should 
miss out on the opportunity to learn 
to play an instrument simply because 
they can’t afford one.” Music made 
a difference in her life and has made 
her who she is today.
 
Courtney played the guitar before 
donating it to a nonprofit called 
Instruments 4 Life, a local charity in 

Written by 
Elizabeth McCabe

Photo Credit: Allie Serrano 

of Allie Serrano 

Portraits LLC

Tampa Bay that is making the world 
more musical.
 
Empowering youth through music 
education and mentorship is what the 
compassionate folks at Instruments 
4 Life do best. As stated on their 
website, “We believe that all children, 
regardless of socio-economic status, 
deserve an opportunity to learn some-
thing as powerful as music.”
 
With all the cuts and budgetary 
restrictions, schools got rid of their 
arts and music programs. Instruments 
4 Life can be the bright life in a child’s 
heart, making their hearts soar with 

We believe that all children, regardless of 

socio-economic status, deserve an opportunity to 
learn something as powerful as music.

COURTNEY

POE



62 • November 2022 Tampa Bay Real Producers • 63@realproducers realproducersmag.com

the love of music. Kids are provided 
with free music lessons. If they make 
it to all the lessons, they are given a 
free instrument.
 
Courtney comments, “Music is 
medicine. It increases antibodies and 
reduces stress hormones.” Music 
can also make a difference in healing 
trauma. While some people don’t 
communicate verbally about past 
hurts, they can find healing through 
music for the wounds in their souls.
 
Want to get involved? People can 
donate time, money, or instruments to 
support musicians and the arts.
 
For more information, check out their 

website, instruments4life.com.

Music is medicine. 
It increases 
antibodies and 
reduces stress 
hormones.
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RJB Construction
Offering an end-to-end client 

experience that includes seamless 
communication, budgeting, 

staffing, on-site organization, and 
solid, quality handiwork every time.

Building Trust with Quality Work.
We'll get the job done!

813-735-7179
rjbconstructioninc.com
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Account Executive 
Needed—Apply Today!

Do you have sales experience you’d like to utilize? We are looking to add new members to 
our team. Part-time, flexible hours. You can earn $1,000 to $5,000/month for extra spend-
ing money. Perfect for anyone who loves connecting with various industries in the Tampa 
Bay real estate community. Training is provided. 

Please submit resume to don.hill@realproducersmag.com for consideration.

Anyone looking for some

ON YOUR TEAM?
extra $$$$

Broker Office

SUBSCRIPTIONS
When Real Producers magazines are within reach, clients not 

only recognize your appreciation for high-quality content but your 

association with top-producing industry partners.

MONTHLY SUBSCRIPTION COST BREAK DOWN:

5 COPIES

10 COPIES

15 COPIES

20 COPIES

$50

$97.50

$142.50

$180

per
month

per
month

per
month

per
month

For all questions, please reach out to Don Hill at  

don.hill@realproducersmag.com.

T A M P A  B A Y

I N F O R M I N G  A N D  I N S P I R I N G  R E A L  E S T A T E  A G E N T S
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Rebecca Vazquez
813-810-0807
homeriver.com

HomeRiver Group® is an integrated na�onal pla�orm offering world class 
property management services to owners and tenants in the rental market.

Our Agent Referral Program is designed to give the same 
level of care and a�en�on that you would give to your 

clients while enhancing your value for providing a
solu�on for their property management needs.

@HRGTampa

12906 Tampa Oaks Blvd
Suite 100, Temple Terrace FL 33637

$750 referral to agents who refer
property management doors.*

*Licensed agents only




