A Community
Comes Together




Financing the World
One Loan at a ‘Time

Purchase, refi, or real estate investment — let me
help you make your real estate dream come true!
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VENTURE

TITLE SERVICES

Ready to get started? venturetitleservices.com

Contact me today!

In 2021, | was ranked the #1 woman loan
originator in Florida by Scotsman Guide, having
closed 1,012 loans for more than $330 million

in production.

Lauren Maxwell
Executive Vice President | NMLS331415

lauren@maxwellmortgageloans.com MAXWE LL

MORTGAGE TEAM

MaxwellMortgagelLoans.com

CROSSCOUNTRY MORTGAGE, LLC
9130 Galleria Court, Suite 101 | Naples, FL 34109 | NMLS1770104. For professional real estate use only. Not intended for consumers. Equal Housing

Opportunity. All loans subject to underwriting approval. Certain restrictions apply. Call for details. NMLS3029 (www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org).
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If you are interested in contributing or nominating REALTORS® for certain stories,
please email us at SWFL@n2co.com.

DISCLAIMER: Any articles included in this publication and/or opinions expressed therein do not necessarily reflect the views of The N2 Company d/b/a Real Producers but remain

l . solely those of the author(s). The paid advertisements contained within the Fort Myers Real Producers magazine are not endorsed or recommended by The N2 Company or the
publisher. Therefore, neither The N2 Company nor the publisher may be held liable or responsible for business practices of these companies.

FORT MYERS

REAL PRODUCERS.

CONNECTING. ELEVATING. INSPIRING.

Private Client

WANT TO BE FEATURED AS A Tl + (zerscr

R I s I N G K 5 years or less in the business “We started the business from a different place than many title
x A T : companies... We didn't have antiquated service standards or bad habits
t least $8 million in sales in one calendar year i
, — we started from scratch and had to ﬁgure out the most efficient way
* Active on social media to do closings as such a small team. We value communication and
o wanted to be the change that the industry deserved.”

OR KNOW SOMEONE WE e
SHOULD FEATURE?

9732 Commerce Center Ct., Suite B, Fort Myers, FL. 33908 | (239) 672-8898 | Team@PrivateClientTitle.com
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This section has been created to give you easier access when searching for a trusted real
estate affiliate. Take a minute to familiarize yourself with the businesses sponsoring your mag-
azine. These local businesses are proud to partner with you and make this magazine possible.
Please support these businesses and thank them for supporting the REALTOR® community!

PREFERRED PARTNERS

ATTORNEYS

Woods, Weidenmiller,
Michetti, & Rudnick, LLP
Michael Michetti

(239) 325-4070

CATERING & EVENTS
Winfield Street Coffee
Breno Donatti

(203) 343-7948

HOME INSPECTION
HouseMaster

John Prete

(239) 480-8220

HOME WARRANTY
Home-Tech

Noah Surratt

(239) 285-0053
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Old Republic
Home Protection
Shannon Livingston
(239) 682-1812

INSURANCE
Farmers Insurance
Damon Brist

(239) 994-0248

MORTGAGE LENDER
Community Lending
DeAnna Adinolfo Rivera
(239) 878-0107

Equitable Mortgage
Steve Calabrese
(239) 778-6548

Maxwell Mortgage Team
Lauren Maxwell
(239) 596-0500

Moore Lending Group
Brittany Moore
(954) 866-7189

NRL Mortgage
Giovanni Matita
(239) 253-5939

PAVERS

Master Touch Pavers
Christian Torres
(239) 677-8313

PHOTOGRAPHY/PORTRAIT
Michelle Reed Photography
(239) 404-8158

PHOTOGRAPHY/
REAL ESTATE
LaCasaTour
Sheryl Moreno
(888) 598-8687

POOL SERVICES
SWFL Pool Pros
Chaz Hambling
(239) 872-8186

TITLE COMPANY

LandSel Title Agency, Inc. :
Cathy Mann-Seiple i . ¥
(239) 214-7009 '

LET'S WRESTLE THIS
MARKET TOGETHER

Same PreApprovals
o fm 21

Ryan Marrie R ] 1
(239) 734-2400 | '

Private Client Title & Escrow
David Ciccarello, Esq.
(239) 672-8898

VIRTUAL ASSISTANT
Virtual Real Estate Solutions
Wendy Miller

(716) 548-6986

STEVE CALABRESE Loan Ofﬂcpr
Certified V.A. Loan Specialist
239-778-6548 | stevec(@eqfin.com
STEVECALABRESE.COM

StevenMCalabrese
Steven Calabrese

EQUITABLE
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The Home-Tech Gold service
- warranty is what | always
recommend as it saves my
clients money on service calls.
MHEEELH y The Employee Owned aspect
ly of the business, meaning they

| -
L —
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' 7 ‘ that great service matters and
Andrew Regenhard Laurie Caraher Elizabeth Wilkie Ellen Buchanan ey T 4 ﬁa Ho “EIECH g i :
Publisher Assistant Publisher Administrative Assistant Editor h . HOME thR&NTY m}" CIjentS WIII always gEt

treated with respect and with
a sense of urgency.

- Tyler Mattingly
Keller Williams Elite Realty

Zachary Cohen Coby Corradino Michelle Reed Sheryl Moreno
Writer Videographer Photographer Photographer

Employ
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Nominate a REALTOR® you’d like to see featured in this magazine by emailing SWFL@n2co.com. - H o M E I E c H

Service That Works

* Local and Employee Owned

» \We NEVER Use Subcontractors
* Same Day Emergency Service

» Perfect Closing Gift 239.565.2818

Donna Raynor

Home Warranty Consultant

AIR CONDITIONING » APPLIANCES « PLUMBING * ELECTRICAL
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Naples Real Producers collected donations and delivered supplies to hurricane-stricken areas in Fort Myers.

“The Greatness of a Community is Most Accurately
Measured By the Compassionate Actions of Its Members.”

—Coretta Scott King

Publisher’s

OTE

Dear REALTORS® and Preferred Partners,

This issue is dedicated to commemorating not Hurricane Ian...
but us, our SWFL community, who came together in strength
and with resolve to assist those affected in the aftermath of the
storm. Our entire community really joined hands and pitched in
to support each other and help with the many cleanup, relief and
rebuild efforts. Here at Real Producers, we received $5,000 of
donations that allowed us to purchase food, water and supplies
that we then delivered all over Fort Myers. Thank you SO much
to everyone who donated that allowed us to make an impact and
contribute to the many relief efforts going on in our community.
We appreciate you all so much! Please check out our hurricane
special feature on page 30, where we highlight several members
of our real estate community who shared their stories with us
of loss, hope and the incredible power and servant hearts of our

beloved community.

November is also a month where we recognize those who have
served our nation. This month, we celebrate Veterans Day, hon-
oring those brave men and women and their families who have
given so much of themselves and have made such tremendous
sacrifices for their fellow countrymen. As many of you know, I

have a soft spot for veterans, having spent quite a bit of time with

10 - November 2022

them in my previous career as a military contractor. I
have the utmost respect for these American heroes and
am proud to call several of them my closest friends.
Please check out our article on Dr. Evelyn Lewis and her
Veterans Health and Wellness Foundation in this issue.
This is a very worthy cause to donate to so that those
who have served receive the health care they and their

families deserve.

November is also a month we focus on gratitude. This
year, after having just gone through Hurricane Ian
together, we really have even more reasons to be thank-
ful. The impact on our community has been devastating,
but the reminder is there to truly appreciate what is
most valuable in our lives — our families, friends, and
loved ones. As we get ready to head into the holiday
season 2022, we are so grateful for the special people in
our lives, for our community, and for all of our blessings.
Our hearts and prayers are with each of you who has
suffered losses from the hurricane. It is moments like
these we can fully embody and appreciate the meaning

of community.

For obvious reasons, our big Fort Myers Real Producers
Launch Party at The Club at Renaissance has had to be
postponed. We will plan on rescheduling it as soon as is
reasonable, and will send you information on the event
once we have a new date.

I am grateful for this inspiring Real Producers commu-

nity and look forward to seeing you all again soon.
Happy Thanksgiving to all!

ANDREW REGENHARD
Owner/Publisher

Fort Myers Real Producers
239-290-0692

andrew.regenhard@n2co.com

Do You Find Yourself Getting

Stuck Doing
Mundane Tasks.

Day In and Day Out?

Running efficiently takes a lot of time and effort,
and our Virtual Assistants are here to help!
From taking calls to answering online inquiries
and contract administration, we'll make sure
your customers get the professional support
and attention they deserve.

‘ - .

VIRTUAL REAL ESTATE

SOLUTIONS

We offer a network of Realtors, Brokers and Unlicensed Assistants
all of whom have active, hands-on real estate experience.

Virtually Everything, Done Virtually.

Wendy Miller

Licensed FL Real Estate Broker
Scan to Check www.VirtualRealEstate-Solutions.com
716-548-6986 | 941-548-7631

wendy@vre-s.com

Our Plans and Pricing




P» legal hotline

By Samuel F. Colburn, Esq.
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Post Hurricane Issues in
SWFL Real Estate

After Hurricane Ian, many people, unfortunately, will find
themselves without a place to live. If you are a tenant, whether in
a residential or commercial property, it is vital that you under-
stand your rights. After a catastrophic event like the one that
Southwest Florida just endured, we, at Woods, Weidenmiller,
Michetti & Rudnick, LLP, can help you shift through your ques-

tions and concerns. For example:

1. What happens to your Lease upon a “Casualty” event?

2. What maintenance requirements was the Landlord required
to undertake and any obligations that the Landlord may have
had to make storm preparations on the Property?

3. What obligations does the Landlord have to make the Prop-
erty habitable or if a Landlord is required to make other
living arrangements if the Property is deemed uninhabitable?

4.  How does insurance come into play (i.e., renters insurance,
landlord insurance, etc.)?

5. Canmy Landlord “constructively evict” me?

6.  What will happen to your Security Deposit? How do I get
that refunded?
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The first step every tenant should take is to review their
Lease. For example, typically, a lease will have language
that, should the Property be substantially impaired as
to affect the habitability of the Property, the Tenant can
provide written notice to the Landlord that they are
terminating the Lease. As every lease is different, this
should provide you with the most streamlined answers
to your questions. That said, if the Lease is silent as to
such issue, below are a couple statutory provisions that
every Tenant should be aware of, and which will govern

how the parties should proceed:

RESIDENTIAL

Florida Statute 83.63 Casualty damage. “If the
premises are damaged or destroyed other than by the
wrongful or negligent acts of the tenant so that the
enjoyment of the premises is substantially impaired,
the tenant may terminate the rental agreement and
immediately vacate the premises. The tenant may

vacate the part of the premises rendered unusable by

the casualty, in which case the tenant’s liability for rent
shall be reduced by the fair rental value of that part of

the premises damaged or destroyed.”

COMMERCIAL

Florida Statute 83.201 Notice to landlord of failure to
maintain or repair, rendering premises wholly unten-
antable; right to withhold rent. “When the lease is
silent on the procedure to be followed to effect repair or
maintenance and the payment of rent relating thereto,
yet affirmatively and expressly places the obligation for
same upon the landlord and the landlord has failed or
refused to do so, rendering the leased premises wholly
untenantable, the tenant may withhold rent after notice
to the landlord... If the landlord does not complete the
repair or maintenance in the allotted time, the parties
may extend the time by written agreement or the tenant
may abandon the premises, retain the amounts of rent
withheld, terminate the lease, and avoid any liability for

future rent or charges under the lease...”

Simply put, a Landlord cannot use Hurricane Ian as
an excuse to evict you. Florida law has strict statutory

provisions regarding evictions that apply here just like

in any other situation. The landlord cannot engage in “self-help”
either (i.e., change the locks, keep the electricity and water shut
off, or deprive the Tenant of basic living necessities). The risk

of loss for the Property will likely be the Landlord’s, while any
personal property will likely be the Tenant’s loss. It is important
for the Tenant to inquire with the Landlord and receive copies of

any and all active insurance policies that they may have.

The attorneys at Woods, Weidenmiller, Michetti & Rudnick, LLP,
are here and ready to assist you in reviewing your lease, answer-

ing your questions, and letting you know what your rights and

remedies may be.

Born and raised in Naples,
Florida, Samuel Colburn is an
associate attorney at Woods,
Weidenmiller, Michetti &
Rudnick, where he concen-
trates his practice in the areas
of commercial and residential
real property transactions, as
well as corporate and com-
mercial lending.

Comprehensive Same Day Repnrting""“'-:__

Termite, Radon, Mold; 4 Pt, Wind Mitigation \
™

Phones Answered Evenings & Weekends
Only Company With A 1 Year Limited

Guarantee

JOHN PRETE" ' -

HouseMaster.

1 8. .8 & ¢
CHEC 9 UT-QUR.
5 STAR REVIEWS

RECEIVE 525 OFF WITH MENTION OF THIS AD ONL {IE

PHOMNE: 239-430-8220
WWW.NAPLES.HOUSEMASTER.COM
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making a difference

EVELYN LEWIS, MD, MA, FAAFP, DABDA

The Veterans Health

and Wellness Foundation

SUPPORTING VETERANS COAST TO COAST

By Ellen Buchanan

To care for [those] who shall
have borne the battle...

—President Abraham Lincoln

“There are about 250,000 people that
transition from being a service mem-
ber to a Veteran each year. I see the
vast majority of those people don’t
need the help we provide, but there
are some out there who desperately
need the services we render,” Evelyn

Lewis begins.

Evelyn Lewis is a medical physician
and a 25-year Navy Veteran who has
seen the struggles of Veterans and
their families from varying vantage

points. After witnessing so many
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Veterans struggle to understand that
they were eligible for healthcare
benefits and how to navigate the sys-
tem to access their benefits, she was
determined to give back to a commu-
nity she felt was so desperately in

need of support.

In 2014, Evelyn founded the Veterans
Health and Wellness Foundation
(VHWPF), a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organi-
zation dedicated to helping Veterans
and their families access and navi-
gate the healthcare system so they
can receive the VA benefits they are
entitled to. In addition, she also offers
assistance to those navigating the

civilian healthcare system and in need

of advocacy if they are not eligible for
care through the VA. Although Evelyn
is based in Georgia, VHWT assists

veterans across the country.

Meet the Founder

Dr. Lewis has had an interest in
medicine since she was a little girl.
Her father was a physician, and her
mother was a nurse in his office. She
remembers sitting in her dad’s office
after school, doing homework and

watching patients come and go.

As she got older, she gained a real,
personal understanding of the work
her parents were doing while serv-

ing the community. Observing her

parents and their dedication cemented her desire to

follow in her father’s footsteps.

Evelyn graduated from Spelman College and was
awarded a Health Professional Scholarship through
the military and joined the Navy. She served and

She also educates physicians and allied healthcare

professionals on how to best serve the Veteran com-

munity, a program she believes has the potential to

remained active for 25 years, retiring in 2003. She

obtained her doctorate from the Chicago Medical
School - Rosalind Franklin University of Medicine

and Science and ultimately served at medical clinics

from coast to coast, hospitals
here at home and abroad and
on board the USS Simon Lake
assisting active-duty service
members and Veterans with

a host of medical chal-

lenges. While assigned to

the National Naval Medical
Center (currently known as
Walter Reed National Military
Medical Center) during the
height of the Irag—Afghanistan
conflict, she cared for the ser-
vice members who returned
with various injuries, illnesses
and diseases, cared for their
families, delivered babies,

and witnessed the seemingly
insurmountable challenges

faced by Veterans.

“In the 25 years I was in the
military caring for service
members, Veterans, and
their families, it became
very clear that many of them
didn’t have an understanding
of what their benefits were,
what they were eligible for,
and then how to advocate for

themselves,” Evelyn explains.

Evelyn has taken a creative
approach to the work she
does, as well, going above
and beyond simply educating

Veterans and their families.

Keeping Her Promise

&4

make a significant impact in the lives of the 13-plus
million Veterans who get some or all of their health-

care outside of the VA healthcare system.

Today, Evelyn resides in Georgia, where she runs
VHWTF virtually.

Evelyn Lewis, M.D., founder of Veterans Health and Wellness Foundation

Fort Myers Real Producers - 15



OMPASSION, THIS
ALLOWS VHWF TO
SERVE VETERANS
FROM EVERYWHERE.

“With a reassuring look reflecting
commitment, comfort, and compas-
sion, this allows VHWF to serve
Veterans from everywhere... When
I say from everywhere, it literally is

from everywhere,” she says.

VHWTF does not charge Veterans

or their family members for any of
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its work; sponsorships and donations
help fund the services so Veterans
can reap the rewards. VHWF is a
small group, but one that is deeply
devoted to serving those who protect

our nation’s values.

“Our organization is here to help

Americans realize we made a

promise. To paraphrase President
Abraham Lincoln, we will care for
those who have borne the battle. And
if we look at what’s going on with
Veterans and their families today, we

are not keeping our promise...”

“I get to enjoy my life and do the things
that I do because they have provided
the ability for me to do this... It might
sound cliche — ‘Oh, they’re over there
fighting for my freedom’ — but that’s
exactly what they’re doing ... whether

here at home or on foreign soil.”

The Veterans Health and Wellness
Foundation (VHWF) is a 501(c)(3)
organization. Call 833-924-4376
orvisit My VHWEF.org for more

information or to donate.
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Alexandra King

Ph:603-809-9474

Mlexondro kingEnrlmorigage com

NRL Mortgage'

Licensed Loan Processar f
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“Just an update...my dad is doing better and they are in the process
of buying a new home through the VA loan. We are forever thankful
for your help.” —Veteran in Texas

“The VHWEF has assisted me with my doctor visits, with communi-

cations about my drugs and procedures, and assisting me with the

process of submitting my exam paperwork to the VA that no one else
has done, even after | relocated to Florida. As a disabled vet, they are
a great asset to my well-being and health care.” —Veteran in Florida

“l want to thank the VHWF and their program for helping my father, a re-
tired master chief. |, too, being a disabled navy veteran, tried to help my
father in receiving his disability benefits which he is entitled to, however
my knowledge was far out of scope. Dr. Lewis and Janice picked up my
father’s case and have helped tremendously. First, the help in reducing
the mental anguish that accompanies this frustrating process, giving

the veteran the relief of a team. Second, the verbiage involved... Many
of us don’t know the correct language that the VA is looking for, and it’s
heartbreaking when repeatedly denied benefits due to language. | have
been so impressed with their services that | have referred multiple other

veterans and families in their direction. Thank you for your service and
commitment to our veterans.” —Veteran in Hawaii

right and doing them well.

Viri Martinez
Loan Originator
: 3@ EJ? 585

Whutwa do is mporfant but what
defines us is how we do it. We strive fo
earn your business for life by doing things
I

NMLS#181407 =ores

A QIR TIg(eTele X Giovanni Matita, NLMS# 477645 | 239-253-5939 | www.giovannimatita.com
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P» leader of the month

Lessons in
Leadership

By Zachary Cohen
Photos by LaCasaTour

“The way I approach things is to wake up every day and be
better than the day before. It’s all about the mental aspect.
T have this internal drive to get better every day and help

those around me get better,” Glen Stegemann begins.

Glen has been a leader in Southwest Florida’s real estate
industry for nearly 20 years, but his journey as a leader
began on the baseball diamond many years prior. As a
young man, Glen was a standout athlete, and later in his
life, he became a respected coach. Through his relation-
ship with athletics — and baseball in particular — he
gained the skills to lead effectively.

“One of the best bits of advice I got was that people who
are managers or coaches wake up every day, look in

] the mirror, and know their way is the best way. But the
ahid i’. ‘i most successful ones are the ones that take their way
and allow input from others, massaging that into their

overall plan,” Glen explains.

Glen has taken this lesson to heart. As a coach, he
learned that some players responded to tough love while
others needed a hug. Some needed to be challenged, and
others appreciated. As a real estate broker, Glen applies
the same strategy. He’s willing to listen to his agents,
understand their desires, and help them get there.

Another lesson Glen learned on the baseball dia-
mond was about failure. The best hitters fail seven
out of 10 times they step to the plate. Becoming

acquainted with failure is part of the game.

“My success in business has always been linked to
not letting failures define me,” Glen continues. “You
can’t let failure beat you. You have to accept it, learn

from it, and get better. The same goes in business.

You can’t let failure beat you.

You have to accept it, learn

from it, and get better.

Glen was assistant coach with FGCU’s baseball program when
they won the ASUN Baseball Championship in 2017 and made
it to the NCAA Regionals.
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“ I have a philosophy that

you can’t manage people
unless you’ve done the job.

Glen Stegemann credits his many years of coaching travel and collegiate baseball
with the skills needed to be an effective leader of his 280-plus agent brokerage.

You're going to fail. You have to be able
to wipe that off and move on. So all the
experiences I've had as a player and a coach

translates into business.”

Leading the Charge

Glen began his real estate career after suc-
cessful stints in corporate finance and the
auto industry. He was recruited to become a
VP of sales for stock development in 2003.

Glen’s leadership style is to empower his
team rather than dragging them toward
success. So rather than jumping right into
his VP role, he spent a year in sales, learn-
ing the ins and outs of the business. Only
then could he feel comfortable leading the

sales team.

“I have a philosophy that you can’t manage
people unless you've done the job. So 1
started in sales and then moved into man-

agement soon after,” Glen explains.

With the real estate market in flux in
2007, Glen co-founded Summit Real
Estate Group, a company focused on
buying foreclosures, fixing them up, and
reselling them. That company eventually
became a full-service brokerage, Barclays
Real Estate Group, in 2012.

In the meantime, Glen returned to his love
of baseball. He started the travel base-
ball organization the Florida Prowlers
and later became the manager of Team
Extreme, a team that consistently ranked
as one of the nation’s top travel baseball
programs. That success afforded him the
opportunity to to be an assistant coach at
Florida Gulf Coast University from 2015
to 2017. He was part of the program’s
ASUN Championship win and first NCAA

Regionals appearance in 2017.

“My boys got to the age when they started
playing and had a passion for it. It just
made sense, and then it took off,” Glen

says. “I love the game.”

A New Adventure

After over 15 years with Summit Real
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Estate and Barclays Real Estate
Group, Glen took on a new challenge
in 2021, becoming the managing
broker for Royal Shell Real Estate in
Lee County.

“With the market shifting again, I was
drawn toward a more traditional real
estate brokerage,” he says. “Once I
made the decision to leave Barclays,

I took some time to evaluate what I
wanted. I've always enjoyed managing
people and trying to contribute to their
success. I felt the culture and direction
at Royal Shell fit my personality and

what I wanted to accomplish.”

Royal Shell’s collaborative, suc-
cess-driven, and team-oriented
culture has been a perfect match for

Glen’s leadership style.

“There’s this corporate-level back-

ing with a boutique feel. My input is
wanted and accepted, and that’s the
situation I was looking for — to be able
to have the chance to make an impact,

helping coach and mentor agents.”

In 2021, Glen helped lead Royal
Shell’s 280-plus agents to close an
impressive 2,800-plus transactions
for over $1.6B. In 2022, they are

pacing to eclipse those numbers.

Practice Makes Perfect

Outside of work, Glen continues to
stay physical. While his two sons,
Nash (24) and Spencer (22), are now
grown, out of the house, and beyond
their own baseball-playing days, Glen
still makes time to work out daily. He
also enjoys pickleball and golf, and
remains involved with the Florida

Gulf Coast University baseball team.

In real estate, Glen continues to draw
on the lessons he’s learned as an
athlete. His goal now is to help lift his

entire team to greatness.
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Glen Stegemann is the managing broker of Royal Shell Real Estate in Lee County.

“The way I manage my companies comes from my playing days and time as a coach
at a high level. In athletics and in real estate, you have to practice. You have to
sacrifice. You’re going to get out what you put in... We want our agents to become
Real Producers in our market, to reach those heights, and we have the company and

strategies to make that happen.”
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Change is what we do.

Estero Cape Coral

A Better Lending Experience

Dependable Preapprovals < Exceptional Transparency
Reliable On-Time Closings Superior Customer Service
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MOORELENDINGGROUP.COM /' 239-319-2579
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P» partner spotlight

By Zachary Cohen
Photos by LaCasaTour

M Damon Brist

Mon -Fri: 8:30 -
Sat-Sun: closeg

Website:
. farmersagent.cq
S dbrist

== 1]

THE FARMERS DIFFERENCE

In 2019, Damon Brist spearheaded the launch of the first Farmers Insurance agency in
Southwest Florida. Three years later, he’s running a thriving business; the Fort Myers
office is in the top 25 Farmers Insurance agencies nationwide. Most importantly,
Damon and his team have become one of the area’s most reputable sources for home,
auto, umbrella, and specialty vehicle insurance.

FUN FACT
Damon worked his way through college as
a golf professional; he worked at clubs
and was a PGA member from 1993 to
1996. Damon still enjoys a round of
golf, but most of his time outside
work is spent with his wife, Kristen,
and their two children, Cooper

(13) and Riley (11).
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“The biggest thing I want people to know about

is our tremendous value,” Damon says. “We are

an A-rated company, and there aren’t too many of

those here in Florida. We’re a 90-year-old,

$12 billion company with great capabilities.”

The Road to Insurance

After building a successful career in pharmaceuti-

cal sales, Damon transitioned to life insurance and

financial advising in 2007. Soon after, the housing

crisis descended upon the nation, affecting every

industry. Damon was still able to build his business

in these trying times.

“When there’s turmoil, there’s opportunity. I was

able to capitalize on that and create some great

opportunities out of that,” he reflects. “People were

resonating with our value prop.”

Damon began teaching at medical schools
around the country, educating

students on how to prepare for

life after residency.

“When you talk to anyone

about finances, the

starting point is the

simple stuff. People want

to know how to make a

bunch of money in the

stock market, but I say we

shore up the simple stuff

first. Are you properly
insured with auto and
home? Do you have an

umbrella policy?”

For many years,
Damon referred out
business to other
local home and auto
insurance provid-
ers. Then, he had

a realization: he

didn’t want to give

this business away anymore.

“This is the easy stuff — the simple things to get
people on the right track. If they’re on the right

track, then they can do bigger things. So why not

provide that service too?”

Damon began looking for insurance agencies to purchase
when he came across an opportunity to open a new office with

Farmers Insurance; in 2019, he did just that.

The Farmers Difference
Today, Damon’s primary role is as an insurance provider; now,

he refers out his financial advising business.

“I’'ve done a full transition,” he reflects. “This is more fun. I enjoy

this more. I love educating people, understanding coverages.”

Damon does a little of everything, from client communication
to agency management. He’s fully hands-on in the business,
helping Farmers earn a strong reputation in Southwest Florida.

“We’re pretty well known here, with good name recognition,
but really it’s about the value of what we provide. Farmers is
the only national insurance carrier writing homeowners insur-
ance in Florida. The big carriers don’t provide homeowners
insurance. We’re the only one that can bundle home and auto,
so that’s a huge selling point,” Damon explains.

“And we’re a national, A-rated, 90-year-old insurance com-
pany. Most of the Florida companies for homeowners insur-
ance are based in Florida and are very small. Farmers is a
$12 billion national company. Where do you want your insur-
ance, a $12 billion company or a $100 million company? It’s a
huge value add.”

“Lastly, Farmers gives us a ton of leeway on who we can write
policies with, so it’s almost like we’re independent. To help peo-
ple get the best value, it’s not always Farmers, and we get that.”

After successfully launching his Farmers Insurance agency in
Southwest Florida, Damon is now ready to take his business
to the next level. He has his eye on growth, both in Florida and
nationally. As the business grows, however, he vows to keep
his values at the front: a commitment to client satisfaction,

integrity in business, and best-in-class customer service.

For more information, call Damon Brist at 239-202-2933 or
visit agents.farmers.com/fl/fort-myers/damon-brist.
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On September 28, 2022, Hurricane Ian made landfall in Southwest
Florida as a Category 4 hurricane with 150-mph winds. Major damage
was done to our communities not only by the intense winds but by the
massive storm surge that brought a wall of sea water on land and into
canals, devastating beachfronts and structures all along the coast,
and sadly, causing many deaths. As tragic as Hurricane Ian has been
for our SWFL communities, the resilience, determination, and faith
of the people who live and work here rose to the fore. Along with
government and private sector relief efforts, grassroots campaigns
were immediately launched, doing everything from rescues, cleanouts
of damaged homes and property of relatives, friends, and neighbors,
raising money for nonprofits doing important work on the ground,

and collecting and distributing food, water, and supplies.

As proud as we have always been of our SWFL Real Producers tribe,
it is moments like these where the real character and strength of
everyone truly shines. We are humbled and in awe of the many efforts
of our Real Producers, everyone pitching in to help in any way they
could. In the best of times, the community relies on REALTORS® and
industry partners as essential resources. Embracing that role with a

huge sense of responsibility, this Real Producers community stepped

up and went to work, demonstrating their commitment and value in

the worst of times as well. On the following pages, we highlight just a
few of the many relief efforts undertaken by members of our own Real
Producers community, and stories of what some have experienced.
Thank you all for your service. You are beyond incredible, and SWFL

would not be the same without you!

SWFL REAL PRODUCERS

SWFL Real Producers raised over
$5,000 in donations for essen-
tial supplies that we delivered
throughout Fort Myers. Thank
you so much to everyone who

donated and made our contribu-

tions possible!

CYNDI & RON MYERS
eXp Realty

Cyndi and Ron Myers have been
helping FK Your Diet deliver
meals, recruit volunteers, and get
donations. They also helped their
clients who were under water —
cleaning out muddy homes and
lending their car to a senior couple

who lost theirs.
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DENNY GRIMES
Keller Williams Realty

HEATHER CAINE
Keller Williams Realty

KW Cares distributed $1.9 mil-
lion in generators and supplies
to SWFL, and KW agents from
around the country brought

Denny Grimes offered his
moving truck to anyone in

the area in need of help,

and in the days after the
storm, opened his office, industrial fans, building
which had water, elec- supplies and tools to help the
tric, and fresh coffee for community rebuild. The Caine
everyone. Luxury Team served hot meals

in Naples Park and gave away

free clothes, shoes, and toys.

ERIC GALLUS and MARLO SHAY RIMES
Premier Plus Realty

Eric Gallus loaded his Jeep and trailer with ice, gas, water, a
generator, and tools. He helped demo a few homes and passed

out supplies to the community.

Marlo Shay Rimes spent many days using her airboat to get
supplies to the islands, aid in rescue efforts, and give free rides

to those who needed them.

BLAKE BECKER
Becker Home Maintenance and
JOHN HUFFMAN

Huffman’s Construction Group

Blake Becker and John Huffman teamed
up to help with hurricane cleanup, feed the
community, and deliver items to women

and children in need in Fort Myers.
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MARY WATTS WOLLEON
Domain Realty

Mary Watts Wolleon and her family
have been reaching out to help oth-
ers, serving in partnership with their
church, The Springs of Bonita, as
well as supporting SWFL Sunshine
Foundation in their efforts to assist

both victims of Hurricane lan and first

responders.

ALBERT YABOR
Coldwell Banker

Under CB Cares initia-
tives, led by Coldwell
Banker’s CEO Ryan
Gorman, all of Coldwell
Banker’s Naples and
Marco Island teams came
together to help a local
Brookside neighbor-
hood in need of massive

cleanup and supplies.
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ELISE STARR & TOM STARR
John R. Wood Properties

Fort Myers residents Elise
and Tom Starr had a birds-
eye view of storm surge of
Hurricane Ian, which took a

huge toll on their hometown

ROXANA MONTILVA
Marzucco Real Estate

Roxana Montilva and her
teammates partnered
with Seed to Table and
Feeding Florida, donat-

ing semi’s loaded with

and boat. thousands of meals and

DARDA GROUP

Compass water they distributed in

various locations.

The majority of the Darda Group’s
clients sustained some damage and
some had substantial damage... They,
also, had damage at their office in
Cape Coral and are working out of a

temporary location. The team pitched

in to help those in need, supplying
personal hygiene items, tarps, bat-

teries, food, canned goods, cleaning

supplies, water, and more.

GIOVANNI MATITA
NRL Mortgage

Giovanni Matita, of NRL Mortgage,
and his family all pitched in with

relief efforts.
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KAYLA BOYD-JONES
RE/MAX

Kayla’s family of four adults, three young
children, and four dogs weathered the
storm at her mother’s home in the Cape
Coral Yacht Club area. Even though

her home and her RE/MAX Fort Myers

Beach office were completely destroyed,

Kayla
maintains
a positive
attitude and
LISA VANDERBLEEK .
] strong faith
RE/MAX Sunshine in the SWFL
community.
Lisa, her husband Brian, and their team
heir out-of-state clients’ h tere, she
prepped their out-of-state clients’ homes raises her
for the storm, fastening shutters and « ”
Tan Flag.

strapping down boats. They have been
navigating the insurance claims processes
for their clients and have also delivered

extra cleaning products to those in need.

MIKE MCMURRAY &
Members of Royal Shell Real Estate

Mike McMurray and teammates at Royal
Shell Real Estate took drone footage of
everyone’s properties and gave them to the
homeowners. They raised almost $75,000
for local nonprofits, purchased generators for

distribution, and provided free meals to first

responders and contractors.
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YASMIN SAAD
Compass

SUZANNE VASBINDER
Your Home Sold Guaranteed Realty

Of Hurricane Ian, Suzanne Vasbinder says, Yasmin Saad’s family home
fared okay in the storm, but

their beachfront first-floor

“At one point, we owned our own ‘private
island,” as we were surrounded by water

on all sides. I've lived in SWFL for over 22
years and have never experienced anything
like Ian. Moving forward, SWFL will rebuild

and be stronger and better than ever!”

condo was devastated. Yasmin
and her team reached out daily
to those in need, providing
information, resources, and a
helping hand.

MARC DEVISSE
Tri-Town Construction

Marc Devisse came together with
neighbors and other business own-
ers, carpooling to impacted sites
and businesses in downtown Fort
Myers to help with cleanup efforts.
Together with Marc’s restaurant,
Seaside Bar & Grill, they made free
food for the workers and residents
in neighborhoods off Alico Road, in
Fort Myers/San Carlos. Tri-Town’s
office also served as a donation

center for dropoffs and pickups.
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HOME PREPARATIO

By Shauna Osborne

The air is crisp, the leaves are changing,
and the holidays are just around the
corner! The cheerful months of Novem-
ber and December always fly by, but a
little advance cleaning and organizing
can help keep holiday entertaining wor-
ries at bay. Here are a few home-prepa-
ration tips to make your space fresh,

festive and ready to entertain!

Prep appliances.

All that scrumptious cooking and

baking we do over the holidays can give

kitchen appliances a workout. Prep

them for the overload with a thorough

cleaning and inspection.

* Check the temperature reading with an
oven thermometer to ensure accuracy.

* Remove all food residue and build-up
in the washtub, drain and around the
door of the dishwasher.

* Sharpen kitchen knives.

* Make sure vacuum cleaners are emp-
tied and located handily for quick

clean-ups.
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+ Clean out refrigerator and freezer,
checking for blocked air vents.

* Replace worn flapper valves on toi-
lets (and don’t forget to provide plen-
ty of extra toilet paper and a plunger)!

Organize living spaces.

Focus on beautifying areas guests will
see most, like the front porch, entry-
way, kitchen, living room and bath-
rooms. Stash away easily decluttered
items, which gives the illusion of clean
space (even if it isn’t). Supply overnight
guests with an empty drawer or closet
space, extra pillows/blankets, clean
towels, travel-size toiletries and a flat

surface for their luggage.

Safeguard your home.
Here, an ounce of prevention prevents
a pound of cure.
+ Always keep windows and
doors locked.
+ Don’t advertise big-ticket gifts by

putting boxes outside the home.

* Lock away all medications, firearms
and household chemicals.

* Keep driveway and walkway clear of
ice and snow, if applicable.

+ Never leave open flames unattended.

* Make sure live Christmas trees stay
well-watered.

+ Utilize light timers to regulate elec-

tricity usage for decorations.

Stock up on essentials.

A few days before having houseguests,
inquire about favorite snacks and
drinks, and stock up on those items,

as well as coffee, tea, creamer/sugar
and simple breakfast items, like cereal,
milk, juice, fruit and granola bars.
Stock up on essentials like paper tow-
els, tissue, toilet paper, hand soap and

toothpaste to have on hand.

Plan ahead and get organized this holi-
day season, so you can enjoy time spent

making new memories with loved ones!
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