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B A T O N  R O U G E

CELEBRATING MOMS

Keller Williams 
Red Stick Partners

CLONISE 
STEWART

ASHLEY GREER & KIM DAY

The Capital Home Team
DANYALE THIBODEAUX 

Craft Realty
AMY DUPLESSIS

eXp Realty
LISA ZATTA

Zatta Real Estate Group

HAPPY ONE-YEAR ANNIVERSARY TO US
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Established in 1981, locally managed. 

Serving our Community
and Louisiana in Residential

& Commercial Closings
#itmatterswhereyouclose

#brtitle

Celebrating Your Cl�ings
Since 1981

brtitle.com

3 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU!
Robert Adams | Branch Manager/Attorney

Alex Polito | Director of Business Development

10500 Coursey Blvd, Suite 100  |  Baton Rouge, LA 70816
225-291-1111

37283 Swamp Road, Suite 901  |  Prairieville, LA 70769
225-706-6130  |  C: 225-802-1811

9311 Bluebonnet Blvd, Suite C  |  Baton Rouge, LA 70810
225-769-5194  |  C: 225-603-7897

Mark Schoen | Division President/Attorney
Amy Lane | Branch Manager/Attorney

Keegan Wisdom | Branch Manager
Cathy Waggenspack-Landry | Director of Marketing
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Enter your favorite selfie with
your mom or kids for a chance
to win a $100 Bumble Lane Spa

Gift Certificate!

Photo Contest

Selfie Contest

Text all selfies to 
225-916-0057

by May 9th to be entered to win!
Winner will be announced May 10th
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D.R. Horton is an equal housing opportunity builder. Pictures, photographs, colors, features, and sizes are for illustration purposes only and will 
vary from the homes as built. Home and community information including pricing, included features, terms, availability and amenities are subject to 
change and prior sale at any time without notice or obligation. Advertisement applies to D.R. Horton Louisiana East of the Mississippi River. 3% 
commission is valid for the first D.R. Horton home closed between 1/1/21 and 12/31/21, 3.5% commission is valid for the second D.R. Horton home 
closed between 1/1/21 and 12/31/21, 4% commission is valid for the third D.R. Horton home closed between 1/1/21 and 12/31/21, 4.5% commission 
is valid for the fourth D.R. Horton home closed between 1/1/21 and 12/31/21, 5% commission is valid for the fifth and beyond D.R. Horton homes 
closed between 1/1/21 and 12/31/21. Offer valid only on new contracts and does not apply to transfers, cancellations, or re-writes. Key Club 
commission offer is subject to change without notice. Please contact a community sales representative for additional requirements for the Key Club 
commission program. This special commission incentive may not be used in conjunction with any other broker bonus or incentive. Promotion 
commission is subject to caps, if any, on total broker compensation imposed by the homebuyer’s lender. Commission will be paid at closing. 
Licensed Agent (not broker/partner) must be procuring cause. Cannot be transferred to another broker or agent. Maximum paid on any transaction 
will not exceed 5% total commission. Prices, plans, features, options, and co-broke are subject to change without notice. Additional restrictions
may apply. Homes must close to be counted for promotion. Cancellations do not count. All offers contained herein expire on 12/31/21.

Bellacosa
New Community in the Heart of Baton Rouge

Homes from the mid $200s

Darcy T.
Years of Experience - 10
Words to live by?
“The world is changed by people
who passionately, relentlessly care!
I continually strive for excellence 
for our customers as well as
D.R. Horton.”

Steven B.
Years of Experience - 11
What is the best thing about
being a Sales Counselor?
“It’s immensely rewarding when people 
choose your neighborhood to call home.
We take a lot of pride helping families find
the right place to live. Watching a new
community come to life never gets old!”

A B O U T  T H E  A G E N T S Have you heard about Key Club?
The Key Club rewards Real Estate Agents who consistently partner with D.R. Horton, Inc in 2021

• 3% Commission on your �rst closing • 3.5% Commission on your second closing
• 4% Commission on your third closing • 4.5% Commission on your fourth closing

• 5% commission on your �fth closing and beyond 

225.435.8205
LA-Bellacosa@drhorton.com
14244 Bellacosa Ave Baton Rouge LA 70817
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Planning Insurance Investments | 1 Smart Way, Suite 101 | Baton Rouge, LA 70810

ANDREW ACHARYBECCA MAYEUX

985.789.4930
Wealth Management Advisor

andrew.achary@nm.com

225.939.5671
Financial Representative
becca.mayeux@nm.com

YOU DREAM IT.
WE'LL HELP YOU LIVE IT.

DISCLAIMER: Any articles included in this publication and/or opinions expressed therein do not necessarily reflect the views of The N2 Company d/b/a Real Producers but remain 
solely those of the author(s). The paid advertisements contained within the Baton Rouge Real Producers magazine are not endorsed or recommended by The N2 Company or the 
publisher. Therefore, neither The N2 Company nor the publisher may be held liable or responsible for business practices of these companies.

If you are interested in contributing or nominating REALTORS® for certain stories, 
please email us at gina.miller@realproducersmag.com.

C O N T E N TS
TABLE OF M E E T  T H E  B ATO N  R O U G E  R E A L  P R O D U C E R S  T E A M

Breanna Smith 
Writer

Gina Miller 
Owner/Publisher 

225-337-3277

Kurt Miller, Sr  
Contributing Editor

Carolyn Foley 
Ad Manager

Aaron Cox 
Photographer

Kirk Robertson
Videographer

24
Real Pro-

ducer
Amy 

Duplessis

18
Publisher’s 

Note

20
Team Work

Ashley & 
Kim

36
Cover 
Story

Clonise 
Stewart

26
Question 

of the 
Month

28
Rising Star 

Danyale 
Thibo-
deaux

34
Broker 

Spotlight
Lisa 

Zatta

32
Partner 

Spotlight
We Love 

Our Moms



10 • May 2021 Baton Rouge Real Producers • 11@realproducers realproducersmag.com

���������������������������

����
	��������
�����
����������������
����
	��������
�����
����������������

�������������������������������������������������
�	�����������

�������������������������������������� ����������������������������� ��������

����������	��������������	��������������������������������������	�������������
����������������������������������
	���������
�

�����������

��������������������������
	�����

������������������������������������������������������������
������	������
���������������

	�����������	�

����������������������������������������������
��������

��������������
����������

�����������
������
�������

������

�����������
	�����

�����������
��������������
�����������������



12 • May 2021 Baton Rouge Real Producers • 13@realproducers realproducersmag.com
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S This section has been created to give you easier access when searching for a trusted real estate 

affiliate. Take a minute to familiarize yourself with the businesses sponsoring your magazine. These 

local businesses are proud to partner with you and make this magazine possible. Please support 

these businesses and thank them for supporting the REALTOR® community!

BUILDER

D.R. Horton

(281) 904-3081

www.drhorton.com

ELECTRICIAN

Circuit Breaker Electric LLC

Michael Webster

(225) 572-7963

FINANCIAL ADVISOR

Northwestern Mutual Wealth 

Management Company

Andrew Achary

(985) 789-4930

www.andrewachary.nm.com

Northwestern Mutual Wealth 

Management Company

Becca Mayeux

(225) 939-5671

www.beccamayeux.nm.com

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

Puebla

(225) 505-6734

www.pueblallc.com

HOME WARRANTY

Home Warranty of America

Lydia Hodges

(985) 869-6111

HWAHomeWarranty.com

Old Republic 

Home Protection

Webb Wartelle

(225) 241-2088

ORHP.com

INSPECTIONS

HDMK

Kiel Harton

14635 S. Harrell’s Ferry 

Suite 2B

Baton Rouge, LA 70816

(888) 401-4365

www.HDMK.net

Paragon Inspections

Scott Guidry

(985) 519-4343

www.paragoninspections

llc.com

INSURANCE

Ryan Rayburn State Farm

Ryan Rayburn

16044 Hwy 73 Ste 104B

Prairieville, LA 70769

(225) 677-7744

ryanrayburnagent.com

State Farm

Ross Garbarino

9844 Jefferson Hwy Ste 102

Baton Rouge, LA 70809

(225) 751-4840

www.garbarinosf.com

State Farm

Anna Jones

4811 Harding Blvd Ste A

Baton Rouge, LA 70811

(225) 356-1241

www.annamjones.com

INSURANCE AUTO - 

HOME - BUSINESS

Safesource Insurance

Aundrea Allen

(225) 300-4500

www.safesourceins.com

LANDSCAPING

MBG Lawn & Landscape

(225) 424-1000

www.mbglawnservices.com

MARKETING / BRANDING

Eminent Creations 

& Marketing

Henrietta Williams

(225) 933-3008

www.eminentcreations

andmarketing.com

MORTGAGE COMPANY

HomeKey Mortgage

Tiffany Sicard

(225) 341-0660

www.homekeymtg.com

MORTGAGE LENDER

DHI Mortgage

7700 Vincent Road

Denham Springs, LA 70726

(210) 889-7778

www.dhimortgage.com/

loan-officer/daismara-torres

Eustis Mortgage

17557 Old Jefferson Hwy

Prairieville, LA 70769

(225) 725-5626

www.LendingLouisiana.com

GMFS Mortgage

Ryan Larussa

4651 Durham Place

Baton Rouge, LA 70816

(225) 324-5633

www.gmfslending.com/

ryan.larussa

NOLA Lending Group, A 

Division of Fidelity Bank

(800) 220-2497

NOLALending.com

MORTGAGE LENDING

Key Lending Solutions

(225) 291-7901

www.keylending

solutions.com

MOVING COMPANY

ABBA Movers

(225) 384-6683

www.abbamovers.com

PLUMBING

Magnolia Plumbing LLC

Brook North

(225) 281-6037

ROOFING

Cypress Roofing

(225) 450-5507

www.cypressroofingla.com

TITLE ATTORNEY

MFB Title Solutions

(225) 810-4998

www.mfbfirm.com

TITLE COMPANY

Baton Rouge Title Company

9311 Bluebonnet Blvd Ste C

Baton Rouge, LA 70810

(225) 769-5194

www.brtitle.com

Commerce Title

(225) 308-9544

www.commercetitle.com

Fleur De Lis Title

Jeff LeSaicherre

(985) 277-5550

fdtitle.com

Gulf Coast Title

(225) 295-8222

www.gctitle.com

Titleplus

(225) 279-0999

www.titleplusla.com

TRANSACTION 

COORDINATOR

Executive Lady

(504) 669-4703

www.theexecutivelady.com

List to Close LLC

Brooke Stevens

(225) 317-9295

www.ListToCloseLLC.com

VIDEOGRAPHER

Robertson Enterprises LA

Kirk Robertson

(225) 276-1757

www.phocusphilms.com

Necole S. Weaver
Cell: (504) 669-4703

Office: (225) 435-9815
www.theexecutivelady.com

contract to CLOSED
Virtual Transaction Coordinators + PLUS

Contact us for a free consultation
THIS MONTH

 Happy Mother's Day!

Wishing You a

Follow us on social media 
Executive_Lady_

(225) 281-6037
Magnoliaplumbing@yahoo.com
P.O Box 83217 • Baton Rouge, LA 70884
www.magnoliaplumbingllc.com

We're Baton Rouge's Home Plumbing Experts! 
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4561 Durham Place, Suite C | Baton Rouge, LA 70816

225-214-5153

Ryan Larussa
Mortgage Loan O�cer

NMLS #96565

Siedda Hines
Mortgage Loan O�cer

NMLS #1581575

GMFS LLC is an Equal Housing Lender. All mortgages are originated by GMFS 
LLC at 7389 Florida Blvd. Suite 200A Baton Rouge, LA 70806. LA License 619. 

Products may not be available in all states. This advertisement is not a 
commitment to lend. All loans subject to credit approval.

Adam Woods
Mortgage Loan O�cer

NMLS #1779427

Experience for yourself
why so many of our

customers and partners refer 
GMFS Mortgage to their 

family, friends and clients!

You Deserve To Love The Way You Look
Turn Heads Everywhere You Go By Visiting Louisiana Laserderm

Abbie Woodard, CLS-A

13686 Coursey Blvd. Suite B | Baton Rouge, LA

Office: 225.490.9090
Cell: 225.571.4954

Laser Hair Removal
Laser Tattoo Removal
Complexion Improvement
Scar Revision
Anti-Aging Services
Body Contouring
Microblading
Facials
and MORE!

Brooke Stevens
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������������
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M A Y  2 0 2 0

C O N N E C T I N G .  E L E V A T I N G .  I N S P I R I N G . 

B A T O N  R O U G E

RISING STAR
REBECCA SOTILE-KNIGHT

PARTNER SPOTLIGHT
THE RYAN LARUSSA TEAM AT GMFS

THE BIG EVENT INVITATION
SAVE THE DATE!

ALSO IN THIS ISSUE

LEIGH
TOP PRODUCER

MOSS

TOP PRODUCER

ALSO IN THIS ISSUE

RISING STAR
DEANTÉ’ THOMAS

CELEBRATING LEADERS
ROBIN DESHOTELS AND LIZZIE BENZER  

PARTNER SPOTLIGHT
HDMK

B A T O N  R O U G E

C O N N E C T I N G .  E L E V A T I N G .  I N S P I R I N G . 

J U N E  2 0 2 0

ADAMS
Leigh

Darren 
James

J U L Y  2 0 2 0

C O N N E C T I N G .  E L E V A T I N G .  I N S P I R I N G . 

B A T O N  R O U G E

TOP PRODUCER

ALSO IN THIS ISSUE

RISING STAR
KATHERINE COGHLAN

NICHE AGENT
SARA GUMMOW

PARTNER SPOTLIGHT
SKINNY WIMP MOVING COMPANY

eXp Realty

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices

TOP PRODUCER

B A T O N  R O U G E

C O N N E C T I N G .  E L E V A T I N G .  I N S P I R I N G . 

A U G U S T  2 0 2 0

SHANE 
ROBERTSON

RISING STAR
MEGHAN DUNNE

BROKER SPOTLIGHT
SMART MOVE REAL ESTATE

PARTNER SPOTLIGHT
GULF COAST TITLE

LAUNCH PARTY DETAILS

ALSO IN THIS ISSUE

NICOLE

Realty  Executives

Top P roducer :

ROWELL
ALSO IN THIS ISSUE

RISING STAR
BRITTANY KENNEY

BROKER SPOTLIGHT
PATTON BRANTLEY

PARTNER SPOTLIGHT
CIRCUIT BREAKER ELECTRIC

S E P T E M B E R  2 0 2 0

C O N N E C T I N G .  E L E V A T I N G .  I N S P I R I N G . 

B A T O N  R O U G E B A T O N  R O U G E

C O N N E C T I N G .  E L E V A T I N G .  I N S P I R I N G . 

O C T O B E R  2 0 2 0

ALSO IN THIS ISSUE

RISING STAR
RICHARD SPEARS

PARTNER SPOTLIGHT
AUNDREA ALLEN WITH 
SAFESOURCE INSURANCE

BEFORE THEY 
WERE STARS

REAL PRODUCER

TIM
HOUK

CARRIE GODBOLD
REAL PRODUCER

N O V E M B E R  2 0 2 0

C O N N E C T I N G .  E L E V A T I N G .  I N S P I R I N G . 

B A T O N  R O U G E

Find Your Happy Place

D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 0

C O N N E C T I N G .  E L E V A T I N G .  I N S P I R I N G . 

B A T O N  R O U G E

THE ORIGINAL SIX
RE/MAX PROFESSIONAL

B A T O N  R O U G E

C O N N E C T I N G .  E L E V A T I N G .  I N S P I R I N G . 

J A N U A R Y  2 0 2 1

Sondra
HELLO, 2021

RISING STAR 
ERICKA QUEEN

PARTNER SPOTLIGHTS
PARAGON INSPECTIONS

THE HOMEKEY MORTGAGE TEAMRichard

F E B R U A R Y  2 0 2 1

C O N N E C T I N G .  E L E V A T I N G .  I N S P I R I N G . 

B A T O N  R O U G E

REAL PRODUCER
POWER COUPLES

RISING STAR

KELLY MITCHELL 

INDUSTRY LEADER

TONYA TOUPS GAUTREAU

PARTNER SPOTLIGHT

MFB TITLE SOLUTIONS

EVENT PHOTOS 

COVERS & COCKTAILS

MIKE AND JEN GENNARO
TREY AND WHITNEY WILLARD

STEVEN AND LAURA BUCK SMITH

B A T O N  R O U G E

C O N N E C T I N G .  E L E V A T I N G .  I N S P I R I N G . 

M A R C H  2 0 2 1

Ascension Realty 
of Louisiana

A P R I L  2 0 2 1

C O N N E C T I N G .  E L E V A T I N G .  I N S P I R I N G . 

B A T O N  R O U G E

REAL PRODUCER 

MARIE 
BROUSSARD 
Coldwell Banker ONE

RISING STAR

CHRISTIE FARRIS
KW Red Stick Partners

PARTNER SPOTLIGHT

The A Team at 
Eustis Mortgage

Page 20: Spring Network 

Event Information

Happy One-Year 
Anniversary, 

Baton Rouge Real Producers
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Aundrea Allen
Independent Insurance Agent

 O: (225)-300-4500 • M: (225) 333-6220 • aundrea@safesourceins.com

BEST COVERAGE. BEST RATES. ONE-ON-ONE SERVICE.

Happy Mother's Day
to ALL the Moms!

www.safesourceins.com

Michael Webster
O W N E R / E L E C T R I C I A N

Circuit
Breaker
Electric L.L.C.

circuitbreakerelec@gmail.com
OFFICE - 225.658.2903 | MOBILE - 225.572.7963

OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY
SATURDAY & SUNDAY BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

License No. 65239

publisher’s note

Me.

By Gina Miller

I’ve met with over 150 local 
REALTORS® to date and have 
gotten to know so many of you and 
hear your stories and I’m better for 
having been here. 

 “This is our mom boss issue and 
seeing as I’m a mom...and a boss...I 
thought I’d let you know a little bit 
about me.” 

And who better to let you know who I 
am than my daughters?!

Paige, Laken and Hannah Kate.

If anyone knows me, and knows me 
well, it’s them.

The Questions:

Your first vivid memory of me
What is a personal habit of mine
What do you remember me cooking
What makes me laugh
What makes me cry
What would I do if I won the lottery
What do I do to make you feel loved
Describe me in three words

The Answers:

Paige (30, married, two kids)
First vivid memory of you is hard to 
answer...for some reason I am drawn 
to think of events like you picking me 

up from school and seeing you in the 
crowd at school events.

You cooked chicken nuggets, ranch-
style beans and macaroni and cheese! 

What makes you laugh? Let’s be 
honest...I totally make you laugh. 
(She really does.)

Cry? I think you cry most when you 
question yourself...whether that be 
your past or potentials.

Lottery? You would totally take all 
of us on a dream vacation. We would 
make memories. I also think you 
would write a children’s book and 
purchase a beach house somewhere.

I feel super loved when you do acts 
of kindness. I know that sounds silly 
but laundry, cleaning house, buying 
something simple that you know I will 
like, or playing with my hair. There is 
just something about a mom’s touch. I 
appreciate those things because there 
is a lot of thought put into it and you 
are willing to give your time...that 
makes me feel loved.

Three words to describe you: Damn. 
Good. Mama. 

Laken (28, one child, one on the way!)

It’s hard to say...every memory you 
were there. My memory of you is just 
“present”...at all, doing all.

Your habit? Taking all the hot water 
for your baths!

You cooked taco soup, gumbo, rain-
bow beans...Ritz Chicken and I always 
remember your homemade gravy for 
breakfast that would be served in that 
white dish shaped like a cow. In high 
school, you made us Shiner Bock beer 
brownies...oh, and Lean Cuisines.

Cry? Driving away from us.

Lottery? Buy a lot of land and build 
all of us our own house so we could 
be close to one another. Your house 
would also have a long wooden 
farm-style table for family dinners 
that we’re not allowed to miss...and 
probably buy cute shoes.

You go above and beyond for all three 
of us. If you had 3 dollars you’d find a 
way to give us 4 if we needed it...and 
in times I should have been ashamed 
you loved me even harder and I’ve 
never had to hide who I am in fear of 
losing your love.

Three words: Creative. 
Loving. Courageous.
 
Hannah Kate (24, married, no kids...yet)

My first vivid memory is whenever 
I fell asleep with gum in my mouth 
and I ran into your room around 4 am 
because gum was wrapped all around 
me, in my hair, EVERYWHERE. You 
put me in the bath and began to put 
mayonnaise and peanut butter in my 
hair, trying to get it all out...Not to for-
get that we are both halfway asleep...I 
remember apologizing so much and 
you said, “It’s what I’m here for” and 
continued washing my gummy hair.

I honestly cannot think of any 
habits...that’s a good thing, I guess! 
Maybe fixing every crooked thing on 
the wall or straightening a picture 
on the coffee table...but I think we 
all have that habit. OCD runs in our 
blood, I swear!

Taco soup and Ritz Chicken! Yum!
Laugh? I think everything can give 
you a good laugh!

Distance makes you cry.

Lottery? You would give back to oth-
ers...then purchase land somewhere 
and build houses for all of us. You 
would build your dream home with 
your dream kitchen and a porch...
and of course purchase the prettiest 
porch swing! You would buy a new 
car and A LOT of shoes...You would 
give us the world.

You make me feel loved by simply being 
my mom...Your love. Your advice. Your 
courage. Your faith. Your endurance. 
Your passion. Just the thought of know-
ing that I am always loved, no matter 
what decisions I make, you will love 
me! I am just lucky enough to call you 
my mom and experience it!

Three words: Imaginative. 
Immaculate. Intelligent.

So there you have it...the me from the 
eyes that matter most to me.

Being a mom is a gift...We don’t need 
the breakfast in bed or the flowers 
...we don’t need your oops-I-forgot 
last-minute trip to the nearest store.

Save it.

Can I get a witness?

Perhaps I’m just speaking for myself, 
but I know enough mom friends to 
vouch for this declaration...

All we really need is for you to know 
us and love us anyway.

Love,

Gina, aka Damn. Good. Mama.

My Tribe: Ryan, Eli, Laken, John, Paige and Tatum, Me, Kurt, 
Hannah, Jordan. In front: Luke, Ella, Kurty.

Mom The 

in 
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team work

Ashley & Kim
Mom Friends. Mom Bosses.

Ashley Greer and Kim Day are the 
kinds of friends that finish each 
other’s sentences and have entire 
conversations with just eyes and 
smiles. Together, alongside Cade 
Harris, they are co-owners of The 
Capital Home Team Group with 
Keller Williams Realty. 

The two share a glance and giggle 
when asked how they met. They hit it 

off immediately after meeting as dance 
moms, Ashley said, and the two have 
been raising their kids together as a 
tag-team ever since. Their husbands 
even share the same name – Jason.

Both have perfected the “I’m on the 
phone with a client” look – a glance 
strong enough to make a car full of 
five kids go silent instantly. 

“It’s a challenge to raise kids as much 
as it is fun,” Ashley said. 

Ashley’s daughters Madeleine and 
Abigail have grown up alongside Kim’s 
three children, Alexus, Gracie and 
Trace – the baby and only boy of the 
group. But their kids are not all that 
has grown up over the course of their 
friendship. Nine years ago, Ashley 

convinced Kim to make the leap from 
paraprofessional in Special Education 
to REALTOR®. The two started the 
Greer-Day Group and never looked 
back. About four years ago, they met 
Cade Harris and The Capital Home 
Team took off, quickly evolving into 
four teams across two states.

“Sometimes it’s not a plan, you just 
run across the right opportunity at 
the right time,” Ashley said. “We ran 
across Cade at the right time, not nec-
essarily looking for a third partner but 
he has talent that we couldn’t pass up.” 

Then, another opportunity arose. 
Madeleine, Ashley’s daughter, joined 
the team and is helping develop the 
business in the Northshore and New 
Orleans areas. 

“There was definitely a time in my 
life and hers, where we couldn’t 
go on vacation and not answer the 

Listen. Never make 
them feel uncomfortable 

talking to you.
KIM
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phone,” Ashley said. Because of 
their team, they are able to give 
back and take time for themselves 
more often. Recently, the two 
went to Cabo and did what they 
once thought impossible – left 
their phones in the room for an 
entire day at the beach. 

The two share an incredible work 
ethic, fondness for sunny days 
spent on the beach and the same 
parenting philosophy. “Listen. 
Never make them feel uncomfort-
able talking to you,” Kim said.

It’s a challenge to raise kids as much as it is fun.

ASHLEY



24 • May 2021 Baton Rouge Real Producers • 25@realproducers realproducersmag.com

Helping first-time homebuyers is a lot like parenting. It’s 
one reason Amy Duplessis with Exp Realty loves that 
segment of her business and excels at it. She uses the 
same principles for her clients that she has perfected as a 
mother of three – listen carefully, guide gently and always 
be available to offer sound advice. 

“Kind of like being a mom. You take them under your wing 
and explain everything,” Amy said. “It’s really like parent-
ing. You’re guiding them and trying to give them the best 
advice that you can.” 

Amy and Jason have three children, Jas, 27, and Ali and 
Aja, 25, who are all married and moved out. The former 
boutique owner retired about seven years ago, but retire-
ment didn’t stick.

“That lasted one month because I am not a stay-at-
home person…I was talking to the dogs, and they 
weren’t talking back,” she said, laughing. 

She leads by example with her kids, clients and in her 
community, striving always to show kindness, be present 
and lend a helping hand. 

“I hope people can see Christ in me,” she said. 

The best way to be there for someone, especially your 
children, is to be present. The art of giving advice is one 
Amy has become an expert at, thanks to her kids. Say it 
once, maybe twice, then be present when they’re willing 
to take you up on it. Her new granddaughter has renewed 
her appreciation for the simple act of being present. She 
and her husband Jason start their days snuggling Palmer, 
who is now four months old.

“We wake up at 6:30, hurry up and go to our 
daughter’s house. We wake her up, give her a bot-
tle, love on her, then come home and get dressed.”

It can be difficult to remain present in parenthood 
day-to-day, but Amy offers encouraging words for 
moms in the throws of all it takes to make it happen 
- don’t sweat the small stuff. 

“As moms, you’re worried about the laundry, or 
supper or whatever…Laundry will always be there, 
but your child’s first steps – that’s once in a life-
time,” she said. “You need to just love on those kids 
because they grow and go, and you’re left empty 
nested…talking to the dogs that don’t talk back.”

real producer

Guiding and Full of Light

I hope people can 
see Christ in me.AMY DUPLESSIS

Amy and her children, Jas, Aja and Ali
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question of the month

Best Advice 

Your Mom Ever 

Gave You?

No one is perfect! Don’t expect perfection, expect them 
to do their best! – KAREN MOORE

Just showing up is half the battle. – RYN JONES

Better be careful because that toe you’re stepping on 
today is attached to the behind you’ll be kissing tomor-
row. So just be kind. – JILL LEMOINE

You can catch more flies with honey than with vinegar.
 – NATAHA ENGLE

It’s not our job to judge people, live and let live, this too 
shall pass. – STACEY BOUDREAUX

Treat people the way you want to be treated, and always 
do your best. –  MICHELLE KNOBLOCH

Love people, not things. Be a great steward of all the 
people God places in your life. That is how we show 
others God’s love. And, that is how you would want 
someone to treat you. – ALEX POLITO

Be able to give your kids anything they want, then don’t. 
– KELLY TEMPLE

Never let a broken heart stop you from loving people. 
– ASHLEY GREER

The Right Loan...The Best Terms...The First TimeThe Right Loan...The Best Terms...The First Time
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Directors, and readers like you, we’re able to break the 
chains of this horrible reality. 
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rising star

MOM TO A MIRACLE

By Breanna Smith

Photos by Aaron Cox

The journey to motherhood was not easy for Danyale Thibodeaux, but 
worth every moment. Miracles don’t happen on our schedule. They 
happen at the best time.

After 15 years of waiting, praying and countless doctor visits, Danyale 
and her high school sweetheart Brian welcomed Anna Catherine into the 
world. Weighing a single pound and 11 inches long – shorter than a sheet 
of paper –  their daughter faced seemingly insurmountable struggles.DANYALEThibodeaux
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“She’s fought from the first breath she’s taken, and 
she didn’t even know what she was fighting for,” 
Danyale said. 

Danyale knew her life would change the 
moment she met Anna Catherine, but the 
prospect of a new career hadn’t yet crossed 
her mind. After 9 months in NICU and more 
than two dozen surgeries, Danyale was out 
of maternity leave and sick time. She had 
decisions to make for her family and left 
her 17-year career in the banking industry to 
trust that more miracles were on their way. 

And where there is great love, there 
are miracles.

Danyale stayed by Anna Catherine’s side every 
day, through countless surgeries and providing 
around-the-clock care. At three-years-old, Anna 
Catherine’s health stabilized and with the help 
of her mother-in-law, a registered nurse, and 
another caregiver, Danyale began focusing on her 
career again. 

In 2017, equipped with decades 
of experience in contracts, 
leasing, audits and cus-
tomer service, Danyale 
found real estate.

“Anna Catherine was 
the driving force 
behind that leap 
of faith,” Danyale 
said without her, she 
would not be in this 
profession at all.

“It is a really great career to 
consider.  It gives you so much flexi-
bility to make sure you do not have to miss anything 
with your children so you are able to contribute 
financially to your family without the guilt of miss-
ing everything because you have a 9-to-5 job.”

Real estate can be all-consuming.

Danyale encourages others to breathe, and know 
they cannot fix all of the problems nor help every-
one. “I have learned to simply say no.”

“Don’t let others 
feed into what 
you should or 
shouldn’t do.” 

With less than four years in real estate, Danyale sits among the 
rankings of REALTORS® with years of knowledge and experience. 
She works at Craft Realty and she has the utmost respect from her 
friends, clients and peers within the real estate industry.  

“Her heart and love for others shows in how she treats 
people. She has been through a lot and yet if she 

finds you have a need she will try to meet it. She 
is selfless,” said Alex Polito, Director of Business 
Development at Baton Rouge Title Company. 

Taking time to nurture herself in between being 
a wife and mom and top producing REALTOR®, 
Danyale enjoys cooking, organizing, needlepoint 

projects and volunteering at OLOL Children’s 
Hospital.  “I was selected to serve on the parent com-

mittee board by a couple of Anna Catherine’s doctors.” 

Fertility may seem a taboo subject, but it’s a journey many 
people are walking. Danyale seeks to empower those struggling 
with the comforting reminder that someone else’s path is not 
your own. 

“It’s important to only share that with people you want to share 
it with – you don’t have to give that to the whole world,” she said. 
“Don’t let others feed into what you should or shouldn’t do.” 

The same goes for motherhood. 

“Give yourself grace…I think sometimes we conform to other peo-
ple and what their expectations are, and sometimes that’s just not 
our plan.”
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Lisa Zatta is not afraid to step up 
to the plate. With three teen-
agers, a four-year-old, and two 
more in their 20s, for a total of 
six kids between her and her 
fiance, Darin Pizzalato, there 
isn’t much that can unnerve Lisa.

The Broker-Owner of Zatta 
Real Estate Group is calm 
under pressure, scheduled to a 
T, and proof that there is such 
thing as balance. 

“It starts with running your 
schedule, so it doesn’t run you,” 
she said. 

Lisa has always taken her sched-
ule seriously, but a few years ago 

Lisa’s Family. Top Row: Dylan, Darin, Lisa, Rachel. 
Bottom Row: Morgan, Natalie, Mia, Allye

Children are near and dear to Lisa’s heart - both her 
own and those she may never know. Lisa once served 
as a Court Appointed Special Advocate for Abused 
and Neglected Children in Foster Care (CASA). In 
that role, she advocated as a neutral party on behalf 
of children in foster care. As she spent more time 
with them, she found it more and more difficult 
to be neutral as their needs and stories tugged on 
her heart, but as a neutral party there was nothing 
outside of the courtroom she could do to help. So she 
found a way. She has continued to work with CASA, 
now organizing the annual Christmas collections to 
give toys and much-needed items to children .

“Innocent children who have been dealt an unfair 
hand are my passion,” she said. “I have my children 
participate as well so they can grow up learning to 
always help those that are in need.”

Lisa, a Central native and former Paralegal, always 
wanted to work for herself. She owned a local 
boutique, but the hours were demanding. While 
running the store, she studied and earned her real 
estate license. 

“Lots of prayer and the best, most understanding 
and loyal clients ever have made it possible, as well 
as having a fiance’ that never hesitates to jump in 
and help out,” she said. 

She’s ranked in the top 15% of real estate agents 
within the Greater Baton Rouge MLS from 2015 to 
present, and was the top producing agent award 
recipient for two consecutive years before opening 
her own brokerage. But most importantly to her, 
she’s shown her daughters that anything is possible 
with prayer, perseverance, and hard work. 

“I have all girls so it’s been crucial that I teach them 
the value of independence and standing up for what 
they believe in. 
Prayer is powerful. 
Character and loy-
alty are invaluable. 
Loyalty is looking 
out for the ones we 
love, even when we 
may not feel like it.”

broker spotlight
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STEPPING UP

By Breanna Smith

when she took custody of her 
youngest, she knew it would 
become crucial. She was wor-
ried how it would work out, 
adding in a new set of activi-
ties and times to her schedule, 
but she stepped up to the plate 
anyway. Being a “sphere of 
influence REALTOR®” has 
been invaluable in making it 
work, she said.

“I have had the best clientele,” 
she said. “Everybody accom-
modates my schedule, so it 
has really, really worked out 
– and she’s been a blessing. I 
thought I was helping her, but 
the joy she brings has helped 
us both.” 
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cover story
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From a decade-long career as 
an elementary school teacher 
to raising three children of 

her own, Clonise Stewart with Keller 
Williams Realty Red Stick Partners 
just gets kids. 

Although it’s hard to believe now, 
she was a sassy young lady who 
often found herself across from the 
principal’s desk. Not being the perfect 
student made her the best teacher 
many of her students ever had. 

“I knew I wanted to help them not get 
into trouble and be better, so I was so 
passionate about letting – especially 
troubled kids – know somebody loves 
you, somebody cares, and there’s 
somebody that’s going to help you get 
to the next grade.”

She was the teacher that always had 
her student’s backs, advocating on 
their behalf when they found them-
selves in that same seat across from 
the principal. 

“I feel, especially for the younger ones 
that are so innocent, that they need 
someone to trust and to nurture them.” 

She still holds tight to that passion 
as a volunteer through Top Ladies of 
Distinction Inc., Nonpariel Chapter 
a nonprofit organization, serving 
as the Event Chair for the Hats on 
Fundraiser for Top Teens of America 
Scholarship funds and Chairperson of 
the Annual Christmas Toy Drive for 
kids in homeless shelters.

Clonise raised her children, Mark, 33, 
Isaiah, 27, Marnise, 23, and stepchil-
dren, Marcus, 43, and Markisha, 40, 
with the same philosophy she used 
while teaching – above all, make sure 

kids know they are loved. 

As preacher’s kids, or PKs as she 
affectionately calls them, she knew 
they would feel pressure to be per-
fect, but she and her husband of 35 
years, Mark Stewart, have made good 
on their promise that the pressure 

would never come from them - only 
acceptance and love. 

“We let them live and make their 
mistakes,” she said. “The Bible tells us 
you should train up a child in the way 
he should go and when he grows old he 
will not depart from it. So we instilled 
the Word of God and trust in God that 
they’ll make the right decisions.”

Clonise’s youngest Marnise works as 
her administrative manager and Mark 
and Isaiah have built businesses that 
often coincide with her real estate 
business. Mark is a graphic designer 
and photographer, and Isaiah owns 
a pressure washing company. They 
are a close-knit family, thanks to the 
peace in knowing they will always be 
loved and accepted. 

“God will make a way. Without family 
to share the benefits of being success-
ful, it all means nothing,” she said. 
“My kids are my everything – we 
laugh, we talk, I just love the relation-
ship that me and my kids have.”

Clonise and daughter, Marnise, her 
Administrative Manager.

Without family to 
share the benefits of 
being successful, it all 
means nothing.

S T E W A R T
Loved & Accepted

Clonise
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