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Meritrust is proud to have Karen Johnson on our team.

A Wichita local who has practiced in our city throughout 
her career, Karen has been working on mortgage loans for 
more than 30 years.

Karen has knowledge and expertise when it comes to all 
stages of the home-loan process, including origination, 
processing and closing. Because she is well-versed every 
step of the way, clients see her confidence in the process 
and feel reassured Karen is setting them up for success in 
their new home.

Karen’s relationship with both you and your clients is a 
partnership throughout the entire home-buying process. 
She knows teamwork makes the dream work, and is 
passionate about helping members make their new-home 
dreams come true.

To learn more about Karen and Meritrust’s unique home 
loan solutions, contact her today.

Karen Johnson

Karen Johnson
Senior Real Estate Loan Originator
P. 316.219.7764
NMLS# 454656
Karen.Johnson@meritrustcu.org

meritrusthomeloans.com

MONDAY - FRIDAY 8:00 - 6:00PM  |  SATURDAY 9:00 - 3:00

LIFETIME INSTALLATION WARRANTY ON ALL WOOD, TILE & CARPET

Your listing will 
sell quicker with 
new, clean, 
good-smelling 
flooring or carpet.

nouglyfloors.com  |  530 N Hydraulic Street Wichita, KS 67214  |  316-395-9949  |  ben@nouglyfloors.com

"Beautiful and amazing tiles and flooring, 
all inventory is very unique. I am a repeat 

customer and will be for life. Customer 
service is outstanding as well... if you're 

renovating then, this place is a must!" 
Jessie Ahmed
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A & L
Roofing, LLC

A & L Roofing LLC, a locally owned and operated general 
contractor, has the experience and expertise required to 

serve all of your construction needs.

Serving Wichita, El Dorado, 
and Wellington, KS 

316-721-5799
alroofing.orgA+ Rated Member of the BBB since 1997

YOUR "ONE-STOP SHOP" FOR 
ALL REPAIR REQUESTS

CONCRETE
DRIVEWAY
SIDEWALKS
HVAC
ELECTRICIANS
GFCI'S

•

•
•
•
•

•

•
•
•
•
•

PLUMBING
SEWER LINE CHECKS
HORSE ARENAS
AIRPLANE HANGARS
SIDING

WINDOWS
GUTTERING
CARPORTS
PATIO COVERS
AWNINGS
STEEL BUILDINGS

•

•
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Due to the quality of service our preferred partners provide, 
and the strength of the reputations they have built, our 
partners are confident that they, too, will prevail. Our local 
businesses know that they still want to be in front of their 
ideal clientele - Top REALTORS®! Our local agents will 
continue to require vetted and trusted partners to accom-
plish their clients’ homeownership goals—even if it isn’t 
this exact moment.
 
Through the length of time, our preferred partners have 
built equity via their reputations. Throughout Real Produc-
ers Magazine, I can see that the seeds of credibility have 
already been planted by both Top Producing Agents, as 
well as preferred business partners; and these seeds will be 
ready to bloom as soon as it’s harvest time.
 

Sincerely,

Lanie Schaber, 

Editor
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cation and through quarterly REALTOR® appreciation 
events. Well, maybe we do want something from you...we 
want your participation, feedback and nominations.

Which agents should we meet with? Who has a great 
story that needs to be told? Which business is at the top 
of their game that we should know about? What would 
you like to see in your publication? What could we do 
different or better?

Wichita Real Producers is all about you and just for you. 
I can’t wait to meet every single one of you and put a face 
and story to your name.

Please be sure to take a moment to recognize our newest 
business partners, recommended by you and vetted by 
us: US Bank, Movement Mortgage, Kemper Health, and 

Kanza Bank.

Sincerely Your Friend, Your Publisher, 
and also your fellow REALTOR®,

Samantha Lucciarini

Wichita REALTORS®...I am still in shock at the tremen-
dous turnout for the Launch Party! I am overflowing with 
so much joy and gratitude toward every single one of you 
that attended. Thank you for your support and for contrib-
uting to such a successful event.

I’ve said this a million times and will say it a million more, 
I have the best real estate gig in the ICT! I get to meet all of 
you and learn your stories. I get to throw great parties that 
simply celebrate you and allow you to connect with one 
another, and with the best local businesses.

I know it may still sound a bit too good to be true, but Real 
Producers wants nothing from you. We simply want to 
connect you to your peers through this monthly publi-

publisher’snote

editor’snote
M E E T  T H E  W I C H I TA  R E A L  P R O D U C E R S  T E A M

If you are interested in contributing or nominating Realtors for certain stories, please email 
us at samantha.lucciarini@realproducersmag.com.
DISCLAIMER: Any articles included in this publication and/or opinions expressed therein do not necessarily reflect the views of N2 
Publishing but remain solely those of the author(s). The paid advertisements contained within the Wichita Real Producers magazine are 
not endorsed or recommended by N2 Publishing or the publisher. Therefore, neither N2 Publishing nor the publisher may be held liable or 
responsible for business practices of these companies.

Adam Dreher 
Videographer &  

Photographer

Darrin Hackney
Photographer

Dave Danielson 
Writer

Heather Pluard
Writer

Samantha Lucciarini 
Owner/Publisher 

316-258-4855

Katherine Fondren 
Ads Strategist

Lanie Schaber 
Editor

Jennifer Ruggles 
Photographer

Hello to our incredible Partners and Agents!
 
My name is Lanie Schaber, and I am your Wichita Real 
Producers Editor. I have been a part of the Real Produc-
ers Editing Team for 4 years, and have had the incredible 
opportunity to work with RP Magazines in some of the 
largest cities in the nation. That being said, I have observed 
some very real challenges that our preferred partners 
and Top Producing REALTORS® have faced as a result of 
COVID-19.
 
There has been one common theme that I have recognized 
through my involvement in Real Producers. Our Top Produc-
ing Real Estate Agents are tough and adaptable. They have 
weathered through many storms including volatile markets, 
rising mortgage rates, shifts in technology, shifting political 
climates, environmental changes, and so much more.
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S This section has been created to give you easier access when searching for a trusted real es-

tate affiliate. Take a minute to familiarize yourself with the businesses sponsoring your maga-

zine. These local businesses are proud to partner with you and make this magazine possible. 

Please support these businesses and thank them for supporting the REALTOR® community!

BLINDS: SALES/ 

REPAIRS/CLEANING

Radical Bubbles

Ann Seybert

(316) 204-4694

radicalbubbles.com

BUILDER

Craig Sharp Homes

(316) 775-2129

craigsharphomes.com

Paul Gray Homes

Paul Gray

(316) 978-9047

paulgrayhomes.com

CABINETS AND GRANITE 

COUNTERTOPS

Wichita Granite & Cabinetry

(316) 945-8880

wichitagraniteandcabinetry.

com

CONSTRUCTION / 

MORTGAGE LOANS

Andover State Bank

(316) 219-1611

goasb.com

COUNTERTOPS – 

GRANITE/QUARTZ

Keystone Solid Surfaces

Cyle Barnwell

(316) 778-1566

keystonesolidsurfaces.com

DEVELOPER

Schellenberg Development

(316) 721-2153

schellenbergdevelopment.

com

EYELASH & NAIL SALON

Emeli Kate

(316) 867-2511

emelikate.com

FINANCIAL PLANNING

Edward Jones

Jeff Christensen

(316) 990-1968

jeff.christensen@

edwardjones.com

FINANCIAL RESOURCES

Equisset

Eric Schlecht

(316) 217-1178

equisset.com

FLOORING

Designer’s Home Gallery

Ben Henwood

(316) 440-8888

nouglyfloors.com

Jabara’s Carpet Outlet

Jason Jabara

(316) 267-2512

jabaras.com

HEALTH INSURANCE

Kemper Health

Joe Sauer

(316) 687-3658

kemper.com

HOME INSPECTION

Maybee Property 

Inspections

Erik Maybee

(316) 630-0003

maybeeinspections.com

Pillar To Post

Jason Hancock

(316) 570-1444

pillartopost.com/

jasonhancock

Precision Home Inspection

Shane Neal

(316) 755-5120

ksprecisioninspections.com

INSURANCE AGENCY

American Family Insurance

Dylan Hartnett

(316) 775-5522

agent.amfam.com/

dylan-hartnett/ks/augusta

INSURANCE/ 

FINANCIAL SERVICES

State Farm Insurance

Crystal McEachern

(316) 425-0925

callcrystalnow.com

INTERIOR DESIGN  

& HOME STAGING

Dawn’s Designs

Dawn Tucker

(316) 260-2064

dawnsdesignswichita.com

LENDER

US Mortgage Company

Will King

(316) 312-2936

kansasloanman.com

LENDERS

Credit Union of America

(316) 265-3272

CUofAmerica.com

MORTGAGE

Gateway Mortgage Group

Kandi Jones

(316) 530-8123

gatewayloan.com/

kandi-jones

Kanza Bank

(316) 927-3605

kanzabank.com

KS State Bank

Grace Peterson

(316) 347-2209

gracehomeloan.com

Meritrust Credit Union

meritrustcu.org

Movement Mortgage

Scott Steele

(704) 654-1409

movement.com/lo/

scott-steele

RCB Bank

Christy Almquist

(316) 247-7704

rcbbank.com

MORTGAGE BANKER

BNC National Bank

(316) 854-3625

bncnationalbank.com/wichita

LeaderOne

Janie Carr

(316) 644-4749

janiecarr.mymortgage.site

MORTGAGE LENDER

United Fidelity Funding

Turner Williams

(316) 210-4903

turnermtg.com

MORTGAGE LENDING

US Bank

Steve Farmer

(316) 655-1700

mortgage.usbank.com/

steve-farmer-wichita-ks

MOVERS

Mighty Movers

Sherry Smith

(316) 685-5719

movingwichita.com

MOVING / PACKING

Two Men And A Truck

Garret Petetman

(316) 558-5588

twomenwichita.com

PHOTOGRAPHER

Jennifer Ruggles 

Photography

Jennifer Ruggles

(615) 415-3029

jenniferrugglesphotograhpy.

com

Tim Davis Photography

Tim Davis

(316) 250-7858

timdavisphotography.com

PHOTOGRAPHY

Darrin Hackney 

Photography

(316) 992-4225

darrinhackney.com

PICTURE FRAMING  

& RESTORATIONS

L’image

John Maida

(316) 618-4839

laminpro.com

PLUMBING/HVAC

Frederick Plumbing Heating 

& Air Conditioning

(316) 262-3713

icalledfred.com

POOL & SPA -  

DESIGN/BUILD

Shocker Pools

Doug Baker

(316) 260-4717

shockerpools.com

REAL ESTATE EDUCATION

Career Education Systems

(316) 651-0652

careereducationsystems.com

ROOFING & 

CONSTRUCTION

A & L Roofing

Art Lohrengel

(316) 721-5799

alroofing.org

SOCIAL MEDIA 

MARKETING/ 

MANAGEMENT

Ashlin Marketing

Ashley Streight

(316) 253-7900

ashlinmarketing.com

TAX SPECIALIST

Phelps Tax

Ryan Phelps

(316) 262-1900

phelpstax.com

Currently over 70% of our loans
are processed

within 7 business days or less!* 

Scott Steele  •  Branch Manager  •  NMLS 543361  •  Mobile (704) 654-1409
1635 N Waterfront Pkwy, Suite 150 Wichita, KS 67206  •  www.movement.com/scott.steele

Where the Mortgage 
Process is Smooth 
and Stress-Free for 
your Clients

1635 N Waterfront Parkway, Suite 150, Wichita, KS 67206 | KS-LO.0039220, MO-22570-MLO | 
Movement Mortgage, LLC supports Equal Housing Opportunity. NMLS ID# 39179 (For licensing 
information, go to: www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org) | 877-314-1499. Movement Mortgage, LLC is 
license by KS# MC.0025343. MO # 18-2096. Interest rates and products are subject to change 
without notice and may or may not be available at the time of loan commitment or lock-in. 
Borrowers must qualify at closing for all benefits. "Movement Mortgage" is a registered 
trademark of the Movement Mortgage, LLC, a Delaware limited liability company. 8024 Calvin 
Hall Rd, Indian Land, SC 29707.*

*While it is Movement Mortgage’s goal to provide underwriting results within six hours of 
receiving an application, process loans in seven days, and close in one day, extenuating 
circumstances may cause delays outside of this window.

TITLE COMPANY

Security 1st Title

(316) 267-8371

security1st.com

VIDEOGRAPHY/

PHOTOGRAPHY

Adler Grey Collective

Adam Dreher

(316) 619-2620

adlergreyvideography.com
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B U Y I N G  A  H O M E   |   R E F I N A N C I N G

Branch Office: (NMLS ID#1405053) 405 S. Holland, Suite B, Wichita, KS 67209. Kansas License Mortgage Company, License #MC.0025044-BR.002. US Mortgage Corporation is not an agent of or acting on behalf of or at the direction of HUD/FHA/VA/USDA or the Federal government. 
Rates, fees, and program guidelines are subject to change without notice. Some loans arranged through third party providers. Certain restrictions may apply. This is not intended as an offer to extend credit nor it is a commitment to lend. Corporate Office (NMLS ID#3901): 201 Old 

Country Road, Suite 140, Melville, NY 11747; (800)LOANS-15. Kansas Licensed Mortgage Company, License #MC.0025044.

Will King  |  Branch Manager/Loan Officer
NMLS #459176

Office: (316) 665-7343  |  Cell: (316) 312-2936
ksloanman@usmortgage.com

www.kansasloanman.com

Make Sure
Your Client's
Nest Egg is
Protected with a
Secure Mortgage
Company

yourhomewichita.com  |   316.721.2153  |   dylan@premierwichita.com

Current Developments with Available Lots:

Estancia – 37th and Ridge Rd.
Arbor Creek – 183rd and Pawnee
Bay Country – 119th and Central
The Villas – Senior Living Communities

Past Developments:

Fox Ridge
Avalon Park
Forest Lakes

Reflection Ridge
Hampton Lakes
Shadow Lakes

Experience the difference.

Experienced. Professional. Reliable.

Give us a call today to
schedule your move.

316-202-3703
movingwichita.com

WICHITA'S BEST MOVING COMPANY

Family Owned & Operated

SHANE NEAL, Owner

PRECISION
HOME INSPECTION SERVICE

(316)755-5120

“By having Shane Neal of Precision Home Inspection Service 
perform our home inspections, we are able to successfully 
navigate through this critical point of the transaction. Not only 
is Shane thorough and knowledgeable, he e�ectively 
communicates to us and our clients his findings regarding the 
condition of the homes. He even goes above and beyond 
and educates our clients on how to care of 
their home after they own it. We are able to 
be the Fiduciary for our clients at a higher 
level by using Shane’s services. We highly 
recommend others use Shane for home 
inspections.”
Ronda Welsh, Realtor, Keller Williams 
Signature Partners, LLC

www.ksprecisioninspections.com



12 • April 2020 Wichita Real Producers • 13@realproducers realproducersmag.com

top producer

W i c h i t a  H o m e  Te a m 
–  K e l l e r  W i l l i a m s 

S i g n a t u r e  P a r t n e r s
Written by Dave Danielson  

Photos by Darrin Hackney

Some folks shy away  

from the storms of life. 

Others embrace the 

challenge and  

the opportunity to  

help others.

One who moves headlong toward 
a challenge is Kirk Short. He’s 
CEO and Team Leader of The 

Wichita Home Team and a 
Broker Associate with Keller 
Williams Signature Partners.

Kirk also finds himself in 
the eye of the storm in more 

ways than one—including as a 
trusted leader who has helped 
his clients and team members 

weather challenges and achieve 
their goals…and also as an active 

storm chaser who puts himself 
in the line of the plains’ most 

dangerous storms.

I S  I N  T H E  E Y E  O F  T H E  S T O R M

S H O R T
K I R K
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“

”

Tornado Intercept Vehicle featured on the Discovery Channel 
show, Storm Chasers.

Each time seeing a tornado is an unforgettable experience.

“Mother nature is incredible. You get a chance to see both the 
beauty of these storms and unfortunately, the destruction of 
these storms,” he says. “The destructive nature of it is pretty 
awe-inspiring. You get an adrenalin rush when you see it, but you 
don’t ever want to see it hit any buildings or towns.”

FULFILLING HIS PURPOSE

The storms Kirk and Alicia chase are a metaphor for the oppor-
tunities to serve that have been part of Kirk’s life along the way.

When the circumstances are uncertain, and the winds of change on 
a deal are circling, the people who work with Kirk know they can 
count on him to deliver calm leadership in the eye of the storm.

As he says with a smile, “In the end, I would like people to feel 
that I’m a good guy who always did things to help other people’s 
lives be better.”

agents, his long-time personal assistant, Sherri, a Marketing/Social Media 
Director, and his wife—a local real estate photographer who adds her talents 
to The Wichita Home Team.

The love Kirk has for what he does is clear.

“I think one of the great things is that everything is different and changing 
in this business. Even if you sold the same house over and over, the buyers, 
the sellers, and the circumstances would change,” he emphasizes. “I really 
like the opportunity to be a problem solver and be that resource for people. 
For me, success is doing what you love and loving what you do…constantly 
pushing yourself and achieving new things and new experiences. It’s more 
than just ‘Real Estate’—Real Estate is really a conduit to the experiences and 
the people along the way.” 

Kirk cherishes time with his wife, Alicia. They’ve been married since 1998 
and enjoy their pets, including their two dogs and two cats.

For me, success 

is doing what 

you love and 

loving what you 

do…constantly 

pushing yourself 

and achieving 

new things and 

new experiences.

The winds that circle around the real estate 
world can be tumultuous. Along the way, though, 
Kirk’s clients and his team members rely on his 
experience and expertise to shelter them from 
the unexpected.

MADE FOR THIS

Kirk remembers his first exposure to real estate.

“I’ve always been around it since I was 8 years old. 
My dad, Wayne Short, was in real estate,” Kirk says. 
“He served as the President of the local association. I 
knew I would get into the business all my life.”

As he came of age, 
Kirk served in 
the Marine Corps 
for a time, before 
being medically 
discharged. 
From there, he 
gained valuable 
experience in a 
number of areas 
including car 
sales, landscaping 
and irrigation, 
and long-distance 
sales for MCI.

“It wasn’t long 
before I realized 
that wasn’t for 
me,” Kirk recalls. 

“That’s when I decided to join my parents’ real 
estate company.” 

LEARNING AND GROWING

Kirk started from the ground up, working as a 
receptionist, then getting licensed, becoming a 
broker, managing one of the offices and then finally 
buying the company from his parents when they 
decided to retire.

A couple of years ago, Kirk joined Keller Williams 
Signature Partners, where his team continues the tra-
dition of success he has enjoyed since his start in real 
estate 22 years ago. In fact, in 2019, his team account-
ed for over $18 million in volume on 102 transactions.

WINNING TEAMWORK

Kirk is quick to share the credit with his team that 
includes his father, who assists with new home de-
velopment business, along with four other buyer’s 

In his free time, Kirk gives back in a number of ways to the local 
community, including serving on the Board of Directors for the 
Kansas Aviation Museum. He has also served on the Board for 
Children’s Miracle Network and served on the Committee for 
Woolstock for the Kansas Humane Society.

AT THE CENTER OF THE STORM

One of Kirk’s passions during his free time is life’s literal storms.

For the past 10 years, Kirk and his wife have been active storm 
chasers—bearing witness to some of the most destructive forces 
on the planet.

“We check the forecasts and the weather models a day in advance. 
Then my wife makes the arrangements and sets our schedule,” Kirk 
explains. “We try to stay within a day’s ride…heading out into the 
path of what’s expected. We’ll go out and set up. Our chases usually 
are within Kansas, Oklahoma, Texas, and sometimes Nebraska.”

One of the highlights of his time on the road tracking down 
storms with Alicia has been meeting Sean Casey. In fact, Kirk got 
a chance to be behind the controls and drive Sean’s custom-built 



16 • April 2020 Wichita Real Producers • 17@realproducers realproducersmag.com

316.992.4225

Darrin Hackney Photography
darrin@darrinhackney.com

SPECIAL OFFER
$10 off Regular Rate on

Headshots if you mention
"Real Producers."

If it's Dead, Call Fred
316-262-FRED

24-hr Emergency Service
Make sure your heating system maintenance is done. 

Neglecting your system can lead to dangerous 
conditions or simply just be left in the cold all night.
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IS MAKING HER MARK!
L A N G E  R E A L  E S TAT E

Those who have an impact on those around them have a selfless, 
positive spirit—looking for ways to add value and contribute to 
the lives of others.

One of those making her mark on the Wichita region is this 
month’s Rising Star, Rachel Lange, who serves as Director of 
Real Estate with Lange Real Estate.

Step by Step

Rachel’s career in real estate was not a given. But step by step, she 
found her way to a career that gives her a rewarding feeling.

“As I was growing up, and when I went off to college, I had a pas-
sion for social work. I always had a passion for wanting to help 
people, so I naturally gravitated toward that,” she recalls.

As Rachel made her way through college, she enjoyed the social 
studies classes she took, so she took the next step and earned her 
graduate degree in the field. 

Rachel started her professional career offering a wide range of ser - 
vices, including crisis intervention counseling, therapeutic support 

services management, medical social work, and more.

After a few years, Rachel was ready for a new di-
rection that would provide a greater salary as she 

started her family.

“I was pregnant with my son, and my dad owned 
a number of companies here in Wichita. 

He presented an opportunity to work in 
human resources with his company,” she 

says. “I’ve always been intrigued by the 
business and I enjoy taking on new 

challenges and opportunities.”

rising star
Written by Dave Danielson  

Photos by Jennifer Ruggles

RACHEL      
  LANGE
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A New Path

After three years, Rachel was ready for a 
new challenge.

“I had always been interested in real estate 
and the idea of helping other people and 
solving problems for others. So, I ended up 
moving over to the real estate side of the com-
pany,” she explains.

Rachel started off in property management, 
on both the residential and commercial sides. 
A year ago, she moved into the world of both 
residential and commercial real estate as an 
agent—on top of her other duties.

“The transition has been good. I’ve learned a 
lot. I think it has opened my eyes to a number 

of different things that I wasn’t expecting,” 
Rachel says. “There have been a lot of 
new challenges and opportunities, and I’ve 
enjoyed every bit of it. I am glad that I took 
the plunge and did it.”

Her passion for what she does is clear.

“I really enjoy working with customers and 
being able to provide creative solutions for 
them,” smiles Rachel. “One thing I found 
is that every transaction is completely 
unique, no matter if it is the same type of 
transaction or not. Every customer has 
different needs. It’s really great being able 
to provide the solutions to whatever it is 
that they’re really wanting or needing out 
of that transaction.”

Team Spirit

Rachel is thankful for the team of professionals at 
Lange Real Estate.

She elaborates, “The team that I’ve had a chance to 
work with includes many mentors within the com-
munity. A lot of what I’m able to accomplish is due 
to our team…it’s a great group of people who bring 
a lot of energy and entrepreneurial spirit each day; 
who really want to be creative and solve problems 
for people. That spirit keeps driving me to be better 
every day.”

Rachel is proud of the benefits they bring to their 
clients each day.

“We have many tools for clients, including Equis-
set, which is an alternative financing program. We 
also offer property management and development 
services for internal investors and developers,” she 
explains. “That has given me a plethora of options 
for clients. I don’t have to approach it in a ‘one-size-
fits-all’ way. I can truly identify customer needs and 
explore several options.”

Away from work, Rachel cherishes time with her hus-
band, Ryan Mills, and children, Kennedy and Kade.

She also enjoys being involved in church activ-
ities and volunteering, as well as spending time 
with her family and watching Kennedy and Kade 
grow and take part in school activities. 

Rachel also has a spirit for giving 
back to the community. She’s on the 
Board of Directors for Women in 
Commercial Real Estate and has also 
served as a board member for the Tri-
ple Crown Real Estate Trust, as well 
as the Salvation Army.

As Rachel considers her relatively 
early steps in real estate, she feels a 
lot of excitement for the road ahead.

“When I think about the work I do 
with others, I hope that people see me 
as somebody that they have a positive 
experience with,” she says. “Someone 
who has added value to their lives 
in some way, to bring a smile that 
brightens their day and hopefully 
leave a positive impact on their life.”
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SALLY CONGER
Loan Originator
NMLS # 246106

316-854-3639
sconger@bncbank.com

NMLS # 418467

team has worked with Sally Conger for over four years now. 
The experience has always exceeded expectations of not only 

the Buyer/Seller, but all participants in the closing and transaction. BNC and 
the Sally Conger Team have completed virtually all of my Veteran 
Administration loans except one. To say Sally and her team are my #1 ‘go-to’ 
lender is an understatement. Thank you, Sally, and I look forward to our next 
100 transactions and closings.”

-Rod Barr MRP
Military Relocation Professional
Associate Broker
Keller Williams Signature Partners, LLC

“Our
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partner spotlight
Written by Dave Danielson  

Photos by Derrin Hackney

MICHAEL BROWN
Security 1st Title

Each day, you dedicate yourself to 
smoothing out the process for your 
clients and helping them achieve 
their goals. 

At the same time, it’s important to 
work with a partner you can trust—
someone who is there to back all of 
your efforts and the process itself 
with solid fundamentals.

That’s where Security 1st Title 
comes in…as a partner who puts 
integrity to work each day.

Steady Excellence
Michael Brown is Senior Vice Presi-
dent with Security 1st Title. Each day, 
he and his team keep their eyes and ef-
forts focused on their primary mission.

INTEGRITY AT WORK WITH

“Security 1st Title is here to be 
that independent, third-party who 
protects property rights by pro-
viding title insurance and closings 
services,” Michael explains. “We 
do that in a professional, courteous 
manner. And many times, we’re the 
gatekeeper of that contract. Our role 
is to be that neutral third party to 
the contract. It’s our duty to ensure 
that all parties adhere to that agree-
ment, and that way, we’re protecting 
the interests of all parties involved 
in the transaction.”

It’s a passion to serve that fuels 
their efforts. 

“I think it’s really working with peo-
ple and having those relationships 
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• CO MARKETING OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE
• FILES UNDERWRITTEN PRIOR TO CONTRACT

The Epic Center |301 N Main Street Ste. 340 | Wichita Ks 67202

Turner C Williams
Senior Mortgage Advisor
NMLS# 1462759

316-210-4903 Cell
316-669-8483
turner@u�mortgage.com
turnermtg.com

Experience a Higher Standard of
Lending Guidance where Relationships

are Valued over Transactions

832 N Webb Rd #400 Wichita, KS 67206
(316) 260-4717  •  www.ShockerPools.com

• POOL SERVICE AND MAINTENANCE  
• NEW IN-GROUND POOL CONSTRUCTION
• HOT TUBS   

Visit Our Retail Location

If you would like to get into contact with 
Security 1st Title, call 316.267.8371, visit 
online www.Security1st.com or email  
Michael: MJBrown@Security1st.com or  
Amy: AFeather@Security1st.com.

and bonds. We take 
pride in working with 
all parties to facilitate 
that,” Michael says. 

ADDING UP  

THE DIFFERENCE

Through time, the repu-
tation that Security 1st 
Title has built has come 
property by property 
and family by family. 

In turn, the company’s 
team has grown with its 
tradition for excellence.

As Sales Manager, Amy 
Feather says, “We have 
400 employees through-
out the company. Our 
experienced and pro-
fessional staff has seen 
just about every type of 
transaction that occurs.”

Michael agrees, following up saying, 
“Our team is knowledgeable, profes-
sional, and courteous; we’re here to 
be a resource. If agents or brokers 
ever have a situation that may be a lit-
tle confusing or new to them, they’re 
free to call any of our people, and we 
will guide them in the right direction 
to find the solution.”

INNOVATIVE PARTNER

Security 1st Title has stayed at the 
forefront of the industry through 
time, using the latest tools to better 
serve the process.

“Over the years, we have obviously 
seen the increasing role of innovation 
and technology,” Michael says. “We 
use it to search title records, and it’s 
also how we communicate and share 
information with our customers.”

As Michael points out, each success-
ful deal takes teamwork—and a spirit 
of partnership.

“I applaud our Association of REALTORS® 
members throughout South Central Kansas, 
along with our real estate brokers and agents 
who are taking on the personal commitment to 
inform and educate homebuyers.”

THE POWER OF COMMUNITY

Security 1st Title is committed to its mission of 
supporting each real estate deal. It is equally as 
committed to supporting the community, as well.

One way of doing that is by taking their expertise 
out into the community.

“We enjoy supporting the educational events of 
our industry,” Michael says. “We truly believe 
that everybody wants to learn, so it means a lot 
to us to provide support toward those educational 
events. It’s important to us that we’re doing our 
part to make sure that all parties represented in a 
transaction are up to speed with rules, regulations, 
and  current trends in the market.” 

Another way the team supports its community is 
with its trademark set of large barbecue smokers—
adding a delicious, nutritious dimension to a wide 
range of events.

“We have enjoyed taking those out 
over the past 10 years to various 
community and charity events to 
provide an extra level of hospitali-
ty,” Michael says. “We like to do our 
part, and to support those memora-
ble events and experiences.”

Whether answering questions, pro-
viding solid solutions for real estate 
closings or supporting its community, 
Security 1st Title demonstrates the 
power of integrity at work.

As Amy says, “We do that not just 
for ourselves, but to assist others in 
achieving their goals. Success for us 
is all about helping others succeed. 
If we can help someone along toward 
their own successes, then that’s re-
warding for us.”

Our team is 
knowledgeable, 
professional, 
and courteous“
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1800 S West St, Wichita, KS 67213

(316) 945-8880 | wichitagraniteandcabinetry.com | wgcusa316@gmail.com

Locally-owned | Competitive Pricing | Award-winning Craftsmanship

Wichita Granite
& Cabinetry

edwardjones.com
CPIS rebmeM 

When it comes to  
your to-do list, put  
your future first.

To find out how to get your  
financial goals on track,  
contact your Edward Jones  
financial advisor today.

Je� Christensen, AAMS® 
Financial Advisor

632 North Main 
El Dorado, KS 67042 
316-322-0001

S-Corp Conversions ∙ Payroll ∙ Bookkeeping
Individual and Small Business Tax Preparation

1119 W Douglas
Wichita, KS 67213
316.262.1900
www.PhelpsTax.com

"Phelps Tax has given me hours 
back that I use to focus my time 
and energy on my highest dollar 
producing activities. They really 
have a passion for helping me 
optimize my time and money."  

Emily Base, 
Roy Real Estate Team

Ryan Phelps, Owner

4/30/20*

 4/30/20,
 4/30/20

Dylan Hartnett, Agent
Certified Agency in Customer Excellence
dhartnett@amfam.com
107 W 6th Ave, Augusta
316-775-5522

Protection for
what's now,
and what's next.
Let's talk about your
home insurance today.
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event re-cap

LAUNCH 
PARTY!

Sponsors included Platinum Sponsor: 
Credit Union of America. Gold Sponsors: 
Pillar to Post Home Inspections and US 
Mortgage. Silver Sponsors: Security 
1st Title, Craig Sharp Homes, KS State 
Bank, LeaderOne, Two Men And A Truck, 
Radical Bubbles, Dawn’s Designs, The 
Collective - Events & Design, and Refined 
Furniture Rental. 

Catering was provided by Scotch and Sir-
loin, as well as Meddy’s. The signature blue 
cocktail, Friendlitini, named by Platinum 
Sponsor Credit Union of America, was a 
huge hit! The live pianist and cello play-
er serenaded guests. Opening the event, 
Wichita Real Producers Publisher, Saman-
tha Lucciarini, made a welcoming speech 
thanking the 350+ guests in attendance. 
Ernie Warren, VP of Retail Sales of Credit 
Union of America and Wichita’s Mayor, 
Brandon Whipple headlined the event with 
special messages. 

It was truly a party for the books!

WICHITA REAL 
PRODUCERS

On Thursday, February 27, from 12 pm to 3 pm, Wichita Real 

Producers hosted its first exclusive REALTOR® Appreciation 

event. The Launch Party was an epic success for Wichita’s Top 

300 REALTORS® and Wichita Real Producers Trusted Business 

Partners. The event was hosted at the beautiful Mark Arts. 
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Keystone Solid 
Surfaces is the 
premier fabricator 
& installer in the 
state of Kansas.

We use 
state-of-the-art 
equipment and 
experienced 
personnel
to design and install 
custom countertops.

C O M M E R C I A L   •   R E S I D E N T I A L   •   R E T A I L

Do you have a project we can help with?
3 1 6 - 7 7 8 - 1 5 6 6   •   K E Y S T O N E S O L I D S U R F A C E S . C O M

1 2 5 0  N  M A I N   •   B E N T O N ,  K S  6 7 0 1 7

PROFESSIONAL HOME INSPECTIONS
316-630-0003 | maybeeinspections.com | erik@maybeeinspections.com | 301 South Meridian Ave. | Wichita, KS 67213
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ON YOUR PHONE

DOWNLOAD OUR MOBILE APP

GET EVERY ISSUE

W I C H I TA

C O N N E C T I N G .  E L E V A T I N G .  I N S P I R I N G . 

Search Digapub - Choose Wichita - Wichita Real Producers.
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celebrating leaders

BETTER HOMES & GARDENS 
REAL ESTATE ALLIANCE

Those who have a knack for leading and helping others achieve their own 
dreams share a powerful blend of attributes.

At the forefront of these characteristics for leaders is realizing that their role is 
about others. They know that ego can cloud their vision and distract from the 
work of supporting others.

Written by Dave Danielson  |  Photos by Darrin Hackney

As Broker/Owner at Better Homes & Gardens 
Real Estate Alliance, Greg Fox is one who 
leads with genuine strength and gratitude.

Gift for Leadership

His gift for leadership started with true 
service. In fact, after high school, he joined 
the U.S. Army and served for seven years 
as a medic.

“As I transitioned out of the service, I did a 
couple of different things,” he says. “First, 
I thought about becoming a doctor. Then I 
had a change of heart, and I worked in the 
automotive industry.”

In time, Greg’s wife had a new suggestion 
for him.

As he remembers, “She said, ‘Why don’t you 
go into real estate’?”

Greg’s transition was similar to most who 
enter the business…slow.

“During my first nine months as a real es-
tate agent, I sold a total of three homes,” he 
says. “I enjoyed it, and I realized that what 
we do in this industry isn’t selling. It’s about 
helping people. It’s been natural for me to 
have the opportunity to work with people.” 

In time, Greg earned his Broker’s license 
and stepped back from personal production 
to fully support his team members.

“I adore real estate. I love this work and 
what I do, and one of the things I enjoy the 
most is having the opportunity to solve 
problems,” Greg explains. “Sometimes, 
people think growth and becoming bigger 
automatically means success, but I’d rather 
have an office of 60 happy people than a 
larger office where you aren’t maybe able to 
support your team at the same level.”

It’s that type of servant leadership that 
helps create an environment that is support-
ive and nurturing.

“I am very grateful for our team. I obvious-
ly didn’t do this on my own in this office. 
It’s not like I’ve picked this thing up on my 

SHOWS STRENGTH AND GRATITUDE!
GREGFOX
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shoulders myself,” he says. “It has 
taken everyone who has been here 
through time and all of their contribu-
tions. Everyone has played a very im-
portant role in serving our clients and 
building where we are today. None of 
us in life get here by ourselves.”

Life’s Priorities

Greg’s world revolves around his 
wife of 26 years, Tracy Cassidy, and 
their children—son, Chris Cassidy; 
daughter, Erin Evans; daughter, Brady 
Barnard; daughter Katrina Fox; and 
son, Kelbe Fox. 

As he says, “When I think about suc-
cess, I think about the fact that we have 
eight grandkids here in town. That is 
success. I’ve been married to the same 
woman through time. That is success. 
For me, success is, am I happy?”

In his free time, Greg is a big fan of 
James Bond films—a true fan.

“My brother and I have been James 
Bond fans through the years. In fact, 
as we like to joke, we look at the films 
in the series, not as just cinema…but 
as a historical docu-
mentary,” he says with 
a laugh.

As James Bond fans 
know, one of the most 
engaging parts of the 
James Bond story is the 
technology and world 
of gadgetry around the 
British hero. 

“One of the projects 
I’ve been working on 
is creating a 1/8 scaled 
model of the Aston 
Martin car that has 
played a central role 
through James Bond 
films,” Greg tells us. 
“Each month, I receive 
a new shipment with 
parts to continue 
building the vehicle. 
It’s really life-like, 

with working lights, steering 
wheels, and more!” 

Greg and Tracy also enjoy 
traveling together; exploring 
warm-weather destinations 
and going beneath the waves as 
licensed scuba divers.

When he returns to Wichita 
after times away, Greg looks 
forward to the role he plays for 
those he serves—the agents who 
work with him.

“That’s my real job. I’m here 
to give the best I can to the 
agents on our team,” he says 
with a smile. “They know that 
I will do whatever I can to 
support what they need. I’m 
here to take their calls and to 
provide that support whenever 
they need it.”

Whether he’s weighing in and 
serving as a sounding board or 
brainstorming with an agent on a set of 
solutions to offer clients, Greg is there to 
literally answer the call.

Each day, Greg makes a lasting difference as 
a leader with an exemplary blend of strength 
and gratitude.
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People aren’t always the ones who need new homes. 
Unwanted pets often do, too. Michelle Crouch works 
for them both. As a Berkshire Hathaway Home Services 
PenFed REALTOR®, she routinely helps her clients find 
their dream homes. As the Adoption Coordinator for 
LAPP, the local no-kill shelter, she helps animals find 
their forever homes. 

“My clients don’t mind a few stray dog hairs on me,” 
Michelle laughs. “Showing houses and dogs is all I do—I 
never take a day off. Saturdays are especially busy since 
that’s the day most people look at homes, and it’s also a 
big day for animal-adoption events.”

Scheduling is key. “I’m lucky that most people are flexi-
ble,” she explains. “I’ll show my clients properties before 
and after I show dogs at an adoption event. Lifeline Animal 
Placement & Protection (LAPP) is the only no-kill shelter 
in the Wichita area, and people understand that these ani-

mals need someone to advocate for them, too. It’s my goal 
to get every single one of them adopted.” 

So far, Michelle has helped more than 4,000 cats and 
dogs find new homes. “I started volunteering at LAPP in 
2011,” she says. “My Jack Russell Terrier had just died 
from cancer, and my other dog was depressed and start-
ed eating everything. I thought she needed a new dog 
friend, so we visited LAPP to find one. I was impressed 
by their facilities and how well they treat the animals. 
I immediately decided to become a volunteer at this 
remarkable non-profit.” 

Jamie, Michelle’s husband, is extremely supportive of 
both her career and her life’s calling to help animals. 
They live in Goddard and have three fur babies—Milo, 
Pixie, and Bandit—all of whom they rescued. The couple 
has been together for 28 years and married since 2001. 
That’s also the year Michelle started selling real estate. 

Go Big or Go Home! If that is your motto then 
I am your dog! My name is BANE and I am a 
4-year-old Great Dane Mix, or some may refer 
to me as a gentle giant who is passionate and 
fun-loving. Either way, I would be really excit-
ed to meet you and show you why they call us 
GREAT Dane and not just MEDIOCRE Dane. 
You will love me...I guarantee it and if you 
don’t, maybe you will have a friend or know 
someone who needs BIG DOG LOVE.

Today, she’s located at Saint Andrews Place and works for 
two of Wichita’s top builders, Comfort Homes and Don 
Klausmeyer Construction.

“I love my builders,” she says. “They’re excellent. I have 
so much respect for how they run their businesses. They 
treat employees like family, and many of us have been with 
them for years. I stand behind their product so much so 
that I had one of them build my house! I’m proud to work 
for them both.”  

In addition to new homes, Michelle sells existing proper-
ties, too. She’s known for spoiling her clients. “I answer 
my phone 24/7,” she says. “You can call me at 3 a.m. and 
I’ll pick up the phone. I also do a lot of extra things other 
real estate agents won’t do, like cleaning up a client’s 
house, power washing their fence or taking their dogs out 
of the house for a showing. I am constantly going.” 

That’s the level of service that has earned Michelle a large 
referral base and the #2 spot at Berkshire Hathaway Home 

Services PenFed Realty. When she isn’t helping her real 
estate clients, Michelle is helping her four-legged friends. 
On top of volunteering to show dogs at LAPP adoption 
events, she also coordinates veterinarian care, schedules 
puppy play-dates and conducts home visits with prospective 
adoptive families. 

“Every home needs a dog, and every dog needs a home,” says 
Michelle. “I deeply believe in what I do on both fronts, but I 
don’t intermingle my passions. I never try to sell houses to 
people who are coming to adopt dogs or try and adopt dogs 
to people who are buying new houses. But I do want to get 
the word out about LAPP. You can save a life by adopting. 
If you’re looking for a new home or a new pet, ‘Get off the 
Couch and Call Crouch’!” Michelle doesn’t ever plan to retire 
from helping both people and animals find the perfect home.

niche agent

IS HELPING PEOPLE & 
ANIMALS FIND THEIR 
“FUR”EVER HOMES!

Berkshire Hathaway Home Services PenFed Realty
Written by Heather Pluard  •  Photos by Jennifer Ruggles

MICHELLE 
CROUCH

Meet Some of LAPP’s  
Pups Up for Adoption!

If you or someone you know 

would like to get involved 

with LAPP, please call 

316.807.8473 or visit online 

lifelineanimalplacement.org
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316-320-0443
www.jabaras.com • info@jabaras.com

m/w/f/sa 9am-5:30pm tu/th 9am-7pm

Carpet Outlet

Live in Style this March with 
Our “Pay At Closing” Program

Strapped for cash, but need new flooring fast? 
New flooring makes a world of difference. Don’t let how the floor looks stop you from selling 
a home with our “Pay at Closing” option! Contact Jabara’s to have your clients living in style!

We Offer
Opportunities

From a one-time transaction
to ongoing arrangements,

we can provide an
alternative to

traditional financing.

We enjoy tackling 
challenging situations 
and can act quickly 
to insure we get the 

deal closed.

Eric Schlecht
BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT
eschlecht@equisset.com

316.440.5840
EQUISSET.COM

Opportunity Purchase
Don't let that great deal get away
because of the difficult process of
getting financed.

Opportunity Zones
Whether Equisset acts as a Qualified
Opportunity Zone manger or helps
create capital gains to invest, we are
ready to tackle any situation.

Assured Replacement Property
Equisset has tools to "park" your capital.

Straw Buyer
Equisset can act as an independent
buyer for the property you want.

My name is BISCUIT and I am a 5-year-old 
Shepherd Mix. I have spent most ALL of my 
life at the shelter but if given the opportunity,  I 
would much rather be in a loving home than in 
the shelter. The nice people at the shelter are 
the only family I have known, so I may need 
some time to warm up to unfamiliar faces. But 
once I do, I will be glad to show you my bouncy, 
lovable self, and shower you with endless affec-
tion and sloppy kisses.

My name is BLUE, I am 3-year-old Lab mix, and I am 
somewhat of a gossip queen. I like to get right up in your 
business and sit in your lap. When I am not being all nos-
ey, I adore going for walks – the longer the better. I would 
even entertain the idea of being a running partner if we 
could work on my skills. I am the kind of girl who likes all 
of your attention so I believe I would flourish in a home 
where I am able to shine as your only furbaby.

My name is IRIS, I am a 6-year-old Pit Bull Terrier mix, 
and I am as beautiful as my namesake. I don’t like to brag 
– but I am somewhat of a super friendly, playful and very 
affectionate beauty Queen. I must admit I love attention of 
all sorts...I love being petted and cuddled, and I especially 
love having my belly rubbed. I should warn you that I am 
very responsive to any type of affection you give me; if 
you kiss, pet or cuddle me, I don’t just lay there and soak 
it up, I will kiss and cuddle you back!
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Why You Should Partner with Team CUA

At the Credit Union of America, we continuously develop technol-
ogies that will best serve everyone in the transaction. Our online 
applications with electronic document capture assure your clients 
are provided a quick, simple and convenient mortgage process. 

CUA is number two in units funded (619) in Sedgwick and Butler 
counties for 2019, per Core Logic Marketrak. Our lenders and proces-
sors are experienced professionals that can lead first-time homebuy-
ers or seasoned clients through even the most complicated situations. 

It’s our attention to detail that has built CUA’s mortgage lending 
program into the powerhouse it is today. Our systems implement 
ongoing communication with all parties to avoid surprises and 
keep everyone informed. Our local processing, underwriting, and 
servicing, coupled with our continuous lines of communication, 
allow us to ensure accurate and on-time closings.  

Ernest Warren

Vice President – Real Estate Lending

Office: 316.247.5544

Cell: 316.252.9276

ask the expert

Credit Union of America
Technology has fundamentally 
changed the consumer’s homebuying 
journey. With housing and lending 
information readily available on the in-
ternet, lenders and REALTORS® must 
keep up with the consumers’ demands. 
Communication methods have evolved 
from traditional phone and face to 

face interactions, to also include websites, text, and chat as 
common methods to conduct business. Consumers demand 
a process that is quick, simple, and convenient.  

Today’s top-performing loan originators must not only be 
knowledgeable in all Real Estate Lending areas but also 
technologically proficient in order to meet the consumer’s 
wants and needs. At the Credit Union of America (CUA), 
our purpose is simple and straight forward. Welcome to 
Friendly! We aim for friendly products, friendly processes, 
and friendly results for the consumer and the REALTOR®. 
We focus on establishing long-term relationships with our 
REALTOR® partners and our members—relationships 
that help you and your clients achieve success today and in 
the future. We want to be the trusted advisor you contact 
before anyone else. 

Credit Union of America is a full-service mortgage lender. 
We originate first-mortgage loans in Kansas, Missouri, and 
Oklahoma, offering a variety of products including VA, RD, 
FHA, and conventional products. CUA also offers a unique 
set of portfolio lending products, including flexible down 
payment and no-PMI options. 

You can find more information on Friendly Home Loans at  
www.CUofAmerica.com/HomeLoans. We’d love to partner with you.

Written by  

Ernest Warren

FINANCING  
THE DREAM 
WITH 
PROGRESSIVE  
PARTNERS
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