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CONTACT US TODAY FOR YOUR FREE,
NO-OBLIGATION CONSULTATION!

406.580.7033
BLINDSOFBOZEMAN.COM
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This section has been created to give you easier access when searching for a trusted real estate affiliate. 

Take a minute to familiarize yourself with the businesses sponsoring your magazine. These local businesses 

are proud to partner with you and make this magazine possible. Please support these businesses and thank 

them for supporting the REALTOR® community!

COMMUNITY

publisher’s note

I’m honored to be addressing you in our very first 
publication here in Montana. I’ve already met many 
of you, but it seems only fitting that, in our premier 
issue, we begin with introductions.

Real Producers started as an idea in 2015 and is 
spreading across the nation like wildfire. We are 
now in over 140 markets and as we launch here in 
Montana the mission remains the same; to connect, 
elevate, and inspire the top leaders in Real Estate, 
highlighting what makes them human and providing 
opportunities for the best of the best to strengthen 
their network and better their businesses.

As for me, I come to you as a story-teller. I have 
a passion for deepening community and relation-
ships through the connecting thread we all share: 
your stories. You are the experts in Real Estate, 
and your Preferred Partners who have brought this 
celebratory platform to you are the absolute best 
in their fields. As I have sat with each of you over 
coffee or zoom, visited your offices, seen family 
pictures, heard bits and pieces of the journeys 
that have brought you to where you are today, and 
listened to your plans for the years ahead, one thing 
is abundantly clear: we always enter people’s lives 
mid-story, and each and every one of you are so 
much more than what you do.

This is also true of the clients you serve. If I am a 
storyteller, you all are story shapers. You have the 
immense privilege and responsibility of walking your 
clients through one of the most stressful, joyous, fear-
ful or exciting seasons of their lives. And you, with 
your expertise, professionalism, personalities and 
humanity have the power to help write the tone of it.

When I met with PollyAnna Snyder of Engel & 
Völkers she told me: “It’s about establishing that 
relationship of trust through high competence and 
understanding of both the industry and helping 
your client’s meet their goals and needs.” I learned 
quickly that Mike Anderson of National Parks 
Realty is the definition of hard work and respect as 
he told me the honor and pleasure it’s been to serve 
the people of his hometown and state.

In the Real Producers community, we are connecting 
the cream of the crop. As the top producers in our 
state of Montana, a vast majority of the volume and 
therefore the lives and families in our state, are taken 
care of by you. I have heard from you directly how 
seriously you take that responsibility, and so your 
Preferred Partners and I look forward to highlighting 
your accomplishments, and delivering recognition for 
your continued excellence in serving your clients.

Our publication will be in your mailbox every 
month, we’ll see you at exclusive events, and we’re 
always in touch on social media. This is your 
community; join in the fun and start sharing your 
stories, we can’t wait to know you more.

With Montana it is love,
Rachelle Schmid
OWNER/PUBLISHER
(406) 551-3560
rachelle.schmid@
realproducersmag.com

Follow us on social media! 

      @MT_RealProducers
      @Montana Real Producers

w e l c o m e  t o  t h e
M O N T A N A  R E A L  P R O D U C E R S
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QUICK FACTSQUICK FACTS
A B OU T  M O N TA N A  R E A L  P R O DU C E R S

DISTRIBUTION: 

This magazine is mailed free of charge to the top 500 
agents in the Big Sky and Montana Regional MLS, 
according to volume each year. Within our state, 
there are thousands of agents, and you, in this elite 
group, are the cream of the crop. Just to be included 
in this group is an accomplishment that testifies to 
your hard work, dedication and proficiency.

CONTENT: 

This is all about you. We’ll do personal and unique 
stories on members in the community, providing 
you with a platform to inspire others. As we grow, 
we’ll add fresh content focused entirely on you. It 
costs absolutely nothing for a REALTOR® to be fea-
tured. We are not a pay to play model; we write real 
stories, about Real Producers, and we’re always 
accepting nominations. We will consider anyone 
brought to our attention; we don’t know everyone’s 
story so we need your help to learn about them!

OUR PARTNERS: 

Anyone listed as a “preferred partner” in the front 
of the magazine is funding and fueling this commu-
nity and is an essential part of it. They are the top 
professional in their industry. They will have an ad 
in every issue of the magazine, attend our events, 
and be a part of our online community. We don’t just 
find these businesses off the street, nor do we work 

with all businesses that approach us. One or many 
of you have recommended every single preferred 
partner you see in this publication. We won’t even 
meet with a business that has not been vetted by 
one of you and “stamped for approval.” Our goal is 
to create a powerhouse network, not only for the 
best REALTORS® in the area, but the best affiliates, 
as well, so we can grow stronger together.

EVENTS: 

Along with the magazine, we will host free events 
exclusive to this community, where you- best of the 
best- get together at reputable local venues to social-
ize, mastermind, deepen our connections, and better 
our businesses. We will communicate about events 
through the magazine, emails, and on social media.

CONTRIBUTION: 

If you are interested in contributing, nominating 
REALTORS® to be featured, know of top-notch affil-
iate partners who you believe should be a part of our 
community, or would simply like to network; email 
or call me. I look forward to hearing from you!

I’d like to personally thank all of our Preferred 
Partners as well as the many REALTORS® and 
Managing Brokers who helped bring Montana Real 
Producers to life. We would not exist without you. I 
appreciate you and look forward to seeing you soon!

You’re Invited

S A V E  T H E  
D A T E

SEPT | 6TH | 2024

The Montage Big Sky

M O N T A N A 
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Sam MaschinoSCHEDULE TODAY!Cody Gullett

We are the premier property inspectors in the greater Bozeman, 
Montana area. State Licensed, Internachi Master Inspector, CCPIA 

Certified, and highly experienced. We are your best choice!

406.451.3529 - mpibozeman@gmail.com
maschinopropertyinspections.com

MONTANA’S PREMIER PROPERTY INSPECTORS

OVER 500 5 STAR REVIEWS

COMMERCIAL//RESIDENTIAL
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Construction and homebuilding run deep in Jeff St. Cyr’s DNA. The son of a third-generation New Hampshire 
stone and brick mason, Jeff has been working in the construction field for as long as he can remember. 

Jeff began working for a builder as a laborer and 
carpenter in the mid-’80s at just 15 years old. For 
the next seven years, he worked in construction 
part-time around school and other extracurricu-
lars, learning the basics of building, excavation, 
concrete, and more. By the time he was 18, he was 
taking on general contracting roles on 18th-century 
Colonial and Victorian renovations, setting himself 
on a path to become an expert craftsman. 

After starting his schooling at the University of 
New Hampshire, Jeff transferred to Montana State 
University. Meanwhile, he fell in love with the 
Montana lifestyle.

“I just love it here,” Jeff shares. “It’s the perfect 
place for me with all the skiing, hunting, snowmo-
biling, and mountain biking.”

After graduating, Jeff stayed in Montana, building 
his construction career. He founded Authentic, Inc. 
in 2005.

“I’ve always been grounded in the construction 
world. That’s my passion, what I’ve always done 
and always known,” he explains. “I like being 
hands-on and immersed in the building details.”

KEEPING IT AUTHENTIC 

Over the past two decades, Authentic has built a 
reputation as one of Montana’s premier high-end 
custom home builders. Their craftsmanship and eye 
for detail is second to none.

“I have an eye for perfection. If it’s not there, we fix 
it,” Jeff explains. “We’re different from a lot of con-
struction companies. We have excavation, concrete 
footings, and walls in-house. We have a steel divi-
sion with five welders fabricating in our shop and 

doing installations on-site for decorative steel for 
modern builds. We do interior trim, exterior trim, 
siding, and interior flooring all in-house. Then, we 
have the trucking component, which has allowed 
us to have a more compressed building timeline 
than our competitors because we are not waiting 
on excavation or concrete. Our sister company, 
Blaze Mountain Transport, has 11 semis and hauls 
all our equipment, gravel, concrete ready mix, and 
building materials.”

When completing any project, Jeff’s top goal is 
to create a quality product that he, the architect, 
the interior designer, and the homeowners can be 
proud of. He and his organization have built an 
impressive reputation in the community. They’ve 
done multiple builds for several clients and have a 
long history of clients becoming friends. Even after 
all these years, Jeff enjoys staying involved in every 
project and keeping himself accessible.

“I’ve been fortunate enough in the last couple of 
years to hire a full-time estimator, an office man-
ager, and a bookkeeper, which has allowed me to 

INC. JEFF ST. CYR
K E E P I N G  I T  A U T H E N T I C By Zachary Cohen

partner spotlight

AUTHENTIC, 

I’VE ALWAYS BEEN GROUNDED 

IN THE CONSTRUCTION 

WORLD. THAT’S MY PASSION, 

WHAT I’VE ALWAYS DONE AND 

ALWAYS KNOWN. I LIKE BEING 

HANDS-ON AND IMMERSED IN 

THE BUILDING DETAILS.
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spend more time in the field, which is really what I 
love doing—creating,” he says.

THE DRIVE FOR PERFECTION 

Jeff still enjoys the Montana lifestyle as much as he 
did when he arrived all those years ago. When he’s 
not working, you’ll find him hiking, mountain biking, 
wake surfing, skiing in the backcountry and at Big 
Sky, or hunting. He and his wife of 26 years, Arin, 
have two daughters, Maci (23) and Franci (20). 

“My wife and I have raised two amazing kids who 
are super hard workers, motivated, and willing to 
try anything — that’s our number one success,” Jeff 
says. “My relationship with my wife is fantastic, and 
we’ve had a great time as empty nesters for the past 
couple of years.”

Jeff has been building since he was 15 and has no 
intent on stopping anytime soon. His drive for per-
fection remains strong, as does his commitment to 
serving the clients and partners he works for.

“I’ve always been extremely driven. My passion has 
trickled down over the years to our team. We have 
excellent construction crews and a great manage-
ment team. When you finish one of these big projects 
like we do, you always see room for improvement, 
but going back a year later, all you see is what others 
see — how beautifully they turned out.”

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT 

HTTPS://AUTHENTICINCMT.COM.

WHEN YOU FINISH ONE OF 

THESE BIG PROJECTS LIKE WE 

DO, YOU ALWAYS SEE ROOM 

FOR IMPROVEMENT, BUT 

GOING BACK A YEAR LATER, 

ALL YOU SEE IS WHAT OTHERS 

SEE — HOW BEAUTIFULLY 

THEY TURNED OUT.
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       @messnermedia
https://messnermedia.co

406-600-8108

First Time Agents

ENJOY
20% OFF

Your First Shoot

96% of buyers look online for 
their next property before they 
even think of speaking to an 
agent; we shop with our eyes first, 
then think about it after - that’s just the 
way it is. At Messner Media, we take 
pride in serving the agents of south-
west Montana and beyond. Whether 
you are selling a studio in the bustling 
heart of Bozeman, or a twenty-acre 

ranch in secluded Big Sky; 
it’s important to have the right tools at 
your disposal. With custom property 
websites and marketing kits leading this 
effort, our agents also benefit from 
hand-blended HDR photography, 
fully-licensed aerial media, 3D Tours, 
and complementary floorplans with 
every single shoot.

Listing Media
for Real Estate

Professionals in
Bozeman/

Big Sky, Montana

Searching for a reliable construction partner
to meet your client's needs?

Look no further than Blanton Contracting! With a reputation for excellence
and a commitment to quality, we are your go-to choice for all things construction.

From renovations to new builds, our expertise spans across residential and 
commercial properties. With a focus on craftsmanship and attention to detail,

we ensure that every project exceeds expectations.

Visit www.buildwithblanton.com to learn more about our services and see 
examples of our work. Partner with Blanton Contracting today and elevate 

your real estate projects to the next level!

Hello@BuildWithBlanton.com
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H O M E  I S  W H E R E  T H E  H A R T S  A R E

By Joe Pavlish
Photos by Madison Hausman
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celebrating leaders

Tim and Lori Hart are Montana 
people now. But, before that, 
they lived in the midwest, power 
boating on an Indiana lake and 
living on the Maumee River in 
Ohio. Tim remembers spending 
time on the Au Sable River, in 
Michigan. He watched “A River 
Runs Through It” and he felt a 
strong draw to Big Sky Country. 

The genesis of their journey 
west, was a family trip to Big Sky 
in the late summer of 2004. It 
was 75 degrees with no humidity 
-- unlike their home. On that first 
morning, they woke up to snow 
blanketing Lone Mountain and 
the sight of a moose just out-
side their window under a sky 
painted with an August blue hue. 
Tim looked out at the mountain 
and said ‘Honey, I’m home’. Two 

years later they were packing the 
truck and moving west. 

Lori is originally from a farming 
town nestled in the heart of the 
Midwest, boasting a population 
of 8,000. It’s a community where 
lending a hand to your neighbors 
is second nature, where mak-
ing eye contact and exchanging 
waves are friendly greetings as 
you pass by.

“I noticed a similarity right away 
in Bozeman,” Lori said. “We live 
in a harsh environment some-
times and you just stop what 
you’re doing and you help people. 
That resonated with me and that 
felt more like home.”

The Harts moved to Bozeman 
and Tim started working in the 

Big Sky real estate market. He 
mostly helped people find second 
homes, vacation rentals and 
luxury real estate. Unfortunately, 
the market crash hit shortly into 
the Harts’ new Montana life. Tim 
joked that “I was practicing real 
estate as not many folks were 
buying. Buyers were mainly wait-
ing to see where and when the 
market would bottom.”

With a lack of sales, they were 
burning through savings. Lori, 
who had stepped away from 
being an attorney in Ohio, 
remembers being at home with 
three young kids. They hadn’t 
made many friends yet, their 
families were far away, and now 
the financial burdens of the crash 
made it hard.
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“It was a really humbling 
time. We really felt the pain,” 
Lori said. “Maybe we didn’t 
lose our home, but we were 
able to truly empathize with 
people who were struggling 
at that time. It made us more 
compassionate for the circum-
stances that people were going 
through and also gave us the 
motivation and drive to truly 
step up and make a difference 
for them.”

They remember one friend who 
had a house to sell. She was 
upside down on the home and 
had no way of making it right. 
She approached Tim, who nav-
igated her though the process 
of a short sale. Said Tim, “It felt 
really good to be on the positive 
side of this situation seeing 
a friend and a client have a 
clean slate and a new chance.” 
Several others followed. And, 
with a lot of diligence, Tim was 
able to help them all start over 
and enjoy home ownership 
again…which was a rich and 
emotional journey.

It took a few years for the 
business to make a turn. Tim 
said they went into full-scale 
survival mode. They kept their 
heads down and lived conserva-
tively In 2010, Tim decided to 
focus his business on Bozeman 
and things started changing.

“Little by little, the floodgate 
started to open and we started 
to find some success. Lori 
started making calls for me to 
prospective clients and after a 
few years she got her license.” 
Tim said. “I came home to her 
one day in 2014 and I looked at 
her, I said, ‘I think it’s time!’”

They both knew what that 
meant. It was time to start 
their own company, which 
was born in 2015. Tim points 
to a verse from Proverbs 
which reads “A good name 
is better than great riches.” 
They named their company 
Hart Real Estate Solutions. 

The Harts have grown to 
a team of six agents and 
shortened the company name 
to Hart Real Estate, but they 
strive to keep their identity 
in the midst of change. Real 
estate can become very trans-
actional, but, for them, it’s 
about the people they serve. 
They are so proud of their 
team and so humbled to be able 
to support them as they serve 
their clients, make new friends, 
and give back to the commu-
nity that they call home.

In this season of life, the 
Harts love spending time with 
their kids and enjoying the 
Montana outdoors. Recently, 
Tim was on the Missouri 
River with some friends. They 
talked about life and caught 
some seriously large rain-
bows. There was not a speed 
boat in sight. It’s his privilege 
to share the Montana he used 
to dream about and to serve 
every client with their own 
Montana dream.

Little by little, the 
floodgate started 
to open and we 
started to FIND 

SOME SUCCESS.

It made us more 
compassionate 
for the 
circumstances 
that people were 
going through 
and also gave us 
the motivation 
and drive to 
TRULY STEP 

UP AND MAKE 

A DIFFERENCE 

FOR THEM.
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A ROOF YOU CAN TRUST
ROOF THE RIGHT WAY WITH TOP EDGE ROOFING LLC

406-570-0832
https://www.topedgeroofing.com

Roof Replacement of Asphalt,
Metal, and Custom Roofing
New Construction
Roof Repairs
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This advertising is for informational purposes only. Actual coverages and your eligibility may vary, for exact terms, conditions, exclusions, eligibility and limitations, please contact your local Insured Titles.
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The 
Big 
Sky 
Real 

Estate 
Co. 

INGRAINED IN 
THE BIG SKY 
COMMUNITY

Martha Johnson was born in St. 
Paul, Minnesota and raised outside 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, but she’s 
been living in Big Sky since 1988. Since 
landing in Big Sky, Martha has become 
a staple of the community and one of 
its biggest advocates for responsible 
growth. She’s one of the area’s top real 
estate brokers, proving that her commit-
ment to the betterment of Big Sky and its 
people remains strong.

After growing up in Pennsylvania, 
Martha went to college in Boston and 
began her professional career working 
for a senior partner in a prestigious law 
firm. But after time in Boston and Philly, 
Martha had a realization: she wanted to 
move west.

“We grew up with horses,” Martha 
reflects. “We always had a western 
saddle and ropes and steer heads in the 
barn. My mom had a passion for the 
West. So, when I was really looking to 
put down roots, I talked to my parents 
and decided I wanted to go west. We 
were lucky enough to grow up skiing 
in places like Park City and Vail, but 
I wanted to go cowboy west, not just 
mountain west.”

Martha had family friends who had been 
visiting the Nine Quarter Circle Ranch 
for 25 years. So she called the ranch and 
asked if she could be a wrangler.

“They said we didn’t typically hire wran-
glers from Philadelphia,” Martha laughs. 
But Martha persisted. She accepted a job 
as a dining room server and headed to 
Big Sky, where she’s thrived ever since.

“I flew out May 18, 1988. Back then, all 
the big ranchers in the West would ship 
their cattle and sheep to the Gallatin 
Canyon for summer grazing. The local 
bars were full of authentic cowboys and 

By Zachary Cohen
Photos by Arnica Spring Photography
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sheepherders, who I ultimately became 
friends with,” Martha continues. “I worked 
my way from dining room girl to riding out 
with the cowboys to round up the horses 
and helping them saddle 60 head of horses 
every morning for rides. I couldn’t believe 
this way of life really existed.”

Over the ensuing years, Martha worked 
various jobs. She became a ski instructor, 
waitressed, started Serendipities, a small 
coffee, baked goods, baked potato, and ice 
cream shop in the mountain mall in the base 
area of the Big Sky Resort. She later opened 
another restaurant, The Huckleberry Cafe. 
Martha was always the first one to arrive, 
the last one to leave, showing her commit-
ment to service and success.

REAL ESTATE CALLS 
Meanwhile, several of Martha’s close 
friends were real estate agents. They saw 
her work ethic and began encouraging 
her to join them in the business. By then, 
Martha was married and working over 70 
hours a week at the restaurants. So, she 
decided to take a leap of faith, launching 
her real estate career and leaving her days 
as a cafe owner behind.

Martha officially began her real estate 
career in 1996. By the early 2000s, her hus-
band, Scott, stepped back from his role as 
the General Manager of The Big EZ Lodge 
to operate and manage River to Peaks Real 
Estate. Together, they helped their small 
real estate office become one of the top real 
estate and consulting firms in the area.

“What helped accelerate our firm is that 
we were family,” Martha explains. “We 
were all in on lifestyle. We’d take clients 
skiing, golfing, and exploring Big Sky, and 
often cooking dinner for family, clients, 
and friends. We introduced them to the 
Big Sky way of life, and my kids grew up in 
that environment. My babies were in the 
back seat all the time on real estate tours, 

IT IS THE ULTIMATE JOY TO 
BE ABLE TO WORK TOGETHER 

AND WATCH CLIENTS 
INTERACT WITH HIM.

WE’VE WORKED SO HARD FOR WHAT WE 

HAVE, AND NOW WE GET TO ENJOY IT 

AS A FAMILY.
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hiking lots, and visiting homes. I would take my 
kids with me everywhere. At the time, there was no 
daycare in Big Sky, and if my family couldn’t help 
watch the boys, they were with me.”

Martha made countless sacrifices in these years, 
fully devoting herself to her real estate craft. The 
results followed; she quickly became one of Big 
Sky’s top brokers, earning a strong reputation for 
her service, commitment, and expertise.

Today, Martha is the broker and the VP of Sales 
with The Big Sky Real Estate Co. She closed $270 
million in 2023, and her biggest year to date was 
over $350 million. Her decades of experience, deep 
commitment to her work, connections within the 
local community, and family support are the foun-
dation of her success.

FULL CIRCLE 
Perhaps the greatest joy in Martha’s business 
today is that she has the chance to work with her 
son, Charlie. Both of her sons spent countless 
hours tagging along with her on real estate sales 
calls. Sam now works in the luxury travel sec-
tor, while Charlie joined Martha in real estate 
in 2020. Working with Charlie has been one of 
the greatest gifts of Martha’s career.

“As a working mom, when he asked to 
work with me, I literally wept. This is a 
hard business that takes a lot of hours, 
and there were plenty of times I was late 
for dinner or missed a ski race or part 
of their day-to-day life. There are a lot 
of sacrifices. When Charlie wanted to 
work with me, I wept with joy that he 
wasn’t resentful and wanted to link 
arms and join as a team. That was 
the proudest day of my life. We work 
really well together,” Martha beams.

“He has been by my side his entire life. 
He’s articulate, knows the product, and 
knows how to listen. It is the ultimate 
joy to be able to work together and watch 
clients interact with him. We’ve worked 
so hard for what we have, and now we get 
to enjoy it as a family.”
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