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Your Home Loan Specialists 

Joey Piel 
NMLS# 365511 

Ryan Thomassie 
NMLS# 350514 

Connor Brooks 
NMLS# 1370606 

Shannon Babin 
NMLS# 419401 

Trey Hereford 
NMLS# 89575 

Katie Meiners 
NMLS# 1125723 

� VA Loans 
�  
� Jumbo2 & Condo Loans 

� RD Loans—Finance up to 100% of home value1 
� Purchases & Refinance 
� Local Lenders with Personal Touch 

NolaLending.com 

 

Whether you’re buying or improving, NOLA Lending Group has the experience and expertise to guide home buyers through the     
financing process. With Loan Production offices in Baton Rouge and Prairieville, plus all over the South, our lending specialists can 
assist your clients in determining which type of loan is the most appropriate and affordable. Nobody knows Baton Rouge like NOLA 

Lending Group. 

Rachel Webre 
NMLS# 1913085 

1Available only in select markets to qualified borrowers. Financing cannot exceed 100% of the subject property’s fair market value. Consult your tax advisor regarding deductibility of 
interest. The services and products advertised are not approved or endorsed by HUD, USDA, the Department of Veterans Affairs, or any government agency. 2To qualify the Loan amount 
must be $548,250.00. Interest rates may increase after consummation. Restrictions apply. This does not constitute an offer to lend. All loans subject to credit approval. Not all applicants 
will qualify for all products offered. Loan programs subject to change without notice. Fidelity Bank NMLS Co. ID 488639  

Karla Fuentes 
NMLS# 108621 

Susanne Wampold 
NMLS# 1553575 

Caroline Shirley 
NMLS# 2155247 

Established in 1981, locally managed. 

Serving our Community
and Louisiana in Residential

& Commercial Closings
#itmatterswhereyouclose

#brtitle

Celebrating Your Cl�ings
Since 1981

brtitle.com

3 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU!
Robert Adams | Branch Manager/Attorney

Alex Polito | Director of Business Development

10500 Coursey Blvd, Suite 100  |  Baton Rouge, LA 70816
225-291-1111

37283 Swamp Road, Suite 901  |  Prairieville, LA 70769
225-706-6130  |  C: 225-802-1811

9311 Bluebonnet Blvd, Suite C  |  Baton Rouge, LA 70810
225-769-5194  |  C: 225-603-7897

Mark Schoen | Division President/Attorney
Amy Lane | Branch Manager/Attorney

Keegan Wisdom | Branch Manager
Cathy Waggenspack-Landry | Director of Marketing
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DISCLAIMER: Any articles included in this publication and/or opinions expressed therein do not necessarily reflect the views of The N2 Company d/b/a Real Producers but remain 
solely those of the author(s). The paid advertisements contained within the Baton Rouge Real Producers magazine are not endorsed or recommended by The N2 Company or the 
publisher. Therefore, neither The N2 Company nor the publisher may be held liable or responsible for business practices of these companies.

If you are interested in contributing or nominating REALTORS® for certain stories, 
please email us at gina.miller@realproducersmag.com.
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S This section has been created to give you easier access when searching for a trusted real estate 

affiliate. Take a minute to familiarize yourself with the businesses sponsoring your magazine. These 

local businesses are proud to partner with you and make this magazine possible. Please support 

these businesses and thank them for supporting the REALTOR® community!

BUILDER

D.R. Horton

(281) 904-3081

www.drhorton.com

Willie and Willie 

Contractors LLC

2929 Millerville Rd Ste 1A

Baton Rouge, LA 70816

(225) 291-7600

www.willieandwillie.com

ELECTRICIAN

Circuit Breaker Electric LLC

Michael Webster

(225) 572-7963

FINANCIAL ADVISOR

Northwestern Mutual Wealth 

Management Company

Andrew Achary

(985) 789-4930

www.andrewachary.nm.com

Northwestern Mutual Wealth 

Management Company

Becca Mayeux

(225) 939-5671

www.beccamayeux.nm.com

HOME INSPECTION

Root Home Inspection

Sean Root

(225) 620-8243

www.roothome

inspection.com

HOME WARRANTY

Home Warranty of America

Lydia Hodges

(985) 869-6111

HWAHomeWarranty.com

Old Republic 

Home Protection

Webb Wartelle

(225) 241-2088

ORHP.com

INSPECTIONS

HDMK

Kiel Harton

14635 S. Harrell’s Ferry 

Suite 2B

Baton Rouge, LA 70816

(888) 401-4365

www.HDMK.net

Paragon Inspections

Scott Guidry

(985) 519-4343

www.paragon

inspectionsllc.com

INSURANCE

Ryan Rayburn State Farm

Ryan Rayburn

16044 Hwy 73 Ste 104B

Prairieville, LA 70769

(225) 677-7744

ryanrayburnagent.com

State Farm

Ross Garbarino

9844 Jefferson Hwy Ste 102

Baton Rouge, LA 70809

(225) 751-4840

www.garbarinosf.com

State Farm

Anna Jones

4811 Harding Blvd Ste A

Baton Rouge, LA 70811

(225) 356-1241

www.annamjones.com

INSURANCE AUTO - 

HOME - BUSINESS

Safesource Insurance

Aundrea Allen

(225) 300-4500

www.safesourceins.com

INTERIOR DESIGN/

HOME STAGING

Haute Homes LLC

Angie B. Wilson

(225) 315-7040

LANDSCAPING

MBG Lawn & Landscape

(225) 424-1000

www.mbglawnservices.com

MARKETING / BRANDING

Eminent Creations 

& Marketing

Henrietta Williams

(225) 933-3008

www.eminentcreationsand

marketing.com

MORTGAGE LENDER

DHI Mortgage

7700 Vincent Road

Denham Springs, LA 70726

(210) 889-7778

www.dhimortgage.com/

loan-officer/daismara-torres

Eustis Mortgage

17557 Old Jefferson Hwy

Prairieville, LA 70769

(225) 725-5626

www.LendingLouisiana.com

GMFS Mortgage

Ryan Larussa

4651 Durham Place

Baton Rouge, LA 70816

(225) 324-5633

www.gmfslending.com/

ryan.larussa

NOLA Lending Group, A 

Division of Fidelity Bank

(800) 220-2497

NOLALending.com

MORTGAGE LENDING

Key Lending Solutions

(225) 291-7901

www.keylending

solutions.com

LA Lending LLC

Chasity Graff

(225) 926-5408

www.lalending.net

MOVING COMPANY

ABBA Movers

(225) 384-6683

www.abbamovers.com

PHOTOGRAPHER

Aaron Cox Photography

Aaron Cox

(318) 453-1609

aaroncoxphoto.com

PLUMBING

Magnolia Plumbing LLC

Brook North

(225) 281-6037

ROOFING

Cypress Roofing

(225) 450-5507

www.cypressroofingla.com

TITLE ATTORNEY

MFB Title Solutions

(225) 810-4998

www.mfbfirm.com

TITLE COMPANY

Baton Rouge Title Company

9311 Bluebonnet Blvd Ste C

Baton Rouge, LA 70810

(225) 769-5194

www.brtitle.com

Commerce Title

(225) 308-9544

www.commercetitle.com

Fleur De Lis Title

Jeff LeSaicherre

(985) 277-5550

fdtitle.com

Gulf Coast Title

(225) 405-4340

www.gctitle.com

Titleplus

(225) 279-0999

www.titleplusla.com

TRANSACTION 

COORDINATOR

Executive Lady

(504) 669-4703

www.theexecutivelady.com

List to Close LLC

Brooke Stevens

(225) 317-9295

www.ListToCloseLLC.com
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TO DO LIST

1. Sign contract 

   with homeowner

2. Call Cypress for 

    free roof inspection

3. Cheer on the Tigers

     this weekend
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Call today for 
our Back
to School 
Special!

Professor Kevin Bellard

• All classes led by Black Belt Instructors

• Self Defense

• Clean facility and equipment

• Great location with good parking

• Beginner, Intermediate, and Advanced

• Strong lineage under the Gracie Legacy

• Energetic, friendly, family oriented

• Positive team atmosphere

• High quality mats, bags, and gear

2 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU!

9681 Airline Highway
Baton Rouge, LA 70815

14455 Wax Rd. Suite V
Central, LA 70818

225-505-8500
www.bayoujiujitsu.com

2051 Silverside Drive Suite 100
Baton Rouge, LA 70808

225-926-5408
www.lalending.net
chasity@lalending.net

Your
Louisiana
Mortgage
Solution

*with all closed transactions for Veterans, Doctors, Nurses,
Emergency Professionals and Teachers. Limit of $650.00

LA Lending Offers
FREE APPRAISALS For
All First Responders* 

Chasity Graff
Mortgage Broker/Owner

Licensed by the Office of Financial Institutions in the State of Louisiana,
NMLS #129561 / LO NMLS #129638

Necole S. Weaver
Cell: (504) 669-4703

Office: (225) 435-9815
www.theexecutivelady.com

contract to CLOSED
Virtual Transaction Coordinators + PLUS

Follow us on social media Executive_Lady_

HELPING YOU MAKE PAPERWORK A BREEZE

Carolyn Foley 
Ad Manager

Kurt Miller, Sr  
Contributing Editor

Gina Miller 
Owner/Publisher 

225-337-3277

Erin Phelps 
Writer

Breanna Smith 
Writer

Aaron Cox 
Photographer

Jonathan Silva
Photographer

M E E T  T H E  B ATO N  R O U G E  R E A L  P R O D U C E R S  T E A M

Lauren Cheramie
Editorial Assistant
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guest columnist

Grow With It
By Angie B. Wilson

This year I am thrilled for my 14 year 
old to go back to school. She is a ris-
ing sophomore and is excited to expe-
rience high school in a normal setting 
this year, as compared to last. She is 
looking forward to pep rallies, school 
dances, Friday night games and of 
course last minute sleep-overs that 
follow. I’m sure parents can relate to 
Friday night 6pm texts…”can we sleep 
over at our house tonight?”  Panic 
ensues! We’ve got dinner reservations 
at 7pm, her room is a mess, and even 
worse...her room decor has been the 
same since elementary or middle 
school, with some LED lights thrown 
across a mirror!

Parents, it’s time to stop the mad-
ness, because they won’t stop the last 
minute texts! And let’s be honest, you 
really don’t want them to. They are 
making wonderful memories, in their
rooms, in your home...and you get to 
soak it all in. So now is the time to 
make a plan to decorate your child’s 
room, considering function and lon-
gevity first, making smart purchases, 
with the fun fluff to follow. As an 
interior designer, I recommend a pro-
fessional consultation first...with both 
parents and your child present.

Believe it or not, this could be a 
fun project resulting in organized, 
inspired chaos that actually works! 

Here are a few tips on how to 

get started…

• Schedule a consultation with a CIDA 
degreed Interior Designer

• Discuss what activities take place in 
the room: exercise, homework, hair/
makeup, etc...

• Decide what existing items can be 
re-purposed in the new scheme

• Consider new core furniture purchases 
that will last through college years

• Discuss necessary  
task/ambient lighting

• Discuss window coverings
• Discuss themes and color schemes
• Make a Pinterest Board
• Time to start shopping!

Enjoy this precious time with your child...
and don’t blink!

Planning Insurance Investments | 1 Smart Way, Suite 101 | Baton Rouge, LA 70810

ANDREW ACHARYBECCA MAYEUX

985.789.4930
Wealth Management Advisor

andrew.achary@nm.com

225.939.5671
Financial Representative
becca.mayeux@nm.com

YOU DREAM IT.
WE'LL HELP YOU LIVE IT.
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Pictures, photographs, colors, features, and sizes are for illustration purposes only and will vary from the homes as built. Home and community 
information including pricing, included features, terms, availability and amenities are subject to change and prior sale at any time without notice 

closed between 1/1/21 and 12/31/21, 3.5% commission is valid for the second D.R. Horton home closed between 1/1/21 and 12/31/21, 4% 
commission is valid for the third D.R. Horton home closed between 1/1/21 and 12/31/21, 4.5% commission is valid for the fourth D.R. Horton 

12/31/21. Offer valid only on new contracts and does not apply to transfers, cancellations, or re-writes. Key Club commission offer is subject 
to change without notice. Please contact a community sales representative for additional requirements for the Key Club commission program. 
This special commission incentive may not be used in conjunction with any other broker bonus or incentive. Promotion commission is subject to 
caps, if any, on total broker compensation imposed by the homebuyer’s lender. Commission will be paid at closing. Licensed Agent (not 
broker/partner) must be procuring cause. Cannot be transferred to another broker or agent. Maximum paid on any transaction will not 
exceed 5% total commission. Prices, plans, features, options, and co-broke are subject to change without notice. Additional restrictions 
may apply. Homes must close to be counted for promotion. Cancellations do not count. All offers contained herein expire on 12/31/21.

HAVE YOU HEARD ABOUT KEY CLUB?
The Key Club rewards Real Estate Agents who consistently partner with D.R. Horton, Inc. 

• 4% Commission on your third closing • 4.5% Commission on your fourth closing

Whispering Springs
& Spring Lake

New Communities in Livingston Parish

225-228-5534
LA-WhisperingSprings@drhorton.com
35527 Evers Drive, Denham Springs, LA 70706
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tpartner spotlight

FLEUR DE LIS
Emblematic Experience

By Breanna Smith  |  Photos by Aaron Cox

The Fleur de Lis is a prominent symbol in Louisiana 
and one that businesses in a variety of sectors adorn 
their logos with, but there’s one company that 
holds the legacy of the Fleur de Lis especially dear, 
carrying on the legacy of the beloved emblem that 
represents royalty, faith and unity.

Jeff Lesaicherre founded Fleur de Lis Title in 2011 
and over the years has built on a solid foundation 
of integrity, enthusiasm and hunger for knowledge, 
assembling a team of nearly 100 experienced attor-
neys and real estate professionals to help the resi-
dents of Louisiana with a variety of legal needs. The 
culture Jeff built attracts top Louisiana law school 
graduates who are eager to learn and strive to pro-
vide the best experience in everything they do.

“I’m grateful for the opportunity to work for Jeff,” 
Britney Duke, managing attorney of the recently 
opened Denham Springs office, said. “When you 
have a great leader at the top, it trickles all the 
way down. And a big thing for me is our culture 
– we’re fun, but we also pride ourselves on our 
integrity and teamwork. Jeff established that 
foundation for the company and gives us the tools 
to customize and apply it to our market.”
 
Experience the Difference
The Fleur de Lis team is chock-full of experienced 
attorneys dedicated to providing an excellent 
closing every time, in almost any Louisiana city – 
and even a few in Mississippi. Fleur de Lis Title, 
established in 2011, started in Hammond and over 
the years has steadily expanded, now boasting of 
12 offices across Louisiana, from New Orleans to 
Slidell with an additional office in Mississippi. The 
Baton Rouge office opened about a year ago, with 
Dylan Yesso at the helm as Closing Attorney. This 

summer, Britney Duke led the way in opening the 
Denham Springs Office, and this fall another office 
will open in Prairieville.

While there are nearly a dozen offices across the 
state, there’s no such thing as a stand-alone office, 
Dylan said. “Everyone gets along great, delegates 
efficiently and works together. We’re an integrated, 
streamlined company.” And every team member has 
the same goal – provide the highest quality service 
and support to Louisiana real estate agents.

Seasoned real estate professional and soon-to-be 
attorney Bonnie Smith heads business develop-
ment. Bonnie was a licensed real estate agent for 
seven years, working in commercial real estate, pri-
vate equity and staging. “I’m just obsessed with real 
estate,” she said. “I’ve closed with a lot of different 
title companies over the years, so Fleur de Lis 
understands what REALTORS® want in a closing 
and in a title company.” Bonnie graduates from law 
school soon and looks forward to being on the other 
side of the table.
 
Full Service, Full of Fun
Fleur de Lis Title is a full-service law firm, pro-
viding assistance for a wide variety of legal needs 
ranging from wills and successions to business 
formation and franchising. Jeff, owner and CEO, is 
a member of the American Land Title Association, 
Louisiana Land Title Association, Northshore Home 
Builder’s Association and 21st JDC Bar Association. 
He has been named to the Louisiana Super Lawyers 
list since 2012. Each member of the Fleur de Lis 
Team carries an impressive resume. On the Greater 
Baton Rouge Area team, Dylan has years of 
experience in family law and abstracting, Britney 
has years of litigating experience and graduated 

Everyone gets along great, delegates efficiently and works 
together. We’re an integrated, streamlined company. - Dylan

titletitle
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Motorized Spray Tank, Liquid Fertilizers,
 Herbicides, Insecticides & More

9800 Airline Hwy, Suite #243  |  Baton Rouge, LA 70816

mbglawnservices.com | 225-424-1000

At MBG customer service is #1!

Unparalleled Quality
at an Affordable Price!

Greener Grass & A Healthier Lawn
With 8 Applications a Year You'll Be On Your Way To Fewer Weeds, 

(225) 281-6037
Magnoliaplumbing@yahoo.com
P.O Box 83217 • Baton Rouge, LA 70884
www.magnoliaplumbingllc.com

We're Baton Rouge's Home Plumbing Experts! 

4561 Durham Place, Suite C | Baton Rouge, LA 70816

225-214-5153

Ryan Larussa
Mortgage Loan O�cer

NMLS #96565

Siedda Hines
Mortgage Loan O�cer

NMLS #1581575

GMFS LLC is an Equal Housing Lender. All mortgages are originated by GMFS 
LLC at 7389 Florida Blvd. Suite 200A Baton Rouge, LA 70806. LA License 619. 

Products may not be available in all states. This advertisement is not a 
commitment to lend. All loans subject to credit approval.

Adam Woods
Mortgage Loan O�cer

NMLS #1779427

Experience for yourself
why so many of our

customers and partners refer 
GMFS Mortgage to their 

family, friends and clients!

Magna Cum Laude from Southern Law School, 
and Bonnie knows the ins and outs of the local real 
estate market from every angle. 

They’re a fun-loving, energetic team that is passion-
ate about crushing business and providing the best 
service for each client. “We’re eager to please and 
hungry. It’s an energy that people gravitate towards. 
Fleur de Lis really makes it fun and easy for agents 
and their clients because their experience is so 
important to us,” Bonnie said.

Their first priority is building relationships built on 
trust and integrity with their fellow Fleur de Lis attor-
neys and local REALTOR® partners – the booming 
business is a natural byproduct. “One of the main 
reasons I came to Fleur de Lis Title is because of the 
environment and the people… Everybody had great 
things to say about the company and that’s hard to find 
– a place where you really love the people you work 
with and the environment that you’re in,” Britney said.Dylan Yesso 

Attorney

Bonnie Smith 
Head of Business Development

Britney Duke 
Attorney

It’s always an all-hands-on-deck approach in every 
aspect of the business – whether providing cour-
tesy closings at other offices or getting behind the 
wheel of a moving van to set up a new office. “If 
any agents need something moved, I’m pretty good 
with a box truck,” Britney said laughing. “We’ll do 
anything for our REALTORS®!”

Fleur de Lis Title is a full-service law 
firm, providing assistance for a wide 
variety of legal needs ranging from 

wills and successions to business 
formation and franchising. 
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Let Us Carry the Stress of Your Move!

BATON ROUGE, LA // 225-384-6683 // ABBAMOVERS.COM // INFO@ABBAMOVERS.COM

5 Locations To Serve You! • 225-709-3500 • www.titleplusla.com • info@titleplusla.com

Competitive Standard Rates • Customized Fee Structures
State of the Art Technology • Proactive, Consistent Communication

Locally Owned, Independent Real Estate Title Company based in the Greater Baton Rouge Area
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DESSELLE
PENNANT REAL ESTATE

By Breanna Smith  |  Photos by Aaron Cox

broker spotlight

LEO 
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Behind life’s big wins are years of 
hard work, perseverance and deter-
mination that define a person’s 
character. Leo Desselle knows all too 
well the sacrifice it takes to end up on 
the celebrating side of a win – as an 
LSU Tiger, as a Junior Olympic gold 
medalist and black belt in Judo, and 
as the leader of a real estate company 
that consistently ranks in the top 1% 
of the Baton Rouge market.

Leo attributes his work ethic to the 
lessons he learned from his parents, 
Leo III and Isabelle, while growing 
up. At age 10, he landed his first job 
with his mom’s tourism company – 
the longest-running tour company 
in New Orleans – cleaning out the 
tour vans after school and which-
ever sports practice was in season 
at the time, whether football, base-
ball, track or martial arts. After the 
New Orleans native graduated from 
Archbishop Shaw High School in 
2002, he attended LSU as a football 
team walk-on. While he had schol-
arship offers to other schools, he felt 
right at home at LSU. He knew it was 
alongside the Tigers that he wanted 
to make his dream of playing college 
football come true. His dad, who 
excelled at football during high school 
watched as his son fulfilled a legacy. 
His father aspired to play college 
football, but money was tight and he 
needed to work to pay for college, 

there were simply not enough hours 
in the day for him to play on the team.

Leo’s first year at LSU, he was 
redshirted. He practiced with the 
team day in and day out, without 
playing time during his freshman and 
sophomore year, when LSU won the 
2003 BCS National Championship. 
He remained unfazed – the lack of 
playing time never showed in his 
training or dedication to the team. 
And in his junior year, Coach Les 
Miles put Leo in against North Texas. 
In his very first play, he got a tackle. 
Leo finished that season with four 
tackles, two tackles for a loss and 
two quarterback hurries – and the 

invaluable experience of playing 
under those Tiger Stadium lights as 
the fans roared.
 
As Leo finished up his last few 
classes at LSU, coming off of a win 
over Notre Dame, he realized the big 
decisions that lay ahead of him. “I 
thought, what am I going to do? And 
Coach Tommy Moffitt – who I think 
is the best in the country – pushed 
me and encouraged me to become a 
personal trainer. I thought, that’s not 
a bad idea. I’ll do that.”

Leo began a successful personal train-
ing business, helping people reach 
their physical goals with motivation 
and instruction. At the same time 
Leo’s dad, Leo Desselle III, suggested 
he try his hand at real estate. “I told 
him I didn’t know anything about real 
estate, and he said, well, learn.”

He trained with clients, showed 
houses between those appointments 
then headed to LSU for his last few 
night classes. That year, the market 
crashed, but Leo was so engrossed in 
working he barely noticed. “Nothing 
was planned, but it all worked 
together, all of the stars aligned 
because I was able to meet a lot of 
people out of that gym and create a 
sphere of networking. Because for a 

lot of people, if they trust you with 
their body, they’re going to trust you 
with buying or selling a house.”

After eight years as a real estate 
agent, Leo earned his broker’s license 
and began Pennant Real Estate. “My 
new goal became opening my own 
company to teach others what I did 
well. I was really good at training and 
motivating people in the gym, I knew I 
could do that with REALTORS®, too.” 
Over the past five years, Pennant 
Real Estate has steadily grown to 
37 agents. “Slowly but surely, I was 
growing with the right people. I’m 
proud that everyone who is here is 
truly meant to be here, and they’re 
good people that are going to do a 
great job and uphold their morals.” 

Leo is happiest when he’s training 
and motivating others, fostering their 
drive, determination and helping 
them build the grit it takes not only to 

get to the celebration end of 
big accomplishments but to 
become better people. 

“It’s about the development 
of the whole person,” he said. 
“My true passion is seeing 
others succeed.” Leo offers 
the same bit of advice to all 
new REALTORS®: “Show up 
and be coachable. Be ready 
to work your butt off in this 
crazy market, too!”

He is continuously motivated 
by his wife and three children, 
Leo Paul, 9, Landry, 8, and Liv, 
3. “They are my why and what 
pushes me every day to get up 
before everyone else and go 
to bed later than everyone else.” When he’s 
not training and motivating adults, he’s on 
the sidelines as a volunteer parent coach for 
baseball and football, and always looking for 
opportunities to help at St. George events.

My new goal 

became 

opening my 

own company 

to teach others 

what I did well. 



26 • September 2021 Baton Rouge Real Producers • 27@realproducers realproducersmag.com

B R A N D E D  A P PA R E L
P R O M OT I O N A L  P R O D U C T S

C LO S I N G  &  R E F E R R A L  G I F T S  
C R E AT I V E  M A R K E T I N G  C A M PA I G N S  

www.eminentpromo.com
225-933-3008

@eminent_creations
Eminent Creations & Marketing

Let Me Help You Reach
 Your Target Market

The Right Loan...The Best Terms...The First TimeThe Right Loan...The Best Terms...The First Time

10311 Jefferson Hwy Ste B3 | Baton Rouge, LA 70809 | (225) 291-7901 | keylendingsolutions.com

“Experience the Difference”“Experience the Difference”

AUBER "SKIP" SHOWS III
Owner/Partner
NMLS# 118490

JOHN "GREG" FOY
Owner/Partner
NMLS# 118477

Conventional

FHA

VA

Rural 
Development

Construction

CAFA
Grant Program

Jumbo
angie b wilson (225)315-7040

hautedesign@cox.net
    @angiebwilson.hautehomes        @_hautestu_/

haute homes llc
interior design . staging
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Jonathan Silva
www.jdsilvaphotography.com
225-721-8220
jdsilvaphotography@gmail.com

jonathansilva.photography
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Ask
about our

100% FREE
Sellers

Coverage

Call today to find out about our current promotion!
985-869-6111 • LHodges@hwahomewarranty.com

Easy Orders or Claims Online 24/7
www.hwahomewarranty.com  |  Customer Service - 888-492-7359

Juli Jenkins Team
KW First Choice

#1 Producing Team

Take The Worry Out Of
Home Ownership With

a Home Warranty

Lydia Hodges, Sales Representative

Serving New Orleans, Baton Rouge,
St. Tammany, & Tangipahoa Parish

Lydia and her team are the highest of professional in any industry. From the 
initial meeting, we were blown away with her knowledge, research and ideas of 
how to help us best market our listings. Always present, she returned texts, calls 
and e-mails seemingly around the clock. We from the bottom of our heart thank 

Lydia and her team for everything they do to continue supporting our team 
through assisting with new orders to follow up with existing clients. 

You can nominate a top REALTOR you’d like to see featured by emailing gina.miller@realproducersmag.com

CHECK OUT SOME OF OUR AREA

TOP 300 
PRODUCING REALTORS AND PREFERRED PARTNERS
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rising star

Smal l  Town Team + B ig  Dreams

B
y 

E
ri

n
 P

h
e

lp
s 

|  
Ph

ot
os

 b
y 

Jo
n

a
th

a
n

 S
il
v
a For Kaylyn Ward, real estate is truly 

a family affair. As a wife, mom of two 
girls, and one-half of a mother-daugh-
ter team, Kaylyn centers her career 
around her family, which makes her 
the perfect person to help other fam-
ilies find their dream home. Dipping 
her toes into the industry with real 
estate photography and marketing, 
in 2019 Kaylyn decided it was time to 
dive in the deep end and obtain her 
license to sell. 

“If I had known what I know now 
about real estate, I would have started 

a long time ago. This is 100% what I’m 
made to do.” 

Now, Kaylyn works on a team with 
her mom to make the process of 
buying a home a breeze from start to 
finish. “My mom and I are extremely 
close. We think the same, we talk the 
same, we are the same person,” she 
says with a laugh. “My mom excels at 
her current job, and I felt like if she 
jumped into real estate even part-time, 
she would do fantastic.” After some 
encouragement, Kaylyn’s mom, Karla 
Feigley, got her real estate license 

this past February, and the two began 
focusing on becoming the dynamic duo 
known as Small Town Team.
 
Having a successful team with her 
mom allows Kaylyn to spend time 
with her two daughters, Landry and 
Micah, and keep her career steady. 
“If I’m busy with my daughters and a 
client wants to see a house, my mom 
can jump in and manage the showing, 
and I can jump in for her when I need 
to. It’s just seamless.” Just like what 
Karla instilled into her, Kaylyn is hop-
ing to show her daughters the power 

Kaylyn Ward
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You Deserve To Love The Way You Look
Turn Heads Everywhere You Go By Visiting Louisiana Laserderm

Abbie Woodard, CLS-A

13686 Coursey Blvd. Suite B | Baton Rouge, LA

Office: 225.490.9090
Cell: 225.571.4954

Laser Hair Removal
Laser Tattoo Removal
Complexion Improvement
Scar Revision
Anti-Aging Services
Body Contouring
Microblading
Facials
and MORE!

Brooke Stevens
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“
”

of a great work ethic. “My mom was 
always my biggest cheerleader grow-
ing up and instilled in me the power of 
hard work.” 

Kaylyn already has a plan to set her 
daughters up for success in the future. 
“In the long term, I want my girls on 
board with me! I told my husband, 
when our girls graduate high school, 
I’ll help them get their real estate 
licenses. What they do with it is their 
choice, but they’ll have a way to join 
the family business and start making 
a career for themselves.”
 
Between her career and her family, 
it’s hard to believe she has time for 

much else, but Kaylyn will always 
make time for working with the 
community. As long as Kaylyn can 
remember, she and her mom would 
get involved with volunteer work. 
Over the years, Kaylyn has worked 
in the community organizing fishing 
events for differently abled children, 
a birthday party with Foster Village 
celebrating kids in foster care, and 
even bonded with members of a local 
nursing home making sure they had 
company and care. “Throughout the 
years of volunteering, seeing the 
smiles on people’s faces when you 
make a real connection with them 
is the most rewarding part of it all.” 
In 2020, Kaylyn was honored as one 

of Capital City’s Finest for her work 
raising money for the Cystic Fibrosis 
Foundation. “I thrive on being able to 
pour into people and make a positive 
change in their lives. I think that’s a 
huge part of why I love real estate; 
getting to help people accomplish one 
of the biggest goals of their lives is so 
rewarding to me.” In addition to con-
tinuing her charitable work, this Rising 
Star has big plans for her family team. 
“One of our biggest goals is to expand 
our license to sell in other states.” 

Kaylyn emphasized that everything she 
does is for her family. “I plan to start 
buying investment properties in the 
near future to begin setting my girls 
up for school.” With a sparkle in her 
eye, Kaylyn explained that Small Town 
Team has big-time dreams, and there’s 
no slowing down now. In just two short 
years in the industry, Kaylyn Ward has 
changed so many people’s lives; it’s safe 
to say you won’t want to miss what 
she’ll do next.

IF I HAD KNOWN WHAT 

I KNOW NOW ABOUT 

REAL ESTATE, I WOULD 

HAVE STARTED A LONG 

TIME AGO. THIS IS 100% 

WHAT I’M MADE TO DO. 
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Just like the homes her father helped 
build, brick by brick Brittiny Howard 
has created a stunning life and career.

With her bubbly, optimistic, yet 
steadfast personality, it’s not surpris-
ing that Brittiny helped her mother 
sell a home at the age of 12. Growing 
up in Memphis, Tennessee, she 
often watched as her father bricked 
homes as a mason in the community. 
She learned about construction and 
design, but, more importantly, she 
saw how a simple structure can be 
transformed into a home. Brittiny 
studied biomedical engineering at 
Vanderbilt University but had to take 
a step back from her education before 
her son was born. As a single mother 
with student loans, Brittiny was 
tired of living paycheck to paycheck 
and recalls the moment she knew 
something had to change. “A lot of 
the reason why the word no is not an 
option for me in my career is because 
I remember counting nickels at the 
drive-thru and thinking there has to 
be a better way.” 

There was a better way.

Brittiny made her way to Baton Rouge, 
built a beautiful family, and found her 
way back to selling homes making 
her KDK Realty’s 2015 Rookie of the 
Year. In just six years in the indus-
try, Brittiny has spoken at countless 
conferences, lectures, and on podcasts 
sharing her wisdom on real estate 
success. “Especially as an African 
American woman, people can think 
that you’re something you’re not. If 
you’re not a pushover, people think 
you’re aggressive. But I knew, even if I 

had to ruffle some feathers, if I had to 
make people mad, I was going to make 
sure failure wasn’t an option for me.”
 
Coming Home to Herself 
Knowing what it’s like to lose what’s 
important to you, Brittiny centers 
her career on helping others, winning 
her Club Wealth’s 2017 Humanitarian 
of the Year award. Brittany lost her 
father in 2010, and her own home was 
affected by the 2016 flooding that saw 
most of the Greater Baton Rouge area 
underwater. Despite these setbacks, 
Brittiny made sure her community was 
taken care of. “When I’m helping my 
community in whatever form that 
may be, I know I’ve been success-
ful.” After the floods, Brittiny and 
her team began donating a turkey 
per closing to families in need.  She 
even organized pictures with Santa 
Claus for families who had lost their 
photos to the water. This idea likely 
came to her in the night; as a self-pro-
claimed night owl, Brittiny is up in 
the late hours planning, thinking, 
and dreaming. And it was also 
during one of these late nights 
that she realized there is too much 
on her plate. “This year, I was 
diagnosed with high-functioning 
anxiety. That probably explains 
why I couldn’t sleep,” she said with 
a laugh. “For a long time, I tried to be 
what other people wanted me to be. 
I believe I lost my authenticity, and 
I needed to slow down and come 
back to myself.” 

Brittiny explains that her career 
began to take up valuable time 
with her kids, and she lacked 
time to take care for herself. 

cover story

Happy is the Goal

By Erin Phelps  |  Photos by Jonathan Silva

HOWARD
Brittiny

WHEN I’M HELPING MY COMMUNITY
in whatever form that may be, 
                I know I’ve been successful.
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“You don’t have to be anything but yourself. My anxiety made 
me great at real estate, but at what cost?” 

Even with the business adjustments brought on by the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 2021 has been Brittiny’s best year of 
real estate so far. In addition, her current broker, Carlos 
Alvarez, has allowed her to spread her wings, and Brittiny 
credits him with instilling a fight in her to achieve. A proud 
moment in her career was a recent client giving her full 
reigns to design their home. “I felt like I was finally connect-
ing my visions to reality and seeing what my father taught 
me and what I learned in school all come together.”

Watch Me Work
Brittiny is looking forward to prioritizing her family, 
mental health, and getting back to traveling and 
speaking at conferences.

“My goal is to be happy. I used to think I had to be 
number one, but the only thing I have to do is take 
care of my kids and my family. Sometimes we miss 
the small everyday wins when we set huge goals 
for ourselves.” With her success, she is often asked 
about balancing her work and personal life. Her 

advice to other agents? 
“Honestly, sometimes the 
balance doesn’t exist, but 
that doesn’t mean you 
can’t stop the pendulum 
from swinging too far to 
one side or the other.”

Brittiny believes in mani-
festing your success. “Find 
something you’re good at 
and chase that. Always go 
back to what you’re really 
good at. The universe will 
always provide.” 

Brittiny found her way 
back to her roots, and I’m 
sure her father is proud to 
know she is doing exactly 
what he did ... helping peo-
ple turn houses into homes.

FIND 
SOMETHING 
YOU’RE 
GOOD AT 
AND CHASE 
THAT.  Always 
go back to what 
you’re really good 
at. The universe will 
always provide.
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www.safesourceins.com
O: (225)-300-4500 • M: (225) 333-6220
aundrea@safesourceins.com

BEST COVERAGE. BEST RATES. ONE-ON-ONE SERVICE.

Aundrea Allen
Independent Insurance Agent

Spring cleaning

Summer vacation

Kids back in school 

Evaluate insurance 

with SafeSource

Michael Webster
O W N E R / E L E C T R I C I A N

Circuit
Breaker
Electric L.L.C.

circuitbreakerelec@gmail.com
OFFICE - 225.658.2903 | MOBILE - 225.572.7963

OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY
SATURDAY & SUNDAY BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

License No. 65239

DONATED THIS YEAR TO HELP
END MODERN-DAY SLAVERY.

$2.5 MILLION$2.5 MILLION
Did you know there are more victims held against their will today than ever 
before? That’s why The N2 Company – the company behind this publication 
and 850+ others like it – is financially committed to end human trafficking. 

Thanks to the businesses within these pages, our Area 
Directors, and readers like you, we’re able to break the 
chains of this horrible reality. 

FOR EVERY AD SALE WE MAKE, N2 DONATES ENOUGH 
MONEY TO FREE 2 SLAVES FROM CAPTIVITY.
The average Fortune 500 company donates about 1% of their profits 
to charity. The N2 Company donates 2.6% of their gross revenue.

Visit n2gives.com to learn more about our fight.

A R E  S AY I N G  A B O U T  U S !

What Our

REALTORS & PARTNERS 

“Love it!! The networking- through 

the magazine, social media, 

and events are great!! Your 

enthusiasm is wonderful!” 

Jill Lemoine

“I love the magazine. 

Positive article and helpful. 

Need to make an event but 

seems a tornado comes 

every time!” 

Sondra Richard

“It’s all perfectly amazing!” 
Bambi Guilbeau

“I am enjoying EVERYTHING about being a part of this! 

Magazines are refreshingly positive & encouraging!” 

Aundrea Allen

“The networking! I missed everyone 
so much during quarantine that it 
was ridiculous. It’s been amazing 
seeing familiar faces and meeting 

my fb friends in real life sometimes 
for the first time.” 

Brittiny Howard

“I love all of it! It’s so great to get to know fellow 

Realtors on a more personal level. Keep up with all 

of the positivity!” Nicole Rowell

“Love reading these articles! Very 

well put together.” 

Rachel Jordan

“Charles and I LOVE 

everything about being a part 

of this! We find the magazines 

to be uplifting and authentic. 

We really enjoy reading about 

others in the real estate 

community and networking 

with the best!” 

Darby Baronet

“I do look forward to receiving 

the issues and always take 

time to read them. The events 

are a great opportunity to 

network and socialize with 

fellow REALTORS which is fun 

& beneficial!” 

Ryn Jones

“I LOVE THE 

MAGAZINE!!! It’s a great 

way to get to know some 

of our agents while we 

are so busy & unable to 

attend many functions!” 

Karen Moore

“Great magazine.. Always 

looking for new vendors 

so it’s a good resource 

and it’s nice to get agent 

back stories.” 

Natasha Engle

“Love reading the articles!” 

Ericka Queen

“I love it all!” 
Nikki Calmes

“Love it! It’s so refreshing reading about 

other Realtor’s success- and the best 

part is that it’s all local Realtors. Keep the 

events coming! So appreciative of the 

vendors and the connections that BRRP 

has allowed me to make. Love ya, Gina!” 

Kelly Mitchell
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Nathan Tallo,
Sr Loan Officer

Anthony Williams, Branch Manager,
Sr Loan Officer

Megan Hillensbeck,
Loan Officer

Byron Carman,
Loan Officer

Kristyn Starkovich,
Loan Officer

Shianne Conerly,
Director of Marketing
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