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SECURITY

TITLE COMPANY

GROUNDED IN MONTANA
ROOTED IN COMMUNITY
SINCE 1982

Security Title Company is Southwest
Montana’s locally owned title insurance
and escrow company. It’s our honor to
provide peace of mind to our friends
and neighbors by eliminating risk during
real estate transactions.

Rooted in Montana, we’re bullish about
making real estate transactions simple
and secure for REALTORS®©, lenders,
buyers, sellers and developers in
Gallatin, Madison and Park counties.

For over 40 years, Security Title
Company have proudly been serving the
people of Southwest Montana, instilling
confidence when real estate changes
hands.

When you head to the closing table, you
trust that the property you are buying
has a clean title, that all of the right
boxes have been checked and that every
little detail has been seen to. That’s
what we do.

We meticulously research the history of
the property, underwrite title insurance
policies and serve as a neutral third
party to handle all of the details when a
property changes hands.

We look forward to helping you. If you
are currently working with us, find your
team using the details below or get
location information for our offices in
Bozeman and Big Sky.

1160 S. 29th Avenue, Bozeman MT 59718
33 Lone Peak Drive, Suite 205, Big Sky MT 59716

406.522.5500 | info@sectitle.com

TITLE SEARCH TITLE INSURANCE

CLOSING SERVICES (ESCROW)

DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE



TABLE OF

CONTENTS

08 g O9

Preferred - il Publisher’s
Partners '

Montana
Real
Producers

14

Partner Celebrating e (e Cover
Spotlight: | ] Leaders: .y _ Story:
Authentic, J i wy . Tim & | = | Martha

Inc. = ¥ Lori Hart ! =1 Johnson

If you are interested in contributing or nominating REALTORS® for certain stories,
please email us at rachelle.schmid@realproducersmag.com
DISCLAIMER: Any articles included in this publication and/or opinions expressed therein do not necessarily reflect the views of The N2 Company d/b/a Real Producers but

remain solely those of the author(s). The paid advertisements contained within the magazine are not endorsed or recommended by The N2 Company or the publisher.
Therefore, neither The N2 Company nor the publisher may be held liable or responsible for business practices of these companies.

yasda
BLINDS
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Blinds

Shades

Shutters
Draperies
Motorized Shades

CONTACT US TODAY FOR YOUR FREE,
NO-OBLIGATION CONSULTATION!

406.580.7033
BLINDSOFBOZEMAN.COM
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MEET THE MONTANA REAL PRODUCERS TEAM

Rachelle Schmid Madison Coble Zachary Cohen Arnica Rae
Owner/Publisher Editor In Chief Writer Photographer
Arnica Spring Photography
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Corey Dostal Mariah Allen
Photographer Photographer Videographer
Missoula Real Estate Mariah Allen Photography PRSPCTV Media
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” @hello@prspctvmedio.com

In real estate, the best shot is all about
finding the right prspctv.
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Servicing real estate agents, builders, SCAN TO VIEW
property managers, and more throughout OUR PORTFOLIO!
Southwest Montana!
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BLINDS/ SHADES/
SHUTTERS

Blinds of Bozeman
Chase Syverson

(651) 829-4217
blindsofbozeman.com

GARAGE ORGANIZATION
Levrack

Ryan Stauffer

(402) 641-0850
levrack.com

HIGH END
CUSTOM BUILDER
Authentic Inc

Jeff St. Cyr

(406) 581-5489
authenticincmt.com

Lohss Construction
Chris Lohss

(406) 581-7554
lohssconstruction.com

PREFERRED PARTNERS

Teton Heritage Builders Inc
Robert Donaghey

(406) 539-0084
tetonheritage

builders.com

HOME BUILDER/
RENOVATION
Blanton Contracting
Vince Blanton

(406) 600-9799
buildwithblanton.com

Discover the Power of Our Media Agency!
Elevate Your Presence with Engaging Content.
Helping you attract more listings.

INSPECTIONS
Inspect Montana
Tim Netzley
(406) 241-9464
inspectmt.com

Maschino Property Inspections
Sam Maschino

(406) 451-3529
maschinoproperty
inspections.com

INSURANCE

Jeff Weedin State Farm
Jeff Weedin

(406) 586-4900
jeffweedin.com

INTERIOR DESIGN/
HOME STAGING
Creekside Interiors
Kristen Johnson
(406) 788-1585
creeksideinteriors
mt.com

MORTGAGE LENDING
Evergreen

Brett Evertz

(406) 629-0132
evergreenhomeloans.com/
brettevertz

them for supporting the REALTOR® community!

Prime Lending
Amanda Torgerson
(406) 539-1251
Steve Cooney

(406) 214-2550
lo.primelending.com

PHOTOGRAPHY /
PORTRAIT PHOTOGRAPHY
Arnica Spring Photography
Arnica Rae

(307) 699-2070
arnicaspring.com

Mariah Allen
Photography Studios
Mariah Allen

(406) 581-2480
mariahallenstudios.com

REAL ESTATE
PHOTOGRAPHY/
VIDEO/MATTERPORT
Messner Media

Mason Messner

(406) 600-8108
messnermedia.co

Missoula Real Estate
Photography

Corey Dostal

(406) 241-0458
missoularealestate
photography.com

t
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This section has been created to give you easier access when searching for a trusted real estate affiliate.
Take a minute to familiarize yourself with the businesses sponsoring your magazine. These local businesses

are proud to partner with you and make this magazine possible. Please support these businesses and thank

PRSPCTV Media
Jill & Kyle Lux
(406) 333-1325
prspctvmedia.com

RESTORATION & CLEANING
Xtreme Restoration
Bozeman

(406) 580-4558

Kalispell

(406) 471-1143

xtremecarpet

cleaning.biz

ROOFING CONTRACTOR
Top Edge Roofing

Elijah Haugen

(406) 570-0832
topedgeroofing.com

TITLE COMPANY
Flying S Title & Escrow
of Montana

(406) 570-2882
fste.com

Insured Titles
(406) 570-2882
insuredtitles.com

Security Title
Cory Berkram
(406) 580-7169
sectitle.com

MISS®ULA

REAL ESTATE PHOTOGRAPHY

(406) 241-0458

DY publisher’s note

welcome to the
MONTANA REAL PRODUCERS

COMMUNITY

I'm honored to be addressing you in our very first
publication here in Montana. I've already met many
of you, but it seems only fitting that, in our premier

issue, we begin with introductions.

Real Producers started as an idea in 2015 and is
spreading across the nation like wildfire. We are
now in over 140 markets and as we launch here in
Montana the mission remains the same; to connect,
elevate, and inspire the top leaders in Real Estate,
highlighting what makes them human and providing
opportunities for the best of the best to strengthen

their network and better their businesses.

As for me, I come to you as a story-teller. I have

a passion for deepening community and relation-
ships through the connecting thread we all share:
your stories. You are the experts in Real Estate,
and your Preferred Partners who have brought this
celebratory platform to you are the absolute best
in their fields. As I have sat with each of you over
coffee or zoom, visited your offices, seen family
pictures, heard bits and pieces of the journeys

that have brought you to where you are today, and
listened to your plans for the years ahead, one thing
is abundantly clear: we always enter people’s lives
mid-story, and each and every one of you are so

much more than what you do.

This is also true of the clients you serve. If Tam a
storyteller, you all are story shapers. You have the
immense privilege and responsibility of walking your
clients through one of the most stressful, joyous, fear-
ful or exciting seasons of their lives. And you, with
your expertise, professionalism, personalities and

humanity have the power to help write the tone of it.

When I met with PollyAnna Snyder of Engel &
Volkers she told me: “It’s about establishing that
relationship of trust through high competence and
understanding of both the industry and helping
your client’s meet their goals and needs.” I learned
quickly that Mike Anderson of National Parks
Realty is the definition of hard work and respect as
he told me the honor and pleasure it’s been to serve

the people of his hometown and state.

In the Real Producers community, we are connecting
the cream of the crop. As the top producers in our
state of Montana, a vast majority of the volume and
therefore the lives and families in our state, are taken
care of by you. I have heard from you directly how
seriously you take that responsibility, and so your
Preferred Partners and I look forward to highlighting
your accomplishments, and delivering recognition for

your continued excellence in serving your clients.

Our publication will be in your mailbox every
month, we’ll see you at exclusive events, and we’re
always in touch on social media. This is your
community; join in the fun and start sharing your

stories, we can’t wait to know you more.

‘With Montana it is love,
Rachelle Schmid
OWNER/PUBLISHER
(406) 551-3560
rachelle.schmid@
realproducersmag.com

Follow us on social media!
@MT_RealProducers
ﬂ @Montana Real Producers




ABOUT MONTANA REAL PRODUCERS

DISTRIBUTION:

This magazine is mailed free of charge to the top 500
agents in the Big Sky and Montana Regional MLS,
according to volume each year. Within our state,
there are thousands of agents, and you, in this elite
group, are the cream of the crop. Just to be included
in this group is an accomplishment that testifies to

your hard work, dedication and proficiency.

CONTENT:

This is all about you. We’ll do personal and unique
stories on members in the community, providing
you with a platform to inspire others. As we grow,
we’ll add fresh content focused entirely on you. It
costs absolutely nothing for a REALTOR® to be fea-
tured. We are not a pay to play model; we write real
stories, about Real Producers, and we’re always
accepting nominations. We will consider anyone
brought to our attention; we don’t know everyone’s

story so we need your help to learn about them!

OUR PARTNERS:

Anyone listed as a “preferred partner” in the front
of the magazine is funding and fueling this commu-
nity and is an essential part of it. They are the top
professional in their industry. They will have an ad
in every issue of the magazine, attend our events,
and be a part of our online community. We don’t just

find these businesses off the street, nor do we work

10 - May 2024

with all businesses that approach us. One or many
of you have recommended every single preferred
partner you see in this publication. We won’t even
meet with a business that has not been vetted by
one of you and “stamped for approval.” Our goal is
to create a powerhouse network, not only for the
best REALTORS® in the area, but the best affiliates,

as well, so we can grow stronger together.

EVENTS:

Along with the magazine, we will host free events
exclusive to this community, where you- best of the
best- get together at reputable local venues to social-
ize, mastermind, deepen our connections, and better
our businesses. We will communicate about events

through the magazine, emails, and on social media.

CONTRIBUTION:

If you are interested in contributing, nominating
REALTORS® to be featured, know of top-notch affil-
iate partners who you believe should be a part of our
community, or would simply like to network; email

or call me. I look forward to hearing from you!

I'd like to personally thank all of our Preferred
Partners as well as the many REALTORS® and
Managing Brokers who helped bring Montana Real
Producers to life. We would not exist without you. I

appreciate you and look forward to seeing you soon!

MONTANA

REAL PRODUCERS.

BOZEMAN MONTANA

SAVE THE
DATE

You’re Invited

ARNICA SPRING

PHOTOGRAPHY

WWW. ARNICASPRING.COM

COUTURE BRANDING PHOTOGRAPHY
@ARNICASPRINGPORTRAIT

SEPT | 6TH | 2024

The Montage Big Sky

Evergreen Home Loans™
Meets National Strength.

Why Evergreen?

Evergreen Home Loans may be the
new player in Montana, but our team
isanythingbut. Your trusted local loan
officers have joined us, bringing their
deep Montana roots and expertise
under the Evergreen banner.

Madison Traucht | Production Partner ~ Amanda Menzel | Loan Officer
NMLS #1704278 NMLS # 1765558

Brett Evertz | AreaManager
NMLS # 523473

Let’s Make Your Homeownership Dreams Happen! Contact Us Today!

BOZEMAN OFFICE | NMLS 2563045 | 0 406.624.5965 822 Stoneridge Dr #A1 | BozemanMT 59718

Zevergreen
green

HOME LOANS
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/\ TETON HERITAGE™
\~ + BUILDERS +

ESTABLISHED 1996

Inspired by the dynamic landscape of the Rocky Mountain West, we bring the visions of owners, archi-
tects and craftsmen together to create exceptional handcrafted custom homes. Teton Heritage Builders
integrates the quintessential elements of the regional palette - stone, timber, log, glass and steel - to craft
high-quality homes that reflect the character of their distinctive surroundings. At the intersection of
rugged wilderness, rustic aesthetics and timeless elegance, building unique homes with a deep connec-
tion to place is our passion.

BIG SKY | JACKSON
Visit tetonheritagebuilders.com to start building your dream.

¥ CERTIFIED ¥

ee—— OVER 500 5 STAR REVIEWS

PROPERTY INSPECTIONS

MONTANA'’S PREMIER PROPERTY INSPECTORS

We are the premier property inspectors in the greater Bozeman,
Montana area. State Licensed, Internachi Master Inspector, CCPIA
Certified, and highly experienced. We are your best choice!

COMMERCIAL//RESIDENTIAL

406.451.3529 - mpibozeman@gmail.com
maschinopropertyinspections.com
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Construction and homebuilding run deep in Jeff St. Cyr's DNA. The son of a third-generation New Hampshire
stone and brick mason, Jeff has been working in the construction field for as long as he can remember.

Jeff began working for a builder as a laborer and
carpenter in the mid-’80s at just 15 years old. For
the next seven years, he worked in construction
part-time around school and other extracurricu-
lars, learning the basics of building, excavation,
concrete, and more. By the time he was 18, he was
taking on general contracting roles on 18th-century
Colonial and Victorian renovations, setting himself

on a path to become an expert craftsman.

After starting his schooling at the University of
New Hampshire, Jeff transferred to Montana State
University. Meanwhile, he fell in love with the

Montana lifestyle.

“I just love it here,” Jeff shares. “It’s the perfect
place for me with all the skiing, hunting, snowmo-

biling, and mountain biking.”

After graduating, Jeff stayed in Montana, building
his construction career. He founded Authentic, Inc.
in 2005.

“I've always been grounded in the construction
world. That’s my passion, what I’ve always done
and always known,” he explains. “I like being

hands-on and immersed in the building details.”

KEEPING IT AUTHENTIC

Over the past two decades, Authentic has built a
reputation as one of Montana’s premier high-end
custom home builders. Their craftsmanship and eye

for detail is second to none.

“I have an eye for perfection. If it’s not there, we fix
it,” Jeff explains. “We’re different from a lot of con-
struction companies. We have excavation, concrete
footings, and walls in-house. We have a steel divi-

sion with five welders fabricating in our shop and

doing installations on-site for decorative steel for
modern builds. We do interior trim, exterior trim,
siding, and interior flooring all in-house. Then, we
have the trucking component, which has allowed
us to have a more compressed building timeline
than our competitors because we are not waiting
on excavation or concrete. Our sister company,
Blaze Mountain Transport, has 11 semis and hauls
all our equipment, gravel, concrete ready mix, and

building materials.”

When completing any project, Jeft’s top goal is

to create a quality product that he, the architect,
the interior designer, and the homeowners can be
proud of. He and his organization have built an
impressive reputation in the community. They’ve
done multiple builds for several clients and have a
long history of clients becoming friends. Even after
all these years, Jeff enjoys staying involved in every

project and keeping himself accessible.

“I’ve been fortunate enough in the last couple of
years to hire a full-time estimator, an office man-

ager, and a bookkeeper, which has allowed me to

— (5% —

I’'VE ALWAYS BEEN GROUNDED
IN THE CONSTRUCTION
WORLD. THAT’S MY PASSION,
WHAT I’'VE ALWAYS DONE AND
ALWAYS KNOWN. | LIKE BEING
HANDS-ON AND IMMERSED IN
THE BUILDING DETAILS.

P> partner spotlight

By Zachary Cohen
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WHEN YOU FINISH ONE OF
THESE BIG PROJECTS LIKE WE
DO, YOU ALWAYS SEE ROOM
FOR IMPROVEMENT, BUT
GOING BACK A YEAR LATER,
ALL YOU SEE IS WHAT OTHERS
SEE — HOW BEAUTIFULLY
THEY TURNED OUT.

spend more time in the field, which is really what I

love doing—creating,” he says.

THE DRIVE FOR PERFECTION

Jeff still enjoys the Montana lifestyle as much as he
did when he arrived all those years ago. When he’s
not working, you’ll find him hiking, mountain biking,
wake surfing, skiing in the backcountry and at Big
Sky, or hunting. He and his wife of 26 years, Arin,
have two daughters, Maci (23) and Franci (20).

“My wife and I have raised two amazing kids who
are super hard workers, motivated, and willing to
try anything — that’s our number one success,” Jeff
says. “My relationship with my wife is fantastic, and
we’ve had a great time as empty nesters for the past

couple of years.”

Jeff has been building since he was 15 and has no
intent on stopping anytime soon. His drive for per-
fection remains strong, as does his commitment to

serving the clients and partners he works for.

“I've always been extremely driven. My passion has
trickled down over the years to our team. We have
excellent construction crews and a great manage-
ment team. When you finish one of these big projects
like we do, you always see room for improvement,
but going back a year later, all you see is what others

see — how beautifully they turned out.”

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT
HTTPS://AUTHENTICINCMT.COM.
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Searching for a reliable construction partner
to meet your client's needs?

Look no further than Blanton Contracting! With a reputation for excellence

and a commitment to quality, we are your go-to choice for all things construction.

From renovations to new builds, our expertise spans across residential and
commercial properties. With a focus on craftsmanship and attention to detail,
we ensure that every project exceeds expectations.

Visit www.buildwithblanton.com to learn more about our services and see
examples of our work. Partner with Blanton Contracting today and elevate
your real estate projects to the next level!
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MESSNER MEDIA

Listing Media
for Real Estate
Professionalsin
Bozeman/
Big Sky, Montana

First Time Agents

ENJOY
20* OFF

Your First Shoot

e

96% of buyers look online for
their next property before they
even think of speaking to an
agent; we shop with our eyes first,
then think about it after - that’s just the
way it is. At Messner Media, we take
pride in serving the agents of south-
west Montana and beyond. Whether
you are selling a studio in the bustling
heart of Bozeman, or a twenty-acre

@messnermedia
https://messnermedia.co
406-600-8108

ranch in secluded Big Sky;

it’s important to have the right tools at
your disposal. With custom property
websites and marketing kits leading this
effort, our agents also benefit from j
hand-blended HDR photography;, ‘
fully-licensed aerial media, 3D Tours, |||
and complementary floorplans with
every single shoot.
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TITLE & ESCROW

Whatever /¢ lafes

For every dream that takes flight,
we’re there to protect it.

FLYING S TITLE & ESCROW
BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT PROFESSIONALS

32 RESIDENCES - 3 & 4 BEDROOMS FLOOR PLANS
DEEDED QUARTER-OWNERSHIP INTERESTS

MONTAGE
BEGINNING AT $1,500,000 RESIDENCES

BIG SKY ROB LOWE EMILY WECKAR KINZIE ANDERSON JENN TAYLOR TY DOWNARD
BILLINGS BILLINGS GREAT FALLS HELENA MISSOULA

REAL ESTATE CO.

VISIT OURWEBSITE TO SEE WHERE WE’VE GOT YOU COVERED.

IDAHO | MONTANA | WYOMING
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»» celebrating leaders

Photos by Madison Hausman

Tim and Lori Hart are Montana
people now. But, before that,
they lived in the midwest, power
boating on an Indiana lake and
living on the Maumee River in
Ohio. Tim remembers spending
time on the Au Sable River, in
Michigan. He watched “A River
Runs Through It” and he felt a
strong draw to Big Sky Country.

The genesis of their journey
west, was a family trip to Big Sky
in the late summer of 2004. It
was 75 degrees with no humidity
-- unlike their home. On that first
morning, they woke up to snow
blanketing Lone Mountain and
the sight of a moose just out-
side their window under a sky
painted with an August blue hue.
Tim looked out at the mountain

and said ‘Honey, 'm home’. Two

years later they were packing the

truck and moving west.

Lori is originally from a farming
town nestled in the heart of the
Midwest, boasting a population
of' 8,000. It’s a community where
lending a hand to your neighbors
is second nature, where mak-
ing eye contact and exchanging
waves are friendly greetings as

you pass by.

“Inoticed a similarity right away
in Bozeman,” Lori said. “We live
in a harsh environment some-

times and you just stop what

you’re doing and you help people.

That resonated with me and that

felt more like home.”

The Harts moved to Bozeman

and Tim started working in the

Big Sky real estate market. He
mostly helped people find second
homes, vacation rentals and
luxury real estate. Unfortunately,
the market crash hit shortly into
the Harts’ new Montana life. Tim
joked that “I was practicing real
estate as not many folks were
buying. Buyers were mainly wait-
ing to see where and when the

market would bottom.”

With a lack of sales, they were
burning through savings. Lori,
who had stepped away from
being an attorney in Ohio,
remembers being at home with
three young kids. They hadn’t
made many friends yet, their
families were far away, and now
the financial burdens of the crash

made it hard.

Montana Real Producers - 23



“It was a really humbling
time. We really felt the pain,”
Lori said. “Maybe we didn’t
lose our home, but we were
able to truly empathize with
people who were struggling

at that time. It made us more
compassionate for the circum-
stances that people were going
through and also gave us the
motivation and drive to truly
step up and make a difference

for them.”

They remember one friend who
had a house to sell. She was
upside down on the home and
had no way of making it right.
She approached Tim, who nav-
igated her though the process
of a short sale. Said Tim, “It felt
really good to be on the positive
side of this situation seeing

a friend and a client have a
clean slate and a new chance.”
Several others followed. And,
with a lot of diligence, Tim was
able to help them all start over
and enjoy home ownership
again..which was a rich and

emotional journey.

It took a few years for the
business to make a turn. Tim
said they went into full-scale
survival mode. They kept their
heads down and lived conserva-
tively In 2010, Tim decided to
focus his business on Bozeman
and things started changing.

“Little by little, the floodgate
started to open and we started
to find some success. Lori
started making calls for me to
prospective clients and after a
few years she got her license.”
Tim said. “I came home to her
one day in 2014 and I looked at
her, I said, ‘I think it’s time!”

24 - May 2024
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It made us more
compassionate
for the
circumstances
that people were
going through
and also gave us
the motivation
?nd drive to

They both knew what that
meant. It was time to start
their own company, which
was born in 2015. Tim points
to a verse from Proverbs
which reads “A good name

is better than great riches.”
They named their company
Hart Real Estate Solutions.

The Harts have grown to

a team of six agents and
shortened the company name
to Hart Real Estate, but they
strive to keep their identity

in the midst of change. Real
estate can become very trans-
actional, but, for them, it’s
about the people they serve.
They are so proud of their
team and so humbled to be able
to support them as they serve
their clients, make new friends,
and give back to the commu-
nity that they call home.

In this season of life, the
Harts love spending time with
their kids and enjoying the
Montana outdoors. Recently,
Tim was on the Missouri
River with some friends. They
talked about life and caught
some seriously large rain-
bows. There was not a speed
boat in sight. It’s his privilege
to share the Montana he used
to dream about and to serve

every client with their own

Montana dream.

I tle, the
oodgate started
to open and we
started to FIND
SOME SUCCESS.
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WWW.MARIAHALLENSTUDIOS.COM | 406.581.2480
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M Inspect
Montana

Solutions-Based Property Inspections

Residential / Commercial Inspection

Building Construction Code Consultation

Project Consultation

©@0f

406-241-9464 | scheduling@inspectmt.com | inspectmt.com

WITH TOP EDGE ROOFING LLC

_ AROOF YOU CAN TRUST

Metal, and Custom Roofing
New Construction

Roof Repairs

Snow & Ice Removal

¢IP TOP EDGE 406-570-0832
~Hfplele]a |\ (CTNE  hitps://www.topedgeroofing.com

BOZEMAN

AMANDA TORGERSON
Branch Manager - NMLS: 1083564
amanda.torgerson@primelending.com

KAYCEE MORGEN
Production Manager - NMLS: 707804
kaycee.morgen@primelending.com

KALLI LALLY
Loan Originator - NMLS: 1711673
kalli.lally@primelending.com

CALL NOW (406) 577-7116 @ b @
-

924 Stoneridge Dr, Suite 2

Bozeman, MT 59718 @

Primelendingm
MONTANA’S

BEST BY YOUR SIDE

Ziiow 96%

RATING Customer Satisfaction!

MISSOULA

STEVE COONEY
Production Manager - NMLS: 487376
stephen.cooney@primelending.com

CALL NOW (406) 214-2550

265 West Front St
Missoula, MT 59802

Home Loans Made Simple®

(1) Survey administered and managed by an independent third party following loan closing. 96% satisfaction rating refers to the
average rating our customers have given our loan officers for the period 01/01/22-12/31/22. All loans subject to credit approval.
Rates and fees subject to change. ©2024 PrimelLending, a PlainsCapital Company (PrimeLending). (NMLS: 13649). Equal

LENDER Housing Lender. Primelending is a wholly owned subsidiary of a state-chartered bank and is an exempt lender in MT. v010918
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’ pe e Insured Titles can protect you for

THE STORAGE SOLUTION YOU'VE BEEN LOOKING FOR.

as long as you own your home.
MADE INFNAMERICA. PROVEN EVERYWHERE.

Get protected today.

Y | | t { ' T -
our local agen S R e
for home & auto r

Call me for a quote today

o StateFarm-

Jeff Weedin
Agent

SIERA HOZA GRANT TAYFOYA ASHLEY DAWSON PATTI NELSON
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Martha Johnson was born in St.

Paul, Minnesota and raised outside
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, but she’s
been living in Big Sky since 1988. Since
landing in Big Sky, Martha has become

a staple of the community and one of

its biggest advocates for responsible
growth. She’s one of the area’s top real
estate brokers, proving that her commit-
ment to the betterment of Big Sky and its

people remains strong.

After growing up in Pennsylvania,
Martha went to college in Boston and
began her professional career working
for a senior partner in a prestigious law
firm. But after time in Boston and Philly,
Martha had a realization: she wanted to

move west.

“We grew up with horses,” Martha
reflects. “We always had a western
saddle and ropes and steer heads in the
barn. My mom had a passion for the
West. So, when I was really looking to
put down roots, I talked to my parents
and decided I wanted to go west. We
were lucky enough to grow up skiing

in places like Park City and Vail, but

I wanted to go cowboy west, not just

mountain west.”

Martha had family friends who had been
visiting the Nine Quarter Circle Ranch
for 25 years. So she called the ranch and

asked if she could be a wrangler.

“They said we didn’t typically hire wran-
glers from Philadelphia,” Martha laughs.
But Martha persisted. She accepted a job
as a dining room server and headed to

Big Sky, where she’s thrived ever since.

“I flew out May 18, 1988. Back then, all
the big ranchers in the West would ship
their cattle and sheep to the Gallatin
Canyon for summer grazing. The local

bars were full of authentic cowboys and

INGRAINED IN
THE BIG SKY
COMMUNITY




sheepherders, who I ultimately became
friends with,” Martha continues. “I worked
my way from dining room girl to riding out
with the cowboys to round up the horses
and helping them saddle 60 head of horses
every morning for rides. I couldn’t believe

this way of life really existed.”

Over the ensuing years, Martha worked
various jobs. She became a ski instructor,
waitressed, started Serendipities, a small
coffee, baked goods, baked potato, and ice
cream shop in the mountain mall in the base
area of the Big Sky Resort. She later opened
another restaurant, The Huckleberry Cafe.
Martha was always the first one to arrive,
the last one to leave, showing her commit-

ment to service and success.

REAL ESTATE CALLS

Meanwhile, several of Martha’s close
friends were real estate agents. They saw
her work ethic and began encouraging

her to join them in the business. By then,
Martha was married and working over 70
hours a week at the restaurants. So, she
decided to take a leap of faith, launching
her real estate career and leaving her days

as a cafe owner behind.

Martha officially began her real estate
career in 1996. By the early 2000s, her hus-
band, Scott, stepped back from his role as
the General Manager of The Big EZ Lodge
to operate and manage River to Peaks Real
Estate. Together, they helped their small
real estate office become one of the top real

estate and consulting firms in the area.

“What helped accelerate our firm is that
we were family,” Martha explains. “We
were all in on lifestyle. We’d take clients
skiing, golfing, and exploring Big Sky, and
often cooking dinner for family, clients,
and friends. We introduced them to the
Big Sky way of life, and my kids grew up in
that environment. My babies were in the

back seat all the time on real estate tours,
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IT IS THE ULTIMATE JOY TO
BE ABLE TO WORK TOGETHER
AND WATCH CLIENTS

INTERACT WITH HIM.

WE’VE WORKED SO HARD FOR WHAT WE
HAVE, AND NOW WE GET TO ENJOY IT
AS A FAMILY.
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hiking lots, and visiting homes. I would take my
kids with me everywhere. At the time, there was no
daycare in Big Sky, and if my family couldn’t help

watch the boys, they were with me.”

Martha made countless sacrifices in these years,
fully devoting herself to her real estate craft. The
results followed; she quickly became one of Big
Sky’s top brokers, earning a strong reputation for

her service, commitment, and expertise.

Today, Martha is the broker and the VP of Sales
with The Big Sky Real Estate Co. She closed $270
million in 2023, and her biggest year to date was
over $350 million. Her decades of experience, deep
commitment to her work, connections within the
local community, and family support are the foun-

dation of her success.

FULL CIRCLE
Perhaps the greatest joy in Martha’s business
today is that she has the chance to work with her
son, Charlie. Both of her sons spent countless
hours tagging along with her on real estate sales
calls. Sam now works in the luxury travel sec-
tor, while Charlie joined Martha in real estate
in 2020. Working with Charlie has been one of
the greatest gifts of Martha’s career.

“As a working mom, when he asked to
work with me, I literally wept. This is a
hard business that takes a lot of hours,
and there were plenty of times I was late
for dinner or missed a ski race or part
of their day-to-day life. There are a lot
of sacrifices. When Charlie wanted to
work with me, I wept with joy that he
wasn’t resentful and wanted to link
arms and join as a team. That was

the proudest day of my life. We work
really well together,” Martha beams.

“He has been by my side his entire life.
He’s articulate, knows the product, and
knows how to listen. It is the ultimate

joy to be able to work together and watch
clients interact with him. We’ve worked
so hard for what we have, and now we get

to enjoy it as a family.”
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