BATON ROUGE

REAL P SDUCERS.

CONNECTING &8 W G. INSPIRING.

TA
%@

Ascension RealtyL
of Louisiana

MARCH 2021



Your Home Loan Specialists
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NOLA Lending Group has the experience and expertise to guide home buyers through the financing process quickly
and effectively, With Loan Production offices in Baton Rouge and Prairieville, plus all over the South, our lending
specialists can assist your clients in determining which type of loan is the most appropriate and affordable. Nobody

knows Baton Rouge like NOLA Lending Group.

Experienced Attorneys Handling Real Estate Closings, Litigation, and Mineral Law.
A Title Company backed by a Full Service Law Firm

» RD Loans—Finance up to 100% of home value’
e Purchases & Refinance
* Local Lenders with Personal Touch

s WA Loans
* Conventional & FHA Loans
¢ Jumbo & Condo Loans

Charles G. Blaize, Jr.

A NOLA 7\ BN MANAGING PARTNER

LENDING GROUP
A Division of Fidelity Bank y
Loan Production (Mfice = . . . .
; chlaize@mfbfirm.com | 10101 SiegenLn. | Bldg4, Suite A
Baton Rouge, LA70810 | Phone: (225) 810-4998 | Fax: (225)810-4999
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PREFERRED PARTNERS

This section has been created to give you easier access when searching for a trusted real estate

affiliate. Take a minute to familiarize yourself with the businesses sponsoring your magazine. These

local businesses are proud to partner with you and make this magazine possible. Please support

these businesses and thank them for supporting the REALTOR® community!

BUILDER

D.R. Horton

(281) 904-3081
www.drhorton.com

BUILDER/DEVELOPER
OnSite Design LLC
(225) 388-5282
www.onsiteDD.com

ELECTRICIAN

Circuit Breaker Electric LLC
Michael Webster

(225) 572-7963

FINANCIAL ADVISOR
Northwestern Mutual Wealth
Management Company
Andrew Achary

(985) 789-4930
www.andrewachary.nm.com

Northwestern Mutual Wealth
Management Company
Becca Mayeux

(225) 939-5671
www.beccamayeux.nm.com

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
Puebla

(225) 505-6734
www.pueblallc.com

HOME WARRANTY

Home Warranty of America
Lydia Hodges

(985) 869-6111
www.HWAHome
Warranty.com

Thanks so much!! We appreciate you!!

Old Republic
Home Protection
Webb Wartelle
(225) 241-2088
www.ORHP.com

HOUSEHOLD ASSEMBLY
AND INSTALLATION
Experienced ARMS

(504) 495-3905

HVAC SERVICES
Cajun Coolers
Branden Brignac
(225) 456-1335

INSPECTIONS

HDMK

Kiel Harton

14635 S. Harrell’'s Ferry
Suite 2B

Baton Rouge, LA 70816
(888) 401-4365
www.HDMK.net

Paragon Inspections
Scott Guidry

(985) 519-4343
www.paragoninspections
llc.com

INSURANCE

State Farm

Ross Garbarino

9844 Jefferson Hwy Ste 102
Baton Rouge, LA 70809
(225) 751-4840
www.garbarinosf.com

INSURANCE AUTO -
HOME - BUSINESS
Safesource Insurance
Aundrea Allen

(225) 300-4500
www.safesourceins.com

LANDSCAPING

MBG Lawn & Landscape
(225) 424-1000
www.mbglawnservices.com

MARKETING / BRANDING
Eminent Creations

& Marketing

Henrietta Williams

(225) 933-3008
www.eminentcreations
andmarketing.com

MORTGAGE COMPANY
HomeKey Mortgage
Tiffany Sicard

(225) 341-0660
www.homekeymtg.com

MORTGAGE LENDER
Eustis Mortgage

17557 Old Jefferson Hwy
Prairieville, LA 70769

(225) 266-0109
www.LendingLouisiana.com

GMFS Mortgage

Ryan Larussa

4651 Durham Place
Baton Rouge, LA 70816
(225) 324-5633

MORTGAGE LENDING
Key Lending Solutions
(225) 291-7901
www.keylending
solutions.com

MOVING COMPANY
ABBA Movers

(225) 384-6683
www.abbamovers.com

PERSONAL TRAINERS

VP Health & Fitness

Patrick & Victoria Van Duzee
(985) 201-4320

PHOTOGRAPHY

Aaron Cox

(318) 453-1609
www.aaroncoxphoto.com

PLUMBING

Magnolia Plumbing LLC
Brook North

(225) 281-6037

PRESSURE WASHING &
WINDOW CLEANING
Cleanse Tech

Ron Overstreet

(225) 937-8748

PRINTING SERVICES
It’s Just Print
(225) 439-3151

ROOFING

Cypress Roofing

(225) 450-5507
www.cypressroofingla.com

TITLE ATTORNEY
MFB Title Solutions
(225) 810-4998
www.mfbfirm.com

TITLE COMPANY
Commerce Title

(225) 308-9544
www.commercetitle.com

Fleur De Lis Title
Jeff LeSaicherre
(985) 277-5550

Gulf Coast Title
(225) 295-8222
www.gctitle.com

Titleplus
(225) 709-3500
www.titleplusla.com

TRANSACTION
COORDINATOR

Executive Lady

(504) 669-4703
www.theexecutivelady.com

List to Close LLC
Brooke Stevens
(225) 317-9295

VIDEOGRAPHER
Brady Crane

(225) 252-3989
www.CraneRealEstate
Video.com

Robertson Enterprises LA
Kirk Robertson

(225) 276-1757
www.phocusphilms.com

i

www.gmfslending.com/
Cissy Whittington

Netary Settlement Agent
& Marketing Manager

John Murphey
Notary Settlement Agent
& Marketing Manager

David Morgan
Attorney

State Farm ryan.larussa

Anna Jones

4811 Harding Blvd Ste A
Baton Rouge, LA 70811
(225) 356-1241
www.annamjones.com

NOLA Lending Group,

A Division of Fidelity Bank
(800) 220-2497
www.NOLALending.com

Competitive Standard Rates ¢ Customized Fee Structures
Sa(iint Amant State of the Art Technology ¢ Proactive, Consistent Communication
eismar

Gonzales

Sorrento Darrow
Donaldsonville Prairieville
Livingston Walker

Baton Rouge
Denham Springs

French Settlement Locally Owned, Independent Real Estate Title Company based in the Greater Baton Rouge Area

5 Locations To Serve Youl! E

225-709-3500 » www.titleplusla.com ¢ info@titleplusla.com
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MEET THE

BATON ROUGE

REAL PRODUCERS TEAM

Carolyn Foley

Kurt Miller, Sr
Ad Manager

Gina Miller
Contributing Editor

Owner/Publisher
225-337-3277

Kirk Robertson
Videographer

Brady Crane
Videographer

Aaron Cox
Photographer
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Writer
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!.- CLOSE WITH CONFIDENCE"

225-673-2101

PERKINS « BLUEBONNET « ASCENSION

225-769-8800 225-292-9130

v WWW.COMMERCETITLE.COM
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DY publisher’s note | s einaminer

ANTICIPATION

We love any chance we get to gather
with our family in Texas, but as much
fun as we have, leaving is never easy...
for any of us. On our most recent vis-
it, we barely made it out of the drive-
way when my phone rang...om,
Luke is having a really hard time. Can
you come back for a minute?”

I'll be right there.

I walked back in my daughter’s house
to find the sweetest 5-year-old boy
with crocodile tears streaming down
his face as he struggled to catch his
breath in between sobs.

How on God’s green earth am I sup-
posed to drive back to Baton Rouge?!
Distance is hard on adults, but we un-
derstand “I’ll see you again”, whereas
children have yet to fully grasp the
concept of time.

Oh Luke.

I'm so sorry.

I miss you, too.

Every. Day.

Let’s think of ways to stay connected.
We decide on handwritten letters.
Some good old-fashioned letters
tucked inside envelopes with stamps
that travel across the miles.

I promised I would write the first
letter...and I did, but the letter did
not arrive.

I mean it did eventually, but oh my
goodness, the waiting was excruciating.
It took 3 weeks! Do you know how
long 3 weeks is to a five-year-old?
Forever. That’s how long.

The delay?

A tiny mint.

Yep.

I always carry mints in my purse and
Luke will ask several times a day if he
can have a mint. I am his grandmother,
so the answer is always, yes. What
kind of grandmother would I be if T
said, no?! Sometimes he even gets
ownership of the tin. That is a big deal
to him...and to me, because it is to
him. So, it’s only natural that I would
place a mint in his handwritten letter.
Something to make it personal. Well,
let me tell you that little extra-ness
cost us time and money. Three weeks
and fifteen cents. And it cost the
nerves of a mom that had to answer
fifteen times a day that the letter had
yet to arrive. Sor7y, Paige. The letter
was waiting at the post office and
would not be delivered because there
are rules and the rules said it exceeded
the weight limit allowed by my forever
stamp valued at fifty-five cents.

Rules are rules. It takes me 11 hours
without stopping to get from my
house to his. So, I think seventy cents
to deliver a piece of me that will one
day be a memory, across those miles
and hours is justified and magical.
Mail is magical. It requires a little
patience, but patience is a virtue.

If you want to win my heart...write
me a letter.

“The idea of waiting for something
makes it more exciting.”

- Andy Warhol

I hope you’re enjoying the waiting on
and receiving of this publication in
your mailbox. This is our 11th issue!

‘We celebrate our One Year Anniver-

sary of Baton Rouge Real Producers in
just two months! Remember, it’s because
of our awesome Preferred Partners that
any of this happens! We are so grateful for
them and love connecting you with them
so reach out if you need an introduction!
Connecting is what we do!

‘We were happy to have several new
businesses join us for this March edition.
Businesses first recommended by some top
producing REALTORS® who know how im-

portant it is to work with the absolute best!

Say HELLO to:

Brook North with Magnolia Plumbing

Matt Carr and his team at D.R. Horton
Henrietta Williams with Eminent Creations
& Marketing

Kirk Robertson with PhocusPhilms

Caprice Cline and her sweet family at
Cypress Roofing

Jeff LeSaicherre and everyone at Fleur de
Lis Title

We are growing and my heart is full. I pray
the anticipation of this publication in your
mailbox each month half matches that of

my grandson waiting on his first handwrit-

ten letter from his Louisiana Grandma...

aka Bunny.

Happy March,

Gina

[)) N2DIGITAL

BRING YOUR WEBSITE TO LIFE!

HOME PROJECTS
MADE EASY!
TN

Your business should be
bringing in more leads
but your website is
holding you back!

www.digitaln2.com

Purify Every Cubic Inch of Air That Your
Central Air Conditioning System Reaches

; Branden Brignac 225-456-1335  ..c

<=EViE - HADS

CAJUN COOLERS cajuncoolerslic@gmail.com

HEATING & AIR

Comforimaker
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GULE COAST

WWW.GCTITLE.COM

CHECK OUT OUR NEW LOCATION
IN THE MERCANTILE OFFICE PARK

RMGELA GRAUGNARD BILL ADCOCK BHHFHIE SCHWRRTIBERG
Atinmey at Law Atbomey at Law Attorney at Law
Closing mlist

(225) 295-8222

44173 BHJEBE]NNET BLVD STE A BATON ROUGE, LA
170 HWY 42 SPRINGFIELD, LA

55 F (©) inl =
@GCTITLELA
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MAGNOLIA PLUMBING

Revidential and Comamercial

We're Baton Rouge's Home Plumbing Experts!

-

THE DEFINITION OF

af’uﬁ,/é

IS HAVING YOU
AS MY

-5

Branded Apparel

Promotional Products

Closing & Referral Gifts
Creative Marketing Campaigns

AGminent

CREATIONS & MARKETING
(225) 933-3008

www.eminentpromo.com

Professional and Preferred

FU RNITURE ASSEMB[Y

C'am.'merdaf and Residential Service
EXPERIENCED
A RIVIS

Follow Us On Instagram: @experienced_arms

[833) 832-2767

www.expe riencedarms.com

AN
PUEBLA

CONSTRUCTION | REMODELING | MAINTENANCE

INSPECTION RESOLUTION REPAIRS

Siedda
| A\UalTl VVOC
Mortgage Loan Offlcer Mortgage Loan Officer Mortgage Loan Officer

Roof Repair/Replacement
Electrical Repair

Drywall Repair
Plumbing/Sewer
Interior/Exterior Paint

Siding/Stucco
Windows
Doors

Trim Work
Concrete

HVAC Repair/Replacement Flooring Installation

LICENSED AND INSURED

info@pueblallc.com | www.pueblallc.com
(225) 505-6734

L fIOF

Experience for yourself
why so many of our
customers and partners refer
GMFS Mortgage to their
family, friends and clients!

AN

lines Ryan Larussa

. NMLS #1779427 NMLS #1581575 NMLS #96565

m
GMES MORTGAGE

4561 Durham Place, Suite C | Baton Rouge, LA 70816

225-214-5153

GMEFS LLC is an Equal Housing Lender. All mortgages are originated by GMFS
LLC at 7389 Florida Blvd. Suite 200A Baton Rouge, LA 70806. LA License 619.
Products may not be available in all states. This advertisement is not a
commitment to lend. All loans subject to credit approval. W ]
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P> broker spotlight

By Breanna Smith
Photos by Aaron Cox

Engel & Volkers

manda Parfait decided to take her real es-

tate business to the next level by investing

in the Engel & Volkers franchise for the
Greater Baton Rouge area. Engel & Volkers - a pri-
vately owned, German firm known for its global ex-
pertise in luxury real estate. Their vision is to drive
thousands of professionals who represent Engel
& Volkers worldwide and link together the aspira-
tions of discerning individuals around the world, be
it in private or business context —with total passion.
To achieve this vision, they have established a set

of core values: competence, exclusivity and passion.

After many years of being in an executive corporate
leadership role as the supervisor of multi-family,
commercial and short term rental properties, start-
ing a real estate company was a natural progression
in Amanda’s business plan. She learned from the
best — Beth Kobeszko, a dear friend and Amanda’s
first broker who founded the Slidell and Mandeville
areas first Engel & Volkers brokerage in 2016. Beth
has encouraged Amanda since she was licensed in

2002, and with her expertise, pushed her towards

success. She believed in Amanda, making her be-

lieve in herself.

“We all know once you truly believe in yourself,
anything is possible. Encouragement and account-
ability are key! She has never stopped believing in

me!” Amanda said.

Amanda now provides the same to agents, who are
known as advisors at Engel & Volkers. She provides
a foundation of encouragement, accountability,

education and training to build future leaders.

Building the Best in Others

Amanda has a passion for negotiation and em-
powering people to strive for what they desire.
Those driving forces have made her a brilliant
broker - a Real Producer. It takes faith to step
out and do the hard work necessary to make
dreams come true. She has a strong desire for
helping others while amplifying the natural
abilities of her advisors through daily and weekly

one-on-one coaching sessions.

“We work as a team in support of each other’s wins
and challenges every day,” she said. “When we have
wins, we celebrate them! Challenges bring price-
less education and learning opportunities, which
everyone embraces. We take it one step further and
create consistency and intentional strategies which

are the keys to their success.”

In her free time, she soaks up quality time with

her husband, children, grandchildren, and their
Goldendoodle, Stella Grace. She and her family
enjoy fun on the river in their boat, traveling, being
involved in church and her community. Her daily
love of reading, listening to podcasts, and tuning
into Clubhouse Audio App, an audio-based social
network with voice chat rooms full of people having
conversations on any topic under the sun. Amanda’s
interest lies in coaching, real estate, and devel-
oping leaders. She’s wholly committed to helping
others make the best life for themselves. “Mindset
matters! If we could see ourselves how other people
see us, we’d realize that our destiny and purpose is
much greater,” she said. And that’s the message she
works to spread - in the office, around the dinner

table, and in chat rooms on Clubhouse.

She encourages her advisors to work toward their
unique dreams and goals serving as a mentor and
guide throughout their journey. Amanda offers

business planning and ongoing coaching for advi-

Baton Rouge Real Producers -
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RIBBON CUTTING. The brokerage celebrated the grand opening of its

| m
Z
V]
i
;

first Baton Rouge office at the Mall of Louisiana on December 3, 2020.

sors to determine their goals and what
it will take for them to reach them.

As an advisor at Engel & Volkers, it is
important to know your Why.

Find Your Fit

Every real estate agent should find
the best brokerage for them before
signing on the dotted line. Amanda
insists on real estate agents inter-
viewing at least three brokers before
“hanging up your license with that
broker.” She knows what it feels like
to fit — and how it feels when you
don’t. “At Engel & Vélkers we recog-
nize that everyone is not for us, and
we may not be for them, and that’s

ok,” she said.

The brokerage celebrated the grand
opening of its first Baton Rouge office
at the Mall of Louisiana on Decem-
ber 3, 2020. The trendy and modern,

14 - March 2021

yet cozy, space is situated adjacent

to the Apple Store in The Boulevard
shops. The completion of the office
marked Amanda’s first commercial
build-out - and she nailed it. “I have
poured my heart and soul into making
sure this brokerage is successful and
introduced to the market on a very
high level,” she said.

The response to the grand opening
event was remarkable. More than 100
people gathered outside, and social-
ly-distanced, as she cut the ribbon on
Engel & Volkers of Baton Rouge.

“That shows me the success that’s

to come.”

Since opening, the brokerage’s team of
advisors has grown from eight to more
than twenty. The team will cap out

around 50 advisors. She is curating a

team destined for huge accomplishments
because she’s fully committed to provid-
ing the resources, coaching and educa-

tion they need to conquer their goals.

“If you plan to be in this for the long
haul, come fully prepared to hone
your skills, education and ability to
serve the client,” she said. “It is your
clients’ expectation and your reputa-
tion! Our training, robust technology
package, marketing capabilities, and
global network help our advisors
competently meet a client’s real
estate needs no matter how unique.
Clients can expect a customized
strategy and specialized services that

work exclusively for them.”

Amanda lives by the motto:
“Just remember: The people that say
‘your dreams are impossible’ have al-

ready quit on theirs.” -Grant Cardone.

66

We work as
a team 1n
support of

each other’s
wins and
challenges
every day.

2
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~VIRTUAL TRANSACTION
COORDINATOR

#contracttoCLOSED
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CLEANSE TECH

07

New Construction Maintenance

Window Cleaning | Pressure Washing | Site Cleaning

www.cleansetech.org

0 225937.8748

L

MBG

1AWN & LANDSCAPE

Lawn Mamtenance P F‘I, M:J.hmm.uw [ umw
- - Landscape Installyl JOUtdooriLIgRTING R rrigation

Now is a great time
to apply pre-emergent
and mulich to help block
spring time weeds.

Contact us to help you plant and prep your beds!

mhglawnservices.com | 225-424-1000

9800 Airline Hwy, Suite #243 | Baton Rouge, LA 70816

PEXECUTIVE
J oy

Virtual Transaction
Coordinators + PLUS

Virtual services offered also
include: social media
marketing and management,
listing input, preparing
contracts, virtual staging
and courier services.

Necole S. Weaver | Cell: (504) 669-4703 Offlce (225) 435-9815
theexecutivelady.com @ @Executive_Lady_
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rising star
By Breanna Smith
Photos by Aaron Cox

&/

Joanie
MONTELARDO

Energized & Prioritized

After nearly three decades in the banking industry, Joanie
Netterville Montelaro joined RE/MAX Professional under
broker Lisa Landers. The genuine spark in Montelaro is
evident, even upon first meeting her. She’s full of energy,
zeal and understanding and lucky for us, she has a passion
for sharing it.

Joanie is first and foremost a mother to her son Christian,
Jr. and daughter Ainsley Dubroc. Her desire to spend
more time with them as they entered the critical middle
and high school years pushed her to move from banking to

being a full-time mom.

“After a few years of that, I said ‘okay, they seem to be
fine,” she said, laughing. And she wanted to get back to
what she knew - hard work with good people. She’s not
one to make a plan, or even a statement, without thinking
it through first.

“I thought, what can I do where I can have the best of both
— where I can still earn a living and be around people and

work with people. Banking is all I've ever done, so what
canIdo?”

She vetted every idea that came to mind, looking for ways
to use her finance degree from LSU without punching a
clock so she could be there for every sports game, dance

2

recital and college visit. “I kept coming back to real estate.

When she finally vocalized what she was thinking to her
husband, Danny, he was immediately on board with her
plan. Without a doubt, he is her biggest supporter, she said.

“He’s a big, big cheerleader,” she said.

Joanie made a plan, got to studying and has since risen to

the top of the Greater Baton Rouge real estate market.

Since working from home together amid the coronavi-
rus pandemic, Danny has a newfound appreciation

for REALTORS®.

“Once the pandemic started, and we were both working

out of the house he said ‘man, you work hard!”

Joanie is most energized when she’s around others, es-
pecially during her high-intensity interval training (HIIT)

workouts at Iron Tribe Fitness.

“I feed off of other people’s energy, so I have to be in a
group. I can’t go to the gym - well, I could - but I'm not



inclined to go to the gym and just

exercise by myself.”

After signing up for a six-week
challenge, she thought she would
complete the challenge and move

on. Wrong. She truly found her tribe
there and now can’t imagine working

out anywhere else.

“My tribe is almost as essential to my

mental well being as prayer.”

Priorities

Thankful, Grateful and Blessed is a
motto Joanie lives by. She carves
out time each morning for prayer, a

devotional and to jot down notes in

her gratitude journal, a process often

20 - March 2021

accompanied by a steaming cup of
coffee. She focuses on being thankful
for the little things — moments with
her family, quiet mornings and busy
afternoons. She’s thankful for all of it

and blessed because of it.

“Gratitude is essential to happiness

and joy,” she said.

Right now, Joanie is most thankful for
the time she has with her family all
under one roof as Christian, a senior
at Catholic High School, prepares for
college. He’s eyeing LSU, Alabama
and Baylor. Joanie, an LSU alumna
and Baton Rouge native, has a clear
favorite, but she’ll wave a Crimson

flag if it means supporting her son.

She’s been listening to and loving

the Hustle Humbly podcast by Alissa
Jenkins and Katy Caldwell, two local
top producers who discuss all things
real estate, but above all else, how to

foster community over competition.

“You have to feed your soul good stuff
because it’s so easy to get depleted,”

Joanie said.

Joanie keeps her mind focused on
gratitude - a sustaining and empow-
ering snack for the brain - as often
as possible. It’s no wonder she was
named an Influential Woman In Busi-

ness by Baton Rouge Business Report.
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ABOUT THE AGENTS Have you heard about Key Club?

The Key Club rewards Real Estate Agents who consistently partner with D.R. Horton, Incin 2021
Steven B « 3% Commission on your first closing « 3.5% Commission on your second closing
’ « 4% Commission on your third closing « 4.5% Commission on your fourth closing
« 5% commission on your fifth closing and beyond

Darcy T.
Years of Experience - 10 Years of Experience - 11
Words to live by? What is the best thing about

D.R. Horton is an equal housing opportunity builder. Pictures, photographs, colors, features, and sizes are for illustration purposes only and will
" . . vary from the homes as built. Home and community information including pricing, included features, terms, availability and amenities are subject to
The world is Changed by Peop/e bemg a Sales Counselor? change and prior sale at any time without notice or obligation. Advertisement applies to D.R. Horton Louisiana East of the Mississippi River. 3%

. myer. -+ . commission is valid for the first D.R. Horton home closed between 1/1/21 and 12/31/21, 3.5% commission is valid for the second D.R. Horton home
WhO pass:onately, relent/ess,)’ care! It's ’mmense/y reward/ng When PeOP/e closed between 1/1/21 and 12/31/21, 4% commission is valid for the third D.R. Horton home closed between 1/1/21 and 12/31/21, 4.5% commission

. . . is valid for the fourth D.R. Horton home closed between 1/1/21 and 12/31/21, 5% commission is valid for the fifth and beyond D.R. Horton homes
I Cont’nua”y strive for excellence choose your ne’ghborhOOd to call home. closed between 1/1/21 and 12/31/21. Offer valid only on new contracts and does not apply to transfers, cancellations, or re-writes. Key Club
£ Il Wi k | f oride helpi f il find commission offer is subject to change without notice. Please contact a community sales representative for additional requirements for the Key Club
or our customers as well as e take a lot o priae neiping ramilies 1in commission program. This special commission incentive may not be used in conjunction with any other broker bonus or incentive. Promotion
7] . . - commission is subject to caps, if any, on total broker compensation imposed by the homebuyer’s lender. Commission will be paid at closing.
D.R. Horton. the ﬂghf Place to live. WatCth a new Licensed Agent (not broker/partner) must be procuring cause. Cannot be transferred to another broker or agent. Maximum paid on any transaction

. . | will not exceed 5% total commission. Prices, plans, features, options, and co-broke are subject to change without notice. Additional restrictions @
community come to lite never gets old! may apply. Homes must close to be counted for promotion. Cancellations do not count. All offers contained herein expire on 12/31/21.



EXCELLENT SERVICE AND
STRONG COMMUNICATION
Making your job easy and your clients happy.

B Flexible schedulng Sxotd Guidry, LHI #16905
B SAME DAY elactronic report BE5-515-4343
B 10vrs cormective construction cxporenos 5L 2R i sonullc.com

e pasagonimrpes limnslle. com

m Compatitive pricang

Proucdly senir g Halon Rolge and Surroun ding Areas

www.itsjustprint.com
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TOP 3 REASONS TO USE A
LICENSED AND INSURED TC

1. Pay As You Go - Pay per listing training to help our TCs manage
or contract, rather than hiring any and all transactions
an employee - You can use our 3. Low Cost - Your only cost is

services as much or as little as our fee - We cover all training,

you need vacation, taxes, and programs
2. Plug and Play - We have our for our TCs

own internal systems, tools, and

Brosbe Gltens

List to Close LLC
225-317-9295

ListToCloseLLC.com

Brooke@ListToCloseLLC.com /
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4 Proper Traifling

+ Proper Nutrition

...can add years to your life

Give us a call to
schedule a one on
one consultation and
let's find a plan that
works for you!

PERSONAL gl

VP Health & Fitness

Victoria and Patrick Van Duzee | NASM Certified

985.201.4320 | 225.907.7684 | schlumbrechtv@yahoo.com



DY partner spotlight

Behind the Scenes with

AARON
OX

Name: Aaron Cox
Age: 29

Education
Associates in Business from Bossier

Parish Community College

How many years have you been in
the photography industry? 5

Other occupations?
Yes. A few. Videography, both com-

mercial and weddings.

During the summer, as a side hustle,

I work for a friend of mine cutting
lawns. Income diversity has been a big
part of being able to do what I love!

I'm also part-time staff at LifePoint

Church in Prairieville.

Serving at a local church has always
been one of the biggest priorities for
me.I’m the Technical Director, mean-
ing I manage and serve on the techni-
cal teams such as the media, sound,

lighting, and live stream teams.

Any Hobbies
I love film photography. It can become
expensive very quickly with the cost

of development, but to me it’s the

most rewarding thing, to capture an
image and not be able to see it until
development. It requires you to slow
down when shooting. Very different
than digital where you can rapid-fire
all you want at no extra cost. I also
love the colors of film and the process
of it altogether. It feels more real and

special to me.

I enjoy camping , hiking and traveling
and I also play drums and have played

in church since I was 13 years old.

Favorite Book, Podcast, Music, Movie
Book: One of the most challenging and
inspiring books I ever read is Miracle
Morning Millionaires. ] mention this
book too because I feel like the people
reading this magazine could most ben-
efit from it. It focuses on the power of
best utilizing your time in the morn-
ings, and how your morning routine

has the power to change your life.

Music: I love so many artists and
genres it’s hard to pick a favorite, but
I'love listening to jazz. That’s prob-
ably what I listen to most. Artists
like Glenn Miller, Miles Davis, and
Phineas Newborn JR. I keep the local
jazz station on most of the time in my
truck, 90.3 FM.

Movie: I don’t watch a ton of movies
but I love anything Wes Anderson. His
color palettes and cinematography are
actually one of my biggest sources of

inspiration for photography.

Quote or Scripture:

Jeremiah 29:11 “For I know the plans
I have for you,” says the Lord. “They
are plans for good and not for disas-

ter, to give you a future and a hope.”

“Successful people do consistently
what others do occasionally.”
-Craig Groeschel

What do you love about photography?
It’s one of the biggest ways I express
myself as a person, especially my

film work. It’s my favorite way of

“creating something.”

Another thing I love is being able

to capture organic moments. I love
capturing happiness and those “in-be-
tween” moments in a session where

a genuine laugh or smile comes out

without having to stage it

Who/what is your inspiration?
Film Photography would have to be
one of the biggest inspirations. It was

film that got me into photography to

Baton Rouge Real Producers -
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Film Photography would have to be one

of the biggest inspirations. It was film that

got me into photography to begin with.

The colors. The process. The waiting.

begin with. The colors. The process.
The waiting. There was an Australian
Photographer, Tim Coulson, that I
found on Instagram that made me
finally give in and buy a film camera.
Although he’s not mainly a film shoot-
er, It was some rolls that he shared
back then that moved me probably
more than any other photos I had

seen before.

Do you have a favorite shot? (Can
you share it?)

So hard to pick one! But I’ll say a film
photo of a friend of mine looking up at

El Capitan in Yosemite Valley.
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Any funny stories about a particular
session you’d like to share?
Sondra Richard climbing on top of her

truck for a photo without me asking!

What’s in your camera bag?
All Canon Cameras:

FosR

Fos RP

Eos 3 (film)

Lenses:

Sigma art 50mm 1.4

Canon 24-70 L. 2.8

Canon 100mm 2.8

Canon 16-35 L 2.8

You can have dinner with one famous
person. Who is it, where do you go
and what do you eat?

Shaq and Papa Johns Pizza for the

irony of it.

What would be a dream
photography assignment?

Just being able to travel, take land-
scape photos, and sell them as fine

art prints.

Where do you see yourself in

five years?

Still doing what I love and enjoying
life with who I'love! Married, hope-
fully with kids, a golden doodle, and a

house with a fenced back yard.

What is the best thing about being
the photographer for BRRP?

The opportunity to hang out with
some of the most successful people in
Baton Rouge! REALTORS® are some
of the most hard-working people I've

ever met. They inspire me.

aarcncnxphutu.com 318.453.1609

info(@aaroncoxphoto.com



Give your home the

protection it deserves.

Your home is where you make some of your best memories, and that’s worth protecting. We're here to help.

LET'S TALK TODAY.
Ross Garbarino

Agent

Garbanno State Farm

9844 Jefferson Hwy Suite 102
Baton Rouge LA TOB03
225.751.4840
rossi@garbarinoSF.com
www.garbarinaSF.com

Anna Jones

Agent

Anna Jones State Farm
4811 Harding Blvd Suite A
Baton Rouge LA 70811
25.356.1241
anna@annabJones com
wwnw AnnakblJones.com

o StateFarm

State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL
State Farm Florida Insurance Compary, Winter Haven, FL
State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX

CRANE

REAL ESTATE VIDED

1708137

Real estate video is an essential tool when marketing your
listings. The main benefit of video is the time-saving element
and unlimited exposure. Video Tours are the best way to give

the buyer the "being there" experience.

BRING THE LISTING STRAIGHT TO THE HOMEBUYER!

H HEEHEEEEEESEEEESSESEEESESESESESEE S EEEEEEN
CraneRealEstateVideo.com | Facebook.com/CraneRealEstateVideo | cranerealestatevideomgmall.com
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¢ OLD REPUBLIC HOME PROTECTION

Have you
heard?

ORHF now offers two valuable services for
homeowners to complement their home warranty:
Tech and Smart Home Protection Plan

and Porch Home Helper “Porch
Visit orhp.com/value Webb Wartelle
or call me! Senior Accoun] Executive

B0D0, 282 7131 Ext. 1285
C: 225241 2088

M WM M WebbWibarhp com

my.orhp. comfwebbwartelle
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Circuit
Breaker

Electric L1.c.
Michael Webster

OWNER/ELECTRICIAN

OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY
SATURDAY & SUNDAY BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

-

circuitbreakerelec@gmail.com

OFFICE - 225.658.2903 | MOBILE - 225.572.7963

-

AUBER "SKIP" SHOWS III
; . .lncr/ Partner

NMLS# 118490

JOHN "GREG" FOY
Owner/P:
NMLS# 1“- -
o - -

The Right Loan...The Best Termd... The First Time

Solutions

“Experience the Difference”

Conventional
FHA
VA

Rural
Development

Construction

CAFA

Grant Program

Jumbo

10311 Jefferson Hwy Ste B3 | Baton Rouge, LA 70809 | (225) 291-7901 | keylendingsolutions.com
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P» cover story

BLESSED TO

BLESSING

By Breanna Smith
Photos by Aaron Cox
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Marquita Robinson keeps God at the center of her life — she seeks to

follow His plan, and that has never let her down. When her husband of 14

years, Willie Robinson, ventured out into a career in real estate in 2003,

she supported him, as the loan originator and administrator. She loved

her supportive role, but God had bigger plans for their business.

Called to Serve

You know it when you first meet Marquita — her
purpose is to serve others, and she takes that call-
ing very seriously. During the 2008 mortgage crisis,
Marquita returned as a full-time employee with the
Ascension Parish School Board. With their three
children at home, she knew she needed to provide a
stable income while Willie continued to pursue his

career in real estate.

“Things didn’t go as planned, of course, but there
was never a time we went without,” she said. “He
showed His faithfulness throughout the trials in the
real estate industry that we were able to overcome

and continue on.”

That’s when she knew they were in the right place.

“We believe that if we take care of the people God
has enabled us to serve, He will take care of us,

meeting all of our needs.”

In 2012, Willie opened Ascension Realty of Lou-
isiana and Marquita returned to help him in the

financial and administrative areas of the business.

“God saw Willie’s passion for helping others, so
He put me in a position where I could assist him

with those efforts. In doing so, it ignited something

within me that I wouldn’t have found

otherwise because I wouldn’t have

done it myself. I had the oppor-
tunity to help him through that
transition as well as find what

Ilove to do.”

Marquita became a
licensed REALTOR®
four years ago and
hasn’t looked

back. Her favor-

ite part of real
estate is building
relationships with
clients that last long
after the transaction
is complete. They host
giveaways and offer free
assistance for people who
don’t qualify for homes -
because their ultimate goal

is helping others accomplish
homeownership, not reaching

a sales volume goal.

Whether it’s a phone call to ask
about crown molding or educat-
ing people about building credit,
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Marquita feels blessed to be a blessing, no matter
how, why or when. Sometimes, the when is at 2

a.m., and she doesn’t mind one bit.

“I work best when the house is quiet and everyone
is asleep,” she said with a chuckle. Commitment

to service goes beyond the business for the Robin-
sons — it’s who they are at home, too. Marquita and
Willie have instilled a desire to serve their three
children, Jamilyn, 20, Willie, Jr., 16, and Amyri, 12.

In 2017, Willie and Willie, Jr. began the BLUE Founda-
tion. BLUE stands for Building Leaders Up Everyday.

“It began when Willie and our son Willie Jr.
decided to go out and mow the yards of single
moms, widows and disabled veterans’ the sum-
mer of 2017,” Marquita said. “They’ve been doing

this every summer since.”

And the movement has grown, with more
kids signing up to mow yards and give back to

their community.

The program is designed to equip young men with
the spirit to serve, care, give and to be considerate
of other people. The Robinsons believe that by
doing that, young men will become better people
and better leaders of the future. Today, the BLUE
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Foundation Summer Program has mowed more
than 50 yards and developed a mentoring program

for participants.

God’s Help

Everyone needs a hand at one time or another, but
when you have raised a business from its infancy
- pouring your heart, soul, blood, sweat and tears
into it along the way - it can be difficult to let
someone help you. Marquita was used to dotting
all of the i’s and crossing the t’s of Ascension Real-

ty of Louisiana.

“We always, always are very protective of our
baby,” she said.

She was reluctant to let anyone handle the adminis-
trative part of the business.

“I went for the longest trying to do everything my-
self — and, of course, it’s humanly impossible once

you get to a certain point.”
Yet again, God’s plan prevailed.

While shopping at Tanger Outlet, Marquita stopped
to use the restroom. Public restrooms are often the
last place Marquita wants to be, and certainly the
last place anyone expects to find a blessing - but

she did.

The Robinsons: Amyri, Marquita, Willie, Willie Jr., & Jamilyn




Noticing how clean the facilities were, she stopped a woman
outside pushing a cart of cleaning supplies and asked if she was
available to clean homes or an office. The woman gave Marquita
her daughter’s cell phone number, and a few months later, the
mother and daughter duo came to clean Ascension Realty of
Louisiana. Annette Flores, the woman’s daughter, asked Willie if
they were hiring. Marquita said no, but she was willing to meet
with her.

“I set up the meeting and the next day we hired her on - and the
next week, she started. It has been phenomenal to have someone
you can trust to do things in a way that you can do it - some-
times even better,” Marquita said, laughing. “I have been blown
away. A lesson learned in that is to allow God to move and create

space for you to grow in every aspect of life.”

Being Present is The Gift

For Marquita, everything has come full circle. She has always
defined success as being a blessing to others. She planned to
support Willie behind the scenes, but God’s plan was better.
Now, they’re helping more people than they ever thought pos-
sible - all while being there for their kids, which has always

been priority number one.

We FEARLESSLY approach each day knowing that

we have each other’s back and GOD by our side.

We serve one another and our clients SELFLESSLY.

We understand that we cannot be EASILY OF-

FENDED and we must be able to accept construc-

tive criticism, as we grow together and as a team.

We know that love NEVER FAILS — our love for one
another will push us to the highest of heights, for we
are better together. Lastly, we know that GOD’s love

is ENDLESSLY—we understand that regardless what
each day may bring, GOD will see us through. We are
so very grateful for HIS everlasting love that overflows
through us. We were all called to be the light in this dark
world and we believe that real estate is one of the ways
GOD allows us to be the light!
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“We both came from single-parent homes, so we
understand the importance of being there for our
children, with their recreations and fostering great
relationships with each of our kids and spending

that much needed time with one another,” she said.

Marquita ranked #21 in the 2020 production
standings in the Greater Baton Rouge area and #3 in

regional sales for DR Horton.

“I’m a firm believer that when you are truly operat-
ing in your gift, God allows things to flourish. In our
case, to an extent, we cannot even take credit for.”

got video?

PhocusPhilms Media Group
[225) 276-1757
info@phocusphilms.com

www.phocusphilms.com



You Deenve o Love The Way You Look

Turn Heads Everywhere You Go By Visiting Louisiana Laserderm

You don’t need

Lack

when I’m handling
your insurance

Louisia}a‘
Laserderm

Cosmelic Laser Specalists & Med Spa

Laser Hair Removal

Laser Tattoo Removal
Complexion Improvement
Scar Revision

Anti-Aging Services

Body Contouring
Microblading
Facials

Aundrea Allen and MORE|

Independent Insurance Agent
.} www.safesourceins.com
® -, 0:(225)-300-4500 * M: (225) 333-6220
o aundrea@safesourceins.com

@ safesource

BEST COVERAGE. BEST RATES. ONE-ON-ONE SERVICE.

Abbie Woodard, CLS-A

13686 Coursey Blvd. Suite B | Baton Rouge, LA L

Office: 225.490.9090
Cell: 225.571.4954

Take The Worry Out Of
Home Ownership With

a Home Warranty

Serving New Orleans, Baton Rouge,
St. Tammany, & Tangipahoa Parish

Lydia and her team are the highest of professional in any industry. From the
initial meeting, we were blown away with her knowledge, research and ideas of
how to help us best market our listings. Always present, she returned texts, calls
and e-mails seemingly around the clock. We from the bottom of our heart thank

Lydia and her team for everything they do to continue supporting our team

through assisting with new orders to follow up with existing clients.

Juli Jenkins Team
Ko KW First Choice
Lydia Hodges, Sales Representative #1 Producing Team

Ask

about our

100% FREE
Sellers

Coverage

www.hwahomewarranty.com | Customer Service - 888-492-7359
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YOU DREAM IT.
WE'LL HELPYOU LIVE IT.

C\\[D Northwestern Mutual
Wealth Management Company®

BECCA MAYEUX ANDREW ACHARY
225.939.5671 985.789.4930

Financial Representative Wealth Management Advisor
i\ becca.mayeux@nm.com andrew.achary@nm.com

Planning Insurance Investments | 1 Smart Way, Suite 101 | Baton Rouge, LA 70810

HDNIK"

OMIE BMSFECTID

BREAKING We are the key that opens the
THE MOLD | door to your dreams!
Gk oo vt ol S st oMEx,, Tiffany Sicard

Branch Manager

NMLS # 449341
HomeKey Mortgage, LLC
NMLS # 1924333

- 112 W. Morris Ave.
Schedule Your Inspection Hammond. LA 70403

1.888.401.HDMK (985) 345-6686 office

(225) 341-0660 mobile . 7 4
(225) 435-5667 fax M BEBER

in the home inspection industry.
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Jeff A. LeSaicherre Douglas Harper Dylan Yesso Parker Ryan

Under the leadership and vision of CEO, Jeff LeSaicherre, Fleur Des Lis has grown to be one of Louisiana’s largest title companies, with
a focus on local offices that are managed and operated by local attorneys with direct ties to the community. Our growth is a result of
how we treat the agents and lenders we serve, providing them an alternative to more traditional and often dated ways of doing business.

Our ability to anticipate changes in the marketplace and remain at the forefront of evolving technologies has made our emphasis on

being a trusted resource even more relevant as the world continues to change.

As a company, we are successful when our clients are successful, and that success can only come with a proven process. Here, it’s called

the Fleur Des Lis Way.

Fleur Des Lis Title

Fleur Des Lis

FMIS FDLtitle.com

LAW & TITLE COMPANY




