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Kaizen was developed by a group of roofers who worked at competitive 
companies and decided that there was a more efficient and honest 
way of doing roofing. Hence, the name Kaizen: a Japanese business 
motto meaning "Change for the better; continual improvement."

YOUR NUMBER ONE ROOFING VENDOR
813.518.5248  |  kaizenconstructiongroup.com

 START THE NEW YEAR OFF RIGHT

WITH PEACE OF MIND KNOWIN THAT

YOUR FAMILY AND HOME ARE PROTECTED

WITH A FREE ROOF INSPECTION.

Corrections Corner
Our sincerest apologies to Portrait Artist Carol Walker, owner of Thomas Bruce Studio. In 
our December issue, Carol should have been credited for the photos of Team Leader Melinda 
Persuitte. Carol, you are an asset to our staff and we are honored to have you on board. 
Thank you for your years of service to Real Producers. 
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We've protected our country,
let us protect your clients.

833-838-7321
Veteran Security A�liate Program

www.myveteransecurity.com/a�liate
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S This section has been created to give you easier access when searching for a trusted real estate 

affiliate. Take a minute to familiarize yourself with the businesses sponsoring your magazine. These 

local businesses are proud to partner with you and make this magazine possible. Please support 

these businesses and thank them for supporting the REALTOR® community!

ADVERTISING/PRINT/

SOCIAL MEDIA

Evolve & Co.

(727) 490-9835

evolveandco.com

CLEANING SERVICE

Top Shine Cleaning Services

Gabriela Becerril

(813) 477-5690

topshineclean.com

CONTRACTOR - 

OUTDOOR/INDOOR 

REMODEL

Tarpon Construction

(727) 641-9189

tarponcontractor.com

DRONES

Hommati

Justin Schulman

(813) 812-4888

hommati.com/office/163

EDUCATIONAL/TRAINING

Become A Better 

Agent (BABA)

Kevin Overstreet

(813) 504-9708

BabaEvent.com

ELECTRICIAN

Florida Electric 

Partnership, LLC

(727) 483-2808

ESTATE LIQUIDATION 

& DOWNSIZING

Caring Transitions

Laura Bruce

(813) 235-0685

caringtransitionstampa.com

ESTATE SALES

Blue Moon Estate Sales

www.bluemoonestatesales.

com/tampa-east

HOME INSPECTION

A Radiant 

Property Inspection

(813) 839-8416

Radiantinspect.com

Class Act Inspections

(813) 512-6918

classactinspections.com

Florida Building 

Inspection Group

(813) 415-1043

FLBIgroup.com

Home Team Inspections

Margo Ackerman

(813) 750-2566

HomeTeam.com/Tampa-Bay

LunsPro Inspections

(904) 249-6523

LunsProFlorida.com

Momentum Home 

Inspections

Justin Strickland

(863) 600-6949

momentumhome

inspections.com

SEC Inspection Services

(727) 786-4663

secinspection.com

Solid Rock Home Inspection

Chris Defayette

(727) 386-8627

solidrockhi.com

Waypoint Property 

Inspection

(813) 486-8551

atampahomeinspector.com

HOME PREPARATION 

SPECIALIST

Showhomes Tampa

(813) 737-0048

showhomestampa.com

HOME WARRANTY

First American 

Home Warranty

Stephanie Shaughnessy

(813) 344-7525

firstamrealestate.com

Home Warranty of America

Carla Allen

(813) 514-3255

HWAHomeWarranty.com

Old Republic 

Home Protection

Brian Brown

(800) 282-7131 x1399

www.OHRP.com

HVAC

Nationwide Home Solutions

(727) 455-9597

nationwidehome

solutions.com

INSURANCE

All-State

(727) 866-6311 x107

allstateagencies.com/

helenwade

Blanchard Insurance

(727) 275-7222

www.Blanchard

Insurance.com

MARKETING / BRANDING

Juice Marketing & Design

Joyce Frustaci

(727) 386-8611

juiceyourmarketing.com

MORTGAGE LENDER

Bay to Bay Lending

DJ Rondeau

(813) 251-2700

BaytoBayLending.com

Change Home Mortgage

Jeannine Smith

(727) 772-3459

jsmithmortgage.com

Savvy Mortgage

Tracie Mayo

(727) 877-5684

savvymortgage.com

Van Dyk Mortgage

Bryan Lovell

(813) 727-1867

www.VanDykFlorida.com

MOVERS

Bull Moving

(813) 943-6043

BullMoving.com

PAVER RESTORATION 

& SEALING

Pro Clean Tampa

Daniel Bianco

(813) 480-9093

procleantampa.com

PEST CONTROL

Prohealth Pest Control

(727) 260-5531

ProHealthPestControl.com

PHOTOGRAPHY

Allie Serrano Portraits, LLC

(813) 501-7250

allieserranoportraits.com

B Lively Images

Barry Lively

(813) 477-3398

thevirtualvisit.com

Gerardo Luna Photography

Gerardo Luna

(813) 410-1712

gerardoluna

photographs.com

Panda Photo Studio

Patricia Nemeth

(727) 776-5961

pandaphotostudio.com

Thomas Bruce Studio

(727) 577-5626

thomasbruce.com

PHOTOGRAPHY- 

REAL ESTATE

Hommati

Justin Schulman

(813) 812-4888

hommati.com/office/163

PHOTOGRAPHY/VIDEO 

PRODUCTION

Febre Frameworks

(813) 906-8300

febreframeworks.com

Simple Photo

(727) 758-2834

simplephoto.io

Valentino Unlimited Agency

Timothy Valentino

(502) 821-1131

valentinounlimited.agency

ROOFING

Kaizen Construction Group

(813) 518-5248

kaizenconstructiongroup.com

SCM Roofing

(855) 726-7663

scmroofingfl.com

SECURITY SYSTEMS 

& MONITORING

Veterans Security

(833) 838-7321

myveteransecurity.com

SOLAR

Smart Energy Today

(203) 240-0011

smartenergytoday.com

TITLE AGENCY

Celebration Title Group

Amanda Douglas

(407) 797-0548

www.CelebrationTitle

Group.com

TITLE COMPANY

Insured Title Agency

Kevin Overstreet

(813) 504-9708

Insured-Title.com

Milestone Title 

Services, LLC

(813) 513-9848

Milestonetitlesvcs.com

TITLE INSURANCE

The Fraudshine State

Kevin Overstreet

(813) 504-9708

Fraudshinestate.com

UTILITY CONCIERGE

Utility Helpers, LLC

(813) 291-3600

utilityhelpers.com

VIDEO PRODUCTION

Justified Films

Ryan Justice

(813) 843-3475

Justifiedfilms.net

VIDEO PRODUCTION/

DRONE SERVICES

Resurgent Fire Films

Ashley Lamb

(813) 294-2023

resurgentfirefilms.com

VIRTUAL 3-D TOURS

Hommati

Justin Schulman

(813) 812-4888

hommati.com/office/163

WINDOWS & SLIDING 

GLASS DOORS

Beacon Windows

(727) 410-2193

www.beacon-windows.com
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“All you need is love. But a little 
chocolate now and then doesn’t hurt.” 
– Charles M. Schulz

Hello, Top Producers!

Happy Valentine’s Day to each and 
every one of you. Take time to cherish 
those closest to you, whether friends, 
family, or clients. A heartfelt note 
of gratitude or a small gift can go a 
long way in a digital age. Investing 
in others makes the world a smaller 
place as we put people first. In a 
service-driven industry, real estate 
is all about helping others and being 

a bridge to help them achieve their 
goals, whether securing investment 
property or their dream home.

I am grateful to have met many of 
you – whether on Zoom or face to 
face. Connections are important 
in real estate. That’s where Real 
Producers is happy to help. 
Read about those who are 
putting others first, help-
ing people find the homes 
of their dreams, or are just 
making a difference in the 
community. Real estate has rich 
rewards, whether is in the smiles 

of clients or in planning a well-de-
served vacation for a job well done. 

I look forward to meeting more of you 
in the days and months to come. 

Until next month!

Don Hill, Publisher

Tampa Bay Real Producers

don.hill

@realproducersmag.com

813-433-1776

NOTE
Publisher’s

L U X U R Y  R E A L  E S T A T E  V I D E O G R A P H Y

 

W W W . L U X H O M E T O U R S . C O M

Committed to Integrity, Respect, and Excellence.
Virtual Scheduling and Report Viewing

90-day Structural & Mechanical Guarantee
Complimentary Concierge Services

Your Resource for Life813-839-8416     www.radiantinspect.com

“Toasting to Yesterday’s Achievements
and Tomorrow’s Bright Future!”
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813.563.4144 • Tampa@LunsPro.com
LunsProFlorida.com

BUYERS TRUST US, REALTORS REFER US!
We Bring The Joy  To Every Inspection!

!

Residential, Commercial, and New Construction Inspections
$100K in FREE Warranty Coverage
InterNACHI Certified Home Inspectors
Inspector eKey Lockbox Access
Over 10,000 verified A+ customer and Realtor online reviews
4-Point & Wind Mitigation Inspections
Sewer Scope Inspections
Mold & Air Quality Testing
Water Testing, Pool Inspections, Drones, and more!
WDO Inspections provided by our sister company, Kingfish Pest Control,
a Proud Partner of the Jacksonville Jaguars



16 • February 2022 Tampa Bay Real Producers • 17@realproducers realproducersmag.com

cover story

leonard

Written by 
Elizabeth McCabe

Photo Credit: 
B. Lively Images

“I love every aspect of real estate,” 
says REALTOR® Vanessa Leonard. 
“It’s absolutely amazing and fun.”
 
Real estate wasn’t always on the 
radar for Vanessa. After graduating 
from USF with a business degree, 
Vanessa learned about an oppor-
tunity in REO properties, working 
with real estate agents and making 
homes ready for sale. Working as a 
relocation coordinator for a bank, she 
excelled in managing the REO market 
and was promoted and recruited to 
Kansas City. Vanessa worked in the 

home warranty department of a major 
franchise before being promoted to 
VP of HR and training.
 
“We put together training programs 
for agents nationwide on how to sell 
houses and promote the services of 
the company,” she says. After taking a 
couple of years off and having children, 
Vanessa moved back to Florida and 
worked as a real estate assistant for the 
Kennedy Team, a top team in Tampa, 
before moving to Pinellas County and 
working for a couple of teams as their 
licensed assistant – doing marketing 

and contract to closing processing as 
well as some listing and selling.
 
Starting a Team

In 2013, Vanessa started her own 
team, the Vanessa Leonard Group 
now with Keller Williams Realty. She 
started a team out of necessity to 
better serve her clients.
 
She comments, “Our team is a family. 
Before our weekly meeting, we read 
a devotional and then share what we 
are grateful for and/or how we have 
been blessed during the week. The 

Lord has continually blessed our busi-
ness, and we are humbled, honored 
and delighted.”
 
Vanessa leads a team of eight. Her 
husband, Scott Leonard, is an asset to 
the team, especially with his back-
ground of 15 years in the residential 
mortgage industry. He has been a 
licensed REALTOR® for 20 years. 
With his servant’s heart, he does 
whatever needs to be done, whether 
that is sitting at home inspections, 
showing homes, changing a lightbulb, 
picking up supplies for the office or 
removing/changing lockboxes at list-
ings. He willingly jumps in to help out 
in any way that is needed.
 
Shannon Mott serves as the Team’s 
Director of Marketing and manages 
the listings from contact to con-
tract. Prior to relocating to Florida, 
Shannon worked in two real estate 
offices in Cape Cod, Massachusetts. 
She has a background in education, 
mainly in leadership positions that 
required excellent communication, 
customer service, and close atten-
tion to detail.
 

It’s absolutely 
amazing and fun.

Vanessa

I love every 
aspect of 

real estate. 
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Kimberly Fickett works as the Team’s 
Director of Operations and handles 
the files from contract to close. With 
15 years of experience in the title 
industry, she is a valued member of 
the team. Kimberly has knowledge of 
all types of real estate transactions 
and has strong customer service skills 
and goes the extra mile for clients to 
ensure their satisfaction.
 
REALTOR® Maryanne Davis has 
resided in the Tampa Bay area for 
over 15 years. Prior to moving to 
Florida, Maryanne excelled as a 
licensed REALTOR® in the Chicago 
area. Additionally, she worked as a 
marketing coordinator for a major 
Chicago real estate developer. She 
serves the team by being the lead 
agent helping with training.
 
As a people person with an extensive 
background in the hospitality and ser-
vice industry, REALTOR® Lisa Miller 
enjoys meeting new people and looks 
forward to helping clients find the 
right house for them. She also values 
teamwork that results in excellence.
 

In 2019, REALTOR® Laurie Finger 
joined the Vanessa Leonard Group. 
Originally from upstate New York, 
Laurie moved to Tampa Bay in 2002 
and entered real estate in 2015. For 
the past 11 years, Laurie has worked 
full-time with an outdoor recreation 
ministry as missions and prosperity 
director. She is proud to have an 
extensive background in sales, hospi-
tality, education and photography.
 
Last but not least is Sara Taylor, who 
joined the group a little over a year 
ago. She has worked in real estate 
since 1997, starting as a marketing 
assistant for a small luxury real estate 
firm in Long Island, New York. Sara 
moved to Palm Harbor in 2013 and 
continued her career in real estate. 
She has a thorough understanding of 
the local real estate market, strong 
business acumen, and helps achieve 
client satisfaction.
 
Vanessa couldn’t be happier with her 
team and with working for Keller 
Williams. She comments, “I joined 
Keller Williams five years ago and 

absolutely love it. It’s wonderful for 
teams, and they offer great training 
and a good support system.” She 
likes KW Cares, which takes care of 
people in need.
 
Riding the Waves

Through her decades of real estate, 
Vanessa had seen the ups and downs 
of the market.
 
“I’ve ridden some waves,” she says. 
“I remember the 18-percent interest 
rates in the ‘80s and the crash of 
2008. This [2021] is the wildest. We 
are having to get MORE creative to 
get clients in their homes, especially 
if they aren’t cash.” 
 
Secrets to Success

When it comes to her secret to suc-
cess, Vanessa attributes it to service. 
She explains, “We go above and 
beyond to meet our clients’ needs.” 
She and her team partner with their 
clients and follow them through to 
closing. They have met vendors at the 
house, including window washers, 
pressure washers, and stagers. With 

minor improvements, houses can sell 
for top dollar.
 
“We want to work with all people, 
from those who are renting to those 
who are looking for multi-million-dol-
lar homes. We are about providing a 
service to people who are looking for 
a place to call home,” says Vanessa.
 
Vanessa’s business keeps growing. 
She reflects, “Every year we keep 
getting more clients through referrals 

from past clients as well as repeat 
business. It’s been amazing. We love 
what we do, and so we never feel like 
we work a day in our lives.”
 
Outside Interests

When Vanessa isn’t working, you can 
find her with her family. She has been 
married to Scott for 16 years, and 
they have been together for 19 years. 
 
Vanessa has two children, who are 
both married. Four months ago, she 

welcomed their first grandson. Now 
Vanessa’s daughter is expecting in 
March. She couldn’t be happier. “My 
daughter wanted to be a mom her 
entire life,” smiles Vanessa. Now her 
dreams are coming true.
 
Other hobbies for Vanessa include 
being involved in her church where 
she and Scott co-lead a group. 
Vanessa also loves hiking to relax and 
unwind. Her favorite vacation desti-
nations include cruising, the Grand 
Canyon, and Zion. 
 
“Anything I can do with my fam-
ily is awesome,” she says. She is 
very good friends with both sets of 
in-laws and feels so blessed with 
her extended family.
 
We are honored to feature Vanessa in 
this month’s issue. For more informa-
tion on this cover story, check out her 
website, vanessaleonard.com.

Our team is a family. Before our weekly meeting, we read 
a devotional and then share what we are grateful for and/or 
how we have been blessed during the week. 
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Evolve & Co

"We continually strive to maintain a reputation of 5 star service 
by offering thorough, ethical and accurate home inspections."

www.MomentumHomeInspections.com

863-600-6949

∙ Residential Inspection
∙ Manufactured Home
∙ Pre-Listing Inspection
∙ Four Point Report
∙ Wind Mitigation
∙ Pool and Spa Inspection
∙ Pre Drywall
∙ Final Walkthrough
∙ 11 Month Warranty
∙ Water Quality Testing
∙ Infrared Certified
∙ Licensed Drone Pilot

Free consultations

Our GAF lifetime roof system includes a 25 year 
workmanship warranty.

Locally owned and operated with 30+ years of 
combined experience.

Veterans, Active Duty Military, First Responders 
and Teachers Discounts.

855-SCM-ROOF
scmroofingfl.com

Licensed Florida Contractor #CCC1331132

SCM ROOFING is a GAF MasterElite Roofing Contractor

By focusing on roofing we are able to offer a 
competitive price, exceptional customer service 
and outstanding quality!

"SCM Roofing was amazing and much faster than the 
  others I called.. " -Wesley Chapel Homeowner

"Professional. Quick & Easy. Would definitely use again." 
  -Tampa Homeowner

"Very Professional. Knowledgeable guys and zero trash 
  was left behind!." -Tampa Homeowner
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sponsor spotlight

Written by 
Elizabeth McCabe

Caring
TRANSITIONS

Offering Senior Relocation, Downsizing and Estate Sales
When it comes to senior relocation, downsizing, 
and estate sales, TLC is needed. That’s where Laura 
Bruce, owner of the Tampa Bay franchise Caring 
Transitions, is happy to help.
 
“I purchased the franchise in January 2018,” says 
Laura. She genuinely likes her job, commenting, “I 
like throwing away stuff and clearing out clutter.” 
With her sense of organization, planning, and 

attention to detail, she helps seniors move to their 
new home, declutter, downsize, and can even take 
care of unwanted possessions.
 
Laura and her compassionate staff come to the res-
cue for clients, who may feel overwhelmed. They 
may not even know where to begin, especially when 
family may not live locally. Laura helps seniors get 
to their new place with ease.
 

“People may have collected items for 
years,” says Laura. “Often their chil-
dren don’t want their china, crystal, 
or furniture. In today’s world, for a lot 
of people, that’s a crushing blow. We 
work very hard to sell those items.” 
She tells seniors that their items are 
going to be treasured for years to 
come in their new home.
 
A National Network 

Caring Transitions is proud to be the 
largest senior move management 
company in the country. With over 
220 franchises, it simplifies the pro-
cess of assisting seniors with moving.
 
“If seniors move out of town or out 
of state, there is a good chance that 
there is a Caring Transitions in the 
town where they are moving. We try 
to coordinate with our franchise part-
ners as much as possible and they can 
receive the client on the other side,” 
says Laura.
 
Complimentary Consultations 

Caring Transitions simplifies the 
process for individuals. Often seniors 
are downsizing to a new home or 
transitioning to assisted living. Laura 
explains, “It’s a decision that is made 
because of a family loss of a loved one 
or a medical event. Or an individual 
can’t live safely and securely on their 
own. They may need the extra care that 
assisted living communities provide.” 
 
Laura and her staff offer compli-
mentary consultations, assessing 

what people want to take with them to 
their new home. They also help them 
understand the floor plan and space plan 
of their new place and help them select 
furniture and items accordingly.
 
“When you’re moving from a 2,500-square-
foot home to a 600-square-foot apartment, 
there isn’t a lot of room for stuff,” explains 
Laura. “We work with individuals in terms 
of downsizing, taking items that 1) they need 
to live with and 2) items that have special 
meaning. We don’t want people to have 
regrets about leaving something behind. For 
items that don’t make the move, we help 
people with liquidation needs as well.”
 
Online auctions and personal estate sales 
can be held for clients. Laura explains, 
“In-person estate sales are determined 
by the location of the home, whether it is 
in a gated community, and the amount of 
items available for sale.” Sometimes HOA 
restrictions might not allow for an estate 
sale. Online auctions are a great solution. 
 
Online auctions grew in popularity with the 
pandemic. Now buyers can peruse items dig-
itally, which is convenient. With professional 
photographs and item descriptions, people 
can see items and enhance their shopping 
experience. Caring Transitions schedules 
pickup times to manage the flow of traffic for 
a three- or four-hour pickup.
 
Packing and Resettling Professionals 

When it comes to packing, it makes sense 
to trust the professionals, especially for 
seniors. Caring Transitions packs every-
thing with care, properly labeling boxes, 
noting the placement of specific items, 
such as the bedside table set up or items 
from the curio cabinet so that when the 
boxes are unpacked to resettle the client, 
everything is placed where it should be. 
The level of care and detail is critical for 
these types of moves to help remove as 
many of the stressors as possible. “We 
plug in the coffeemaker and toaster, 
connect the TVs and computers, make the 
beds and put the toiletries away. We want 
the client to feel like they are coming home 
to familiar surroundings when they first 
walk in,” says Laura.
 

Working with REALTORS®

Caring Transitions is proud to work 
with area REALTORS® and their cli-
ents. Most times REALTORS® contact 
Laura to help with senior relocation 
and clearing out a house in preparation 
for a closing. At the end of the process 
and before closing, the house will be 
completely emptied out and left broom 
swept. Clients also search for Caring 
Transitions through Facebook, Google, 
Yelp, and their websites.
 
“We also receive referrals from 
senior living communities in the 
Tampa Bay area,” explains Laura. 
Caring Transitions is on the list of 
approved vendors.
 
“No job is too big or too small,” says 
Laura. “We work with our clients 
to the absolute best of our ability, 
whether that client is the REALTOR® 
or the senior who is moving out. We 
try to help guide them based on our 
knowledge and our experience.”

We are honored to feature Caring 
Transitions in this month’s issue. 
For more information, check out 
their website, www.caringtransition-
stampa.com, or call 813-235-0685. 
To see items currently available for 
sale in the online auctions, go to 
Tampa.CTBIDS.com.
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WINTER IS HERE!
Florida may not have WHITE 
stuff falling from the sky, but 
there may be GREEN stuff 
falling from your wallet if you 
forget your HVAC tune up!

Call us today at 
1-800-983-0924 
to get your $29.95 
maintenance scheduled 
to prevent having to 
purchase an unwanted 
"gift" for your home.

with the expertise to handle small and large projects
both residentially and commercially.

electrical wiring | panel upgrades | generator installation & wiring
outlets and switches, exhaust fans | circuit breakers

lighting installation | ceiling fans

(727) 483-2808
ec13005398   veteran owned & operated

23 1/2 hours a day - 7 days a week
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C
Clients who prepare to make their way through 
a real estate transaction are almost always 
entering a process that they have either never 
experienced, or one that has changed since the 
last time they made a purchase or sale.
 
In turn, they rely on a professional REALTOR® 
to help them make their way through to a suc-
cessful conclusion. Laura Marie cherishes the 
vital role that she plays.
 
As a REALTOR® with Douglas Elliman, Laura 
provides current market knowledge and genuine 
guidance for those she serves.
 
“That’s the part I love the most about what I do 
… being able to make a really big, positive differ-
ence in people’s lives. Even before the current 
market challenges, one of the major stressors in 
life is buying a house. It doesn’t matter if you are 
a first-time homebuyer or have more experi-
ence,” Laura explains.
 
“I like helping my clients understand the 
process, so that if they are buying or selling, 
they can feel empowered and confident in their 
choices. They can relax knowing that my team 
and I have their back every step of the way, 
before, during and after their transaction.”
 
Her Journey to a New Life

Laura earned her real estate license in 2015. 
But her story really started in her earlier life in 
Maine and Western Massachusetts.
 
“Working in real estate in Florida has really 
helped me have a rebirth in life. I moved here 
seven years ago from the north. I had just come 
through a divorce and lost my grandmother 
through illness,” Laura says.
 
“I was blessed that my mom and my best 
friend were in a position to move, and both 
had a strong desire to make the transition to St 
Petersburg. We were done with northern win-
ters, and the call of the ocean and vibrant life-
style of St. Petersburg made it a perfect match.”
 
Entering a New Door

Real estate is a natural extension of 
Laura’s background.
 

By 
Dave Danielson

Photo Credit: 
Carol Walker/Thomas 

Bruce Studios

rising star

MARIE
GENUINE 
GUIDANCE

“I grew up in construction and in a cabinet shop. I love home and 
creating backyard paradises. I love what a smart investment real 
estate is for building wealth opportunities if you are informed and 
do it smart. I have a passion to help people with their real estate 
process and make it easier than mine has been in the past. I con-
sider myself a Real Estate Advisor that helps people make those 
smart decisions.”
 
Easing the Transition

The transition to Florida was blissful. The transition into a full-
time, professional REALTOR® was a lot of long days, blood, sweat 
and tears. It was worth every moment because it immersed Laura 
into the Tampa Bay area, helping her to quickly find her way around 
and where the gems, treasures, and disasters are.
 
“I have been blessed to meet the most amazing people through real 
estate. From my clients to the service professionals that are part of 
my concierge services.”
 

LAURA
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Gaining Ground

Laura has continued to build her busi-
ness through time with great success. 
One of her specialties is working both 
with on-market and off-market deals,” 
she says. “I like to create opportuni-
ties for my clients. Helping people get 
ahead of the market and winning the 
deal for them is one of my things.”
 
I love what I get to do and the people 
that I have the opportunity to serve 
each day as their REALTOR®. At this 
point in time, 95% of my business 
comes from repeat clients and refer-
rals,” she says.
 
Her mother, Ariana Shelton, joined 
her full-time last year as her Director 
of Operations, and her team, LM 

Home Group at Douglas Elliman, con-
tinues to grow as they enter 2022.
 
Fulfilling Life

Away from work, Laura enjoys a 
wide range of activities, including 
dancing, with a passion for Argentine 
Tango, biking, helping rescue animals, 
sailing, designing jewelry, spending 
time with her dogs, Rosa and Louie, 
and any and all things to do with the 
ocean. She also has a passion for bio-
dynamic gardening and working with 
Florida native plants. Being a massive 
foodie, when asked, she will tell you 
“I navigate my way by food.”
 
“My grandmother was a Master 
Gardener, so part of my passion doing 
that is an homage to her,” she says.
 

When it comes to giving back to the com-
munity, Laura gets involved with groups 
such as Feeding Tampa Bay. In fact, with 
each purchase, sale or referral, she makes 
an additional donation to the organization.
 
“It’s one of the gifts real estate has brought 
me … being able to contribute at a higher 
level,” she emphasizes. “If I can do one 
small thing to ease some of our communi-
ty’s suffering, that’s what I want to do.”
 

I like helping 

my clients 

understand 

the process, 
so that if they are 

buying or selling, 

they can feel 

empowered and 

confident in their 

choices. They can 

relax knowing 

that my team and 

I have their back 

every step of 

the way, before, 

during and after 

their transaction.

The people who have a chance to get to 
know and work with Laura appreciate 
her caring, thorough nature, savvy nego-
tiation abilities and how she applies her 
gifts to helping them.
 
“My clients are an incredible blessing to 
me. People I work with become friends,” 
she says. “Something that is a big badge 
of honor for me is effectively represent-
ing my clients. It’s very precious, and I 
don’t take it for granted.”
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Lets Celebrate Valentine's Day in 2022
¡Celebramos Junto San Valentin Dia en 2022!

Don’t Love Your Mortgage Company Partner?
¿No Esta Complacido Con Su Compañía Hipoctecaria?

Develop a new relationship with Bay to Bay Lending.
Desarrolla Una Relación Sólida Con Bay To Bay Lending

We speak your language!
¡Hablamos tu idioma!

Call us... We are here for you!
¡Llamanos… Estamos aquí para ti!
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broker featurePeggy
Founder of Northstar Realty

Written by Elizabeth McCabe

When you grow up in a family 
consisting of eleven children, one 
thing you may develop is a competitive 
edge. Peggy Naruns, the third oldest 
child, as well as the first daughter, 
did just that. Her natural inclination 
to always put her best foot forward 
and stand out from the pack was the 
early cornerstone she laid down en 
route towards distinguishing both her 
personal and professional lives.

“At an early age I started buying my 
own real estate. I found homes that 

had great value and potential - and to 
me - recognizing these properties 

almost felt like a sixth sense.”

Originally born in NYC 
and raised in Florida, 

Peggy spent her 
early adult life 

in Denver 
and Kansas 

City before 
returning to 
the Sunshine 
State to settle 

down and raise 
her children. 

“When I came across the Gandy 
Bridge on my way to a friend’s wed-
ding, I knew St. Petersburg was my 
place. I wanted to live here.” Much 
like the local market today, when she 
started looking for a home, by the 
time a sign was in the ground, the 
house was already sold. In addition 
to finding her first home, she also 
become a REALTOR®, getting her 
license in 1997, followed by her bro-
ker’s license in 1998.

“I have always had an entrepreneurial 
spirit, so this felt right. I immersed 
myself in the area. I attended every 
open house, took every real estate 
class and got involved in the Chamber 
of Commerce.”

Starting Northstar Realty
Peggy started Northstar Realty in 1997 
as a boutique style real estate broker-
age, with a focus on concierge service. 

Why Northstar? Peggy explains, “The 
North Star is what you follow to find 
your way home. I really loved my 
new home, and I wanted to help other 
people find theirs.”

Today, Peggy has 25 agents at her firm. 
And while still operating as a boutique, 
over the past year alone Northstar 
has successfully completed over 227 
transactions with approximately $108 
million dollars in sales. Peggy and her 
personal team are responsible for 38 
of those transactions, totaling $26 
million dollars during that time.

Peggy has established a culture at 
Northstar that consists of integrity, 
compassion, knowledge, and focus on 
the needs of each individual. Those 
principles, coupled with the feeling 
that everyone she encounters is like a 
family member, has proven to be her 
calling card. She’s put those attributes 

to work to create a very successful 
recipe for taking care of a community 
she holds very near and dear to her 
heart. She cares for her clients and 
colleagues in the same manner she 
does her own family and that’s really 
become the Northstar way. 

“When I opened Northstar I wanted 
to be more than a REALTOR®, I 
wanted to be a reliable source of real 
estate expertise for my customers.” 
In regard to her need to go above and 
beyond for her clients, so she said, “I 
love helping people solve their real 
estate riddles, and even more so - I 
really pride myself on being able to 
connect people to one another. One 
of her favorite pastimes is hosting the 
famous monthly “Sundowner” party 
at her Beach Drive office. Not only is 
it a great place to network for the real 
estate world, it’s a regular who’s who 
of the St Pete Community. Of course, 

N A R U N S
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Peggy supports the local 
community in other ways as 
well, having supported many 
charitable organizations 
over the years. 

Family Focused 
The mother of 7 children, 
and blessed to have 22 
grandchildren, Peggy is 
devoted to her family and 
has even seen a few of her 
children follow her into real 
estate. Her daughter Margie 
operates her own Northstar 
Realty in Missouri. “It’s not 
a franchise, she just really 
liked the name,” Peggy joked.

Her daughters Georgia, 
Kristen, and Katie all 
work with Peggy at 
Northstar Realty here 
in St. Petersburg. “They 
are smart, engaging, and 
committed to Northstar. 
All of them are powerful 
team players,” she beams. 
“I also have two sons and 
another daughter who’ve 
all worked in real estate, 
which makes me proud” she 
adds. “Really, I’m so pleased 
with what Northstar has 
become, and humbled by all 
we’ve been able to accom-
plish. Watching a family, a 
business, and a city grow 
has been very exciting and 
I cannot wait to see who we 
can help next!”

Peggy has built a legacy in 
St. Petersburg with her drive 
and determination. We are 
honored to feature her in 
this month’s issue. For more 
information, check out her 
website, northstarrealty.com. The North Star is what you follow to find 

your way home. I really loved my new home, 
and I wanted to help other people find theirs.
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T A R P O N  C O N S T R U C T I O N
Custom Home Remodeling - Bathrooms - Kitchens - Additions

A U T H E N T I C  C R A F T S M A N S H I P  &  I N T E G R I T Y

727-641-9189 • tarponconstructioninc@gmail.com • www.tarponcontractor.com

727-256-3297

Your client found their dream home MINUS one room.

MOVE IN / MOVE OUT CLEANING
Cleaning Services for Real Estate Agents, Banks, Home 

Builders and Homeowners
When preparing a house to be put on the market, nothing is 

more important that cleanliness.
Lets us help you sell quickly by giving the best first impression!

contact@topshineclean.com  •  www.topshineclean.com
Licensed  •  Insured  •  Bonded

Call today for a free estimate!  •  813-477-5690
We are fast, reliable and o�er outstanding service at a reasonable price.

Residential Cleaning
 Apartments & Condos
 Family Homes
 Moving In/ Out
 Spring Cleaning
 Vacation Rentals

Commercial Cleaning
 O�ces
 Restaurants
 Showrooms
 Medical O�ces
 Classrooms
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making a difference

B R I N G S  A W A R E N E S S  T O  C O L O N  C A N C E R

When REALTOR® Michael 
Wooldridge lost his wife, Nicole, 
due to colon cancer, it left a hole in 
his heart. Diagnosed with Crohn’s 
Disease in 2004, Nicole progressively 
grew worse through the years.
 
“I became her caregiver until she 
passed away in 2017,” says Michael. 
“We were truly each other’s best 
friends.” He met his beautiful wife 
at the age of 24 and Nicole was 21. 
They enjoyed almost 25 years of 
marriage together.
 
When Nicole passed away, Michael 
says, “My heart stopped beating for 
two years. Six to nine months ago, I 

decided that I would turn things around and started heading 
in a different direction. My why was not there. I would 
give back in another way and build up my team in 
real estate to where it is today – at 15 million 
in volume. I hope to double that in 2022.” 
Michael works for Keller Williams on the 
Water Sarasota and developed his own 
team, the Michael Wooldridge Team.

Helping Others 

“I am looking to pour into people mov-
ing forward. That’s what my wife would 
want me to do,” says Michael.
 
Michael is involved in various Crohn’s charity 
organizations and is currently writing a book, 
sharing his story with others. In addition, he does 
volunteer work at the H. Lee Moffitt Cancer Center & 

Written by 
Elizabeth McCabe

I am looking to pour into 
people moving forward. 

That’s what my 
wife would want 

me to do.

Michael Wooldridge 
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Waypoint Property Inspection
(813) 486-8551
waypointinspection.com

Over 1,000 5-Star Reviews!

THE HIGHEST RATED HOME INSPECTION COMPANY

Our commitment is to deliver 
a five-star experience from 
beginning to end.
With over 50 completed inspections, Waypoint and their wonderful staff and 
inspectors continue to impress me. As a Realtor, I can confidently refer all of 
our customers to Waypoint without fret! Their commitment to their customers 
and endless pursuit of education is unparalleled in the inspection community!
-Christopher Freyre, Freyre Real Estate

Research Institute, where Nicole 
went for treatment.
 
“I am also working on setting up my 
own charity,” says Michael.
 
His turning point came in his life 
when he developed gratitude. Michael 
explains, “Each day when I woke up I 
found something to be grateful for – 
as hard as it was. I kept that positive 
mindset from day one and I told 
myself to never ever give up. That 
relentless will came from my Father.”
 
Michael’s Background 

Growing up in the Tampa Bay area, 
Michael worked for Haddon House 
Specialty Foods as an independent 
account manager before working 
with Nestle as a team leader. In 
2004, he started real estate and did 
that part-time.
 
“After Nicole passed away in 2017, I 
decided that I would leave the cor-
porate world and pursue real estate 
full-time. I took some time after she 
passed and moved to Boca Raton, 
doing real estate down there, before 
making my way back to Sarasota.” 
Now Michael sells real estate from 
Tampa to Venice.
 

Real estate really took off in 2021 for 
Michael. He explains, “It was at that 
point of time that real estate became 
more than selling homes. It was an 
avenue to give back. I don’t look at it 
as selling homes. It’s about helping 
families and people to get to another 
place in their life. Real estate is a way 
of giving back and making a difference 
in their lives.”
 
In his free time, Michael loves the 
water, including kayaking and jet 
skiing. He comments, “Put me around 
water, and I’m very content.” Other 
pastimes include reading books, 

golfing, traveling to the mountains, 
and playing the violin, which he hopes 
to pick up again this year.
 
An Optimistic Outlook 

“I have a positive outlook for the 
future,” says Michael. “Each year gets 
better.” Every month, he wants to 
engage more and is starting to find joy.
 
“I had the perfect person to share a 
life with. I’m extremely grateful for 
that. We loved each other as much 
as we could. Nicole taught me how to 
love. Her headstone says, ‘Everything 
you do, do out of love.’ I try to main-
tain that every day of my life.”
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NEW OR OLD, BEFORE YOU BUY... CALL THE FBI

Your One Stop Shop for ALL of Your Home Inspection Needs
813-409-3249  |  727-822-8014

FREE
head shotprovided

Mega Marketing Boot Camp
Date: February 10, 2022 | Time: 9AM to 4PM

Place: HCC southshore 551 24th St NE, Ruskin, FL 33570

Join top industry professionals delivering powerful tips and 
tricks on marketing, relationship building, branding, social 
media and more. Completely FREE to real estate agents.

Register online at www.FLBIGroup.com

24 Hour Scheduling and Reports

Locally Owned & Operated
Local & Long Distance Moves

Moving & Packing Services 
We also sell and deliver boxes!

Check us out at BullMoving.com

TAMPA BAY'S
CLEAN CUT

MOVERS

813.943.6043

• SINCE 2017 •

FIND
US ON

The Easy Button for Real Estate
Photography and Videography with

99% Customer Satisfaction

FREE DRONE AERIALS | MLS READY | NEXT DAY DELIVERY

REAL ESTATE PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEOGRAPHY
WEDDINGS | HEADSHOTS |  VIRTUAL STAGING

LETS MEET AND TALK!
813-906-8300 | febreframeworks.com
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L U X U R Y  R E A L  E S TAT E  V I D E O S  &  B R A N D I N G  V I D E O S  F O R  R E A LT O R S

RYAN JUSTICE
813-843-3475

JUSTIFIEDFILMS@GMAIL.COM
JUSTIFIEDFILMS.NET 

“ I  a m a re a l t o r  a n d a s  s o o n a s  I  s t a r t e d u s i n g  Ju s t i � e d F i l m s  WOW !  I  
s t a r t e d s e l l i n g  a l o t  fa s t e r.  Th e  H DR p h ot o s  a n d v i d e o  w a l k  t h ro u g h 

m a d e  i t  s o  e a s y ! ”  -Karen

Me n t i o n Re a l P ro d u c e r s  Ma g a z i n e  f o r  % 10  d i s c o u n t

Like our Like our Tampa Bay Real Tampa Bay Real 
Producers Producers Facebook Page.Facebook Page.

Follow us on Instagram.Follow us on Instagram.

S T A Y  C O N N E C T E D  O N 

S O C I A L  M E D I A

Account Executive 
Needed—Apply Today!

Do you have sales experience you’d like to utilize? We are looking to add new members to 
our team. Part-time, flexible hours. You can earn $1,000- $5,000/month for extra spending 
money. Perfect for anyone who loves connecting with various industries in the Tampa Bay 
real estate community. Training is provided. 

Please submit resume to don.hill@realproducersmag.com for consideration.

Anyone looking for some

ON YOUR TEAM?
extra $$$$
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(727) 577-5626  •  www.thomasbruce.com

Carol Walker
Master Photographer

Florida Degree of Photographic Excellence,
Florida Education Degree, Florida Service Award

Owner/Portrait Artist

On location - your office or other locale
Studio set up or environmental background

Group rates available

No time to update your team photo
or individual headshots? 

No problem! Let us come to you!

JEANNINE M. SMITH
Senior Mortgage Advisor
NMLS #694619

Email:jmsmith@changemtg.com
Direct:(727) 772-3459 Cell:(727) 772-3459

Change Home Mortgage offers qualified
borrowers excellent conventional mortgage
loans for most property types with low interest
rates and a variety of down payment options.
We offer loan options tailored to the
needs of unique buyers.

Jeannine is a local military
spouse proudly serving veterans

and military families.

Ever y th ing  to  know a bout

VA  LOANS
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SECINSPECTION.COM

HOME  INSPECTIONS
Hey, Top Producer!

Close your clients dream house and
Avoid the Deal Killers!

Choose our GOOD LOOKERS!

• all inspections including WDO
• fast scheduling 2-3 days
• same day digital report
• licensed general contractors
• luxury property experts

813-657-HOME

Free WDO
Mention Code

LABOR4U

Broker Office

SUBSCRIPTIONS
When Real Producers magazines are within reach, clients not 

only recognize your appreciation for high-quality content but your 

association with top-producing industry partners.

MONTHLY SUBSCRIPTION COST BREAK DOWN:

5 COPIES

10 COPIES

15 COPIES

20 COPIES

$50

$97.50

$142.50

$180

per
month

per
month

per
month

per
month

For all questions, please reach out to Don Hill at  

don.hill@realproducersmag.com.

T A M P A  B A Y

I N F O R M I N G  A N D  I N S P I R I N G  R E A L  E S T A T E  A G E N T S
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REGULAR CLEANING  •  DEEP CLEANING  •  CARPET CLEANING
MOVE IN/OUT CLEANING  •  VACATION RENTALS

CONDOS  •  APARTMENTS  •  SINGLE FAMILY HOMES
MULTIPLE FAMILY HOMES

Call us today! 727-266-2768
cleangccs.com  •  gulfcoastcleanllc@gmail.com

M O N T H L Y  S P E C I A L :  

$65 AN
HOUR

FOR 2
CLEANERS. Satisfaction

guaranteed!

Offices Nationwide • Bonded & Insured. Each Office is independently owned and operated.

Senior Relocation/ Resettling • Estate Liquidation • Organize/ Declutter
Clean Out • Online Auctions • Nationwide Network

A Total Solution

Laura Bruce • Caring Transitions of Tampa • (813) 235-0685
lbruce@caringtransitions.com • www.caringtransitionstampa.com




