
1 • November 2020 @realproducers

JEFF
SCHNELL

TOP PRODUCER:

SPECIAL VETERANS EDITION!

C O N N E C T I N G .  E L E V A T I N G .  I N S P I R I N G . 

W I C H I TA

N O V E M B E R  2 0 2 0

RISING STAR:
Bobby Armstrong

PARTNER SPOTLIGHT: 
Meritrust Credit Union

EVENT RECAP: 
September Soirée at 6S 

VETERAN REALTOR®: 
Ryan Rust

VETERAN REALTOR®: 
Bryan White



2 • November 2020 Wichita Real Producers • 3@realproducers realproducersmag.com

we’re stronger together
The holidays are around the corner. We're here to help your clients end 2020 in their 

dream home. Happy Thanksgiving to you and your loved ones.
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thank you
T oo often we forget that our freedom and 

pursuit of happiness comes at a cost. 
Throughout our history, servicemen 
and women have been putting their lives 

on the line, paying the ultimate price, so we can be 
afforded the luxuries of being free. Now,  more than 
ever, we need to thank those who willingly choose 
to put themselves in harm’s way to keep us safe. 
Whether it’s donating time, money, or just a simple 
thank you…even the smallest gesture can go a long 
way in a Veteran’s life to let them know they are 
appreciated. On behalf of Wichita Real Producers, 
WE WOULD LIKE TO EXTEND A SPECIAL THANK 
YOU TO OUR VETERANS! 

*If you are interested in connecting with an accredited 
Veterans’ charity, please check out The Wounded Warrior 
Project, Fisherhouse, The Fallen Heroes Fund, Passageways 
and Honoring Americas Warriors, and for a more detailed 
list of the many ways you can donate to (and support) 
Veterans, please visit military.com.

We had an absolute blast connecting with Wichita’s Top 
Producers and Preferred Business Partners at our September 
Soirée! Check out the event recap and memorable photos on 
page 32! Thank you to all who attended!

Sincerely Your Friend, Your Publisher,  
Your REALTOR®, Samantha Lucciarini

T O  O U R  V E T E R A N S !

publisher’s note

thank you
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A & L
Roofing, LLC

A & L Roofing LLC, a locally owned and operated general 
contractor, has the experience and expertise required to 

serve all of your construction needs.

Serving Wichita, El Dorado, 
and Wellington, KS 

316-721-5799
alroofing.orgA+ Rated Member of the BBB since 1997

YOUR "ONE-STOP SHOP" 
FOR ALL REPAIR REQUESTS

CONCRETE
DRIVEWAY
SIDEWALKS
HVAC
ELECTRICIANS
GFCI'S

•

•
•
•
•

•

•
•
•
•
•

PLUMBING
SEWER LINE CHECKS
HORSE ARENAS
AIRPLANE HANGARS
SIDING

WINDOWS
GUTTERING
CARPORTS
PATIO COVERS
AWNINGS
STEEL BUILDINGS

•

•
•
•
•

•
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Now Offering 
Residential Design
Commercial Design 
Selections
Fabrication
Personal Shopping

I Info@Dawnsdesignswichita.com I 316.260.2064 I @dawnsdesignswichita
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S This section has been created to give you easier access when searching for a trusted real estate 

affiliate. Take a minute to familiarize yourself with the businesses sponsoring your magazine. These 

local businesses are proud to partner with you and make this magazine possible. Please support 

these businesses and thank them for supporting the REALTOR® community!

BLINDS: SALES/ 

REPAIRS/CLEANING

Radical Bubbles

Ann Seybert

(316) 204-4694

radicalbubbles.com

BUILDER

Craig Sharp Homes

(316) 775-2129

craigsharphomes.com

CABINETS AND  

GRANITE COUNTERTOPS

Wichita Granite & Cabinetry

(316) 945-8880

wichitagraniteand 

cabinetry.com

CONSTRUCTION / 

MORTGAGE LOANS

Andover State Bank

(316) 219-1611

goasb.com

COUNTERTOPS – 

GRANITE/QUARTZ

Keystone Solid Surfaces

Cyle Barnwell

(316) 778-1566

keystonesolidsurfaces.com

DEVELOPER

Schellenberg Development

(316) 721-2153

schellenberg 

development.com

FINANCIAL PLANNING

Edward Jones

Jeff Christensen

(316) 990-1968

jeff.christensen@

edwardjones.com

FINANCIAL RESOURCES

Equisset

Eric Schlecht

(316) 217-1178

equisset.com

FLOORING

Designer’s Home Gallery

Ben Henwood

(316) 440-8888

nouglyfloors.com

Jabara’s Carpet Outlet

Jason Jabara

(316) 267-2512

jabaras.com

HEALTH INSURANCE

Kemper Health

Joe Sauer

(316) 687-3658

kemper.com

HOME INSPECTION

Pillar To Post

Jason Hancock

(316) 570-1444

pillartopost.com/

jasonhancock

Precision Home Inspection

Shane Neal

(316) 755-5120

ksprecisioninspections.com

HOME LOANS

Heartland Credit Union

Michael Lorimor

3777 N Maize Road

Wichita, KS 67205

(800) 428-8472

HOME WARRANTY

Achosa Home Warranty

George Brockman

(417) 983-3204

achosahw.com

Old Republic  

Home Protection

Janell Enderson

(800) 282-7131 x1291

www.myorhp.com/

JanellEnderson

HOUSECLEANING & 

CONCIERGE SERVICES

ICT Fresh Nest

Nicole Hagar

(316) 866-1259

INSURANCE AGENCY

American Family Insurance

Dylan Hartnett

(316) 775-5522

agent.amfam.com/

dylan-hartnett/ks/augusta

INSURANCE BROKER

Zachary Insurance

(316) 773-1330

zacharyins.com

INSURANCE/ 

FINANCIAL SERVICES

State Farm Insurance

Crystal McEachern

(316) 425-0925

callcrystalnow.com

INTERIOR DESIGN

Dawn’s Designs

Dawn Tucker

(316) 260-2064

dawnsdesignswichita.com

LANDSCAPE DESIGN  

& SERVICE

Total Landscape Solutions

Jeremiah Petrocci

(316) 217-3344

LENDER

US Mortgage Company

Will King

(316) 312-2936

kansasloanman.com

LENDERS

Credit Union of America

(316) 265-3272

CUofAmerica.com

MORTGAGE

Gateway Mortgage Group

Kandi Jones

(316) 530-8123

gatewayloan.com/kandi-jones

Kanza Bank

(316) 636-5821

kanzabank.com

KS State Bank

Grace Peterson

(316) 347-2209

gracehomeloan.com

Meritrust Credit Union

meritrustcu.org

RCB Bank

Christy Almquist

(316) 247-7704

rcbbank.com

Sierra Pacific Mortgage

Scott Steele

(704) 654-1409

www.sierrapacific 

mortgage.com

MORTGAGE BANKER

BNC National Bank

(316) 854-3625

bncnationalbank.com/wichita

MORTGAGE LENDER

LeaderOne

Aaron Clark

7340 W 21st Suite 104

Wichita, KS 67205

(316) 573-3996

aaronclark.leader1.com

MORTGAGE LENDING

US Bank

Steve Farmer

(316) 655-1700

mortgage.usbank.com/

steve-farmer-wichita-ks

MOVERS

Mighty Movers

Sherry Smith

(316) 685-5719

movingwichita.com

MOVING / PACKING

Two Men And A Truck

Garret Petetman

(316) 558-5588

twomenwichita.com

PHOTOGRAPHER

Jennifer Ruggles 

Photography

Jennifer Ruggles

(615) 415-3029

jenniferruggles 

photograhpy.com

PHOTOGRAPHY

Darrin Hackney 

Photography

(316) 992-4225

darrinhackney.com

PICTURE FRAMING  

& RESTORATIONS

L’image

John Maida

(316) 618-4839

limage.biz

PLUMBING/HVAC

Frederick Plumbing Heating 

& Air Conditioning

(316) 262-3713

icalledfred.com

POOL & SPA -  

DESIGN/BUILD

Shocker Pools

Doug Baker

(316) 260-4717

shockerpools.com

ROOFING & 

CONSTRUCTION

A & L Roofing

Art Lohrengel

(316) 721-5799

alroofing.org

Guardian Roofing  

and Construction

(316) 302-4100

guardianroofingks.com

STAGING

Refined Furniture Rental

Ashley Labus

(316) 990-8262

refinedfurniturerental.com

TAX SPECIALIST

Phelps Tax

Ryan Phelps

(316) 262-1900

phelpstax.com

TITLE COMPANY

Security 1st Title

(316) 267-8371

security1st.com

VIDEOGRAPHY/

PHOTOGRAPHY

Adler Grey Collective

Adam Dreher

(316) 619-2620

adlergreyvideography.com
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MONDAY - FRIDAY 8:00 - 6:00PM  |  SATURDAY 9:00 - 3:00

LIFETIME INSTALLATION WARRANTY
ON ALL WOOD, TILE & CARPET

nouglyfloors.com  |  530 N Hydraulic Street Wichita, KS 67214  |  316-395-9949  |  ben@nouglyfloors.com

New Floors Can
Make ALL the
DIFFERENCE
Payment at Closing Accepted!

"I met Ben Henwood at the
Real Producer kickoff party in 
February. I happened to be 
looking for carpet for my stair-
case in my personal home. I 
described to Ben what I had in 
mind. He came by my house 
and looked at my style of decor 
and then chose several options 
for me at his studio and I picked 
one of those! I did not have time 
to search through hundreds of 
carpet samples to pick the right 
one. Ben was able to do all my 
legwork for me! In addition to 
that, his prices were great! I 
LOVE my new carpet! I would 
highly recommend Ben's 
services! Also, I did not know 
Ben before this part so his 
networking at this party got
him at least one sale!"
Amelia Sumerell,
Coldwell Banker Plaza

ON YOUR PHONE!
DOWNLOAD OUR MOBILE APP

GET EVERY ISSUE

Search Digapub
Choose Kansas 
Wichita Real Producers

W I C H I TA

C O N N E C T I N G .  E L E V A T I N G .  I N S P I R I N G . 
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top producer
Written by Dave Danielson 
Photos by Jennifer Ruggles Photography

JEFF
SCHNELL
Has Dedicated 

His Life  

to Service

KW Signature Partners

Jeff transitioned back to mortgages, 
specializing in VA, New Construction, 
and RELO loans. After nearly 
10 years in lending, he became a 
REALTOR®. Just over two years 
ago, he got his Broker’s license. “One 
of the reasons I went from lending 
to real estate was to take control of 
my schedule,” Jeff explains. “I was 
consistently putting in 75 hours per 
week, with most 85 to 90 hours. Real 
Estate has also allowed me to protect 
my clients from the front lines instead 
of being in a supporting role.”

Passion for Others
Jeff’s family is his world—he and his 
wife have been married for 15 years 
and have three children—a 12-year-
old son, a 6-year-old daughter, and a 
4-year-old son. “I can work when my 
clients need me, and I can also serve 
my family. If my son has a baseball 
game, I am there to coach. I can be 
there for the things that matter. 
That’s why I work as hard as I do,” 
Jeff tells us. “I have flexibility, and the 
option to spend time with my family.”

In today’s world, it’s good to take a 
step back and see the needs around 
us. One of those who maintain a 
strong focus on others is Jeff Schnell. 
As an Associate Broker with KW 
Signature Partners, Jeff lives a life 
of service. “Faith in God and service 
have always been a big part of my 
life,” he tells us.

Growing and Giving
Jeff’s parents provided outstanding 
examples of hard work and service 
for him to follow. “I grew up on a 
fourth-generation farm in Oklahoma. 
Growing up, hard work was normal,” 
Jeff says. “My parents were foster 
parents; my mother still is 39 years 
later. Over 300 children have called 
them ‘mom and dad.’” 

After two years of college, Jeff joined 
the Army, where he served in the 
82nd Airborne Infantry and with the 
1st AirCAV as an Apache Crew Chief 
serving from 1996-2001. Jeff’s patri-
otism started with his grandfather, 
Oadis Blakely. “Big O was at Omaha 
Beach on D-Day and wounded in the 
first wave,” Jeff remembers. “I have 
almost 40 first cousins, and a lot of us 
served. It was never an expectation 
to serve…we just did. I have brothers 
who I served with and that we have 
lost. Staying in touch with those Gold 
Star families is important to me.”

New Ways of Contributing
After the Army, Jeff was recruited into 
lending, where he specialized in VA 
lending. Jeff and his wife moved back 
to Wichita in 2006, where they opened 
a full-service design firm specializing 
in new construction. “We worked 
together for five years, working 80 
hours a week. Then our son was born, 
and we decided my wife should be a 
stay-at-home mom. That’s a big driver 
for me…for my family to not only sur-
vive, but thrive,” Jeff tells us.



14 • November 2020 Wichita Real Producers • 15@realproducers realproducersmag.com

Jeff’s passion for real estate extends 
directly to his clients, with an emphasis 
on military families. “The military is 
a tight-knit family. That’s what drives 
me—to serve my military brothers 
and sisters,” Jeff emphasizes. “I want 
to protect them as they deal with the 
largest investment in their life.”

Caring extends beyond his career. 
Jeff and his family have been licensed 

for foster care multiple times. He is 
helping to start a foster care min-
istry, as well as serving weekly on 
his Church’s Livestream team as a 
director and camera operator. Jeff 
previously served for two years with 
Habitat for Humanity on a commit-
tee and as a financial mentor. During 
the Holidays, Jeff’s family buys and 
delivers meals and groceries for that 
week’s vacation for families in need. 

“We take our kids along,” Jeff says. 
“We want to show them the mindset 
that we are blessed to be a blessing.”

In the office, it’s no surprise that Jeff 
serves…he serves on his office Agent 
Leadership Council as a financial 
committee chair and on the growth 
team where he helps agents focus on 
their business growth. Jeff also serves 
as the office’s Tech-Ambassador, 

The military is a  

tight-knit FAMILY.  

That’s what drives me—

to serve my military 

brothers and sisters.
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832 N Webb Rd #400 Wichita, KS 67206
(316) 260-4717  •  www.ShockerPools.com

• POOL SERVICE AND MAINTENANCE  
• NEW IN-GROUND POOL CONSTRUCTION
• HOT TUBS   

Visit Our Retail Location

Certi�ed Pool InspectorsCerti�ed Pool Inspectors

SHANE NEAL, Owner

PRECISION
HOME INSPECTION SERVICE

(316)755-5120

“By having Shane Neal of Precision Home Inspection Service 
perform our home inspections, we are able to successfully 
navigate through this critical point of the transaction. Not only 
is Shane thorough and knowledgeable, he e�ectively 
communicates to us and our clients his findings regarding the 
condition of the homes. He even goes above and beyond 
and educates our clients on how to care of 
their home after they own it. We are able to 
be the Fiduciary for our clients at a higher 
level by using Shane’s services. We highly 
recommend others use Shane for home 
inspections.”
Ronda Welsh, Realtor, Keller Williams 
Signature Partners, LLC

www.ksprecisioninspections.com

assisting agents with KW’s 
Technology platform COMMAND and 
with general technology as needed.

God. Family. Service.
As Jeff considers his life and career, 
he is grateful for the gifts he has 
received from life’s experience. “The 
center of who I am is God, family, and 
service. I know that my life is blessed. 
I will have my best year, despite 
COVID…that is nothing short of God,” 
he says. “April to July is when I see 
most of my business because that’s 
when the military moves. This year 
with COVID, I didn’t have any PCS 
transfers this summer. I know God 
brought me my clients.”

Jeff’s ongoing passion for his work is 
continuing to carry out the mission 
of helping people—a mission that is 
fueled by a genuine love of others. “I 
don’t do what I do just because,” Jeff 
says. “I do it because I have love for 
people...for wanting to protect others. 
In the military, we serve because 
we want to protect the nation. The 
same holds true with what I do now. 
It’s about loving others and serving 
them…it’s just who I am.”
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Professional Headshots by
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rising star

Stays FOCUSED and GROUNDED
New Door Real Estate

Written by Heather Pluard 
Photos by Jennifer Ruggles Photography

While most 23-year-olds are 
still trying to figure out what to 

do in life, Bobby Armstrong is 
making a name for himself in the 

real estate world. New to the busi-
ness as of 2019, he sold $2 million 

in his first year with New Door Real 
Estate. Bobby is on track to exceed 

that number this year, and he has big 
plans for his future in the industry.  

“My values are to be kind and to do the 
right thing by people at all times,” Bobby 
says. “But to be honest, that’s how most 
people in Wichita are—which is one of the 
reasons I love my hometown so much. As 
the youngest of six siblings, I also appreci-
ate living close to my family.”

After graduating from Bishop Carrol High 
School in 2016, Bobby played golf for 
Kansas City Kansas Community College 
on a scholarship. In two years, he gradu-
ated college with his associate’s in general 
business and immediately moved back to 

Wichita. “I missed it here,” Bobby says. 
“You don’t get the same smiles and ‘hellos’ 
and ‘how are you doings’ in Kansas City.”

Knowing that he eventually wanted to 
get into real estate sales, Bobby started a 
career in rental management. While work-
ing full time managing 350 rental units, he 
obtained his real estate license in 2018. 
“I thought it would take a while before I 
could rely solely on commission income, so 
I began building my network even before 
I joined a brokerage,” he says. “I know a 
wide variety of people, and it’s my nature 
to treat people well. You never know what 
kind of relationship you can build with a 
person or where that can lead.”

In 2019, Bobby joined New Door Real 
Estate, an independent, boutique firm 
with four agents. “Most local businesses in 
Wichita are small enough where you know 
the owners and can build lasting relation-
ships with them,” Bobby says. “New Door 
reminds me of a mom-and-pop shop. I 

BOBBY
ARMSTRONG
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really feel like they want the best for 
me and have my interests at heart. 
The owner, Chris Ketzner, is one of 
the kindest, most genuine people I’ve 
ever met. She’s always looking out for 
the team. For the first few months, I 
just followed her around and learned 
from what she was doing. Chris is 
an excellent mentor and can answer 
every question I have.”

With a vast network of family, friends, 
and former tenants, Bobby ramped up 
his business incredibly fast. He makes 
himself available to his clients 24/7, 
responding quickly to their requests 
and providing an exceptional level 
of service. “I go over the top,” Bobby 
says. “And I work hard to earn my 
clients’ respect. I have a list of contrac-
tors for everything people need when 
contracts come in, I take the time to 
thank people for their business and 
referrals, and I like to catch up with 
clients after the sale. I get so much 
fulfillment from making my clients 
happy, especially when they’ve just 
bought their first home. Real estate is 
a rewarding career, and my goal is to 
build long-term relationships.”

Affectionately called “Grandpa” by his 
friends, Bobby goes to bed early and 
gets up at 5 am to exercise daily before 
walking his Border Collie, Miles, and 
heading to work. “I never have FOMO 
(Fear of Missing Out),” he smiles. “If 
I’m not operating at 100% each day, 
then I’m doing my clients a disservice. 
I need to be focused and ready to go 
each day. You get out of real estate 
what you put into it, and there’s no 
limit. Eventually, I’d like to follow in 
Chris’s footsteps and open my own 
branch. Until then, I’ll take what I can 
and go. I plan to sell real estate at a 
high level for a long time to come.”

If I’m not operating at 

100% each day, then 

I’m doing my clients a 

disservice. I need to be 

focused and ready to go 

each day. You get out of 

real estate what you put 

into it, and there’s no limit..



24 • November 2020 Wichita Real Producers • 25@realproducers realproducersmag.com

Loan approval is subject to credit approval and program guidelines. Not all loan programs are available in all states for all loan amounts. Interest rates and program terms are subject to change without 
notice Visit usbank.com to learn more about U.S. Bank products and services. Mortgage, Home Equity and Credit products are offered by U.S. Bank National Association. Deposit products are offered by 
U.S. Bank National Association. Member FDIC. ©2020 U.S. Bank 223105c 9/20

Ashley Ann Allen
Mortgage Loan O
316.768.5526
ashley.allen@usbank.com
NMLS # 454622

Alejandra Soto Gomez

316.768.5525
alejandra.gomez@usbank.com
NMLS # 222758

Suzanne Marcelle Chapman
Mortgage Loan Officer   
316.768.5528 
suzy.chapman@usbank.com
NMLS # 488606

Peggy Sue Pepper
Mortgage Loan O
316.448.4402
peggy.pepper@usbank.com
NMLS # 938242

Steve B. Farmer
Mortgage Sales Manager
316.448.4398
steve.farmer@usbank.com
NMLS # 492459

801 E. Douglas Avenue, 
2nd Floor
Wichita, KS 67202

Loan options for your needs 
to buy, build or borrow

316.992.4225

Darrin Hackney Photography
darrin@darrinhackney.com

“I’ve worked with Darrin Hackney on several projects, and what I admire the most about his work is how 
versatile of a photographer he is. Throw an idea out and he’ll capture it in a way that leaves you awestruck! 
Hackney has mastered it all; portrait, fashion, street, landscape and wedding photography. Call him! He’ll 

turn your project into a masterpiece!” Cassy Cummings Rohr, J.P. Weigand & Sons, Inc.

Capturing beautiful people
in beautiful locations

Capturing beautiful people
in beautiful locations
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partner spotlight

is With You Every Step!
Written by Dave Danielson 

Photos by Jennifer Ruggles Photography.

Each real estate deal comes with its 
own set of moving parts, and it is 
vital to have a partner you can trust. 
That’s where Meritrust Credit Union 
comes in with experience, expertise, 
and service that’s with you and your 
clients every step of the way.

Meritrust has been an iconic part of 
the local landscape since 1935 when 
it was originally chartered to serve 
the employees of Stearman Aircraft 
Company. “This long-standing history 
of serving the community and commit-
ment to local is at the heart of the orga-
nization’s difference,” says Director of 
Residential Lending John Beckman. 
“We’ve been originating loans for the 
local community for about 30 years 
now,” John points out. “As part of that, 
we’ve always serviced the loans in 
house. It can be common for lenders to 
sell loans while moving the servicing 
to another lender—but we keep the 
servicing with us. I think that’s a huge 
benefit our members want and appreci-
ate when they work with us.” 

The team shares a passion for doing 
the right thing. “We take a holistic 
approach to help our members take 
on responsible debt. People come here 
wanting to get a home—not a loan. So 
we help them find the right loan based 
on their situation and where they 
are in life,” John says. “And we have 
established different products that 
aren’t just your normal Fannie Mae 
and Freddie Mac products.”

As Sarah Kriwiel, Real Estate 
Relationship Manager, adds, “We are 
here long after the loan closes. We 
have an experienced team who will 
service our members for the life of 
the loan—handling all tax, escrow, 
and insurance concerns. They know 
we are a local lender and a friendly 
face…and that places us very well in 
the market as we establish strong 
bonds with our members and 
REALTOR® partners.”
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IT’S NOT ABOUT FINANCING YOUR HOME.
IT’S ABOUT FINANCING FOR YOUR FUTURE.

We are committed to 
finding you and your 
family the best 
mortgage solution that
fits your unique situation.
To learn more, contact
our local team at
316-260-5656.

Brian McGinley | Midwest Regional Manager
NMLS #11371
Brian.McGinley@spmc.com
10111 E 21st Street, Suite 200 | Wichita, KS 67206

©2020 Sierra Pacific Mortgage Company, Inc., NMLS # 1788 Equal Housing Lender (www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org). 1180 Iron Point Road, Suite 200, Folsom, CA 95630 (Tel. 800-447-3386).

edwardjones.com
CPIS rebmeM 

We Understand
Commitment

You can rely on Edward 
Jones for one-on-one 
attention, our quality-
focused investment 
philosophy and straight 
talk about your financial 
needs. To learn more, 
call today.

Jeff Christensen, AAMS®

Financial Advisor

142 N Main Suite 115
El Dorado, KS 67042
316-322-0001

Mindy Horsch serves as Real Estate 
Operations Manager and has been 
part of the Meritrust team for 22 
years. “We have 30 people on our 
team now. Ten years ago, we had 
six team members. That growth 
has been amazing to watch,” Mindy 
says. “When we’re talking with our 
members, we take a common-sense 
approach. We’re making decisions 
through our work that impact a lot 
of people down the line, so we work 
to keep things simple and not take 
things to the extreme. With that in 
mind, if you give us a closing date, we 
take that seriously and do everything 
in our power to meet that.” 

The rewards of their work are easy 
to see. As Mindy says, “The best part 
of the day is helping our borrowers 
achieve whatever they’re after.”
 
“It’s rewarding when we hear from 
buyers long after they’ve closed about 
how excellent their experience was, 

and how things along the way were 
top notch. It means a lot working with 
our REALTOR® partners, and when I 
hear how great their experience has 
been with us, that’s the icing on the 
cake,” Sarah says. 

As John says, a big part of success 
relies on fostering a family dynamic. 
“When we work with our REALTOR® 
partners, they know we’re going to 
treat their clients like family. We’re 
going to make the REALTOR® feel 
good about the fact that we do the 
right things for the people they are 
also serving,” John emphasizes. “We 
want our partners to say they refer 
their clients to Meritrust because it 
makes their life easier, and it makes 
lending simple. We’d like them to say 
is it’s the best experience they’ve ever 
had with mortgage lending.”

For more information, contact Meritrust Credit 
Union by phone 316.558.5005, or visit online 
www.meritrusthomeloans.com.

THE MERITRUST REAL ESTATE TEAM 

•	 John Beckman, Director of Residential Lending
•	 Mindy Horsch, Real Estate Operations Manager
•	 Mitch Crouch, Real Estate Sales Manager
•	 Sarah Kriwiel, Real Estate Relationship Manager 
•	 Stephanie Davis, Real Estate Loan Originator 
•	 Melanie Elledge, Real Estate Loan Assistant
•	 Kari Gilmore, Real Estate Loan Originator

•	 Messina Hamlin, Real Estate Loan Originator
•	 Ayerianne Hibler, Real Estate Loan Originator 
•	 Cassie Kilpatrick, Real Estate Loan Officer
•	 Ricky Marquez, Real Estate Loan Originator
•	 Gabe McKeever, Real Estate Loan Originator
•	 Vanessa Steward, Real Estate Loan Originator
•	 Hakan Wildcat, Real Estate Loan Originator

The best part of the 

day is helping our 

borrowers achieve 

whatever they’re after.
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Refined Furniture Rental
201 N. Mathewson  |  Wichita, KS 67204

316.990.8262  |  www.refinedfurniturerental.com

REAL ESTATE DESIGN AND STAGING
EVENT STYLING • FURNITURE RENTALASHLEY MOORE, OWNER

B U Y I N G  A  H O M E   |   R E F I N A N C I N G

Branch Office: (NMLS ID#1405053) 405 S. Holland, Suite B, Wichita, KS 67209. Kansas License Mortgage Company, License #MC.0025044-BR.002. US Mortgage Corporation is not an agent of or acting on behalf of or at the direction of HUD/FHA/VA/USDA or the Federal government. 
Rates, fees, and program guidelines are subject to change without notice. Some loans arranged through third party providers. Certain restrictions may apply. This is not intended as an offer to extend credit nor it is a commitment to lend. Corporate Office (NMLS ID#3901): 201 Old 

Country Road, Suite 140, Melville, NY 11747; (800)LOANS-15. Kansas Licensed Mortgage Company, License #MC.0025044.

Will King  |  Branch Manager/Loan Officer
NMLS #459176

Office: (316) 665-7343  |  Cell: (316) 312-2936
ksloanman@usmortgage.com

www.kansasloanman.com

C A L L  A  L E N D E R
Y O U  C A N  T R U S T

We are Thankful for 
Our Realtor Referrals

D E S I G N  •  B U I L D  •  M A I N T E N A N C E

Mowing  •  Bed Maintenance
Tree and Shrub Plantings  •  Sod Installation

Landscape Design Program  •  Spring and Fall Cleanups
Lawn Aeration  •  Seeding  •  Dethatching

Hardscapes: Patios-Walls-Boulders

www.tlswichita.com
316.217.3344Jeremiah Petrocci

Owner

FOUNDER & CEO

316-866-1259
www.ictfreshnest.com

YOUR Independent
Insurance Agent

For over 12 years, the friendly folks at Zachary Insurance have 
been helping our REALTOR® and Lender partners GET IT DONE

Home • Auto • Commercial • Bonds

Chris Zachary
O�ce (316) 773-1330
Mobile (316) 209-8060
chris@zacharyins.com
www.zacharyins.com  
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On Tuesday, September 22, from 5-8 
pm, Wichita Real Producers hosted 
its second REALTOR® appreciation 
event of the year—The September 
Soirée at 6S Steakhouse! With nearly 
200 in attendance, Wichita’s Top 300 
REALTORS®, Brokers, and Trusted 
Business Partners enjoyed live music, 
delicious food, and an open bar.

Sponsors included: US Bank, 
American Family Insurance - 
Dylan Harnett Agency, Achosa 
Home Warranty, Credit Union of 
America, Kanza Bank, Keystone 
Solid Surfaces, Pillar to Post Home 
Inspections, Security 1st, and US 
Mortgage - Will King.

event recap

Music was provided by Toni Todaro, a local artist 
poised to influence and inspire.
Step and Repeat Photography by Kacy Meinecke 
Party Pics by Darrin Hackney Photography

It was a joy to be able to gather and network again. 
We have excitedly started planning for our quar-
terly REALTOR® appreciation events next year...
see you all in January!

A SMASHING SUCCESS!
AT 6 S

SEPTEMBER SOIRÉE



34 • November 2020 Wichita Real Producers • 35@realproducers realproducersmag.com



36 • November 2020 Wichita Real Producers • 37@realproducers realproducersmag.com



38 • November 2020 Wichita Real Producers • 39@realproducers realproducersmag.com

Thank You to all of our 
referral partners for making 
2020 such an amazing year. 

NMLS # 418467

            JR ROHR
            VP Mortgage Retail Sales
NMLS # 16502
316-854-3625
jrohr@bncbank.com

            KEITH STARECK
            Branch Manager
NMLS # 260485
316-854-3644
kstareck@bncbank.om

           SALLY CONGER
           Loan Originator
NMLS # 246106
316-854-3639
sconger@bncbank.com
 
            ERIC JOHNSON
            Loan Originator
NMLS # 1519661
316-854-3636
ejohnson@bncbank.com
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Contact Dylan Schellenberg for information on availability and pricing

WHERE NATURAL ELEMENTS MEET MODERN ELEGANCE

PHASE III NOW AVAILABLE

dylan@premierwichita.com

316-789-5035
yourhomewichita.com

Your Local
Mortgage Banker

Aaron Clark
Mortgage Banker

NMLS#1770738
Office: 316-491-8153
Direct: 316.573.3996

aaronclark@leader1.com
www.aaronclark.leader1.com

7340 W 21st Street N 104 Wichita, KS 67205
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veteran REALTOR®

I S  D E D I C A T E D  T O  S E R V I N G  O T H E R S

Written by Dave Danielson 
Photos by Darrin Hackney Photography

RYAN
RUST

One of the most rewarding experiences in life is when you know 
you’re making a difference for those around you.

A person who knows that feeling very well is Ryan Rust.

As a REALTOR® with Nikkel & Associates, Ryan has created a 
life and remarkable career from serving the needs of others—
including as a veteran of the United States armed forces.

“My oldest child was born 15 days before I graduated from high 
school. I had no skills, minimal education, and I was failing to 
provide for my family financially,” Ryan recalls. “I needed a 
dependable income and benefits, and I needed it now. The mili-
tary gave me those things immediately and a promising future. I 
joined the USMC after meeting with the Navy, Army, and Marine 
Corps.”

REWARDING SERVICE

Through his four years of service in the United States Marines, 
Ryan found a range of rewarding experiences. “I enjoyed learn-
ing what it means to be a leader and Marine,” he explains. “In 
the process, it felt good serving my country while providing for 
my family. The camaraderie that comes from performing hard 
and dangerous tasks as a team is the most rewarding part of my 
service as a United States Marine. That comes with having to 

trust another person with your own life. I also grew 
from being pushed physically and mentally, turning 
problems and roadblocks into opportunities.”

After his service to the nation, including a tour 
during Operation Enduring Freedom concluded, 
Ryan took the next steps forward in his career 
in 2003. In fact, he worked as a Mortgage Loan 
Officer, a Mortgage Account Executive, and also 
sold auto, home, and life insurance with Farmers 
Insurance. Along the way, Ryan also has taken an 
active role in serving his community—as an ongo-
ing member of the Wichita Fire Department.

“I worked in several of the real estate industries and 
invested in real estate. I really enjoyed those aspects 
of real estate and building lifelong relationships with 
people,” Ryan remembers. “From there, becoming a 
REALTOR® seemed like a no-brainer, so I became a 
REALTOR® in 2011. Being in the mortgage business 
and then investing in real estate opened the door to 
a career as a REALTOR®. And on a personal level, 
I’ve always loved hearing and being involved with 
people’s personal stories, including where they’ve 
come from and where they are headed.”

N i k k e l  &  A s s o c i a t e s
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11/30/20*

*O�er expires  11/30/20, a completed
application must be returned by  11/30/20
and the loan must fund prior to expiration.

S-Corp Conversions ∙ Payroll ∙ Bookkeeping
Individual and Small Business Tax Preparation

1119 W Douglas
Wichita, KS 67213
316.262.1900
www.PhelpsTax.com

"Phelps Tax has given me hours 
back that I use to focus my time 
and energy on my highest dollar 
producing activities. They really 
have a passion for helping me 
optimize my time and money."  

Emily Base, 
Roy Real Estate Team

Ryan Phelps, Owner

Ryan’s success in the industry has 
been rewarding in many ways. In the 
process, he has recorded nearly $28.5 
million in career sales volume, includ-
ing over $6 million in 2019 volume, 
achieving Masters Club status. He is 
also on track to make Masters in 2020.

LIFE’S HIGHLIGHTS

Away from work, family is at the 
center of Ryan’s world, including his 
wife, Erica, and his children—Kaleb, 
Alyssa, Brayden, and Landon. In his 
free time, Ryan has a passion for a 
wide range of pursuits, including jiu-
jitsu, camping, fishing, boating, travel-
ing with his family, and spending time 
with their dog, Koda.

Giving back to his community is a 
rewarding feeling for Ryan, as well; he 
has taken an active role in his church, 
Magdalen Catholic Church and 
Knights of Columbus. Erica volunteers 
as a “Fire Wife” as part of the Fireman 
Wife’s Auxiliary, which raises money 
for fire families and local charities.

As Ryan says, real estate provides 
endless opportunities to start and 
invest in lifelong relationships. 
“That’s the most rewarding part of 
what I do…building those lifelong 
relationships, drawing from past 
experiences and real estate occupa-
tions, adding value to every transac-
tion,” he says.

Those who know Ryan see his work 
ethic and his drive to forgo short-
term gratification to achieve long-
term success and happiness. “At the 
end of the day, it’s my interactions 
and relationships with my Lord and 
people, especially my wife and kids 
that are most important to me,” 
Ryan emphasizes. “I love the idea 
that a simple smile or inquiry into 
someone’s day can have a lasting 
impact. As a Veteran, REALTOR®, 
and Firefighter, I get that opportunity 
dozens of times a day!”

Truly, Ryan Rust is fully dedicated to 
serving the needs of others.
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We Offer
Opportunities

From a one-time transaction
to ongoing arrangements,

we can provide an
alternative to

traditional financing.

We enjoy tackling 
challenging situations 
and can act quickly 
to insure we get the 

deal closed.

Eric Schlecht
BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT
eschlecht@equisset.com

316.440.5840
EQUISSET.COM

Opportunity Purchase
Don't let that great deal get away
because of the difficult process of
getting financed.

Opportunity Zones
Whether Equisset acts as a Qualified
Opportunity Zone manger or helps
create capital gains to invest, we are
ready to tackle any situation.

Assured Replacement Property
Equisset has tools to "park" your capital.

Straw Buyer
Equisset can act as an independent
buyer for the property you want.

Keystone Solid 
Surfaces is the 
premier fabricator 
& installer in the 
state of Kansas.

We use 
state-of-the-art 
equipment and 
experienced 
personnel
to design and install 
custom countertops.

C O M M E R C I A L   •   R E S I D E N T I A L   •   R E T A I L

Do you have a project we can help with?
3 1 6 - 7 7 8 - 1 5 6 6   •   K E Y S T O N E S O L I D S U R F A C E S . C O M

1 2 5 0  N  M A I N   •   B E N T O N ,  K S  6 7 0 1 7



48 • November 2020 Wichita Real Producers • 49@realproducers realproducersmag.com

veteran REALTOR®
Written by Nicole Langley 
Photos by Darrin Hackney Photography

Uses His Real Estate Career 
to Continue to Serve!

Bryan White Homes

AAfter attending Hutchinson 

Community College for a Fire 

Science degree and WSU 

for a Pre-Med degree, Bryan 

White graduated in 2003 from 

HCC and immediately joined 

the Army. He served for just 

over four years before being 

medically discharged for an 

injury. Bryan then worked 

over the next nine years as a 

Law Enforcement Officer for 

Hutchinson and a 911 dispatcher 

for Sedgwick County.

Bryan
White
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1800 S West St, Wichita, KS 67213

(316) 945-8880 | wichitagraniteandcabinetry.com | wgcusa316@gmail.com

Locally-owned | Competitive Pricing | Award-winning Craftsmanship

Wichita Granite
& Cabinetry

If it's Dead, Call Fred
316-262-FRED

24-hr Emergency Service
Fall is the time to get your heating system maintenance 

done. Neglecting your system can lead to dangerous 
conditions or simply just be left in the cold all night.

Contemplating his future career 
options, in 2016, Bryan chose to 
become a REALTOR®—as he wanted 
to continue to fulfill his innate 
desire to help others. “Becoming a 
REALTOR® seemed like the perfect 
career where I could still help people 
with significant parts of their lives, 
while not having the physical wear 
and tear on my body,” Bryan tells 
us. Starting his real estate career at 
Berkshire Hathaway Penfed Realty, 
Bryan met Angie George—his coach 
who taught him all of the things he 
needed to know in the industry. Bryan 
started as an independent agent 
before transferring to Keller Williams 
Signature Partners, where, in 2018, 
he formed a team, Bryan White 
Homes, with a friend.

Over the past four years that Bryan 
has been in the business, he has 
received Rookie of the Year, multi-
ple Presidents Circles and a Master 
Circle, and has been in the Top 10 
numerous times. Bryan has a total 
career volume of $12 million with 
$5.25 million sold just last year.

For Bryan, a fulfilling aspect of being 
a real estate agent is the opportunity 
to help his fellow veterans. “A lot 
goes into a real estate transaction...I 
love knowing that when a veteran (or 
client) uses me to make a purchase, 
they will be provided top service. It 
is my goal to provide them with the 
information they need to walk away 
comfortable and confident in their 
buying and selling decisions.” Bryan 
also especially loves working with 
first time home buyers. “I love know-
ing that I get to be a part of that expe-
rience, answering their questions, and 
educating them on the process.”

Bryan is currently passionate about 
working with investment properties; 
he specializes in buying and selling 
any type of investment property and 
is also a property manager and proj-
ect manager for rentals and flips. 

Bryan’s advice to up and coming Top 
Producers is to do the little things that 
others may find trivial after some years 
in the business. “I still door knock, 
make cold calls, and hold open houses,” 
he tells us. “I know some people might 
find holding open houses a waste of 
time, but I average selling two to three 
homes a year from them. And, on top of 
that, it’s very rare that I don’t pick up a 
few real, quality buyer leads.”

Bryan and his wife Heidi, a Marketing 
Director for a mortgage company, have 
four children—Brooklyn (15), Aidan 
(14), Avelina (9), and Scarlett (3). The 
three oldest love sports and playing 
outside, and Scarlett likes to play doc-
tor with her toys and “cook” for her 
family. Heidi and Bryan are working 
on the creation of a troubled youth 
ranch in Colorado. Bryan volunteers 
every year for the Wine, Women & 
Shoes event for the Kansas Children’s 
Foundation, and he also supports a 
multitude of veteran organizations. “I 
am always looking for opportunities to 
help out veterans and promote veteran 
awareness,” Brian smiles.

To Bryan, success is being able to 
look back on your life and know that 
you’ve made a positive impact on 
other’s lives: “Being able to say that I 
made a real difference in even just a 
few people’s lives is more important 
to me than any monetary gain I could 
ever receive. I believe you are here for 
a reason today. There is something 
important for you to accomplish that 
no one else is capable of.”
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(316) 712-5920

Family-owned

BeautiFALL
O U R  A N N UA L  FA L L  F LO O R I N G  S A L E

featuring Special Financing of up to 24 month financing
and Rebates up to $1000 off most purchases.

Not a chain store or a box store, 
’re you’re store

816 N. Broadway
Wichita, KS 67214

www.jabaras.com
 info@jabaras.com

Experienced. Professional. Reliable.

Give us a call today to
schedule your move.

316-202-3703
movingwichita.com

WICHITA'S BEST MOVING COMPANY

Family Owned & Operated
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