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• Local Processing and Underwriting
• Close your purchase within 15 days
• Daily Interest Rate Specials to save you
   on your interest rate and closing costs
• Great Loan Products

TR Wise
Senior Mortgage Loan Officer
513-238-0999
TRWise@Bankwith1st.com

7451 Mason Montgomery Road
Mason, Ohio 45040
NMLS #132687

TR Wise has helped 
his clients save 
thousands of 

dollars on the 
purchase or 

refinance oF their 
biggest investment 

– Their home!
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Please send all nominations to 

patrick.braddick@realproducersmag.com

N O M I N A T E  A  C O V E R  S T O R Y

If you are interested in contributing or nominating Realtors for certain stories, 
please email us at patrick.braddick@realproducersmag.com.

DISCLAIMER: Any articles included in this publication and/or opinions expressed therein do not necessarily reflect the views of The N2 Company d/b/a Real Producers but remain 
solely those of the author(s). The publication contains paid advertisements by local companies.  These companies are not endorsed or specifically recommended by The N2 Com-
pany or the publisher. Therefore, neither The N2 Company nor the publisher may be held liable or responsible for business practices of these companies. NOTE: When community 
events take place, photographers may be present to take photos for that event and they may be used in this publication.
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S This section has been created to give you easier access when searching for a trusted real estate 

affiliate. Take a minute to familiarize yourself with the businesses sponsoring your magazine. These 

local businesses are proud to partner with you and make this magazine possible. Please support 

these businesses and thank them for supporting the REALTOR® community!

CLOSING GIFTS

Cutco Cutlery

(513) 687-0635

www.cuttingedgeemmi.com

CUSTOM FRAMING

ASM Custom Framing

(513) 763-9373

www.asmcustomframing.com

CUSTOM HOME BUILDERS

Ashford Homes

(513) 445-1800

ashfordhomesohio.com

Zicka Homes

(513) 247-3500

zickahomes.com

DIGITAL RESOURCES

Ocusell LLC

(504) 458-9208

www.ocusell.com

ESTATE SALES

Everything But The House

Shannon Dager

(888) 862-8750

ebth.com

HEATING/ AIR 

CONDITIONING

Greater Comfort Heating 

and Air Conditioning

(859) 491-4915

greatercomfort.com

HOME INSPECTION

Horizon Point Inspections

(513) 831-1200

www.inspecthorizon.com

IPA Inspections

(513) 379-7988

IpaInspections.com

Pillar to Post 

Home Inspectors- 

The Capuano Team

(513) 771-6689

https://cincinnati.

pillartopost.com/

Safe Start Home Inspections

Nathan Wessel

(513) 968-4311

www.safestarthi.com

HOME STAGING

Design To Market LLC

Jo Potvin

(513) 265-0952

www.designtomarket.com

HOME THEATER/

HOME AUTOMATION 

TECHNOLOGY

Hanson Audio Video

(513) 563-0444

HOME WARRANTY

Achosa Home Warranty

Jenna Wheeler

(937) 474-1866

www.achosahw.com

FPL Nextera Home

www.nexterahome.com

Old Republic 

Home Protection

Deana Hayes

(513) 305-9179

www.ORHP.com

INSURANCE

Edwin O. Young III -- 

State Farm Ins.

(513) 631-6699

www.oakleyinsurance.net

LAW FIRM

Leo Grote LPA

(513) 554-3000

leogrotelpa.com

Yonas and Rink LLC

(513) 427-6100

www.cincinnatiattorney.com

MORTGAGE LENDER

1st National Bank

TR Wise

(513) 238-0999

Annie Mac Home Mortgage

(513) 769-2071

tony-annie-mac.com

Guaranteed Rate

(513) 609-4484

www.rate.com/ronerdmann

Motto Mortgage

(419) 906-2082

Mutual of Omaha Mortgage

Mike Bowers

(800) 589-8430 x310

Ruoff Home Mortgage

Dave Scully

(513) 633-8476

www.ruoff.com/davescully

Stockton Mortgage

(513) 486-4133

stockton.com/cody-coomer/

MORTGAGES

AmeriFirst Home Mortgage

(513) 985-3000

www.amerifirst.com

MOVING COMPANY

Big Blue Moving

(859) 608-2583

PHOTO BOOTH/EVENT 

ENTERTAINMENT

Signature Photo Booth LLC

(513) 443-2050

www.signaturephoto

booth.com

PHOTOGRAPHY & 

VIDEOGRAPHY

Tim Spanagel Photo 

& Video

(513) 374-8656

timspanagel.com

RADON GAS TESTING

Geiler Company

(513) 574-0025

www.geiler.com

RESTORATION

Dry Effect

(513) 463-2121

www.dryeffect.com

TITLE AGENCY

AllQuest Title Agency LLC

(513) 563-6161

www.aqtitle.com

American Homeland 

Title Agency

(513) 863-9100

www.americanhomel

andtitle.com

CS Title Agency

(740) 335-6645

cstitleagency.com

Prodigy Title

(513) 870-9070

myprodigytitle.com
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• Title Searches & Analysis
• Hybrid Closings

• Small-town Service

Your search
is over!

513-563-0199 • www.aqtitle.com

Helping you plan for
those you love

Real Estate & Small Business Law • Estate Planning
& Elder Law • Wills, Trusts, Powers of Attorney

Robertson
& Associates 
of Ohio, LLC

513-563-6161

11137 Main St. Sharonville, OH 45241

Crooked Tree/Mason | 3440 Magnolia Grove Ln | 3,700 Sq. Ft. | 4 Beds/4 Bath  | $965,000

Homes Now Available

East Walnut Hills | 2616 Hackberry St | 2,386 Sq. Ft. | 3 Beds/2.5 Bath  | $499,000 O'Byronville | 3029 Cinnamon St. | 1,900 Sq. Ft. | 3 Baths/2.5 Bath  | $499,000

FASTEST GROWING HOME BUILDER IN GREATER CINCINNATI

Mt. Lookout | 3518 Kroger Ave. | 2,991 Sq. Ft. | 4 Beds/3.5 Baths  | $865,000 

Patrick Gunning 
Coldwell Banker Agent

513-300-6929

Cathy Hall 

Ashford Homes Sales Consultant 

513-442-5555

Clough Chase /Anderson  | 2 Story | 3,533 Sq. Ft. | 4 Bedrooms/3.5 bath | Starting at 659,000

Available July 2021 Tax abated 15 yr 

Visit our newest development, Clough Chase, in Anderson. ChoughChase.com
15 wooded homesites offering customizable floor plans to fit your lifestyle.

Montgomery | 9659 Zig Zag Rd. | 2,903 Sq. Ft. | 4 Beds/3.5 Baths  | $885,000

AVAILABLE IN 
60 DAYS!

AVAILABLE IN 
30 DAYS!

AVAILABLE IN 
90 DAYS!

MOVE-IN READY!
Tax abated 15yr

Tax abated 15yr

Interested in custom reprints? Contact Geneva for details: geneva@realproducersmag.com

M E E T  T H E  C I N C I N N AT I  R E A L  P R O D U C E R S  T E A M

Beth McCabe
Senior Writer

Sandy Taylor
Ad Manager

Patrick Braddick
Publisher

Emmi Abel-Rutter
Writer

Brenna Smith
Photographer

Krista Silz
Photographer

Geneva Eilertson
Reprint Coordinator
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on the rise

with eXp Realty

Photography by Brenna Smith

Written by Elizabeth McCabe

GAUSMAN 
TJ 
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“I’m an adventurous young man,” says 
TJ Gausman. “I’ll try anything.”

He came to real estate at the sugges-
tion of his sister Amy. TJ explains, 
“She told me that I would do well 
and that I would love this job. After a 
while, I believed her. I went and inter-
viewed for a job.” The rest is history. 

TJ got his license 4 years ago and has 
been a success ever since. Prior to 
real estate, he excelled in sales for 15 
years. Little did he know that this was 
invaluable preparation for his future 
career in real estate. 

“I worked in home improvement sales 
with Champion Windows,” recalls TJ. 
He also worked at a health club for a 
while and even sold chemical tankers 
for business to business sales. TJ 
says, “It was fun and I was learning a 
lot, but I wanted to do something I’ve 
never done before.” Real estate was 
the answer that he was searching for. 

TJ worked with Keller Williams until 
May 2021. That’s when he made the 
leap to eXp Realty. “I like the energy 
of the company,” he says. Now Amy is 
his business partner.

“My sister and I work together,” 
explains TJ. “Our buyer’s agent Julie 
Murphy is really great too.” He has 
created a small tight-knit family. 
Each person operates in his or her 
respective role.  “I’m good at dealing 
with people, but not great at back-end 
stuff,” says TJ. “My sister Amy just 
thrives on that. She’s so good at that. 
It’s a really good business match.”

Excelling in Sales

To date, TJ has a career volume of 22 
million. Last year, he had a sales vol-
ume of 8.3 million. He comments, “I’m 
a little under 5 million under contract 
right now. It’s going to be a good 
year.” He’s set to surpass last year’s 

sales volume. With his drive and 
determination, anything is possible.

TJ has also earned the Circle of 
Excellence as well as the Excellence 
in Customer Service Award (2020). 

What’s the secret to his success? TJ 
says, “I spend time around the people 
who have a life that I want mine to 
look like. I do what they do. That’s 
the biggest thing for me. I don’t try to 

reinvent the wheel. Do income-pro-
ducing activities every day. If you do 
that, you will be successful.”

Social Media Presence 

“I’m really passionate about social 
media and how we can utilize that to 
generate business,” says TJ. “I’m also 
passionate about helping people that 
no one else wants to help. We made 
a move in our targeted Facebook ads 
to target renters and first-time home 

buyers and people who need credit 
help. Those clients are so grateful in 
the end. It’s an absolute pleasure to 
work with them and they refer you to 
a ton of people.”

In a digital age, reaching people 
through social media is the best way 
to build a business as well as a brand. 

Overcoming Obstacles 

TJ has overcome numerous obstacles 
in life. He shares, “A lot of people don’t 
know that I have over 6 years of sobri-
ety. That’s something I’m really proud 
of. Six years ago, I didn’t like my life-
style. I wasn’t doing what I was capable 
of (mentally) and I made a commitment 
– I’m not going to drink anymore. My 
life has gotten phenomenally better 
since then. It’s a 10 out of 10.”

Now TJ is happy with every aspect 
of his life, including his family and 
his business. 

“I’m kind of grateful for it,” he 
says.  “Everything happens for  
a reason.”

Prioritizing Family 

TJ is careful to schedule family time. 
“I treat it just like an appointment,” 
he says. “I make it a priority. That’s 
real important.” 

Married to his wife Katie in 2018, TJ 
enjoys spending time with her and 
their daughter West, 21 months old. 
He explains, “They’re the best.” 

Katie is a nurse at Good Samaritan 
Hospital in the NICU. TJ shares, 
“Our daughter was born premature 
at 1 pound 9 ounces. She was the 
smallest peanut of a baby. They told 
us she was going to have all these 
massive issues and we had to prepare 
for that. We leaned hard on our faith, 

even though we had some doubt, and 
believed that it would be OK.”

TJ and Katie’s prayers were answered! 

“Today West is thriving. She’s the 
perfect toddler, walking around and 
talking. It’s been incredible,” says TJ.

Popular Pastimes 

To relax and unwind, TJ likes to go to 
the park and go hiking with his family. 
“Disconnecting from the phone is the 
biggest thing,” he says. “That’s quality 
time.” They also enjoy taking trips 
together, genuinely enjoying each 
other’s company. 

TJ also likes to give back to the commu-
nity. He and his team support Dogs and 
Other Unsolicited Advice Foundation 
(D&OUA). This non-profit pays for 
dogs to have surgeries when their 
owners can’t afford them. TJ donates a 
portion of his commission from every 
closing to this worthy cause.

Grateful to Amy

Listening to his sister’s advice has 
paved the way to a profitable career for 
TJ. He feels fortunate that he found a 
career that he loves and is counting his 
blessings. Transitioning to real estate 
isn’t for the faint of heart. TJ, however, 
loves adventure and this leap of faith 
paid off in more ways than one!

I’M A LITTLE UNDER 5 MILLION 

UNDER CONTRACT RIGHT NOW. 

IT’S GOING TO BE A GOOD YEAR.
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You never get a second chance to 
make a first impression. That’s 
where Krista Silz, owner of Cincy 
Photo Pro, would be happy to help. 
This lifelong Cincinnati resident 
started her business a decade ago 
and excels in real estate photogra-
phy and beyond.

Cincy Photo Pro is proud to be an 
extension of your marketing team. 
By creating visual content that is 
eye-catching, you can rest assured 
that listings will get the attention 
that they deserve. Attract ideal cus-
tomers with the right photography.

From commercial branding to head-
shots, Krista has her clients covered. 
She also does professional portraits, 
videography, and aerial photogra-
phy. Krista comments, “We help you 
present your product or service for 
your business, organization or real 
estate sales in the best way possible 
to help your business grow!”

A Love of Photography

“I’ve always loved doing photogra-
phy,” says Krista. Even as a child, 
she found her passion in photogra-
phy. Although her family didn’t sup-
port her to become a professional 
photographer, Krista didn’t let that 
deter her, eventually returning to 
photography for her profession.

“I went to school for dental 
hygiene,” she says. However, she 
taught herself photography. She 
started a part-time business on the 
side in photography before being 
able to go full-time. She and her 
husband are foster parents.

“We had five kids at one time and 
they were very young. I took a break 
from dental hygiene to become a 

sponsor spotlight

Owner of Cincy 
Photo Pro

Krista
meet 

Written by Elizabeth McCabe

Photography by Krista Silz Taking Picture Perfect Photos with a Flash!

Silz
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stay-at-home mom for 6 months,” 
explains Krista.

Photography has provided more 
opportunities for family time. Krista 
comments, “Our family likes dirt bike 
riding and camping.” Krista has been 
married to her husband for 16 years 
and they have four kids.

Krista started photographing her 
children and did an amazing job.

Her eye for photography was noticed 
by others. Krista comments, “When 
people saw my photos, they wanted 
to hire me to do their photos.” Her 
natural talent emerged.

She started off doing weddings and 
family photos before shifting full-
time into real estate and commercial 
photography. Eager to become the best 
photographer possible, Krista is always 

learning new techniques in editing, 
researching new equipment, and stay-
ing on the cutting edge of photography.

Excelling in Service

“I have a small team of photogra-
phers who work with me,” says 
Krista. The professionals on her 
team excel in photography, drone 
photography, and more.

“I truly have a passion to provide top 
quality customer service as well as 
photos,” adds Krista. This dedicated 
photographer is easy to work with 
and provides exceptional photos, 
each and every time. Krista also does 
headshots, portraits, 3D virtual tours, 
drone photography, and branded ses-
sions for businesses.

Advice for Others

“Make sure you are provid-
ing the best service for your 

customers,” says Krista. She advises 
REALTORS® to provide quality 
photos and media for their clients, 
regardless of the size of their home. 
“Keep it as a standard,” adds Krista. 
“That will set you apart from other 
great REALTORS®. Not every agent 
values high quality photography, but 
that’s why people may choose you 
over your competition.”

Save time by hiring a professional 
photographer. Not only will it save you 
a lot of time, travel, and aggravation, 
the quality of the images will speak for 
themselves. Best of all, Krista turns 
around images promptly. “You’ll have 
them in your inbox the next day,” she 
says. For video, allow 48 hours.

Clients are also able to digitally down-
load images for use. Krista says, “We’re 
very flexible to meet our clients’ needs.” 
Some clients want prints and Krista is 
happy to accommodate them.

Difference is in the Details

In comparison to her competition, Krista 
takes time to go above and beyond in her 
photography for real estate agents.

“I like to expose every area in the frame,” she 
explains. “I go down the hallway and even 
expose outside the windows. A lot of people 
don’t do that but it’s important to see those 
areas. Flambient (a mix of bracket and flash) 

and flash photography will bring in the 
natural colors and make images look 
their best.”

Why have the best photography? “It 
will sell the home quicker,” says Krista.

Krista is living her dreams as a 
professional photographer. She 
concludes, “Photography is always 

something that I wanted to 
do. Even during the pandemic, 
I did really well. I’ve helped 
customers through the hard 
times.” She can’t imagine doing 
anything else.

For more information on Cincy 

Photo Pro, check out her web-

site, cincyphotopro.com, or call 

Krista at 513-324-4206.
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CRIMINAL DEFENSE
ESTATE PLANNING

FAMILY LAW
PROBATE LAW

REAL ESTATE LAW

513.427.6100  |  www.yandrlaw.com

N OW  AC C E P T I N G  N EW  C L I E N TS

Let Horizon Point  You In The Right Direction

Chris Heywood, Owner

513-831-1200 • www.inspecthorizon.com

• Your personal 
Horizon Point 

Scheduling App

• Create and Send 
your Repair Request 

Addendum within our 
report software

• $600 worth of repair 
coupons from our 
trusted contractors

• In-House Infrared, 
Radon and Termite 

Services
• $25 Discount for 

Police, Fire, and 
Military

The 360 Booth is available now!
Looking for a unique and 

interactive experience to wow your 
guests? The 360 Booth places its 

participants at the epicenter of the 
party while capturing every angle 
of the room. The customized video 

with logo overlays is instantly 
sharable right from the booth's 

command center. A perfect 
entertainment addition to any 

event and endless branding 
opportunities!

�������������������������������������������

(513) 443-2050
������
��
������	�������������

R e s u l t s  Yo u  C a n  T r u s t

Because… it is the last impression your client has of  you.
Select a Title Company you can trust to finish smooth and strong.

At Prodigy Title Agency, we offer:

Quick Turnaround on Numbers

Resolution of  Title Issues

15 Years minimum Experience for our Staff  

Experienced and Professional Closers

On-Staff  Attorney Support

Make your job easier…   PICK US…

8080 Beckett Center Dr.  -  West Chester, Ohio  45069  -  (513)870-9070

Why is your choice for a Title Company vital to your success?
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Providing quality packing and moving services to KY and OHProviding quality packing and moving services to KY and OH
Flat hourly rates that is prorated to

the minute - no rounding up!
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK.

LICENSED AND INSURED MOVING COMPANY
COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL MOVING

LOCAL AND LONG DISTANCE MOVING
Locally Owned and Operated

859.608.BLUE (2583)  |  www.bigbluemovingky.com

NOW SERVING OHIO

neighborhood focus

HARRISON
By Emmi Abel-Rutter

Named after our 9th president, 
William Henry Harrison, the City 
of Harrison, Ohio is located on the 
western outskirts of the Greater 
Cincinnati area, on the border of 
Indiana and Ohio. Although fre-
quently overlooked, this rural area 
of Cincinnati continues to grow 
and serve as a convenient location 
to those commuting - whether that 
be to eastern Indiana cities such as 
Batesville via I-74, Cincinnati via 
I-275, or across the country with 
a short drive to the CVG Airport. 
The area offers plenty of public and 
private schooling options, local busi-
nesses, and a small-town feel with 
quick access to bigger cities. 

Schools:

The city has its own public school 
district, “Southwest Local School 
District,” which is home to almost 
4,000 local students in K-12. It 
consists of four elementary schools, 

one middle school, and one high 
school. Additionally, the area is home 
to four private schools, as well as 
the Cincinnati State West Campus, 
known for its aviation education. The 
local schools are as follows: 

•	 Crosby Elementary (Public) 
•	 Miamitown Elementary (Public)
•	 Harrison Elementary (Public)
•	 Whitewater Valley Elementary 

(Public) 
•	 Harrison Middle (Public) 
•	 Harrison High School (Public)
•	 Christ Centered School (Private)
•	 Harrison Christian (Private)
•	 St. John the Baptist (Private)
•	 Summit Academy of Southwest 

Ohio (Private)
•	 Cincinnati State West Campus

Good Eats:

With the steady growth of Harrison’s 
population, many local restaurants 
have continued to develop in the area. 

If you’re looking to go beyond the chain 
restaurants, you may want to check out:

•	 The Big Greek Cafe 
•	 Chandler’s Burger Bistro
•	 Nick’s Restaurant 
•	 Heist + Co
•	 Market Street Grille
•	 Valle Escondidos
•	 Monk’s Kitchen
•	 Triple Cats Bar & Grille

Shopping & Entertainment:

Take a drive down Harrison Ave and 
not only will you run into a plethora of 
local eateries, but you’ll see the small 
town shopping venues that Harrison 
has to offer. If you’d rather relax and 
take in the sites, a popular option is 
the Harrison Pavilion - it provides a 
view of historic Harrison, a few places 
to sit, and of course...great people 
watching. If you’re in the mood for 
outdoor activities, Miami Whitewater 
Forest and Campbell Lakes Preserve 
provide ample opportunities for run-
ning, hiking, and kayaking.
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realtor® to watch

DEDICATED. DRIVEN. DESTINED FOR SUCCESS.

Written by Elizabeth McCabe

Photography by Krista Silz

Featured REALTOR® 

MARIA Walley
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“I’ve always been interested in real 
estate,” says REALTOR® Maria 
Walley. “I’ve owned homes over the 
years and I had investment prop-
erty. I’ve also done a lot of volun-
teer work with the Neighborhood 
Redevelopment Corporation.”

Real estate was always tugging at 
Maria’s heartstrings, but she first pur-
sued a career in sales before switch-
ing to real estate. 

“I was the national manager for a 
cheese company in England and then 
I started a cracker company,” explains 
Maria. This successful entrepreneur 
managed North American sales and 
learned a lot in the process. Honing 
her sales skills, she became successful. 

“It was a fun job,” she recalls. 

Maria sold her business in 2014 and 
followed her heart to real estate. She 
works for Comey and Shepherd and 
loves what she does. Maria has been 
making people’s dreams come true 
for the past 7 years.

Putting Up the Numbers 

With a career volume of 60 million 
dollars, Maria has customer service 
down to a science. Even during the 
pandemic, Maria worked harder than 
ever, earning a sales volume of 15 

million in 2020. 

Every year since she started 
real estate, Maria has 

earned the Circle of 
Excellence. She is 

also the proud 
recipient of 
Rookie of the Year 

with Comey
 and Shepherd.  

Maria enjoys providing pro-
fessional, reliable, and attentive 

service to her clients. She also knows 
how to effectively stage and market 
homes for sale. She is proud to start the 
Cincinnati Condo Connection. 

Passionate about Real Estate 

“I’m passionate about the walkable 
neighborhoods in Cincinnati and 
Northern Kentucky, including condos 
with river views. I have developed 
expertise in those areas,” says Maria. 
Cincinnati has a lot to offer and Maria 
knows that fact firsthand. She herself 
lives in a walkable neighborhood in a 
river view condo. 

“I like helping people find the right 
community for them and their family,” 
says Maria. 

This dedicated REALTOR® is eager to 
exceed expectations for her clients, lis-
tening to them and helping them find the 
right house to suit their needs. 

That doesn’t mean the road in real 
estate is always easy. Maria’s biggest 
challenge is finding time to prior-
itize. Maria comments, “I’m not 
good at saying no. I could probably 
delegate more. I spend a lot of time 

in the field.” Realizing that she could 
literally work 24/7 if she wanted, 
there is no shortage of work for 
Maria. As she says, “There’s always 
business out there.”

Giving Back 

When Maria isn’t working, she 
enjoys giving back. She comments, 
“My main charity is the Walnut Hills 
Redevelopment Foundation. I feel 
like I’m really blessed to be in a great 
neighborhood. I like to give back by 
volunteering my time.”

Maria also contributes a percent-
age of her sales to the Walnut Hills 
Redevelopment Foundation. In addi-
tion, she serves on their board. She 
has been involved for 7 years and has 
been serving on the board for 3 years. 

Family Focused

Maria is married to her husband, 
who is retired. They are blessed with 
two adult sons, who both live out of 

state. Maria adds, “My parents live in 
Cincinnati part of the year. My sister 
and her family are here too.”

Maria resides in East Walnut Hills, 
which is where she does the majority 
of her business. 

To relax and unwind, Maria enjoys 
hiking, running, biking, and anything 
outside. Reading is another pastime 
of hers, although nothing compares to 
the great outdoors.

Advice for Others 

Maria has some advice for other 
up-and-coming REALTORS®. She 
says, “Work on your business. Be 
proactive and treat it like a business. 
Also, be active in your community. 
Focus on your specialty and try to 
develop some expertise.” 

Switching careers was the right 
decision for Maria. She’s living proof 
that with enough faith and hard work, 
anything is possible.

I like helping people 
find the right 
community for them 
and their family.
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Boomers Have Housing Needs - Not Wants!

Call me: Mike Bowers, NMLS: 61535
Office: 800-589-8430 | Cell: 513-680-6168

In Today's Environment Home
is More Important Than Ever!

Don't Let Boomer Prospects
Become Lost Opportunities!

Learn how I can guide you to more listings
and more sales at higher price points!

Mutual of Omaha Mortgage NMLS# 1025894, 3131 Camino Del Rio N 190, San Diego, CA 92108. These 
materials are not from HUD or FHA and the document was not approved by HUD, FHA or any 
Government Agency. Subject to Credit Approval. www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org

RFS.0619.54

3218 Madison Rd. Ste. A
Cincinnati, OH 45209

Homeowner Insurance
Condominium Insurance
Renters Insurance
Rental Property Insurance 
Commercial Building Insurance 

Your Cincinnati Real Estate Insurance Partner!

85% OF PEOPLE
say that they would use their Realtor again,

but less than 9% actually do...

Why? They can't remember your name! 

Cutco Closing Gifts Are:
  •  100% Tax Deductible
  •  High Quality
  •  Branded Client Retention Tools
  •  American Made
  •  Forever Guaranteed

513.687.0635
eabel ru t te r@gmai l .com
www.360BusinessGrowth.com

Why? They can't remember your name! 

Since 1885

PLUMBING, HEATING, AIR, RADON MITIGATION
513-574-0025

You need
it done fast.
You want it done
right. That’s what
we do and we’ve been
doing it for 130 years

www.Geiler.com

- Gary Sullivan Talk Show Host
At Home with Gary Sullivan

I Heart Media

"You can trust the Geiler Company 
because they have been doing 

it right for 3 generations."

HOME INSPECTIONS, LLC

Office: 513-968-4311 | Mobile: 937-321-7479
nwessel@safestarthi.com | www.SafeStarthi.com

SAFE START HOME
INSPECTIONS OFFERS:

We understand not everyone is in need of a full home 
inspection and can customize to fit your needs. Whether 
it is to just look in a crawlspace or inspect the plumbing 

we can customize an inspection to fit your needs.

Full residential and commercial inspections
State licensed Wood Destroying Insect Inspections
State licensed Radon testing
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featured producer

ALEX SCHAFERS
Written by Elizabeth McCabe  |  Photography by Tim Spanagel

“I got my real estate license in October 2014,” says REALTOR® Alex Schafers. “I started doing 

real estate in college. During my junior and senior years, I sold houses while finishing up my 

degree. My professors would hate it when I did real estate and I was on the MLS during class.”

Alex’s drive for real estate drove 
professors crazy. Instead of paying 
attention, he was searching for homes 
for clients. Fascinatingly, Alex went to 
school at the University of Cincinnati 
to be a school teacher. 

Although he had every intention of 
becoming a school teacher, life had 
another plan in store. Alex explains, 
“When I did student teaching, it was 
so challenging that I decided to do 

full-time real estate after I graduated 
after I found it was truly my passion.”

2017 was his first full-time year in 
real estate and he absolutely loves 
what he does. 

“I can’t see myself doing anything else 
other than real estate,” he says. 

Being Patient with the Process

“I take it one day at a time,” says 

Alex. “You have to be patient with 
the process. Be patient with work. Be 
patient with clients. You also have to 
be available for clients, being the cli-
ent’s representative at all times.” Alex 
excels in doing the best job he can for 
his clients, creating a referral network. 

“In the last 2 years, my business has 
snowballed, due to referrals and past 
clients,” says Alex. 
 

with RE/MAX United Associates
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“You have to think of every client 
as a seed,” says Alex. “You plant all 
these seeds and in a few years  from 
now, these turn into referrals from 
friends and family.” He figures that a 
$100,000 home could create millions 
of dollars in production in the next 
decade through the snowball effect. 
To Alex, it’s all about planting seeds. 
 
Last year, Alex sold a total of 101 
homes with a sales volume of 27 mil-
lion dollars.  He is expecting to exceed 
that this year with a sales volume 
north of 30 million dollars.

Alex is the only agent in his team that 
deals with the production aspect of 
real estate. He has a team supporting 
him every step of the way with a mar-
keting person and a licensed assistant 
that helps with showings. Nikki is his 
marketing director. “Laurel is consid-
ered my flex player,” says Alex. “She 
helps me out by letting a contractor 
into a home and showings. Joe is my 
contract coordinator and does the 
transaction coordination.” 

A Strict Upbringing Fostered Drive 

and Discipline 

“My father was an officer in the 
military and I had a relatively strict 
upbringing,” says Alex. “That is why 
I am who I am. I am able to get things 
done, stay focused, and remain strict 
with myself.” His internal motivation 
coupled with his determination trans-
lates into real results in real estate. 
 
Alex’s mom, who was a stay-at-home 
mom to Alex and his three siblings, 
instilled good values in him. “She taught 
me to be the best that you can and not 
to care about what others think of you,” 
says Alex. She taught him the impor-
tance of having thick skin, a quality that 
serves him well today.
 
“Everyone in my family played a role 
in who I am today,” he reflects. “My 
grandparents taught me about hard 
work. I started getting into sales 
and negotiations at an early age. My 

grandparents would take us to the flea market, 
Traders World in Monroe. I would have $10 to 
spend and my goal was to negotiate and see what I 
could bring the price down to, which a lot of people 
don’t know how to do.” 
 
Alex credits the flea market for teaching him to be 
an effective negotiator. He also learned how to read 
and adapt to people at the young age of 9. “It helped 
me with real estate,” says Alex.

Family Focused 

When Alex isn’t working, you can find him with his 
high school sweetheart Aleesha, whom he married 
several years ago. “We’ve been together since high 
school and have grown up together,” says Alex. 

A proud father, Alex and Aleesha’s daughter Ariel 
was born on St. Patty’s Day last year. Aleesha also 
gave birth to a boy recently this year. Alex jokes, 
“Things are getting crazy.” 

“My kids are everything,” raves Alex. “We enjoy 
being in our backyard and we have our whole base-
ment dedicated to the kids with learning stations 
and play stations.”

Aleesha, a Physician Assistant in the ER, works at 
Dayton Children’s Hospital. “She’s a trooper,” raves 
Alex. “She’s a go-getter.” Alex credits Aleesha for 
her support of his profession. 

“I have a really good support system at work and at 
home. Without my family and team, I would not be 
able to do half of what I do. I am very thankful to be 
in the position I am in.”

Being a dad has helped Alex be a better REALTOR®. 
He comments, “I’ve been able to be more patient. 
I feel like my outlook on a lot of things is different 
with more understanding.”

Outside Interests 

To relax and unwind, Alex likes to go to car shows. 

“I love my Jaguar and Mustang, and I really like 
British racing cars and American muscle cars,” 
he says. Alex is a proud member of the Cincinnati 
Jaguar Club and feels the need for speed. 
Other pastimes include attending music festivals 
and traveling. Alex and Aleesha have been to 
Barbados, Jamaica, France, Belgium, Germany, 
Switzerland, Netherlands, and Mexico. Alex says, 
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“The Power to Choose 
Home Warranty Company”

The Sign You’ve 
Been Looking For

Jenna Wheeler
Senior Sales Executive

937.474.1866
E: jennaw@achosahw.com

$99
NEW MOVE-IN SPECIAL

Heating and Cooling Maintenance
Work to be performed during normal 

business hours. Not valid with any 
other offers.

Expires  12/31/2021

Smarter Home & EntertainmentSMARTER HOME & ENTERTAINMENT

• Certi�ed Control 4 Showroom for Smart Home Automation
• Home Theater - Whole Home Audio - Security
• Smart Lighting - Automated Shades - Climate Control
• TV’s - Theater Seating - Furniture
• Streaming Audio - High Performance Audio - Headphones
• Custom Design, Installation and Support
• Free In-Home or O�ce Consultation

Visit Us & Educate Your Home Buyers

“My goal is to continue traveling 
when we can with the kids. I never 
went on vacation when I was little. 
I’m excited to share those experiences 
with my kids.” 

Mentoring Others 

“I wouldn’t be here without the people 
who have helped me to get here, people 
who mentored me in my beginning 

years, the risk people had to take in 
letting me work with them. Mentorship 
is so important,” says Alex. 

Alex wants to be a mentor to others, 
especially those who are just com-
ing into the business. He has a heart 
to give back to others. He advises 
younger agents, “Don’t be afraid to 
start your real estate career. You 

have to take risks, make changes, and 
don’t be afraid to ask questions, look 
vulnerable for a moment, or say the 
wrong things.”

If you’re interested in being mentored 
by Alex or would like to connect with 
him, reach out to him via email at 
agentschafers@gmail.com.

YOU PLANT ALL THESE SEEDS AND IN A 

FEW YEARS  FROM NOW, THESE TURN INTO 

REFERRALS FROM FRIENDS AND FAMILY.

We Give Your Buyers the 
Security They Deserve!

"Ian is AMAZING! He gave me so much confidence, and 
enthusiasm, for the home I ultimately purchased! I 
appreciated his common sense explanations about the 
inner working of my home, and trusted him to let me 
know the clear areas of concerns, as well as the simple 
fixes. He goes above and beyond...from his thorough 
report with photographs, to being easy to reach, and 
easy to like!" ~Molly

Contact

Ian Trefzger
(513) 379-7988
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Individuals | By Volume Closed date from Jan 1- June 30 as of July 13 at 11:31PM

TOP 150 STANDINGS

Rank Name Office Total Volume

1 Julie K Back Sibcy Cline 62 $61,310,033 

2 Ellie D Kowalchik Keller Williams Pinnacle Group 97 $39,484,319 

3 Scott A Oyler Coldwell Banker Realty 93 $36,426,448 

4 Rick J Finn Coldwell Banker Realty 95 $35,891,753 

5 Heather R Herr Coldwell Banker Realty 70 $32,143,950 

6 Amy Hackett Roe Coldwell Banker Realty 47 $31,822,211 

7 Shelley Miller Reed Coldwell Banker Realty 43 $31,667,211 

8 Jeffrey E Woken Redefine Realty 118 $31,618,250 

9 Daniel K Watkins Comey & Shepherd 129 $30,785,200 

10 Ragan R McKinney Ragan McKinney Real Estate 150 $30,227,089 

11 Bob Dorger Comey & Shepherd 53 $29,712,838 

12 Megan S Stacey Coldwell Banker Realty 60 $27,790,922 

13 Sandra L Peters Comey & Shepherd 34 $27,727,250 

14 Adam G Marit Real Link 91 $26,731,620 

15 Kevin E Hildebrand eXp Realty 86 $26,610,035 

16 Kim K Mansfield Keller Williams Advisors Realty 99 $26,097,816 

17 Andrew S Gaydosh eXp Realty 99 $25,762,272 

18 Alice M Jones Comey & Shepherd 102 $23,721,090 

19 Michael C Hinckley Coldwell Banker Realty 38 $22,034,213 

20 Sarah A Woody Keller Williams Advisors Realty 71 $21,358,785 

21 Rakesh Ram Coldwell Banker Realty 69 $21,277,334 

22 Tom Deutsch Jr. Coldwell Banker Realty 86 $20,486,627 

23 Walter B Gibler Coldwell Banker Realty 54 $20,301,980 

24 Lisa S Morales Coldwell Banker Realty 69 $19,830,438 

25 Susan K Welsh Real Link 66 $19,548,217 

26 Holly M Finn Coldwell Banker Realty 52 $19,414,753 

27 Jack C Hinckley Coldwell Banker Realty 31 $19,147,713 

28 Jackie Quigley Comey & Shepherd 36 $18,285,044 

29 Robert Dorger Comey & Shepherd 31 $18,281,000 

30 Helena F Cameron Sibcy Cline 38 $18,190,560 

31 Diane Tafuri Sibcy Cline 27 $18,123,600 

32 Michael P Hines Coldwell Banker Realty 35 $17,988,787 

33 Gina A Dubell-Smith eXp Realty 37 $17,795,097 

34 Andrea L DeStefano Sibcy Cline 32 $17,627,546 
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Individuals | By Volume Closed date from Jan 1- June 30 as of July 13 at 11:31PM

TOP 150 STANDINGS

Rank Name Office Total Volume

51 Beth R Mahoney Sibcy Cline 26 $13,439,574 

52 Patrick J Cagney Coldwell Banker Realty 59 $13,361,050 

53 Jeanne M Rieder Hoeting, Realtors 55 $13,275,100 

54 Don W Smith Real Estate Services 64 $13,264,500 

55 Jamie R Gabbard Comey & Shepherd 49 $13,218,813 

56 Alexander Schafers RE/MAX United Associates 46 $12,865,766 

57 Steve S Early Sibcy Cline 16 $12,847,100 

58 Michael L Vazquez ERA Real Solutions Realty 35 $12,774,994 

59 Doug Spitz Coldwell Banker Realty 32 $12,768,872 

60 Bobby Stephens Comey & Shepherd 18 $12,767,762 

61 Linda T Destefano Sibcy Cline 23 $12,759,280 

62 James E Pitzer III Coldwell Banker Realty 46 $12,480,662 

63 DeeDee R Ollis RE/MAX Victory + Affiliates 48 $12,088,400 

64 Bishnu L Kharel RE/MAX Preferred Group 41 $12,013,200 

65 Michael T Wiseman ERA Real Solutions Realty 35 $12,010,113 

66 Anna S Bisher Coldwell Banker Realty 31 $11,865,380 

67 Marc A Cameron Sibcy Cline 27 $11,846,500 

68 Kimberly A Price Plum Tree Realty 64 $11,825,750 

69 Scott T Ferguson Keller Williams Advisors Realty 38 $11,686,144 

70 Sue Wahl Comey & Shepherd 41 $11,483,200 

71 Jill O Ferguson Keller Williams Advisors Realty 34 $11,324,244 

72 David D Dawson Sibcy Cline 25 $11,318,150 

73 Angelo M Pusateri Comey & Shepherd 22 $11,220,523 

74 Mitchell Ram Coldwell Banker Realty 31 $11,219,200 

75 Lisa M Phair Coldwell Banker Realty 37 $11,214,000 

76 Shifali Rouse RE/MAX Preferred Group 27 $11,098,717 

77 Brian P Leisgang Coldwell Banker Realty 39 $11,095,002 

78 Michelle R Sloan RE/MAX Time 25 $11,043,313 

79 Jon L Bowling eXp Realty 27 $11,002,234 

80 Amy L Markowski RE/MAX Preferred Group 60 $11,001,660 

81 John M Bissman Keller Williams Pinnacle Group 38 $10,960,470 

82 Pam Steiner Comey & Shepherd 14 $10,918,000 

83 Sue M Miller Comey & Shepherd 38 $10,794,200 

84 Maura K Cagney-Tipton Coldwell Banker Realty 48 $10,659,400 

DISCLAIMER: Information is based on reported numbers to the Cincinnati REALTORS® through the MLS, as indicated above by the date range listed on the actual 
date the numbers were run. Transactional reporting is not static, as numbers vary based on the way they are reported by the REALTOR®. Accuracy is also affected by 
the date transactions are reported, which affects all parties involved in a transaction. New construction or numbers not reported to Cincinnati REALTORS® through 
the MLS within the date range listed are not included. Cincinnati REALTORS® are not responsible for submitting this information.

Rank Name Office Total Volume

35 Peter D Chabris Keller Williams Seven Hills Re 72 $17,452,793 

36 Ron A Bisher Coldwell Banker Realty 52 $17,362,155 

37 Mike Hildebrand eXp Realty 57 $17,311,775 

38 Tyler A Smith RE/MAX United Associates 38 $16,899,650 

39 Sue S Lewis Sibcy Cline 45 $16,813,048 

40 Keli S Williams Sibcy Cline 40 $16,657,912 

41 Sondra M Parker Coldwell Banker Realty 42 $16,284,894 

42 Julia Wesselkamper Coldwell Banker Realty 36 $15,936,900 

43 Michael T Maley Comey & Shepherd 64 $15,598,000 

44 Heather M Stallmeyer Coldwell Banker Realty 36 $15,187,184 

45 Kathy J Kramer Star One Real Estate 35 $15,096,997 

46 Molly E Blenk Comey & Shepherd 44 $14,994,905 

47 Lynn M Schwarber Comey & Shepherd 30 $14,854,800 

48 Deborah A Martin Keller Williams Advisors Realty 27 $14,017,877 

49 Micha Gleisinger Comey & Shepherd 26 $13,593,074 

50 Tiffany B Allen-Zeuch Sibcy Cline 28 $13,484,360 
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Individuals | By Volume Closed date from Jan 1- June 30 as of July 13 at 11:31PM

TOP 150 STANDINGS

Rank Name Office Total Volume

101 Cindy Shetterly Keller Williams Distinctive Real Estate 39 $9,419,600 

102 Carol A Grubb Comey & Shepherd 20 $9,353,500 

103 Angela M Sexton Coldwell Banker Realty 19 $9,337,100 

104 Beau Tuke Sibcy Cline 19 $9,258,400 

105 Daniel Baron Keller Williams Advisors Realty 28 $9,150,350 

106 Andrea M Johnson RE/MAX Victory + Affiliates 26 $9,143,774 

107 Michelle Lee Weadbrock 38 $9,107,519 

108 Kristen Carter Keller Williams Advisors Realty 29 $9,032,800 

109 Monika Deroussel eXp Realty 25 $9,021,740 

110 Erin P Fay Comey & Shepherd 28 $9,018,500 

111 Rob J Mahoney Sibcy Cline 18 $8,983,474 

112 Celia B Carroll Sibcy Cline 17 $8,944,000 

113 Kelly Pear Comey & Shepherd 22 $8,941,000 

114 Brittney Frietch RE/MAX Preferred Group 23 $8,908,790 

115 Lindsay Spears RE/MAX Incompass 42 $8,814,655 

116 Angela M Apking Sibcy Cline 17 $8,707,689 

117 Brendan S Morrissey Sibcy Cline 32 $8,690,400 

118 Candace N Burton Sibcy Cline 31 $8,538,369 

119 Keith T Taylor Comey & Shepherd 34 $8,493,887 

120 Patrick Gunning Coldwell Banker Realty 13 $8,441,745 

121 Chris B Gerke Comey & Shepherd 29 $8,428,980 

122 Denise M Taylor Sibcy Cline 33 $8,418,041 

123 Richard A Davey Comey & Shepherd 33 $8,378,887 

124 Oscar Asesyan Sibcy Cline 21 $8,355,888 

125 Susan B Rissover Keller Williams Advisors Realty 22 $8,330,000 

126 Catherine M Mueller Sibcy Cline 24 $8,299,846 

127 Deb LaFrance RE/MAX Preferred Group 20 $8,292,877 

128 James C Harris Keller Williams Seven Hills Re 30 $8,234,000 

129 Karen S Kelley Comey & Shepherd 13 $8,202,000 

130 Denise L Gifford Keller Williams Advisors Realty 31 $8,172,422 

131 Maureen D Pippin Sibcy Cline 7 $8,138,000 

132 Pamela L Kurtz Coldwell Banker Realty 30 $8,127,240 

133 Missy B Friede Century 21 Thacker & Associates 29 $8,081,700 

134 Anne V Bedinghaus Coldwell Banker Realty 35 $8,040,625 

DISCLAIMER: Information is based on reported numbers to the Cincinnati REALTORS® through the MLS, as indicated above by the date range listed on the actual 
date the numbers were run. Transactional reporting is not static, as numbers vary based on the way they are reported by the REALTOR®. Accuracy is also affected by 
the date transactions are reported, which affects all parties involved in a transaction. New construction or numbers not reported to Cincinnati REALTORS® through 
the MLS within the date range listed are not included. Cincinnati REALTORS® are not responsible for submitting this information.

Rank Name Office Total Volume

85 Lesli D Norris Coldwell Banker Realty 33 $10,567,275 

86 Regina M Hamilton Sibcy Cline 40 $10,493,350 

87 William Draznik Coldwell Banker Realty 30 $10,409,118 

88 Tami E Holmes HER LCC 35 $10,328,072 

89 Andrew Homan Coldwell Banker Realty 25 $10,320,277 

90 Tina A Burton Sibcy Cline 36 $10,091,045 

91 Eric Lowry eXp Realty 38 $10,076,358 

92 Priya Sangtani Comey & Shepherd 26 $10,040,095 

93 Beth A Brown Ciul Keller Williams Advisors Realty 42 $9,970,045 

94 Robert DiTomassi Comey & Shepherd 28 $9,879,400 

95 Chris R Waits Sibcy Cline 33 $9,818,950 

96 Robert R Smith Coldwell Banker Realty 44 $9,761,863 

97 Jeffrey R Boyle Keller Williams Advisors Realty 42 $9,753,850 

98 Don M Johnson Cutler Real Estate 34 $9,752,730 

99 Tyler Minges Huff Realty 39 $9,468,700 

100 Larry L Thinnes Sibcy Cline 23 $9,436,299 
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date the numbers were run. Transactional reporting is not static, as numbers vary based on the way they are reported by the REALTOR®. Accuracy is also affected by 
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the MLS within the date range listed are not included. Cincinnati REALTORS® are not responsible for submitting this information.

Rank Name Office Total Volume

135 Chris S Russell Plum Tree Realty 25 $8,040,200 

136 Sheryl D Buechly Key Realty 22 $8,030,900 

137 Drew M Mahoney Sibcy Cline 21 $8,017,792 

138 Laura M Faz eXp Realty 24 $8,008,400 

139 Sandra L Burkhart-Williams Huff Realty 21 $7,977,700 

140 Maryann D Ries Coldwell Banker Realty 21 $7,917,300 

141 Heather S Kopf Kopf Hunter Haas 19 $7,857,450 

142 Steve Sylvester Comey & Shepherd 15 $7,822,586 

143 Jessica Bauer Comey & Shepherd 30 $7,812,900 

144 Roxanne B Qualls Sibcy Cline 16 $7,737,500 

145 Steve L Elbert Around Town Realty 35 $7,711,501 

146 Emily A Foebar Huff Realty 18 $7,711,000 

147 Thomas L Canning Comey & Shepherd 16 $7,673,700 

148 Pete Kopf Kopf Hunter Haas 17 $7,663,700 

149 Michelle E Hudepohl Coldwell Banker Realty 14 $7,599,970 

150 Jessica Lieberman Jones Sibcy Cline 6 $7,598,000 



44 • August 2021 Cincinnati Real Producers • 45@realproducers realproducersmag.com

513-763-2121
1045 Hopkins St. Cincinnati, OH 45203

www.drye�ect.com

A FRESH KIND OF CLEAN UP!
Mold Inspection/Testing · Mold Removal

Mold Remediation · Water/ Flood Mitigation
Basement Waterproofing · Foundation Crack Repair

HAVING TROUBLE
SELLING THAT HOME?




