
AGENT FEATURE:
Maria Etling 

ON THE RISE:
Lynsey Wolfe

PARTNER SPOTLIGHT:
Mike Foley and Jim Berardi
DiVinci Painters

LEGACY OF LEGENDS:
Dale Lubotsky

RICHKER
RICK

The Ult imate Exchange

J A N U A R Y  2 0 2 2

C O N N E C T I N G .  E L E V A T I N G .  I N S P I R I N G . 

N O R T H  S H O R E



2 • January 2022 North Shore Real Producers • 3@realproducers realproducersmag.com

847-903-2148
papertoparty@comcast.net
papertoparty.com

C A L L  L I N D A  T O D AY
T O  G E T  S TA R T E D !

 Personal Touch
 Coordination
  Full
  Partial
 Wording
 Calligraphy
 Theme Party Book
 Printing
  Thermography
  Flat
  Letterpress
 Quick Turnaround

Paper to Party
E V E N T  P L A N N I N G

Be a guest at your own event.
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Karen M. Patterson is your Concierge Closer:

Karen M. Patterson, P.C., Attorney at Law
2400 Ravine Way, Suite 200  |  Glenview, Illinois 60025

C: (847) 226-7818  |  O: (847) 724-5150  |  Karen@Glenviewlaw.net
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Curator of residential and commercial real estate transactions
from contracting to closing and everything in between.

DISCLAIMER: Any articles included in this publication and/or opinions expressed therein do not necessarily reflect the views of The N2 Company d/b/a Real Producers but remain 
solely those of the author(s). The paid advertisements contained within the North Shore Real Producers magazine are not endorsed or recommended by The N2 Company or the 
publisher. Therefore, neither The N2 Company nor the publisher may be held liable or responsible for business practices of these companies.

If you are interested in contributing or nominating Realtors for certain stories, 
please email us at andy.burton@RealProducersMag.com
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Leave A Lasting Impression
With Customized Closing Gifts

Your Clients Will LOVE!
When every showing and closing MUST

go perfectly, My Charcuterie is the 
company you call for amazing open
house catering as well as incredible,

personalized closing gifts.

Let us create an amazing 
experience for your next open

house or closing gift!

liz@mycharcuterie.com | (224) 223-5090
MyCharcuterie.com

Charcuterie Boards, Boxes, Jars, Cones, 
Custom Engraved Boards, Grazing Tables, 

Seasonal Specialties, Catering & More
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JUNK REMOVAL

Junk Remedy

Nick DeGiulio

(877) 722-5865

JunkRemedy.com

MOLD REMEDIATION

Green Home Solutions

Erik Sager

(860) 919-5538

GreenHomeSolutions.com

MORTGAGE / LENDER

Citizens One

Mark Johnson

(312) 777-3649

lo.citizensone.com/il/

chicago/mark-johnson

Cross Country Mortgage

Tammy Maranto

(630) 291-1476

CrossCountryMortgage.com

Draper & Kramer  

Mortgage Corp.

Cathy Schneider

(847) 239-7830

DKMortgage.com/ 

Schneider

Forum Mortgage Bancorp

Bill Vasilopoulos

(773) 774-9040 x102

ForumMtg.com

Guaranteed Rate

Brian Jessen

(847) 712-0830

Rate.com/BrianJessen

Guaranteed Rate

RJ Dolan

(847) 922-5884

Rate.com/RJDolan

Middlefork, LLC

Andrew Bowyer

(312) 560-3969

MiddleForkLuxury.com

EVENT PLANNING

Paper to Party

(847) 903-2148

PaperToParty.com

FLOORING

Iskalis Flooring Group

John Iskalis

(847) 456-2426

FOOD

My Charcuterie

Liz Turnbaugh

(847) 343-1002

MyCharcuterie.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

The ABL Group

George Markoustas

(847) 579-1600

theABLgroup.com

HOME INSPECTION

Dunsing Inspections

Jamie Dunsing

(847) 367-0782

Dunsing.com

HOME WARRANTY

Home Warranty of America

Kim Basaillon

(847) 212-8635

HWAHomeWarranty.com

INSURANCE

Goosehead Insurance 

Boggs Agency

Kevin Boggs

(630) 365-7248

Goosehead.com

State Farm

(847) 395-1321

ChadArnoldInsurance.com

BUILDER

A Perry Homes

Tony Perry

(847) 549-0668

APerryHomes.com

ICON Building Group

Charlie Murphy

(815) 715-2536

ICON-Group.com ; 

IBGREModel.com

BUILDER/DEVELOPER

ClearPath Chicago

James Nesbitt

(223) 733-8010

www.ClearPathChicago.com

CHIROPRACTIC CARE

Atlas Upper  

Cervical Chiropractic

Alex Halstead

(847) 920-4506

AtlasUCC.com

CLOSING GIFTS

Cutco Closing Gifts

Cut Above Gifts

(312) 899-6085

CutAboveGifts.com

CPA SERVICES

Dam, Snell, & Taverine, LTD.

Barbara Harpold

(847) 367-4448

www.dstcpa.com

DESIGN

Blair Crown Design Inc

(847) 903-2128

BlairCrownDesign.com

M Design, LLC

Andrew Bowyer

(312) 560-3969

MDesign.house

ACCOUNTING - CPA

The Hechtman Group Ltd

(847) 853-2599

TheHechtmanGroup.com

ATTORNEY

Chang Legal, LLC

David Chang

(847) 907-4971

ChangLegal.com 

Floss Law, LLC

Bob Floss

(224) 326-2903

FlossLaw.com

Jeffrey S. Marks Real 

Estate Attorney

(312) 208-7340

TheLouboutinLawyer.Com

Karen M. Patterson, P.C.

(847) 724-5150

KarenPattersonPC.com

Law Office Of  

Judy K Maldonado

Judy Maldonado

(773) 895-5045

www.jkmlaw.com

Lincoln Street Law P.C.

Kathy O’Malley

(847) 912-7250

LincolnStreetLaw.com

Nemani Law

(312) 646-4434

NemaniLaw.com

The David Frank  

Law Group

(773) 255-6499

TheDavidFrank 

LawGroup.com

This section has been created to give you easier access when searching for a trusted real estate 

affiliate. Take a minute to familiarize yourself with the businesses sponsoring your magazine. 

These local businesses are proud to partner with you and make this magazine possible. Please 

support these businesses and thank them for supporting the REALTOR® community!
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SALON & SPA

Salon Oak & Spa @BarberTown

Georgia Zorba

(847) 998-0899

Salon-Oak-Spa.Business.Site

SOLAR ENERGY

Sunrun Solar

Brandon Pratt

(360) 731-8955

GoSunrun.com/BrandonPratt

STAGING

Phoenix Rising Home Staging

(312) 450-8365

ChicagoStaging.com

TITLE COMPANY

Chicago Title

Dan Halperin

(847) 833-1430

CTCastleConnect.com

Euclid Title Services, LLC

Dean Argiris

(847) 996-9965

EuclidTitleServices.com

VIDEOGRAPHER

Visual FilmWorks

Travis Heberling

(872) 356-8135

VisualFilmWorks.com

REMODEL & DESIGN

Refresh

Michelle Morris

(847) 549-0668

Refresh2Sell.com

REMODELING (HOME)

North Village Companies

Sean Sandona

(866) 667-8414

MyNorthVillage.com 

RESTAURANT

Bluegrass Restaurant

Jim Lederer

1636 Old Deerfield Road

Highland Park, IL 60025

(847) 831-0595

ROOFING

Etruscan Gutters & Roofing

Shaun Payne

(847) 926-0085

EtruscanRoofing.com

L.R. Gregory and Son

Jim Gregory

(847) 999-7297

LRGregory.com

MOVING SERVICES

Doorage

Sean Sandona

(833) 366-7243

Doorage.com 

In and Out Moving  

& Storage

Diana Azirkam

(773) 463-0874

InAndOutMoving.com

PAINTING

DiVinci Painters Inc

Jim Berardi

(847) 266-1295

DiVinciPainters.com

PAPER BOUTIQUE

Paper To Party

Linda Crown

(847) 903-2148

PaperToParty.com

PEST SOLUTIONS

Rose Pest Solutions

1-800-GOT-PESTS?

RosePestControl.com

Guaranteed Rate

The Alex Filin Team

(847) 732-8913

Rate.com/afilin

Key Mortgage Services, Inc

Lauren Marks

(847) 910-5988

MyKeyMortgage.com/

Lauren-Marks

Loan Depot

TJ Lynch

(773) 732-6843

LoanDepot.com/TJLynch

Loan Depot

John Noyes

(312) 319-9833

LoanDepot.com/JNoyes

Wintrust Mortgage

Susan Seeberg

(847) 418-2825

SusanSeebergLoans.com
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Ready to create some space?
Call us today at 833-366-7243  •  doorage.comStorage  •  Moving  •  Rental

Don’t pay for wasted space.

"Doorage is the best concept ever! Not only are the staff and employees super nice, 
they are extremely accommodating and friendly. I love the service and I would choose 
this company for my storage any day. Not only is this extremely convenient, they offer 

more than just a storage unit. The service is incredible, the storage facilities are 
beautiful, clean, and safe for personal belongings. And at any time if you need 

something from your storage unit, Doorage will deliver it to you! This is by far the best 
way to store your stuff without having to do all the heavy lifting yourself."

- KELLEY P., 5-STAR      GOOGLE REVIEW

Doorage is your new Chicago storage solution offering door-to-door storage rental and pickup services 
throughout the metropolitan area. Our service areas include all of Chicago’s major neighborhoods from 

Addison and Andersonville to Wrigleyville and Woodridge.
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KEVIN BOGGS
Agency Owner
License #:3000134505

Goosehead agents work directly
with lenders and realtors to help
transactions close smoothly.

agents.gooseheadinsurance.com/il/bloomingdale/125-e-lake-st

630-365-7248  |  kevin.boggs@goosehead.com
181 S Bloomingdale Rd Suite 104  |  Bloomingdale, IL 60108

Building and renovating very special single-family homes 
in Chicago’s most prestigious neighborhoods.

abowyer@middleforkluxury.com | 312.560.3969

www.middleforkluxury.com
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PRODUCERS!
publisher’s note
Photos by Heather Allison Love Photography

Greetings, North Shore Real Producers! Most of you 
have heard the news Jason Acres has transferred 
North Shore Real Producers ownership to me. My wife, 
Emily, and I are excited for the new opportunity to run 
the platform here in the North Shore. This decision 
was methodical and prayerful, and we do not take this 
venture lightly. I’ve had the pleasure of meeting with a 
handful of you over the last couple of months, and I look 
forward to connecting with many more of you through-
out 2022.

In the spirit of being real, my 
first instinct was to resist 
growth when presented with 
the idea of expanding our 
Real Producers’ reach to 
the North Shore. My initial 
thought was, “My plate is already so full. How can we 
possibly take on more work?” We had a steady workflow 
running the Chicago and DuPage Real Producers plat-
forms, and my wife and I were finally in a solid groove 
juggling four children—coordinating school drop off and 
pick up, delegating small tasks to our kids, grocery shop-
ping, preparing meals, and debriefing from the day almost 
every evening. I felt we were at a point where we finally 
arrived and hit a positive, consistent stride.

Then I was reminded of the quote by Dwight D. Eisenhower, 
“Unless we progress, we regress.” This statement rings true in 
the professional world and in almost every facet of life. If we 
don’t make a conscious effort to better ourselves, we will degrade 
by default. After some prayer, counsel, and chewing on the words 
of Eisenhower, the choice was clear. We steadily grew in Chicago 
and DuPage during the COVID era, proving we possess the 
infrastructure and systems to do this sufficiently. We are thrilled 
about the opportunity and can’t wait to start cultivating more 
connections in 2022!

I have been married to my wife, Emily, our director of partner 
success and editorial content, for sixteen years and have four 
children: Aubrey (twelve), Anya (nine), Ellis (four), and Aslani 
(two). I launched Chicago Real Producers in 2017, the first Real 
Producers platform in Illinois. Our lives are insanely chaotic at 

times (as you can see in the photo), but we embrace 
every minute of it.

Andy Burton

Publisher, North Shore Real Producers

andy.burton@RealProducersMag.com

Facebook.com/nsrealproducers
@NSRealProducers

North Shore

REAL

Meet the Burton family!
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BE PART OF THE NATIONAL REAL PRODUCERS MOVEMENT

FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM TODAY

@realproducers

Let MDesign help increase the value of your property
and distinguish it from its competition.

847.922.6775 | mj.murnane@mdesign.house

STAGED HOMES SELL 87% FASTER

www.mdesign.house
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LUBOTSKY
Education & Entrepreneurship

To leave a legacy of extraordinary customer service 
is also to leave a legacy of loyalty. Dale Lubotsky, a 
successful real estate agent in the North Shore, has 
demonstrated this loyalty to her family, community, 
and clients. Her entrepreneurial spirit, combined 
with her passion for the real estate industry, has 
accelerated her throughout her career.

Born in Chicago and raised in Skokie, IL, Dale 
has always had a heart for the North Shore. She 
attended Washington University in St. Louis, where 
she met her husband, an architect, and graduated 
with a degree in education. She taught school for 
five years and has a passion for helping the next 
generation succeed. “We have lived in Evanston 
now for almost fifty years,” said Dale. She had tran-
sitioned to being home with her children while they 
were young. One afternoon she was at the YMCA 
talking with Donna Zupancic when she shared, “I 
want a career that I can connect to.” Donna encour-
aged her to check out real estate. “It sparked my 
interest. Donna was doing corporate relocation and 
allowed me to follow along.”

Dalelegacy of legends
By Laura Zickert

Dale found a passion for real estate and received 
her license in 1980. “I started giving a lot of area 
tours and introducing people to different neighbor-
hoods until I received my license,” she explains. 
She started at a small real estate office, but the 
small company closed when interest rates went up 
to 19 percent, and she moved to Baird and Warner. 
After three years, she was ready to start a new 
chapter of her career. So in 1983, she began with 
Mitchell Brothers Realty in Evanston, where she 
stayed until 1992. Dale became director of training 
and education for new agents.

“In 1992, four other women, plus myself, wanted 
to make an impact in the real estate community,” 
said Dale. “We opened up our own company called 
Prairie Shore Properties. It was radical at the time 
because most real estate firms were run and owned 
by men. Our concept was to be completely different 
from everybody else.” They hired the best of the 
best agents who needed to be in the business for 
a minimum of three years and with a true entre-
preneurial spirit. In 2011, they were acquired by 

Photo Credit: Melissa Song
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Photo Credit: Melissa Song

Jameson Sotheby’s. “It has been an 
incredible journey. I am still at it! I 
have fun doing real estate and love 
what I do,” said Dale.
 

Dale’s daughter, Dana Bokor, is also 
in real estate and has had her real 
estate license for seventeen years. 
She now works with Dale. Dana 
lives in Evanston with her husband 
and three girls. Dale’s son, Darren, 
lives with his two children and wife 
in Andersonville. Home is a special 
place for Dale and her family. “My 
husband, Bob, designed and built the 
home we live in,” she says. Family 
dinners in their home is a special time. 
In addition, Dale and her family love 
to travel. “We took a trip of a lifetime 
to Japan a few years ago. Some of our 
other favorite places have been Spain, 
Italy, and Portugal,” she describes. 
Her time at home is spent gardening, 
walking, and reading. “We are lucky 
we live by the lake. I try to walk down 

to the lakefront as many days as I can,” 
she says. She also enjoys visits to the 
Chicago Botanic Garden. Once a week, 
you can find Dale getting together with 
her best friend. “We have cocktails, 
dinner, and talk about life. We’ve been 
friends for forty-three years, and I am 
incredibly thankful for that relation-
ship,” she boasts. 

Dale is an incredibly talented, kind, 
and thoughtful person. Her passion 
for always walking through life with 

excellence has translated into how 
she conducts business. Her ability to 
educate new agents and her clients 
bring her to be a trusted source in the 
North Shore real estate community. 
“What I have loved about real estate 
is meeting the people I work with. 
My business is repeat clients, and I 
love that,” said Dale. The North Shore 
is inspired by Dale’s influence and 
ability to continue moving the needle 
for so many people looking to take the 
next step in their real estate journeys.

Dale’s son, Darren, with his family and Bob at a NU 
football game.

A photo of a traditional Japanese 
wedding that Dale took on her trip 
to Japan.Dale and her husband, Bob, in Majorca, Spain.

Dale’s daughter, Dana, with her husband and three children.

What I have loved 
about real estate is 

meeting the people I 
work with. My business 
is repeat clients, and I 

love that...
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YOU'LL LOVE HOW NEW PAINT 
TRANSFORMS YOUR HOME.

divincipainters.com | 847-266-1295

JEFFREY S. MARKS
Real Estate Attorney

312.208.7340 | jmarks@bussepc.com

www.louboutinlawyer.com
27 North Wacker Drive, Suite 446  •  Chicago, IL 60606

3350 Salt Creek Lane, Suite 105  •  Arlington Heights, IL 60005

F R O M
C O N T R A C T
T O  C L O S E

We give our clients
individualized service.

WINTER SPECIAL
Flat Fee

Residential Closings
BUY OR SELL - $400
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digapub

ON YOUR PHONE
GET EVERY ISSUE

No doubt, it’s a badge of honor to hold the 

printed version of the North Shore Real Producers 

magazine in your hands. But if you want all the 

issues wherever you go, download our mobile 

app, and take them with you. Search DigaPub 

wherever you download apps, and choose Illinois 

– North Shore Real Producers. There you can 

share your feature stories to Facebook as well!

Go to App Store

Download DigaPub 
Choose Illinois

Choose North Shore Real Producers

Download Our Mobile App

15+ Years of  Experience with
Real Estate Matters in Chicagoland.

David Chang, ATTORNEY AT LAW

847.907.4971| changlegal.com | david@changlegal.com

LET'S GET IT
CLOSED IN
2022!

LET'S GET IT
CLOSED IN
2022!

Refer your
clients to us for
a smooth real 

estate transac�on 
from contract

to close.

A T T O R N E Y S  A T  L A W
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1055-59 Waukegan Rd.  |  Glenview, IL 60025  |  salonoakandspa.com Follow Us On

Call to schedule an appointment 847-998-0899

SALON OAK & SPA @ Barbertown
F U L L  S E R V I C E  S A L O N  A N D  S PA   |   M A K E U P   |   N A I L S   |   S K I N  C A R E

F O R  B R I D A L  PA R T Y  H A I R   |   B E S T  H A I R  C U T T I N G  A N D  C O L O R   |   M E N  A N D  K I D  C U T S
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Wolfe
Lynsey

Moving 
Toward 
Your Goal

on the rise
By Laura Zickert

Photos by Annette Patko

Lynsey Wolfe is a successful 
REALTOR® who has inspired the 
North Shore with her ability to reach 
both success and her goals quickly. 
She is indeed on the rise and has 
become a star to all who work with 
her. “Being successful in real estate 
takes a lot of work, but it’s so reward-
ing,” says Lynsey. “How you reach 
your goals is just as important as 
what your goals are.”
 
Lynsey is known for consistently tak-
ing strides and moving forward. Her 
experience moving and exposure to 
a variety of homes started at a young 
age. Born in St. Louis, MO, Lynsey and 
her family moved to Colorado when 
she was three. Her family moved to 
Wisconsin when she was five, followed 
by Ohio when she was seven. “We 
finally settled in Lindenhurst, IL. And 
no, my dad was not in the military,” 
she laughed. “I think growing up in 
South Dakota gave him and my mom a 
bit of wanderlust.”
 
Lynsey attended the University of 
Illinois Urbana-Champaign and grad-
uated in 2005 with a degree in polit-
ical science and a minor in sociology. 
She started her career as a product 
support specialist and worked her 
way up to senior product manager 
for Medline Industries, Inc. until she 
decided to start a family in 2011. “As 
my youngest son was approaching 

school age, my husband and I decided 
we wanted to get into real estate 
investing,” said Lynsey. “We decided 
the best way to do that was to 
really understand the market in our 
area and for me to get my license.” 
Although she did not intend to begin 
helping buyers and sellers, she says, 
“I started working with clients and 
fell in love with them. I loved helping 
them start the next chapter of their 

lives. After I got that first transaction 
under my belt, it just never stopped!”
 
Lynsey started at Berkshire Hathaway 
Home Services Chicago-Libertyville 
in 2019 as an independent agent. “It 
really does feel like our entire office is 
one big team!” she exclaims. Lynsey 
sincerely looks up to the well-known 
Anne Hardy. “She took me under 
her wing and has been an amazing 
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mentor and friend since I started with 
BHHS,” she explains. Lynsey also 
attributes much of her knowledge 
about Libertyville to her colleague, 
Julie Towne. “Julie has always been 
there for me to bounce ideas off of 
and gives great advice,” she says. 
Lynsey has found that reaching your 
goals often takes teamwork.
 
Working with Lynsey means you 
have a confidant, friend, and reliable 
market knowledge source long term. 
“I love talking to my buyers after 
they’ve been in their homes for a few 
months, and they invite me over to 
show me how they’ve made it their 
own. I also love hearing about all 
of the friends they have made and 
neighborhood connections!” she says. 
Lynsey is incredibly humbled by the 
fantastic support she has received 
every step of the way. “I have the 
most insanely supportive friends and 
family. It is not lost on me 
how extremely blessed I 
am, and I make sure to 
practice gratitude every 
day,” said Lynsey.
 
Her support starts 
right in her own home. 
Lynsey and her hus-
band, Josh, have been 
together since they met 
in 2001 on the first day 
of college. They cele-
brated their fifteenth 
anniversary this year 
and are extremely 
happy together. She 
says, “He’s my North 
Star!” Together, 
they have three 
sons, Jack (ten), 
Sean (eight), and 
Daniel (six).  One 
of their favorite 
family activities 
is attending live 

I have the most 
insanely supportive 
friends and family. 
It is not lost on me 

how extremely 
blessed I am, 
and I make sure 
to practice 

gratitude 
every day.”
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sporting events. “We’re 
definitely an active, 
sports-loving family!”
 
Lynsey is really into fit-
ness herself, and you can 
find her, most mornings, 
at her local gym or run-
ning in her neighborhood. 
She says, “Working out is 
my stress relief, and I try 
to never miss a workout!” 
In addition, many know 
her to be the woman 
who can never miss a 
day without watching 
Seinfeld. She says, “I 
can’t even count how 
many times I’ve watched 
every episode. I love to 
throw out a good Kramer 
or Jerry quote. It’s so 
relatable! Even thirty 
years later!” She also 
loves to read and tries to 
rotate between fiction, 
non-fiction, and business 
books. “I am currently 
reading The 12 Week 
Year by Brian Moran 
and Michael Lennington 
and just finished The 
Vanishing Half  by Brit 
Bennett,” said Lynsey.
 
Lynsey is passionate 
about being the best 
resource for her clients 
and ultimately helping 
others move toward their 
goals. Whether it’s home-
ownership or becoming a 
landlord, Lynsey is there 
to walk beside her clients 
every step of the way. “I 
don’t just want to help 
my buyers find a home, 
but a lifestyle!” she 
exclaims. And, she has 
done just that.

1200 Shermer Road, Suite 206 | Northbrook, IL 60062
 flosslaw.com | Bob@flosslaw.com | 224-326-2903

Driven by RESULTS for you and your client.

Bob Floss II
Real Estate Attorney

Get more listings

New Years Resolutions

Close more deals

Surround myself with
 good peo

ple

Work with a 
good atto

rney
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What is on your
New Years Resolution List?

LINCOLN STREET
LAW, P.C.

CONTACT US: O�ce: 847-864-7770 | Mobile: 847-912-7250
LincolnStreetLaw.com  |  komalley@lincolnstreetlaw.com

Katherine S. O’Malley
Attorney at Law

Finding a Lawyer who provides a smooth closing 
from contract to close? Give us a call today!
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agent feature
By Laura Zickert 

Photos by Travis Heberling

Etling
Maria
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Maria Etling is a successful and 
hard-working REALTOR® in the 
North Shore who has found the 
beauty that comes from taking the 
time to lean in and learn about all life 
has to offer. “Although I was born 
in South Bend, IN, my parents were 
Hungarian immigrants that came to 
the US the year I was born,” shared 
Maria. “I grew up with non-English 
speaking parents who had a very 
strong European work ethic which 
they instilled in me as well.” The 
example that Maria’s parents set for 
her holds principles she carries with 
her even today. “My first language 
was Hungarian; I learned English 
in school. My dad became a custom 
home builder a few years after they 
arrived in the US, and together with 
my mother established a successful 
business. My sister and I assisted my 
parents with their business: writing 
contracts, helping with open houses 
for their new construction homes, 
and translating. All of this was a valu-
able foundation of work experience 
early in my life,” she remembers.

Maria attended Saint 
Mary’s College in Notre 
Dame, IN, and graduated 
with a bachelor’s degree 
in business administra-
tion, with a marketing 
major and a minor in 
finance. She continued 
her education at Loyola 
University Chicago, 
where she received her 
MBA with a marketing 
concentration in 1982. 
She began her career 
working for Moore 
Business Forms as a 
sales rep and then as the 
product planning and 
market development 
manager until 1991. “I 
was a full-time mom 
from 1991-2003 and 
became very involved in 
my community, planning 
various social events 
for the women’s club 
throughout the year. 
Ultimately, I wished to 
get back into furthering 
my career. I had a desire 
for a flexible schedule 
and to be self-directed 
and self-employed. I 
had a history of homes 
as my dad was a home 
builder and I was always 
involved in the family 
business,” explains 
Maria. In 2003 she 
received her real estate 
license and launched 
her career. She started 
at Prudential Great 
American Homes, which 
merged with Prudential 

Starck, ultimately making a change 
by moving to Prudential Rubloff 
which merged and became Berkshire 
Hathaway KoenigRubloff, which 
became Berkshire Hathaway Chicago.

“I am passionate about continuing 
to grow my business and using the 
best tools available for my clients,” 
said Maria. “I’m always searching to 
enhance my marketing plan and ser-
vice offerings.” She has also earned 
staging and luxury home marketing 
accreditations. Again, Maria never 
stops learning and growing within her 
role. From first-time homebuyers to 
multi-million dollar luxury clients, 
Maria has found it extremely reward-
ing to help people find their new 
homes and sell their existing homes 
to move on to meet their goals. “I can-
not imagine life without this career. It 
is extremely fulfilling and satisfying 
as there is nothing like helping people 
make life choices that will impact 
their lives and that of their families,” 
she describes. 

Family is very important to Maria. 
She has been married for thirty-eight 
years to her husband. “We met on 
the day of college graduation. He 
is a graduate of the University of 

Notre Dame with an 
engineering degree. He 
continued his educa-
tion at Loyola, where 
he received his MBA 
in marketing. After a 
successful career in 
telecommunications 
marketing, he now has 
his real estate license, 
and is involved in my 
real estate business 
as well,” she explains. 
Maria has two adult 
married daughters with 
families. Watching their 
family grow with grand-
children now is such a 
joy in her life.

When she is not work-
ing, Maria enjoys tennis 
and golf. Additionally, 
she and her husband 
enjoy dining out and 
traveling. “I am a home-
body at heart and want 
others to love where 
they live as well. It is 
the basis of life’s com-
forts and satisfaction,” 
said Maria. She also 
enjoys volunteering and 

A Love for Learning

Maria with her husband of 38 years

Maria and her family

Making 
decisions on 
the spot every 
single day is 
energizing. 
My goal is for 
clients to love 
being in their 
home.”



42 • January 2022 North Shore Real Producers • 43@realproducers realproducersmag.com

coordinating efforts to help charities. 
Maria supports Sunshine Kids and the 
Kindness Foundation through BHHS 
Chicago. “A portion of every commis-
sion goes to Sunshine Kids, Toys for 
Tots, Foodbank, Feed My Starving 
Children and others,” explains Maria. 

Maria is an award-winning REALTOR® 
in the North Shore, achieving top 2 
percent with Berkshire Hathaway HS 
nationwide. Additionally, her awards 
include Crain’s Chicago Business 2021 
Notable Real Estate Broker, and eleven 
consistent years of the Five Star 
Professional Award (2011-2021). She 
says, “The recognition has been won-
derful. However, I know I have made 
a difference in their lives and done 
the best thing possible for my clients.” 
Maria sees that day in and day out, and 
every week looks different. “Making 
decisions on the spot every single day 
is energizing. My goal is for clients to 
love being in their home.”

Maria is passionate about all that she 
does. She sets an incredible example 
in the North Shore of someone who 
is proactive and consistently insight-
ful. Her extensive market knowledge 
stems from her passion for continuing 
to learn about real estate to better 
serve her clients. Her customer care 
is above excellence.

Maria winning an award

Brandon Pratt
360-731-8955

Curious about powering
your home with solar?

LET'S CHAT TODAY!

solterrasun.com
Brandonpratt@solterrasun.com

Find out how qualified 
homes can save money 

with no upfront costs, 
earn $1000 for every 

referral that goes 
solar!
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AMERICA'S BEST REAL ESTATE AGENTS

R E C O G N I Z E D

BE PART OF THE NATIONAL REAL PRODUCERS MOVEMENT

FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM TODAY

@realproducers
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Call us today at 847-926-0085  •  etruscanroofing.com

Roofing and Gutter Services in the North Shore from 
Evanston to Lake Bluff, IL

The outside of a house
says a lot about a home
The outside of a house
says a lot about a home

By referring us to your client, we can help improve their 
home appearance and functionality for a faster sale.

"LR Gregory and Son is my go to company for 
everything HVAC! Jim Gregory does great work 
and his service team is thorough and e�cient. 
I've done my homework and their pricing is by far 
the best I've found. Great work!!"
 - Russell A.

· For nearly 70 years, graciously serving 
Chicago’s North Shore communities.

· Fully Licensed and Insured
24/7 Emergency Service

· Your Local HVAC, Roofing, and Plumbing Experts

Our team of specialists are ready to assist you.

lrgregory.com

Call Today for a FREE Estimate! · 847-999-7297
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Painting 
a Picture 
of Service

partner spotlight
By Laura Zickert

Photos by Heather Allison 

Love Photography

A company culture founded on fam-
ily-like relationships and excellence, 
DiVinci Painters, located on Chicago’s 
North Shore, is known for its incred-
ible talent and customer service. 
Owners Mike Foley and Jim Berardi 
say, “Let us paint you a masterpiece.” 
Indeed, DiVinci Painters is doing just 
that. In 2021, DiVinci Painters will 
have completed 2300 jobs of all types 
and sizes, with 150 painters, and thir-
ty-three staff members. 
 
Their upscale clientele consists of 
homeowners, builders, designers, 
property managers, and architects 
throughout Chicagoland. “One of our 
skills is matching the right talent to the 
client’s vision. Not every project is the 
same. We have clients moving out of a 
property that want it painted quickly 
and those that have moved into an 
estate and want historical restoration. 
It’s our job to select the right team for 
the client’s unique situation and adjust 
the price and experience accordingly. 
We are flexible and can accommodate 
all individual requests,” said Mike.
 

with DiVinci Painters&Mike Foley  Jim Berardi
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Childhood friends, Mike and Jim went to the same Catholic grade 
school and high school. After they graduated from different 
colleges, they reunited and were looking for their direction. “A 
neighbor of Jim’s asked us to paint his house, and he was willing 
to teach us about painting. He got us started. My mom worked 
at the local church and introduced us to parishioners who also 
wanted painting work. Those early years were lean and tough but 
we persevered,” said Mike. This experience was just the begin-
ning of their love for entrepreneurship and freedom. 
 
They hired an old-world Italian craftsman who taught them 
about fine finishes. From there, the business grew organically. 
“We became known for taking care of people and building lasting 
relationships.” Almost forty years later, DiVinci Painters is still 
hyper-focused on providing clients with a luxury experience. 
“We are passionate about continuing to grow the business. We 
are mentoring and teaching the next generation how to take care 
of clients. The painting is only one aspect of it, and we are just 
focused on the experience,” said Mike.
 

Mike believes what DiVinci Painters is accomplishing is not just 
a level of superb craftsmanship, but it’s an opportunity to serve. 
The term “humble servitude” is well-known among the DiVinci 
Painters company culture. “This means we are there for our 
clients, we are taking care of their property, and we are there to 
serve. We want to stay humble. We treat our amazing team the 
same way we treat our clients, we are so proud of what we have 
created together, and we help them any way we can. We are like a 
family,” explains Mike.
 
Family is a vital part of Mike’s life. He lives in Libertyville and has 
four kids, three of which are in the business. Jim lives in Highland 
Park, has four kids as well, and is also very passionate about 
family. Both Mike and Jim are very active in their churches. “Our 
working relationship is incredible, commitment, loyalty, compro-
mise, respect—we are equal in everything we do. We both have 
unique skill sets. Jim is great with the numbers and vision, while I 
like the details and creative side. We complement each other well 
with our strengths and weaknesses,” describes Mike. 
 

Kate is the first female project manager in the history of the business.

This means we 
are there for our 
clients, we are 
taking care of 
their property, 
and we are 
there to serve...”

- Mike
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Mark Johnson
Loan Officer at Citizens
VP Residential & Construction Lending
NMLS# 697453
Office: 312.777.3649
Mobile: 708.710.8530
mark.johnson@citizensone.com

71 S Wacker Drive, 29th Floor
Chicago, IL 60606

-Specialize in self-employed borrowers
-Complicated Income Calculations

-Exceptions for custom loan structures and income scenarios
-90% Financing to $3 million under Fixed, Adjustable, and Interest Only

-Construction and Rehab Financing
-Bank, Lender, and Servicer

FLEXIBLE SOLUTIONS
CONFIDENCE TO CLOSE 

TO GIVE YOUR CLIENTS THE

DiVinci Painters is passionate about 
giving back. They donate $75-100K a 
year for community efforts, including 
Rotary of Highland Park, Love Moves 
Mountains in Colorado, Lake Forest 
Open Lands, and Special Spaces, 
which transforms rooms for children 
with cancer. The intentional work that 
Mike and Jim are doing now is impact-
ing people around them and demon-
strating service to the next generation.
 
When he’s not hard at work, you can 
find Mike spending time with family, 
exploring music, and enjoying the 
North Shore. “I love a good cocktail 
and a good meal! A few of my favorite 
spots are the English pub at the Deer 
Path Inn in Lake Forest and I love the 
vibe at Miramar Bistro in Highwood. 
They both deliver an amazing expe-
rience,” explains Mike. Jim is an 
excellent golfer and coached football 
for over fifteen years in Highland 
Park. Mike and Jim are invested in all 
that they do. “We push to make things 

happen and share that with others. 
We love the North Shore. The resi-
dents have taught us so much—there 
are so many successful people doing 
great things and we feed off that. We 
are fiercely loyal to our community,” 
says Mike.
 
The same entrepreneurial spirit they 
carry is passed down to every team 
member. “At DiVinci, we encourage 
our people to stretch their limits. We 
want everyone on a high growth tra-
jectory. We have learned over the past 
forty years that this culture is possible, 
and we want everyone trying to reach 
their maximum human potential,” says 
Mike. Working with DiVinci Painters 
means you are working with excel-
lence, and the reputation they carry 
across the North Shore and beyond is 
one worth commending. 
 
As many people are saying goodbye to 
their old homes and transitioning to 
new ones, DiVinci Painters specializes 

in coming alongside their clients to 
make the process smooth and their 
vision a reality. DiVinci Painters is ready 
to paint your next masterpiece.

To reach Mike or Jim and to learn more 
about the services their team at DiVinci 
Painters provide, visit their website  
diivincipainters.com or call 847-266-1295.

Jim with his daughter Nicole (human resources intern) and Mike with his daughter Kate (project manager).

Mike with his wife
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847-367-4448 | WWW.DSTCPA.COM

L I B E R T Y V I L L E  O F F I C E   |   1 5 1 2  A R TA I U S  PA R K WAY  S U I T E  1 0 0  L I B E R T Y V I L L E ,  I L  6 0 0 4 8

CALL TODAY TO BOOK AN APPOINTMENT WITH OUR EXPERIENCED TEAM

WE’RE THE
MISSING PIECE
TO THE PUZZLE.

Euclid Title Services, LLC
1590 S. Milwaukee Ave., Suite 215 | Libertyville, IL 60048
Office: 847-996-9965 | Cell: 847-902-9339
Verra Rudolfi | verra@euclidtitleservices.com

Euclid Title Services, LLC is a full-service title and real estate settlement provider.

At Euclid Title Services, LLC, the client is always our first priority and our goal is to make the closing process a smooth one.
Our experienced staff has handled thousands of closings so whether you're buying, selling, or refinancing, We can help!

LET US HELP YOU MAKE YOUR REAL ESTATE
TRANSACTION A DONE DEAL THIS HOLIDAY SEASON!

Did you know there are more victims held against their will today 
than ever before? That’s why The N2 Company – the company 
behind this publication and 850+ others like it – is financially 

committed to end human trafficking. 

FOR EVERY AD SALE WE MAKE, N2 DONATES ENOUGH
MONEY TO FREE 2 SLAVES FROM CAPTIVITY.

The average Fortune 500 company donates about 1% of their profits 
to charity. The N2 Company donates 2.6% of their gross revenue.

Thanks to the businesses within these pages, our Area Directors, and 
readers like you, we’re able to break the chains of this horrible reality. 

$2.5 MILLION$2.5 MILLION
DONATED THIS YEAR TO HELP
END MODERN-DAY SLAVERY.

Visit n2gives.com to learn more about our fight.
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RICHKER
RICK

The Ult imate 
Exchange
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W
Rick was born in Chicago and grew 
up in Deerfield, IL. He attended 
college at the University of Iowa and 
graduated in 1994 with a degree in 
journalism. “I started working at 
the Chicago Mercantile Exchange 
in 1994 and was a trader there until 
2009,” said Rick. “I had always had 
a passion for real estate. I owned a 
multi-family investment property and 
got my real estate license in 1998. I 
would help friends and family buy 
and sell property while trading at 
the Mercantile Exchange.” In 2009, 
he decided to make real estate his 
full-time career and joined Jameson, 
later transitioning to Exit Realty. “I 
focused my attention on short sales. 
I personally handled over 200 short 
sales from 2009 to 2013, and I was 
able to help those individuals and 

cover story
By Laura Zickert

Photos by Annette Patko

When looking at life, you can 
make exchanges for selfish gain 
or help others. For Rick Richker, 
every decision made is meant 
to help others take strides 
forward. His ability to help 
people advance within their 
real estate journey has inspired 
the North Shore real estate 
community. He encourages his 
colleagues and clients with his 
market knowledge and unique 
perspective on the current real 
estate market.
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families sell their properties and 
avoid foreclosure,” explains Rick. “In 
2013, I felt the shift coming in the 
economy, so I transitioned from short 
sales to traditional real estate.” Rick 
joined @properties in Winnetka to 
best serve his clients and has been at 
the Glencoe office ever since. 

Rick has developed an unyielding pas-
sion for real estate with twenty-three 
years of experience, twelve of those 
being full-time. He is passionate about 
continuing to serve his clients and 
grow his business. “I pride myself on 
being able to find my clients off-mar-
ket deals while inventory is at record 
lows. It also thrills me to be able to 
let my sellers know how much equity 
they have recovered in the last two 
years in their homes and assist them 

in moving on to the next 
chapter in their lives,” 
says Rick. Helping 
clients find the home of 
their dreams or sell and 
move to the next chap-
ter of their lives is the 
highlight of the process 
for Rick. “For me, it is 
all about building long-
term relationships and 
trust,” he describes. 

Rick has been married 
since 1997 to his wife, 
Melissa. Together, they 
have two sons (Aidan 
and Luke), and their 
family dog, Bruno, joins 
them. “We love spending 
time with our boys and 

FOR ME, IT IS 
ALL ABOUT 

BUILDING 
LONG-TERM 

RELATIONSHIPS 
AND TRUST.”

our friends. We are extremely proud to 
say our son Aidan is a freshman at the 
Kelley School of Business at Indiana 
University, and Luke is a junior at 
New Trier Township High School and 
plays on the New Trier baseball team,” 
boasts Rick. As a family, they enjoy 
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For a l imited time, we are 
offering new patient 

exams for $97
 Patient exams normally $240

Alex Halstead, D.C.
402 Linden Ave, Wilmette, IL • info@atlasucc.com • www.atlasucc.com

Call us today to schedule your visit! 847-920-4506
Follow us on         @atlasucchiro for updates

David Frank 
1211 Landwehr Rd, Northbrook, IL 60062
Phone: 773-255-6499 | Fax: 425-928-4061
thedavidfranklawgroup.com | david@frankesq.com

T H E  L A W  F I R M  T H A T  A L W A Y S  K E E P S  Y O U  I N  T H E  L O O P

20 years of residential 
law expertise 

Seamlessly taking the baton
from contract to closing 

Fast, efficient,
7 days a week 
responsiveness 

traveling to new places. Outside of the 
business, Rick enjoys golfing, playing 
paddle, going to sporting events, trav-
eling, and spending time with family 
and friends.

Rick is also very involved in his 
community. “This is my sixth year 
on the board of Family Service of 
Glencoe (FSG). This is an amazing 
organization that provides social 
services to those that live and work in 

Glencoe on a sliding scale,” said Rick. 
“I started a golf outing four years ago 
to help raise money for FSG, and I 
look forward to chairing that event 
for years to come. I am also a member 
of the New Trier Booster Club board.” 
He believes that success is being able 
to do something you love and being 
able to help others. He lives this out 
with excellence and is a fantastic 
example of someone who is stepping 
up with others in mind. “I truly value 

all my relationships, and every time 
I get a referral, it means the world to 
me,” explains Rick. 

Rick has done an incredible job of 
exchanging his knowledge to help oth-
ers succeed. His work ethic and pas-
sion for the real estate industry have 
set him apart in the North Shore. From 
start to finish, Rick Richker is taking 
strides daily to help others reach their 
goals and experience their dreams.
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1830 N Kostner Ave, Chicago, IL 60639

(773) 463-0874
inandoutmovingusa.com    Reservations@inandoutmoving.com

Fully Licensed & Insured
Years of Proven Reputation

Free Local On-Site Estimates

DO YOU HAVE CLIENTS
MOVING TO OR FROM

CHICAGO THIS SEASON?

PARTNER WITH US FOR A
TOP-KNOTCH MOVING EXPERIENCE!

Curbside, Patio
& Carry out

(No tents or heaters)

Come celebrate Mardi Gras!  January 18th to March 1st
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