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The Fry Group, LLC

Vanessa Cici Fry, Attorney at Law
Residential & Commercial Real Estate Law

ONE LINCOLN CENTER
18W140 Butterfield Road, Suite 1100  |  Oak Brook Terrace, IL 60181

Phone 630-563-5383  |  Fax 630-629-9767
vanessa@frylawgroup.com
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ATTORNEYS

Camden Law Office LLC

(630) 789-5896

CamdenLawOffice.com

Fry Law Group LLC

(630) 563-5383

FryLawGroup.com

Hawbecker & Garver, LLC

(630) 789-6833

HGLegal.com

Law Office of  

Scott A. Brower

(630) 753-0008

BrowerLawOffice.com

Law Office of  

Stuart D. Polizzi

(708) 476-6852

StuartPolizziLaw.com

The Kelly Law Firm, P.C.

(630) 660-4963

Kelly-LawFirm.com

CARPET/DRAPERY/

UPHOLSTERY 

CLEANING

Bella Custom Cleaning

(708) 579-3182

Bella-Cleaning.com

Koshgarian Rug Cleaners

(630) 325-0243

KoshgarianRug 

Cleaners.com

CLIENT AND  

REFERRAL GIFTS

Cutco Closing Gifts/ 

Cut Above Gifts

(312) 899-6085

CutAboveGifts.com

CONCRETE REPAIR

Raise-Rite  

Concrete Lifting

(630) 665-1345

RaiseRite.com

DESIGN

Blair Crown Design Inc

(847) 903-2128

BlairCrownDesign.com

ESTATE SALES, 

ORGANIZING & STAGING

DeClutter Box Organizing 

& ReDesign Staging

(630) 968-7557

DeClutterBox.com

EVENT PLANNING

Paper to Party

(847) 903-2148

PaperToParty.com

FASHION STYLING

tristinstyling, Inc

(312) 291-4480

tristinstyling.com

FLOORING

Central Tile and Carpet

(630) 754-7877

HOME INSPECTION

Castle Home Inspection

(630) 462-1050

CastleInspectors.com

Elite Inspections Inc

(224) 410-6004

InspectElite.com

HomeTeam  

Inspection Service

(630) 200-3952

HomeTeam.com/DuPage

White Glove  

Building Inspections

(630) 428-4555

WhiteGloveInspections.com

HOME STAGING  

& DESIGN

Chicagoland  

Home Staging

(815) 577-2233

Chicagoland 

HomeStaging.com

Home Glo

(630) 440-1344

HomeGlo.co

Phoenix Rising  

Home Staging

(312) 450-8365

ChicagoStaging.com

HOME WARRANTY

Achosa Home Warranty

(630) 209-2888

AchosaHW.com

Home Warranty  

of America

(888) 492-7359

HWAHomeWarranty.com

INSURANCE

Goosehead Insurance 

Boggs Agency

(630) 365-7248

Goosehead.com

Nick Pitzer  

State Farm Agency

(630) 321-8900

PitzerInsurance.com

Tracie Rasmussen 

BlueStone Advisors

(630) 947-3290

BlueStoneAdvisors.com

LIGHTING & HOME 

FURNISHINGS

Hortons Home Lighting

(708) 352-2110

HortonsHome.com

MOLD REMEDIATION

Above Board Indoor 

Environmental

(630) 973-6099

Aboveboard.Solutions

MORTGAGE / LENDER

Caliber Home Loans

Bill Pendley

(630) 330-5626

Guaranteed Rate  

Dan Rock

(630) 364-7509

rate.com/drock

HomeTown Mortgage Inc

(708) 932-2793

HTLMokena.com

MOVING & STORAGE

Boerman Moving  

& Storage

(630) 972-1000

boerman.com

Prager Moving & Storage

(630) 276-1200

PragerMoving.com

OVER 3,000 EFFICIENT INSPECTIONS PERFORMED

WE WILL TEACH YOU ABOUT YOUR HOME

IL License Home Inspector #450.011805

inspectelite.com
(224) 410-6004

ONE OF THE TOP REVIEWED
HOME INSPECTION

COMPANIES IN CHICAGOLAND.

PEST SOLUTIONS

Rose Pest Solutions

1-800-GOT-PESTS?

RosePestControl.com

PHOTOGRAPHY

ABiV Photography

(708) 247-7031

ABiVphotography.com

RADON MITIGATION

DuPage Radon 

Contractors

(630) 836-1918

DuPageRadon.com

REAL ESTATE VIDEO & 

PHOTOGRAPHY

KDE Photography Inc.

(630) 244-9959

KDEphotography.com

TITLE INSURANCE

Chicago Title  

Insurance Company

(224) 242-6848

ctic.com
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S This section has been created to give you easier access when searching for a trusted real estate 

affiliate. Take a minute to familiarize yourself with the businesses sponsoring your magazine. 

These local businesses are proud to partner with you and make this magazine possible. Please 

support these businesses and thank them for supporting the DuPage Real Producers community!
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GH& LLC& Garver,
Hawbecker hglegal.com | 26 Blaine Street, Hinsdale, IL 60521

Phone 630-789-6833 | Fax 630-230-1119 

LAWYERS WHO LISTEN
because every transaction for your client should be smooth and stress-free from contract to closing.
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REALTOR® Reboot

ON YOUR PHONE 
OR TABLET

DOWNLOAD OUR 
MOBILE APP!

GET EVERY ISSUE

Search DigaPub  
- Choose Illinois  

- DuPage Real Producers

It is definitely a badge of honor to hold the printed 
version of DuPage Real Producers in your hands. 
However, if you want access to every issue, then 

download our mobile app while it is currently 
free. Search “DigaPub” wherever you download 

apps, choose Illinois, then select DuPage Real 
Producers. You can share your featured story 

from the app straight to Facebook as well!
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Finally getting the opportunity to connect with most of you at 
our first event last month was one of the highlights of my year. 
Don’t get me wrong; planning our events is a ton of work, and I 
am grateful to have a talented team who does the heavy lifting. 
Experiencing our community interact in person for the first time 
truly magnified how rallying everyone together consistently 
benefits this industry. I cannot believe how fast those three hours 
flew. A special thanks to Kevin Camden with Camden Law Office 
LLC and Solemn Oath Brewery for hosting us. Feel free to reach 
out to Solemn Oath Brewery directly to inquire about utiliz-
ing their space for your own events, client appreciation 
parties, or company get-togethers. Simply mention 
you attended the DuPage Real Producers fall event, 
and they will take good care of you. It was great seeing 
everyone in 3D!

As we enter into the holiday season, I’m overwhelmed with 
gratitude for what we have accomplished considering when we 
launched our platform. Many of you know that our first issue was 

Andy Burton

Publisher, DuPage Real Producers

andy.burton@RealProducersMag.com

January of 2020, which, in retrospect, was not 
an ideal time to start a community that thrives 
on face-to-face relationships. The world did a 
180° from January of 2020 to April of 2020, and 
we have prevailed. Zoom has obviously been an 
innovative tool to keep us plugged in, but nothing 
will replace breaking bread with one another 
and letting our guards down. Be on the lookout 
for event photos in our December issue! 

Dan Rock
Branch Manager
SVP of Mortgage Lending
TOP 1% MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR SINCE 2012
      DRock@Rate.com
      Rate.com/DRock
      O: (630) 364-7509 C: (630) 688-5592  F: (773) 328-1698: (773) 328-1698
536 Pennsylvania Ave., Glen Ellyn, IL 60137 NMLS ID: 194424

Guaranteed Rate Inc.; NMLS #2611; For licensing information visit nmlsconsumeraccess.org. Equal Housing Lender. Conditions may apply • Dan Rock NMLS ID: 194424

*1

Applicant subject to credit and underwriting approval. Not all applicants will be approved for financing. Receipt of application does not represent an approval for financing or interest rate guarantee.
Restrictions may apply, contact Guaranteed Rate for current rates and for more information. *According to Mortgage Executive Magazine and Scotsman Guide.

MORTGAGE MADE SIMPLE, SO YOU HAVE
MORE TIME TO MAKE MEMORIES.

26 YEARS 
OF EXPERIENCE

IN-HOUSE PROCESSING,
UNDERWRITING AND CLOSING.

TOP 1% OF ALL LOAN OFFICERS NATIONWIDE
WITH OVER $140 MILLION FUNDED IN 2020*

@danrockmortgage
@therockteamglenellyn

NOTE
P U B L I S H E R ’ S

NOTE

@DuPageRealProducers

facebook.com/DuPageRealProducers
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Emily Kaczmarek
MOTIVATED TO GROW,  
INSPIRED BY LEGACY

on the rise
By Lauren Young

Photos by AbiV Photography

Three of Emily Kaczmarek’s four grandparents were real estate 

agents. As a child, she watched as her grandmother, DJ, shared 

her infectious smile and love of people through her work as a 

popular REALTOR®. When Emily was ten years old, DJ passed 

away, leaving behind a legacy to live up to.

“I sort of feel like I am picking up where she left off,” says Emily. 
“She passed away at too early an age—she was only fifty-eight. I 
hope that I am doing her career justice and making her proud.”

Emily and her sister, Lauren, grew up in Lombard. Emily has 
always admired her hard-working parents. 

“My mom is a hard worker even to this day,” says Emily. “Both 
my parents succeeded in their all-consuming jobs and still made 
time for my sister and me. It was a great example.”

In middle school, Emily developed a passion for home-makeover 
television shows, running home from the bus to catch the latest 
episode of Trading Spaces or another HGTV program. 

“I realize HGTV is not the most accu-
rate depiction of being a REALTOR®,” 
she says. “But it sparked an interest in 
home renovations, design, interacting 
with people, and building a business 
that I knew was not going to go away.”

Emily attended Augustana College, 
where she obtained her bachelor’s 
degree in business administration 
with concentrations in marketing 
and finance. While there, she was a 
captain on the varsity tennis team 
and an active member of her soror-
ity. After she graduated, she held 
advertising account management and 
marketing roles before making the 
leap into real estate in 2018.

“My family thought I was nuts for 
leaving a stable corporate job and 
jumping into the unknown world of 
real estate,” says Emily. “But now I 
can look back and feel proud of the 
decision I made.” 

Kaczmarek
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Photo credit:  
Meg Adamik Creative

“Deep down, I know I needed to take a big risk in order to 
grow personally and professionally,” she adds. “It was actu-
ally quite terrifying. But what was more terrifying [to me] 
was not taking the risk and getting stuck where I was.”

Emily’s big risk has indeed paid off. In just a few short 
years, her career volume exceeded fifteen million dollars; 
she has closed over eight million dollars in the last year 
alone. She won the 2019 Great Lakes Region Rookie of the 
Year award from Realty Executives, and the Silver Award 
for production in 2020 from Realty Executives Premiere.

“You cannot have success in this industry without a hunger 
to grow and evolve,” says Emily. “If there was no desire 
[within me] to better myself, I do not feel I would be reach-
ing my full potential. And that, to me, would mean failing.”

Outside of real estate, Emily stays active through vari-
ous causes in her local community. Because of her love 
of dogs, she has volunteered at PAWS Chicago. She also 
supports DuPagePads, an organization that offers pro-
grams and shelter for the homeless.

Emily also enjoys spending time with family. Her par-
ents, Amie and Chris, recently purchased a second home 
in Galena, so the family often gathers together there 
now. Emily also enjoys reading, taking long weekend 
trips, and staying active. 

Looking forward, Emily 
has dreams of serving her 
neighbors while continuing to 
learn, grow, and persevere as 
a REALTOR®. It’s the mission 
she inherited from Grandma 
DJ, her other REALTOR® 
grandparents, and her men-
tors in the business.

“There are many different 
ways to use a career in real 
estate to help those around 
you,” she says. “Especially 
in the beginning, it’s not 
always easy, but it’s import-
ant to not give up. You can’t 
fail if you don’t stop trying. 
‘Strategize and adjust to 
keep moving forward.’ That’s 
always been my mantra.”

““
Emily as a baby with her grandma, DJ.

You cannot have  
success in this industry 

without a hunger to 
grow and evolve. If there 

was no desire [within 
me] to better myself, 
I do not feel I would 
be reaching my full 

potential. And that, to 
me, would mean failing.
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60 South La Grange Road  |  La Grange, IL 60525
HortonsHome.com  |  708-352-2110

Visit Our Ultimate Lighting Destination in La Grange
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A  S h i n i n g  L i g h t  i n  t h e  C o m m u n i t y

partner spotlight 
By Lauren Young

Photos by AbiV Photography

“I had always dreamed of owning my own business,” 
says John Rot, president of Hortons Home Lighting and 
Hortons Ace Hardware. “That idea began when I was a 
child as I watched my dad run his own business. I saw 
how he treated his employees, helped the community, pro-
vided growth opportunities, and led by example. I wanted 
to do the same thing when I grew up.”

After graduating from the University of Illinois, he joined 
Arthur Andersen in a corporate role. While there, John 
developed his leadership skills until the opportunity arose to 
take ownership of Hortons; the chance to continue the legacy 
of an established local business was too good to pass up.

For more than 120 years, Hortons Home Lighting has 
served Chicagoland from its locations in La Grange and 
Orland Park. In its over 10,000 square feet of show-
room space, Hortons displays more than 5,000 premier 
fixtures that reflect all styles—from the latest trends to 
the classic styles. At both locations, John staffs expert 
lighting consultants who are certified by the American 
Lighting Association, as well as friendly customer ser-
vice teams to assist customers.

“From building a home with new lighting to remodeling a 
current home, and from interiors to landscaping, we can 

help with all aspects of lighting a home,” says John. 
“We are in the business of solving problems and 
helping people create their perfect home.”

When online shopping became a demand, the 
Hortons team adapted their services to the buy-
ing preferences of e-commerce while remaining 
true to, and emphasizing, their strengths as rela-
tionship-builders. Many consumers find inspi-
ration online and then visit Hortons’s stores to 
see the fixtures in person. More often than not, 
visitors choose to purchase their items at the 
store because of Hortons’s high level of service 
and competitive prices.

“Being a small, family-owned brick-and-mortar 
business in 2021 means that you are always com-
peting against online stores and ‘big box’ retail,” 
says John. “Between our pricing, inventory, and 
expertise, we have to stay at the top of our game 
at all times.” 

To John, serving the community doesn’t just mean 
providing great products and affordable prices. He 
takes the responsibility of supporting local people 
and causes seriously.

with Hortons Home Lighting
ROTJOHN



20 • November 2021 DuPage Real Producers • 21@realproducers realproducersmag.com

To reach the expert consultants at Hortons 
Home Lighting and to see their impressive 
inventory for yourself, call the Hortons 
team at 708-352-2110, or visit their 
website www.HortonsHome.com.

In 2001, for example, Hortons employee Pam Herts was 
diagnosed with breast cancer. She was only thirty-one. 
Her story inspired the creation of the H Foundation, 
a nonprofit founded by Hortons that’s dedicated to 
funding cancer research. Each year, the H Foundation 
holds the Goombay Bash fundraiser at Navy Pier. 
Nearly every dollar raised is donated to Northwestern 
University’s Robert H. Lurie Comprehensive Cancer 
Center of Northwestern University.

“We’ve raised more than ten million dollars through the 
H Foundation to make a difference in the fight against 
cancer,” John says. “For me, it is about leaving a legacy 
in your community and an impact on its people: It is 
about creating more than you take and giving back.”

“Every guest that walks through the doors becomes 
part of our Hortons family,” John adds. “It’s so hum-
bling to me to hear the stories of how customers have 
been shopping at Hortons for all these years. I want us 
to be around for future generations too.”

BEFORE AFTER

Realtors Know the Value of First Impressions
Increase the Curb Appeal 
and Sale Price of a Home!

630-665-1345 • www.raiserite.com

Save up to ½ the Cost of 
Concrete Replacement

Repair Sunken Concrete 
with RAISE-RITE 

AFTERBEFORE

Patios •Garages •Sidewalks •Driveways
Stoops • Interior Floors •Porches •Pool DecksWE CAN HELP WITH 

ALL ASPECTS OF 
LIGHTING A HOME. 

WE ARE IN THE 
BUSINESS OF SOLVING 

PROBLEMS AND 
HELPING PEOPLE 

CREATE THEIR 
PERFECT HOME.”

PKELLY@KELLY-LAWFIRM.COM | 630.660.4963 | KELLY-LAWFIRM.COM

PATRICK KELLY
111 E. JEFFERSON AVE., SUITE 103

NAPERVILLE, IL 60540

HANDLING CLOSINGS
IN ALL CHICAGOLAND
COUNTIES.

LOCATED IN THE HEART OF DOWNTOWN NAPERVILLE.
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Advanced Technology.
Personalized Guidance.

Top 1% Loan Originator 2020
Scotsman Guide Top Originators List 2020
Circle of Excellence 2020

Call Today!
Bill Pendley
Loan Consultant | NMLS# 211969
1431 Opus Place, Suite 135
Downer's Grove, IL 60515
630.330.5626
Bill.Pendley@CaliberHomeLoans.com

*Some loan applica�ons are not suited for digital delivery of asset, income, employment and other documenta�on required for loan approval.
Caliber Home Loans, Inc., 1525 S. Beltline Rd. Coppell, TX 75019 (NMLS #15622). 1-800-401-6587. Copyright © 2018. All Rights Reserved. Equal Housing Lender. For real estate 
and lending professionals only and not for distribu�on to consumers. This communica�on may contain informa�on that is privileged, confiden�al, legally privileged, and/or 
exempt from disclosure under applicable law. Distribu�on to the general public is prohibited. (18910_NC).

Let’s Grow Together.

Caliber has transformed home financing 
into a streamlined, simple process that 
can get your borrowers home faster than 
ever with our State of the Art Digital 
Applica�on Pla�orm.

WE TREAT CLIENTS LIKE FAMILY
Realtors Can Trust Us With Their Buyers.

Setting a new standard of service for 
home buyers and sellers

See what sets us apart:
stuartpolizzilaw.com stuartpolizzilaw

Stuart direct 708-476-6852
Stuartpolizzi@stuartpolizzilaw.com

Paper to Party
E V E N T  P L A N N I N G

Be a guest at your own event.
 Personal Touch
 Coordination
  Full
  Partial
 Wording
 Calligraphy

 Theme Party Book
 Printing
  Thermography
  Flat
  Letterpress
 Quick Turnaround

847-903-2148
C A L L  L I N D A  T O D AY  T O  G E T  S TA R T E D !

papertoparty@comcast.net
papertoparty.com

CALL TO SCHEDULE

630-960-9422 

20% SALE
on our carpet,

upholstery drapery and
tile cleaning services

We can help clean up
the mess before

you list.

To find all our services, go to
www.bella-cleaning.com
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“I’m very sociable and determined, 
and I love to meet new people,” says 
Michele. “My neighbor was an agent 
and said I would be good at it. That 
stuck with me. Real estate was a 
great way to transition into a new 
life without the need for a college 
degree or any experience. I found a 
lot of freedom in real estate.” 
 
But her newfound freedom came with 
early challenges. Michele’s first days 
as a REALTOR® were “sink or swim” 
in the truest sense, but thanks to her 
innate determination, drive, and ded-
ication, along with supportive family 
and friends, she was able to persevere.
 
“When I first obtained my real estate 
license, my divorce was still in pro-
cess, my house was under contract, 
and I had no idea where I would be 
living next,” says Michele. “It was a 
defining moment and realization that 
my life was headed down a new path 
and there must be a good reason for it. 
That positivity powered me through.”
 
Michele has come a long way since 
those rocky early days, nine years ago. 
Her over seventy-five-million-dollar 
career sales volume includes the eight 
million dollars she pulled  in 2020. 
She’s been recognized as a member 
of Coldwell Banker’s Sterling Society 
five times, it’s Diamond Society 
three times, and for the first time in 
2021, its Platinum Club. Michele was 
also named as one of Chicago Agent 
magazine’s “Who’s Who” in 2020. 
Even with her achievements, though, 
Michele prides herself most on being 
a calming influence for her clients 
during an often stressful process. 
 
“I find value in being the voice of 
reason and in talking clients off the 
ledge during the very emotional 
real estate roller-coaster ride,” says 
Michele. “My clients often tell me 
about their positive experience and 
the feeling of safety they felt during 
their entire transaction.”
 

FINDING MEANING 
THROUGH REAL ESTATE

RE
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“Being a REALTOR® is much more than a paycheck to me,” 
says Michele Marks. “From my own experiences, I know that 
home is the place where you feel comfortable, protected, 
understood, at peace, and loved; it’s your happy place.”
 
“We do more than sell houses,” she adds. “We are the 
beacon that guides people home.”
 
Michele’s happy place was originally Winthrop, 
Massachusetts, a small coastal town near Boston. 
Following a few years of college and ten years living in 
New Hampshire, she moved to Naperville in 2006. Over 
the next six years, she mostly stayed at home to concen-
trate on raising her two children. 
 
“I got married very young and went right from my mom 
and dad’s house into my own married household,” says 
Michele. “When you’re raising two kids, there is no 
instruction manual, so it’s learn-as-you-go.”
 
After her divorce in 2012, Michele found herself in need of a 
way to support herself and children, Madison and Matthew. 
She’d thought about real estate as a possible career for 
years and had a great conversation with a REALTOR® 
neighbor about it when she lived in New Hampshire. With 
the urgency of her divorce, she realized it was time to 
embark on a real estate career and take it seriously.
 M
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OSHGARIA
R U G    C L E A N E R S    I N C

CREATING HEALTHY ENVIRONMENTS, SINCE 1906

Koshgarian Rug Cleaners, Inc
248 E Ogden Ave | Hinsdale, IL 60521

630-325-0243 Hinsdale | 630-420-9181 Naperville
info@koshgarian.com | www.koshgarianrugcleaners.com

Koshgarian Rug Cleaners, Inc is a local family owned company that 
has been cleaning homes using quality employees, equipment and 

cleaning products. When you call Koshgarian Rug Cleaners, Inc, you 
can count on receiving high quality service with a professional staff.

Cleaning Services Provided:
In Home Wall to wall carpeting

Indoor and Outdoor Upholstery, including mattresses
Hardwood Surfaced Flooring and grout cleaning

Loose Area Rugs In Plant cleaning;
pickup and delivery service available

Beyond impacting the lives of her clients, Michele 
also prioritizes giving back to those in need. 
She contributes actively to the Coldwell Banker 
Charitable Foundation—an organization that sup-
ports over thirty local housing charities. She also 
participates in Feed My Starving Children’s events 
because of its mission to bring nutrition to kids 
around the world. 
 
“I have proudly held two client appreci-
ation food-packing events with Feed My 
Starving Children,” says Michele. “It’s also 
been a fun way to get together in one place 
with several of my business partners, such 
as my primary lender, attorney, inspectors, 
photographers, and their employees.”
 

I find value in being  

the voice of reason  

and in talking clients off the 

ledge during the very emotional 

real estate roller coaster ride. 

My clients often tell me about 

their positive experience and the 

feeling of safety they felt during 

their entire transaction.”

A self-proclaimed “outdoors person,” Michele uses 
any excuse to be outside. She loves to golf, bike, 
walk, kayak, hike, glamp, and motorcycle around 
Naperville, and to spend time on her balcony. 
When the weather turns colder, you can find her 
sitting around her cozy fire with friends or taking 
an occasional ski day on a sunny winter day. And 
she takes a thankful attitude wherever she goes.
 

Michele skiing with her father.

Michele enjoying a golfing trip with friends.

Michele uses any excuse to be outside and loves to 
ride her motorcycle around Naperville

“Every day I wake up grateful for the roof 
over my head, the comforts I can afford, 
the thriving business I have, and my health 
to make it all happen,” she says. “More 
importantly, I’m grateful for the people I 
get to meet and work with, and the family 
and friends that have believed in, loved, 
and supported me over the years.”

“
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Contact via email abivphotography@gmail.com

or text 708-247-7031 

ABiV
PHOTOGRAPHY

CREATED
TO CREATE

ABiVPhotography.org

SESSIONS
JAMVirtual Top REALTORS® and 

Preferred Partners 
Engaging Virtually

We have received great feedback about these events, so we are continuing 

to schedule them through the end of the year! Want to join one? Let us 

know by emailing us at andy.burton@realproducersmag.com.

events

As an organization, we are  
fully aware of the need to 
creatively connect, inspire, 
elevate, and add value to both 
our REALTORS® and Preferred 
Partners. As a response, we have 
continued hosting virtual jam 
sessions with the DuPage Real 
Producers community.

Jam sessions are small group 
Zoom calls designed to get a 
handful of experts on a call (both 
REALTORS® and Preferred 
Partners) to discuss what they 
are seeing in their industry and 
to help add value to the individu-
als who are able to tune in. This 
is a great way to meet people 
on a more personal level and to 
get to know what’s happening in 
different industries in the real 
estate community.

Jam sessions have been filled 
with creative ways to encour-
age our DuPage Real Producers 
community to continue to engage 
and serve as a way to build rela-
tionships. Plus, it has been great 
seeing even more engagement as 
we have been hosting sessions on 
Facebook Live!

A huge thank you to all our 
amazing REALTORS® and 
Preferred Partners for your 
willingness to join together as 
a community and maintain our 
human connection!
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Your clients deserve the best and Prager delivers!
Local, interstate & international moving professionals.

Steve Bonnichsen, VP of Sales & Marketing
155 Fort Hill Dr.  |  Naperville, IL 60540  |  630-276-1224

steveb@pragermoving.com

All my clients rave about how 
Prager is the best moving company 

they've ever worked with!
-Bernie Cobb, RE/MAX Realtor 

Barton Robertson, MIES
630-973-6099

barton@aboveboard.solutions
www.aboveboard.solutions

We'll work rapidly to remediate 
any problems in a home.

We'll work rapidly to remediate 
any problems in a home.

Mold Remediation      Attic Re-Fitting & Re-Insulation      Asbestos Abatement       Hoarder Clean Up

Above Board
Indoor
Environmental

Call Before You List!

DONATED THIS YEAR TO HELP
END MODERN-DAY SLAVERY.

$2.5 MILLION$2.5 MILLION
Did you know there are more victims held against their will today than ever 
before? That’s why The N2 Company – the company behind this publication 
and 850+ others like it – is financially committed to end human trafficking. 

Thanks to the businesses within these pages, our Area 
Directors, and readers like you, we’re able to break the 
chains of this horrible reality. 

FOR EVERY AD SALE WE MAKE, N2 DONATES ENOUGH 
MONEY TO FREE 2 SLAVES FROM CAPTIVITY.
The average Fortune 500 company donates about 1% of their profits 
to charity. The N2 Company donates 2.6% of their gross revenue.

Visit n2gives.com to learn more about our fight.
Tell me about your mess

630-542-8782
Kim Cosentino

Professional Organizer

• DECLUTTERING
• REDESIGN & STAGING USING WHAT YOU HAVE
• MOVING SALE
• MOVE-IN, ORGANIZED UNPACKING

We scored
599 Home Organizers

in Chicago, IL
& Picked the Top 9

The Game Plan -- $150
2 hour Walk-through clutter consultation for the 

entire house.

3 hour Jump Start -- $225 
Set up of systems in one area that are easy to 

maintain where much of the weeding is left up to 
the recipient.

Complete Transformation -- $350
5 hour, One-on-one weeding and organizing of 

one standard-sized space to set up systems 
and turn a cluttered area into an enjoyable 

living space.

We take our clients from
Overwhelmed to Overjoyed!

Give the Gift of Organization
this Holiday Season.
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REALTOR® 
Reboot:  
Second Career 
Repositions This 
Former Teacher 
for Success

cover story 
By Lauren Young

Photos by Katherin Frankovic

“I feel like it was 
my destiny to be in 
real estate, since 
I come from a 
family of successful 
REALTORS®,” says 
Alexa Mimi Wagner 
of RE/MAX  
Professionals 
Select in Naperville. 
“My mother, two 
aunts, and one 
cousin have all had 
thirty-year careers 
in the industry.”
 

ALEXA MIMI  
WAGNER
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Real estate was always in the back of 
Alexa’s mind as a career option because 
of the childhood influence of so many 
REALTOR® family members. She had 
also built her own home and loved the 
process. So with encouragement from 
friends and family, Alexa decided to 
make the career change.
 
“With amazing support and my own 
good sense of humor, I was determined 
to make a real estate career pay off,” 
she says. “But entering into real estate 
during the economic and market down-
turn of 2008 was a challenge indeed. The 
first year I think I paid my broker more 
than I made. But with each new year, 
armed with knowledge from my mentor, 
and now close friend, Jen Conte, I just 
kept trying to absorb as much as I could 
from top agents and hustled hard every 
day. Having former students who had me 
assist them in buying their first homes 
helped build my skills and database. It is 
my belief that nothing bad can happen to 
you when you work hard.” 
 

MANY  
PEOPLE  

SEE THE SUCCESS 
AND RESULTS, BUT 

THEY DON’T SEE 
WHAT HURDLES 

WERE SCALED TO 
GET THERE. I AM 

ONE OF THOSE 
PEOPLE WHO IS 

ALWAYS STRIVING 
AND NEVER 

SATISFIED WITH 
THE STATUS QUO.”

Alexa was born in Washington, D.C., and moved to Naperville when 
she was ten years old. Her father was originally from Chicago, 
and after working in the Secret Service, he wanted to retire in his 
hometown. Along with an admiration for her father’s strong drive, 
she also looked up to her aunts and mother—she saw them as the 
successful women entrepreneurs they were in the 1970s and ‘80s.
 
But like many REALTORS®, Alexa 
didn’t start out in real estate. After 
earning an undergraduate degree 
from Purdue University, Alexa 
became a middle school teacher in 
District 204 in Naperville. Next, 
she obtained a master’s degree 
from National Louis University 
and taught sixth grade for fifteen 
years. But then things changed; 
in 2008, Alexa went through a 
divorce and some difficult financial 
circumstances. “It was a rough 
time for me, but I was determined 
to turn things around,” Alexa says.  
“After my divorce, I basically 
started from scratch, on my own.”
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Kevin Camden
(630) 789-5896
kevin@camdenlawoffice.com
www.camdenlawoffice.com

We answer all communication in real-time, 7 days a week.

Yes, you will make friends with the locals, 
but You don't want a Turkey 

for an Attorney.

Welcome!
Let M e Help

You Find a House

“It took a lot of tenacity and perseverance to build 
a brand and recession-proof business that could 
last for many years to come.”
 
During her thirteen years as a REALTOR®, Alexa 
has been recognized with RE/MAX’s Platinum 
Club, Chairman Club, Hall of Fame, and Lifetime 
Achievement awards. For the last five years, she 
has been among the Top 10 and Top 100 agents 
for RE/MAX in Northern Illinois. In 2018, she 
was the number-one RE/MAX agent of Naperville 
in total volume. She’s a member of the Million 
Dollar Guild, and has been featured in Top Agent 
Magazine twice in her career. 
 
Outside of her day-to-day business, Alexa prioritizes 
giving back to the local community. Through RE/
MAX, she is an avid supporter of Children’s Miracle 
Network, with whom they are affiliated. A portion 
of her earned commission and fundraising events 
throughout the year are donated to Lurie Children’s 
Hospital of Chicago.
 
In her downtime, Alexa and her fiancé, Brett, can 
be found tailgating and cheering on the Chicago 
Bears, going to concerts, and enjoying downtown 
Naperville. They also prioritize time to make 
memories with his four kids, her “bonus” kids, and 
three grandchildren. Alexa also loves to pamper her stubborn bulldog, Ruby, who “always has her 

nails painted even when I don’t.” And when Alexa 
needs a calming activity, you’ll often find her 
digging in the dirt in her yard, planting flowers. 
Each year, she picks a color theme for her pots 
and planting beds. 
 
Even after all these years in real estate, Alexa is 
still motivated by future success while reflecting 
on how far she’s come.
 
“Many people see the success and results, but 
they don’t see what hurdles were scaled to get 
there,” she says. “I am one of those people who is 
always striving and never satisfied with the status 
quo. I am energized by continuously refining and 
streamlining my systems. The most joy for me in 
this business comes from truly being a trusted 
advisor, a problem solver, and a levity provider 
for my clients whom I am lucky enough to serve. 
Real estate is my passion, and hard work will 
always be a part of who I am.”

Alexa’s bulldog, Ruby.

Alexa with her fiancé, 
Brett Fessler.



38 • November 2021 DuPage Real Producers • 39@realproducers realproducersmag.com

REALTORS® give back

Team Baker REALTORS®:
Celebrating their 1,000th Closing with a $1,000 Donation 
To celebrate Team Baker REALTORS®’s 
upcoming real estate milestone—their 
1,000th closing—owner Paul Baker 
announced they would donate $1,000 to a 
charity of the closing client’s choice. 

As fate would have it, that client was not only 
their 1,000th closing—he was also their first.
 
In 2008, Matt Dziedzic wanted to buy his first 
home, a condo in Forest Park. He was friends 
with the Baker family and knew Paul had just 
obtained his real estate license. Matt decided 
to become Paul’s first client. 

“Paul is one of the most honest, hard-working 
people I know. Even as a new agent, he got me 
a great deal on my condo,” said Matt. “After 
I married, my wife and I worked with him to 
buy our first home in Downers Grove. When 
we outgrew that one, we knew it was Paul and 
his team we’d go to for our next.” 

In 2021, Team Baker helped Matt, his wife, 
Colleen, and their two children, Matthew 

and Emma, find their dream home 
and celebrated their 1,000th closing 
in the process. 

As part of the milestone, Paul wanted 
to give back to his clients and com-
munity by donating $1,000 to the 
charity of their choice. The Dziedzics 
selected HCS Family Services, a 
Hinsdale non-profit that provides 
emergency food for people in need 
in southeast DuPage County and far 
western Cook County. 

“Our community has given so much 
to us over the years it just seemed 
natural to give back,” said Paul 
Baker. “We are so happy to be able to 
support HCS and the important work 
they are doing.” 

Through food pantries in Hinsdale 
and Willowbrook, HCS serves more 
than 800 people a week offering a 
variety of nutritious foods to families 

facing hunger. In addition, they 
provide diapers, paper goods, and 
personal care items. For every dollar 
donated, HCS is able to buy eight 
dollars in groceries. 

“While DuPage County is one of the 
wealthiest counties in Illinois, it’s also 
the second largest food-insecure popu-
lation in the state,” said HCS Executive 
Director Wendy Michalski. “The dona-
tion from Team Baker and the Dziedzics 
really made an impact on our ability to 
buy items our neighbors need.” 

Team Baker is part of Platinum 
Partners REALTORS®. The Baker 
team includes Paul Baker, Jodee 
Baker, Audrey Albright, Kayla 
Corrigan, Amy Hausman, and 
Stephen Koloszi. 
 
For more information visit  
www.teambaker-pprhomes.com.
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Thank you to every-

one who came out and 

joined us for our DuPage 

Real Producers fall fest at 

Solemn Oath Brewery last month. 

Photos from the event will be shared 

in the December issue. 

HOSTED BY 
SOLEMN OATH 
BREWERY

A special shout out to Camden Law 
Office, LLC for their support in making 
the event top-notch. 

We cannot wait for the next event this 
coming winter 2022!

D U PA G E
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EASY

branding

FOR EVERY 6 GIFTS ORDERED, RECEIVE 2 FREE!

American made since 1949

Custom engraving with your logo & contact info

Creates top of mind awareness for your business

100% tax deductible*

Generates a lifetime of impressions and
only needs to be given once!

Potential referral opportunity

*consult your CPA

Take advantage of our fall promotion and stay ahead 
of the busy holiday season! Incorporate Cutco Closing 
Gifts into your business and build relationships that 
last through thoughtful gift-giving!

CutAboveGifts@gmail.com
CutAboveGifts.com
YOUR CHICAGOLAND CLIENT RETENTION SYSTEM

YOU WILL
FALL FOR

25% OFF

Scott Brower
608 S Washington St, Ste 311

Naperville, IL 60540

630-753-0008
browerlawo�ce.com

Home Closings Should Be Easy.
Brower Law Has the Experience You Can Trust.

LEARN MORE 
ABOUT A PRE-LISTING 

CONSULTATION

h o m e g l o . c oGive us a call today
f o r  e x p e r t  s t y l i n g  a n d  f u r n i s h i n g

f o r  a  f a s t e r  s a l e  ( 6 3 0 )  4 4 0 - 1 3 4 4

Easy Updates that offer BIG
Returns on Your Investment!
Easy Updates that offer BIG

Returns on Your Investment!

FlooringPainting Lighting




