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Did you know there are more victims held against their will today than ever before? That’s why 
The N2 Company – the company behind this publication and 850+ others like it – is financially 

committed to end human trafficking. 

$2.5 MILLION$2.5 MILLION
DONATED THIS YEAR TO HELP END MODERN-DAY SLAVERY.

FOR EVERY AD SALE WE MAKE, N2 DONATES ENOUGH
MONEY TO FREE 2 SLAVES FROM CAPTIVITY.

The average Fortune 500 company donates about 1% of their profits 
to charity. The N2 Company donates 2.6% of their gross revenue.

Thanks to the businesses within these pages, our Area Directors, and 
readers like you, we’re able to break the chains of this horrible reality. 

Visit n2gives.com to learn more about our fight.
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To lean more, or schedule an inspection online,
visit www.SmithHomInspectionsLLC.com

Joshua Smith
Certified Home Inspections

MHIB #0681
601-310-3199

BUYER INSPECTIONS • SELLER INSPECTIONS • MOLD TESTING

90 Day Warranty | MoldSafe | SewerGard | RecallCheck
a Full Concierge Service and More!

With Smith Home Inspections, you will get a lot more
than just an inspection. The best part is it’s Free!
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Flowers are the quintessential Mother’s Day gift, with over one-
fourth of all holiday flowers sold in the U.S. purchased for this 
beloved May holiday, mostly for mothers but also for wives and 
mothers-in-law. According to ProFlowers, while the majority of 
these flowers were fresh-cut (around 60%), a growing percentage 
of these special gifts were flowering or green houseplants. After 
all, fresh flowers, while a gorgeous addition to the decor short-
term, eventually wilt and die away; live plants are the gift that 
keeps on giving! Here are a few sought-after indoor plant choices 
for Mother’s Day gifting:

Orchids
Both elegant and beneficial for the atmosphere of the home 
– they absorb carbon dioxide and toxins like xylene and form-
aldehyde – orchids are not your traditional potted plant. They 
are epiphytes, which means that rather than growing in dirt, 
they grow on and derive moisture and nutrients from the bark 
of trees in the wild. Fascinating! These serene stunners have a 
reputation for being high-maintenance, so pass along these care 
instructions to Mom: Water weekly via ice cube; soft, indirect 
light; and plenty of humidity.

String of Pearls
This luxurious-sounding succulent is at the top of many ladies’ 
plant wish lists this year, with very little maintenance required to 
sustain its quirky, bubble-shaped leaves and attractive, cascad-

ing tendrils, which can grow up to 2 to 3 feet in length. String of 
pearls can also produce tiny, cinnamon-scented, white flowers, if 
provided with bright light, plenty of space to sprawl, and well-
drained soil.

Fiddle Leaf Fig
The fiddle leaf fig is having its moment right now, and for good 
reason: This fast-growing broadleaf evergreen, hailing from the 
tropical rainforest of Western Africa, instantly draws the eye 
and brings the drama in any room, with its vibrant, lush, vio-
lin-shaped leaves contrasted against its slim, prehistoric-looking 
trunk. It’s no surprise the fiddle leaf has been featured in near-
ly every major design blog or Instagram account over the last 
several years. This popular houseplant requires bright, indirect 
sunlight and infrequent watering, allowing soil to dry out almost 
completely in between.

Snake Plant
This eye-catching plant, also known as sansevieria or mother-in-
law’s tongue (ha!), is perfect for the lady in your life whose thumb 
might not be green; they are notoriously hard to kill! Low-main-
tenance snake plants are happy in all types of sunlight and only 
need watering when the soil is completely dry; they also help-
fully remove toxins such as formaldehyde and benzene from the 
home’s atmosphere. 
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S This section has been created to give you easier access when searching for a trusted real estate 

affiliate. Take a minute to familiarize yourself with the businesses sponsoring your magazine. These 

local businesses are proud to partner with you and make this magazine possible. Please support these 

businesses and thank them for supporting the REALTOR® community!

CLOSING LAW FIRM

Renfroe and Perilloux

(601) 932-1011

GENERATORS-

SALE & SERVICE

Generator 

Technologies, LLC

(601) 291-7899

www.Generator-Tec.com

GUTTERS

Dun-Rite Gutters, Inc.

(601) 605-0000

HOME INSPECTION

Benchmark Home 

Inspections

(601) 813-6287

Smith Home Inspections

(601) 310-3199

HOME WARRANTY

First American 

Home Warranty

(601) 212-4441

Home Warranty Inc.

(601) 255-8866

Home Warranty 

of America

(601) 572-7522

Old Republic 

Home Warranty

707-580-2460

my.orhp.com/

carenmessina

INSURANCE

Adam Ryan State Farm

Adam Ryan

(662) 251-5106

Andy Eaton 

Insurance Agency

(601) 939-0102

Jeff Zachary - 

State Farm Insurance

(601) 362-4100

LANDSCAPING

MGC Landscapes

(601) 906-2593

LAW

Herr Law Firm, PLLC

Lindsey Herr

(276) 732-8670

MOLD TESTING 

& REMEDIATION

Green Home Solutions

(601) 988-7840

MORTGAGE LENDER

Citizens National Bank

(601) 607-3725

www.yourcnb.com

Mississippi Mortgage

(601) 316-7326

www.mississippi

mortgage.com

NOLA Lending

(985) 612-2132

Planet Home Lending

(601) 421-9667

MOVERS/RELOCATION

Armstrong Relocation, 

United Van Lines

(601) 856-8504

PEST CONTROL SERVICES

Synergy2

(601) 624-6360

PHOTOGRAPHY & 

VIDEOGRAPHY

Abe Draper Photography

(662) 719-5707

Partee Photography

(601) 566-4568

REAL ESTATE 

TITLE/ATTORNEY

Luckett Land Title

(601) 622-8191

REAL ESTATE/

TITLE/MORTGAGE

Jernigan Copeland Title, LLC

(601) 427-0021

ROOFING

No Drip Roofing LLC

(601) 573-7323

ROOFING & 

CONSTRUCTION

Watkins Construction 

& Roofing

(601) 966-8233

www.watkins

constructioninc.com

ROOFING CONTRACTOR

Dickerson Contracting, LLC

(601) 502-4032

T&M Contractors

(601) 927-4556

TERMITE & PEST CONTROL

Abel’s Premier Pest

(601) 874-1187

Family Termite and 

Environmental Inc.

(601) 933-1014John Abel, Owner

Residential and Commercial 
All Inclusive Pest and Wildlife Company

abelspremierpests.com

If you need need Pest 
Control, including 

Termite Control and 
WDIR, Traps or 

Removal Service, 
call us at 

(601) 874-1187. 
Emergency Service is 

available.

AL L  TYPES  OF  SH INGLES   •   META L  ROOF ING (COMMERC IA L ,  R ES IDENT IA L ,  S TAND ING SEAM )
E PDM  •   T PO   •   MOD I F I ED    •   COPPER  AWNINGS    •   COPPER  DORMER  

COPPER  CH IMNEY  CAPS ,  T EE - P EES ,  CR ICKETS   •   S PEC IA L I ZE  IN  F IND ING ROOF  L EAKS

Satisfaction Guaranteed  •   In  business since 1996  •   L icensed / Bonded •   Free Estimates  •   Insurance claims 

T&M CONTRACTORS

Tyrone Keyes  •   601-927-4556  •   rbc2tyronek@gmail.com
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CREATING 
SPECIFICALLY DESIGNED FOR YOU

Beautiful Spaces, 

Whether you are
the agent, the seller,
the buyer, or the lender...

We can help you
with your closing.

601-427-0015
970 Ebenezer Boulevard  |  Madison, MS

* ALTA Best Practices Certi�ed
* TRID Certi�ed

Cathy Finch
c�nch@jctitlellc.com

Guilbert Gibson
ggibson@jctitlellc.com

TITLE, LLC
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NOTE
FAMILY TERMITE &
ENVIRONMENTAL

601-933-1014
www.family-termite.com • office@family-termite.com
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Contact info:
info@dickersonllc.com | (601) 502-4032

website: www.dickersonllc.com
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PUBLISHER’S
The March 23rd Social Night was 
a great Success! Over 100 people 
attended and enjoyed an evening of 
great food, fun and fellowship. There 
was lots of laughter and catching up 
after a long intermission in our quar-
terly events. A lot of amazing door 
prizes were also given away!
 
Thank you to The Burkleys and Deep 
South Custom Homes for opening 
their beautiful home which easily 
accommodated everyone.
 
Also, a HUGE thank you to our 
Sponsors who pay for these events. 
Without them, Social Nights would 
not be possible!
 
If you missed the last event, not to 
worry, we are already planning the 
next one!
  
We have our quarterly events to bring 
together the top 300+ REALTORS® 

in Central Mississippi and our Ad Partners in a fun, relaxed social 
atmosphere so they can meet and develop relationships. We want to 
celebrate the successes of these REALTORS® and at the same time 
introduce them to our ad partners. Our Sponsors and Ad Partners 
know how important the real estate industry is to the growth and 
success of their businesses. At the same time, REALTORS® can rest 
assured knowing if a business is one of our Ad Partners, they have 
come highly recommended by one of their peers.  
 
If you know of a business that works in 
the real estate industry and you think they 
would be a good fit as one of our Preferred 
Partners, contact us! We would love to dis-
cuss how we can connect them with more 
REALTORS® in the industry and produce 
more business!
 

Hope to see you at the next 
event and be sure to cele-
brate all the mothers in 
your life this month!

Dees
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Because of her experience of moving 
from one home to another, Leslie 
understands what her clients are 
experiencing as well. That kind 
of empathy is probably one of the 
reasons that Leslie is a top producer 
in the Central Mississippi real estate 
market. But her path to being a 
REALTOR® was not a straight one.
 
“I got married in 1995 and had my first 
two children in Baton Rouge. I had my 
third child in Jackson, and spent many 
years working in human resources. I 
ended up as Vice President of Human 
Resources for a casino in Baton 
Rouge.” That job became more stress-
ful for Leslie as it began to cut into 
precious family time. “I was having 
to work long hours during the week 
and every other weekend, and that’s 
difficult to do when you have active 
children at home.”
 

Leslie ended up leaving the HR world 
and focused on being a mom. She 
and her husband took a leap of faith 
when she quit her HR job and moved 
to Madison in June of 2000. “We 
built a home next door to my aunt, 
Sandi Mathews. She was a real estate 
broker who owned Sandi Mathews 
Realty, and she kept telling me to get 
my real estate license and go to work 
for her. I wasn’t even sure I wanted 
to work, but I went ahead and got my 
license in 2005.”
 
With a trial-by-fire approach, Sandi 
pushed Leslie, who ended up taking 
to real estate like a duck to water. “I 
wasn’t really sure I wanted to return 
to the working world.   But, I trusted 
her, so I got my license and then my 
aunt kind of threw me in. I had to 
learn quickly, but I am so glad she did. 
It was such a good decision for me.”
 
Two years later, Leslie got her broker’s 
license. “I wanted to get it as quickly 
as I could.” After getting her broker’s 
license, Leslie started her own com-
pany, LeDoux Properties, LLC. “Before 
I got my broker’s license, I established 
relationships with contractors in the 

Leslie LeDoux knows what it is like to move into a new home. “I 
lived all over the South as a child. We moved nine times before I was 
in the ninth grade!” Born in Mobile, Alabama, Leslie and her family 
moved all over until she ended up in Bastrop, Louisiana where 
she spent four years in high school. Opting to stay in Louisiana, 
Leslie attended Louisiana State University where she went straight 
through to earn her master’s degree in business in 1996.LeDoux

“I am Blessed to 
Do What I Do”

top producer
Written by Susan Marquez   |  Photography by Abe Draper Photography
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area. I have a great working relation-
ship with several contractors. We 
respect each other.”

 

The one builder who has been a 
huge part of Leslie’s business and 
success is Steve Rimmer. “I began 

working with Steve, listing the 
homes he builds. We have been 
working together for 15 years and 
have established a great partner-
ship.  Right now, he is starting a new 
subdivision in Gluckstadt, and I’m 
looking forward to working with him 
to sell homes there. Autumn Crest is 
the name of the new subdivision. The 
houses will be around 1,700 to 2,000 
square feet and construction should 
begin late June 2021.”
 
One of the things that has surprised 
Leslie about the real estate business 
is how easy it was for her to fit right 
into it. “Maybe my HR background 
helped because I understand peo-
ple and I also understand the legal 
aspects. But the thing I love the most 
is helping people, especially first-time 
home buyers. They are always so 

thankful, and I felt early on that they 
really needed my services.”

Leslie says she also loves how easily 
real estate fits around her schedule 
with her children. “I’ve hardly ever 
missed anything with them, but it 
used to be hard. Now I am in control 
of my own schedule, so I am more 
present. I can take a call anywhere 
and because of my job, our family has 
the opportunities we have and we get 
to enjoy each other more. That’s made 
it nice for me.”
 
Keeping her business small and man-
ageable is important to Leslie. “I am 
not a managing broker. I am a working 
broker and I am doing exactly what 
I love. Right now, I have one agent, 
Tracy Mason, but I’ve had up to three.”
 
Outside of work and family, Leslie stays 
active playing tennis and working out. 
“I’m on three tennis leagues and play 
three or four times a week. I also work 
out five or six times a week. I run and 
I do half marathons. I have done a half 
Ironman triathlon. It gives me a real 
sense of accomplishment. I also eat as 
healthy as possible, which helps me 
function at my best, but I also love to 
bake. I have a really good cake recipe 
and I can decorate a decent cake.”
 
A big do-it-yourselfer, Leslie and her 
husband, Charles “Joby” LeDoux, 
have worked to remodel their home. 
“I painted our entire house and we 
built the deck, which took two weeks. 
I have always wondered why we 
should pay someone else to do some-
thing we can do ourselves.”
 
This past Easter, Leslie had all  
her “chickens” home to roost for  
the family’s annual Easter Feast. 
“Easter is my favorite holiday and 
we do it up big. We usually have a 
big crowd.” It is also a time for Leslie 
to spend time with her children, 
Charlie (25), Emily (23) and Jack 
(20). “We are so blessed.”

Now I am in control of 
my own schedule, so I 
am more present. I can 
take a call anywhere 
and because of my 
job, our family has the 
opportunities we have 
and we get to enjoy each 
other more. That’s made 
it nice for me.
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Home renovation moving & storage
Organization & settling-in services
Appliance & specialty item dis-/reassembly

Agent for

ANDY EATON

Let Us Work for You and Your Clients by Providing 
the Best Home Insurance Rates Possible

We have many different companies to shop and compare rates

Andy Eaton Insurance Agency
Local Agent • Personal Service • Over 35 Years of Experience

601-939-0102 • aeaton9300@aol.com

ALBANY  •  ALBUQUERQUE  •  CHESAPEAKE  •  ATLANTA  •  AUSTIN  •  BALTIMORE  •  BOULDER

CHARLOTTE  •  CHICAGO  •  CINCINNATI  •  CLEVELAND  •  COUR D’ ALENE  •  COLORADO SPRINGS 

COLUMBUS  •  DALLAS  •  DAVENPORT  •  DAYTONA BEACH  •  DENVER  •  FT. WAYNE  •  GRAND RAPIDS

HOUSTON  •  INDIANAPOLIS  •  JACKSON  •  JACKSONVILLE  •  KANSAS CITY  •  LAS VEGAS  •  LINCOLN

LITTLE ROCK  •  LUBBOCK •  MILWAUKEE  •  MURRIETA  •  MONTERREY BAY  •  NASHVILLE  •  NEW ORLEANS

NEWPORT BEACH  •  NORTH DALLAS  •  NOVA  •  OAKLAND COUNTY  •  OKLAHOMA CITY  •  OMAHA

ORLANDO  •  PHILADELPHIA  •  PHOENIX  •  PITTSBURGH  •  PORTLAND  •  RALEIGH  •  SALEM  •  SAN DIEGO  

SEATTLE  •  SILICON VALLEY  •  SPOKANE  •  ST. LOUIS  •  TAMPA BAY  •  TEMECULA  •  TRI-CITIES  •  TRIAD  

TUCSON  •  TWIN CITIES  •  VIRGINIA BEACH  •  WASHINGTON D.C  •  WAYNE COUNTY  •  WEST VALLEY

WILMINGTON  •  YOUNGSTOWN  •  ALBANY  •  ALBUQUERQUE  •  CHESAPEAKE  •  ATLANTA  •  AUSTIN

BALTIMORE  •  BOULDER  •  CHARLOTTE  •  CHICAGO  •  CINCINNATI  •  CLEVELAND  •  COUR D’ ALENE

COLORADO SPRINGS  •  COLUMBUS  •  DALLAS  •  DAVENPORT  •  DAYTONA BEACH  •  DENVER  •  FT. WAYNE

GRAND RAPIDS  •  HOUSTON  •  INDIANAPOLIS  •  JACKSON  •  JACKSONVILLE  •  KANSAS CITY  •  LAS VEGAS  

LINCOLN  •  LITTLE ROCK  •  LUBBOCK •  MILWAUKEE  •  MURRIETA  •  MONTERREY BAY  •  NASHVILLE  •  

NEW ORLEANS  •  NEWPORT BEACH  •  NORTH DALLAS  •  NOVA  •  OAKLAND COUNTY  •  OKLAHOMA CITY  

AMERICA'S BEST REAL ESTATE AGENTS

R E C O G N I Z E D

BE PART OF THE NATIONAL REAL PRODUCERS MOVEMENT

FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM TODAY

@realproducers
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      SOCIAL 
NIGHT RECAP
Our March 23rd, Social Night was a 
huge success! Over 100 people came 
to enjoy the evening.

Many thanks to our Sponsors for mak-
ing this night happen!

Our Ad Partners provided almost 20 
door prizes which were given away, 
including a $1,000 cash prize!

Over 20 real estate agencies were 
represented at the March event.

We always enjoy sending our Features 
home with a framed copy!

MARCH 23 RD
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• Top Quality Gutter Installation, Repair & Cleaning Services

• Competitive Prices from Copper Gutters to Leaf Guards

• Free Estimates & Professional Consultation

• 2 Year Warranty on Installations

Dun-Rite Gutters, Inc.
Have it Done Right by Dun-Rite

We specialize in 6" half round Aluminum & Copper

Mark Dungan, Owner
601-605-0000
Madison, MS

www.DunRite-Gutters.com

7736 Old Canton Rd, Suite C
Madison MS 39110
601-856-8225

Lindsey@herrfirm.com

Providing closings
for the

tri-county area
and beyond.

601-371-1051
5625B 18 West  •  Jackson, MS 39209

nodriproofingcomp@gmail.com

L I C E N S E D  &  B O N D E D   |   F R E E  E S T I M AT E S   |   F I N A N C I N G  T H R O U G H  G R E E N S K Y

I N S U R A N C E  C L A I M S   |  A L L  T Y P E S  O F  R O O F  S Y S T E M S  |   FA M I LY  O W N E D

Full Service Roofing and Renovation
Construction Company

www.benchmark-inspections.com

Trusted Home
Inspection Services

   
    

Stephen Bryant  |  Owner
601.813.6287

benchmarkinspections@yahoo.com
MHIB #0780
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WORKS TO HELP 
REALTORS® SUCCEED
When Stephen Bryant headed up to Mississippi 
State University after graduating high school in 
Brandon, he was confident he wanted to go into 
landscaping. “I majored in landscape contracting, 
but my senior year of college I realized I didn’t want 
to do that.” So, he went into pharmaceutical sales. 
He and his wife, Melanie, moved to Nashville with 
his job, which they loved. “Nashville was such a 
fun place to live. But I had the opportunity to move 
back home with the same company, so we did.”
 
By 2010, the pharmaceutical industry was chang-
ing, and Stephen decided to leave the industry 
before the industry left him. “I went into construc-
tion sales, which was something I was familiar 
with.” Stephen worked his way up through the com-
pany, moving to Houston and taking a more chal-
lenging position, but after a while, he realized that 
is not what he wanted to do. “I was working hard 
for my family to do the best for them, but because 
of the hours I worked, I never got to see them. I told 
my boss that maybe I needed to go back into sales.” 
He was offered the north Mississippi territory, 
and the young family moved to Starkville. But his 
territory was large and he spent a lot of time on the 
road. “I had to look at other options for my life.”
 
Stephen looked at franchises and studied business 
plans, trying to decide what to do next. About the 
same time, he and Melanie felt led to move back to 
the Jackson area and they bought an old home to 
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renovate. That is when he had an “ah-ha” moment. 
“I paid $425 to have a home inspection done only 
to realize I didn’t learn anything about the house 
that I didn’t already know.” That started a process 
of inquiry until Stephen pulled the trigger on buying 
the coursework online. “It still took a year because I 
was working full time, renovating an old home, and 
raising children! That was a tough year.”
 
Stephen started Benchmark Inspections part-time 
while still working in his other job. He finally took 
a leap of faith. Leaving behind a car allowance, 
benefits and perks that come with a corporate 
job, Stephen made a full-time commitment to the 
company he founded. “I had always wanted to be a 
business owner, doing something I like to do.”
 
About the time he started his business, the Covid-
19 pandemic hit. Stephen was surprised that his 
business took off. “It goes to show you have to have 
faith in what you’re doing.” He started by reaching 
out to REALTORS® he knew. “I told them what I 
was doing and asked for the opportunity to serve 
their clients.” Benchmark Inspections continued 
to grow organically as REALTORS® referred him 

partner spotlight
Written by Susan Marquez  |  Photography by Abe Draper Photography
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to other REALTORS®. Fostering relationships 
with people and educating them on what he does is 
the cornerstone of Stephen’s business. “I let folks 
know I can offer professional, quality service, and 
I can articulately communicate with clients. That’s 
important, because when a REALTOR® refers me to 
their clients, the work I do reflects on them. I want 
them to feel confident with me.”
 
Explaining problems he finds to homeowners can 
be difficult, as often it may be news they don’t want 
to hear. “Some folks aren’t happy to hear what I 
find, but I talk it through with them, explaining what 
needs to be done. Often it’s not as big a deal as they 
had thought it might be.” Stephen explains that a 
home inspection is important for every home. “Most 
folks aren’t keen and aware of all the systems in a 
home. Having a trained inspector helps to protect a 
buyer’s investment. A home is the biggest expense in 
a monthly budget. People don’t want to take own-
ership in something that can be catastrophic down 
the road.” Benchmark Inspections finds problems or 
potential problems and works to get them corrected 
before they get out of hand.
 

Stephen and Melanie have two children, son Gaines 
(11) and daughter Emerson (8). The children are 
homeschooled by Stephen on Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday and they attend St. Augustine school on 
Tuesday and Thursday. “I pushed for homeschooling, 
then Covid forced it,” says Stephen. “The arrangement 
we have now works perfectly for us. It saves a lot of 
planning and I pack as much into the days they are in 
school as possible.” Melanie is an interior designer, 
so both can plan their own schedules to meet the chil-
dren’s school schedule. “It is such a blessing for me 
to spend time with them and disciple them,” Stephen 
says. “At the end of the day, I don’t measure success by 
the dollar amount in my bank account. It’s more about 
how I spend my time. That frees me up to think about 
possibilities for the future.”
 
While it may not always be easy, it is worth it for 
Stephen and his family. “Life is a journey,” he says. 
And the family has enjoyed the journey, spend-
ing time together on trips in their travel trailer. 
“I’m also a huge outdoor person. I am heading 
to Colorado soon to go fly fishing and back again 
in the fall to go elk hunting.” The children are 
involved in soccer and music. “Gaines plays the 
piano and I play the guitar, so that’s fun for us. All 
in all, I feel quite blessed to have the opportunity 
to do what I love while spending as much time 
with my family as possible.”
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Flowers are the quintessential Mother’s Day gift, with over one-
fourth of all holiday flowers sold in the U.S. purchased for this 
beloved May holiday, mostly for mothers but also for wives and 
mothers-in-law. According to ProFlowers, while the majority of 
these flowers were fresh-cut (around 60%), a growing percentage 
of these special gifts were flowering or green houseplants. After 
all, fresh flowers, while a gorgeous addition to the decor short-
term, eventually wilt and die away; live plants are the gift that 
keeps on giving! Here are a few sought-after indoor plant choices 
for Mother’s Day gifting:

Orchids
Both elegant and beneficial for the atmosphere of the home 
– they absorb carbon dioxide and toxins like xylene and form-
aldehyde – orchids are not your traditional potted plant. They 
are epiphytes, which means that rather than growing in dirt, 
they grow on and derive moisture and nutrients from the bark 
of trees in the wild. Fascinating! These serene stunners have a 
reputation for being high-maintenance, so pass along these care 
instructions to Mom: Water weekly via ice cube; soft, indirect 
light; and plenty of humidity.

String of Pearls
This luxurious-sounding succulent is at the top of many ladies’ 
plant wish lists this year, with very little maintenance required to 
sustain its quirky, bubble-shaped leaves and attractive, cascad-

ing tendrils, which can grow up to 2 to 3 feet in length. String of 
pearls can also produce tiny, cinnamon-scented, white flowers, if 
provided with bright light, plenty of space to sprawl, and well-
drained soil.

Fiddle Leaf Fig
The fiddle leaf fig is having its moment right now, and for good 
reason: This fast-growing broadleaf evergreen, hailing from the 
tropical rainforest of Western Africa, instantly draws the eye 
and brings the drama in any room, with its vibrant, lush, vio-
lin-shaped leaves contrasted against its slim, prehistoric-looking 
trunk. It’s no surprise the fiddle leaf has been featured in near-
ly every major design blog or Instagram account over the last 
several years. This popular houseplant requires bright, indirect 
sunlight and infrequent watering, allowing soil to dry out almost 
completely in between.

Snake Plant
This eye-catching plant, also known as sansevieria or mother-in-
law’s tongue (ha!), is perfect for the lady in your life whose thumb 
might not be green; they are notoriously hard to kill! Low-main-
tenance snake plants are happy in all types of sunlight and only 
need watering when the soil is completely dry; they also help-
fully remove toxins such as formaldehyde and benzene from the 
home’s atmosphere. 
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